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% R This is 1z retaunc; to tho Forme Rils Charter . .. .. . ...
TR adortsd en Pebrvary 20, 1973 tor the City of lockharg, . T,:._,-_.-__f
(.\ : Texas, subzittal to the 2ttoxpey Ceneoral pursusnt to ‘
1. . Scction § of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, s3 arendsd.
p o Your sulsission was conpleted on July 16, 1319. .
S S *s have glver careful considszation to the infor- o
o Su. maticn provided by you, 85 well as inforration and couments ...
-1 -‘f———” fros other {ntercstsf porties. Our analysis reveale that -0 -

the Foue Fule Charter for lockhart providss for an at-large
electicn scheme, which fncludes the wae ¢f stavqgered terms

and nunbored places. %hs asw forr of gcvermnant alse

~{.. . provides for two additional rebresentatives, and . eoanci}

S NN ~ with mozevhat greater pover than the pricr i’ rz af govern-
1T pent. Thors are, in sdlitioa, f{rniications that racial Bloo-
«_-.-3..,-;::., voting exists {n Iockhart electicons, and that the elty .. ... ...l
i' T governuent say £ot be as responalve to its ﬁimrity m- |
-‘f__{A _"j:-‘_-. nituntt as to its Axgle eonultunu._ LT T =
“;::'f.'::- T Recest sourt decistens mucgest that an at-hm T “'
"_347:?‘[ PERTTTY voting system which fpcorrorates features such as nusterved

i ESAENEN nosts and stacyered terrs mey oporate to xirimize ox dnuto

S RO the voting strength of sinority groups and thaus have an

B I : invidious discricinatory effect. Ses ¥White v, Peeastar, :
“AT=e 0 A2 U8, 753 (1973); Whdtcosh . Chavis, 303 v.i'.“‘iu (1971).
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In view of thase gourt docisions, sald en the dasis

of all the availalle facts and circurstarces, the lrttoruey
General 4s wmnalle tc conclude, as he pust under the Voting .-
Figlhts Act, that the Fcme kule Charter, in its present ,

ri-?}tﬂ_ - form will not have & discrindiratary effect ea the vetlnq'jf?*f;
3 righte of racjal or lancuace ninorities in tha City of
1. . ioczhart, Ok behalf of the Attorney General, I must

interyoss an okjection to tha Ecme Fule Charter inscfar
_ &8 4t incorporates an at-large method of election, with
. : ausberedl posts and staggersd terms, :

4 ¢f ecurse, as provided bz;ﬁaction S of the Vbtigg
Riglits ket, yuts have the right seck & declaratory judg-

pent from the Urnited ftates District Court for ths Distrfct
Joro 0 . wof Ccluxtia that this change hias reither the tg:pocc BOY U
R DR will have the effoct of danying or axrideing right to

i vots on sccount ©f race or oolor, 1In sdiirion, the Proce-
§--o- : dures for the Aheinistratisan of fection 5 {if C.P.R. 51.21(b)
1 azd (c), $1.23, and 51.24) percit you to raguast the A:torsey
Genoral to reccnsider the ebjecticn. Rowever, until ¢tse _—
chicction s withidrawvn or the fudgrent froz the Nistriot ef
Colunl.{a Court obtained, tha elfect ©f tha otkiecctiaorz by the
Attorpey Gszaral fa to maka the ¥ooe Rule Charter lezally
crenforceable vith respect to the at-larga metho? of eleo- e
tion, and the nunlored post and staggered toxrs featurses, o
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Tc eanhle this Derartment o peet 4ts tesnonalbilltf'
to enxforce the Votinc Fiqhts Aot, pleazs $nfexrm us within
tverty deya of your receipt of this lettar of the cocurse
of acticn the City of Lockhart plans ¢c Cake with respect -
_to this matter, If you hve any questions concerning this .
latter, pleass feel freo to call John MacCoon, the Cirector .
. &f the fection 5 Unit, at 102-72%°753).‘;g;;eﬁgggyfa S CIITT I
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