
George W'ikoff ,Esq. 

City  Attorney 

Ci ty  of Port Arthur 

P. 0.Box 1089 

Port  Arthur, Texas 77640 


Dear h4r. Wikoff: 

This is in reference t o  t h e  referendurn election on collective 

bargaining (Ordinance No. 79-108) scheduled f o r  January 19,1980, in 

t h e  Ci ty  of Port Arthur, Jefferson County, Texas, submitted t o  t h e  

Attorney General pursuant t o  Section 5 of t h e  Voting Rights Act of 

1965, as amended. Your submission was received on November 20,1979. 


On hlarch 24,1978, an objection was interposed on behalf of t h e  

Attorney General t o  voting changes occasioned by t h e  consolidation 

of t h e  Cit ies of Lakeview, Pear Ridge and Port  Arthur. The basis 

for this objection was t h e  dilutive e f f e c t  on minority voting strength. 


I t  is our position t h a t  Section 5 requires t h a t  no election in which 
t h e  voting changes occasioned by t h e  consolidation are t o  b e  implemented, 
except elections likely t o  provide a basis fo r  curing t h e  dilutive e f f e c t s  
of the consolidation, may be conducted by t h e  Ci ty  of Port  Arthur 
until this  objection is removed. 

The special referendurr; election called for January 19, 1980, does 

not have t h e  potential  for remedying t h e  objection interposed on 

hlarch 24,1978. It would, however, permit persons living in Pear  Ridge 

and Lakeview-the areas  whose consolidation with Por t  Arthur has been 

objected to-to vote  along with residents of t h e  pre-consolidation city. 

Under t h e  circumstances, this would const i tu te  a violation of Section 

5. Accordingly, on behalf of t h e  Attorney General  I must object  to 

the s ~ b m i t t e dreferendum election. 


cc: Public File 



Cf course, a provided by Secticn 5 of the Voting -F-h~t.s Act, 
you have t : ~rigit ti^ seek a cieckratory jua,plient from the United 
Staics district Court far the UistricS of Coiiimd.a tiat tfb m g c  
has neither the purpose nor will have titc effect of dcnyhg or aDridgiill; 
ti= ti.&? to vote on xcwnt of race, color, ot membership ina language 
ridnority group. in addition, the Procedures far tire Ad~rinbtration 
of Section 5 (28 C.F.R. 5U1(0)and id, 5L23, anci 5i.24) pcrrdt you 
to request the Attorney General to reconsider tiw objection. HoUiCVtX, 
until ti* objecda? is withdrawn or ti-te judgment from the District 
ai Cofw~bidCourt obtdnai, the effect of the objection by tht A t t o m y  
General ir to :naJIe ttte referenriain election legally umifotceabla 

Ta enable ti& Departn~entto meet its responsibility tomiforce 
trle V o t e  Rights Act, please inform us witilin twenty days of your 
receipt oi  t'nis lettcr what m i r s e  of action the City af Port Arthur 
plans tD take with respect to this matter. If you have any questions 
cmccrni..ti% lexter, please feel free to call &4t. Jess Vigi l  
(202/7;kti676j of our staff, c4-10lw been ask& to handle this 
suhniission. F l e w  reier to Fiic i*. C7763 inany written reqmse to 
th is  letter so ttat your correspondme wil l  be properly &&ccL 

'Drew S Days 1l1 
Assist3nt Attorney General 

Civil Ridits Division 


