
- - --Weldon Gw Berger 
Chairman, Board of Comdssioners 

8 DEC 1979 

Post Office Box 810 --- - - - - .-
Taylor, Texas 76574 

T h i s  i s  in reference t o  the polling place change
implemented by the City of Taylor, Williamson County, 
Texas, submitted to the Attorney General pursuant to 
Section 5 of the Voting Rights A c t  of 1965, as amended.-,+---:-<-
Your submission was completed on October 2, 1979, 

We have given careful consideration to the information 
provided i n  your eubmission and that received from other 
interested parties. Our analysis reveals that the City Hall I 

polling site was centrally located and accessible to all the I 
b voters i n  the city, while the National Guard Armory is located

1 . 

" . -- approximately ten t o  twelve blocks north of City H a l l  in a 
- --. predominantly white area, a significant inconvenience to the - .  

- - city's minority voters who appear to be concentrated in the ': 
I 
i 

southern and southwestern portions of the city. It also 
appears that the change may have had the effect of deterring
participation by some minority voters in elections subsequent 
to this change. For example, three minority candidates ran 
and 2,231 votes were cast in the 1972 election held a t  C i t y  
Hall. In 1973,  the f i r s t  election year i n  which the Armry 
was used as a polling site, no minorities participated as - -. 

!; 
candidates and only 717 votes were  cast. By contrast, in - - --'.--"". - 7.- .-_- , 

1974, when election activity wae again shifted to City H a l l , _ - -
a minority candidate participated and 1,599 votes- were cast.-,:;,.. . 
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I 
U.lder Section 5 of thP V c t h g  Rigkts  A c t  the ru-hnittlng 

autiwrity has the burden of proving t h a t  a sdxdtterd change i 
has m discrr.r;..fnatorypurpose or effect. S m ,  Wrcrfa V. I@a, 
lillitsd States, 411 O.6. 536 (1973) r 28 C.P.R. 51.19. 'm&tI 

oTths=eratiom discussed abave, we cannot conclude 	 1 
the change to kbcr Use of the National Gcard ~Arzarya8 the 

city's exclumive palling place ibes not have the effect of Idiocriafnating on account of ram, color, or  mmhrs:rip In r 
I A n p g s  minority g m p .  Therefore, on behalf of the A t t o r n e y  
General, 1C z m s t  intezyase an objection to the implenentertfon Iof the polling place change. 

- - - . 
of course, an provided by wtid~l5 of the voting 

Rights Act,  yoti ham the right to seek a Gechratory judqstnt -
from the United 8 ta tes  OisCriat Court for the D i s t r i c t  of -
ColwbSa that this ahange b a  noithex #he puqasa rror w f U  - -have the effect of denying or &ridging tho right +a vota 
on acwtlnt of race, color, OT sre&ershlp in a language
d n o r i t y  group. I n  addftiort, the Proczdures far the P * L ~ S ~ ~ S -
trcrtioa of Section 5 (28 C.FofZ. 91.21(31) cnc? (c ),51.23, aila 
51.24) penaft you to rc4rqu9st the Atkerney General to remnesbrfol: 
the otjecltFon. Bowever, until the ok~jscthai s  withc1xarn or I 
the jndg~entf m t h a  Dirtxict of Columbia Court obtained, ,. -
the effect at the objection by the A t t o m y  C%nezral I s  
rake the p l l i a g  place rrbenge legally manforceable. 

, 

I 

mile we understand the d t p f 8  desire to provia@for I 
t 

i t s  voters a voting site w i t h  a r ~ l sparking a M  slieltsr, we 
!note that there srte sltornatives tfiat may have not been ' 

considered. % arcs of the Ustional Guard Ssrmry as an 
additional m i t e ,  fox axasqle, ol: r change te two ether sites .L-:Z 

-accessible to voters zcsidfng in bath the r r o t t h a r ~and 
%'--A-

~-
, f.-	 southern fortiom of the e i ty  would mest the cftp'e ased ,.. 

to remow a1euttoa activ%ti.r f r o ~ci ty  B ~ I Lritbcut a ~ v e t d y---+ 

affecting b r i t y  voters. If fhe city dacidea to eubmit - A -.. 

+ -- such 8 change, the A t t o m s l f  General may reconsider h;l8 


objeotfan. 

C 



To enable this Department to met ita xesponsiblity 
to enforce the Voting Rights A c t ,  please in fom us w i t h i n  
twenty says of your receipt of this letter what course of 
action the City  of Taylor plaas to take w i t h  respect to --
~ U S  If you have any questions concerning thismatter. 
letter, please feel free to call Elda Gor6on (202--724-
6 6 7 5 )  of our staff, who has been assigned to handle this 
su33miosion. 

Sincerely, 

Assistant Attorney General- .. 
Civil Rights Division 


