
J. C. Reagan, Esq. 1 FEB 198i.j 
Bartram, Reagan? 

Btxrua & Dierlcsen 
P o s t  O f f i c e  Eox 69 
205 Xorth Sew&;?Avenue 
23ew Wraunfols, Texas 78130 

Dear i v i r .  Reagan: 

T h i s  is i l i  rofarance to tho redistricting of coi~m~issiot~er 
precincts md the change i n  the boundaries of Voting Precincts 
10 and 14 i n  C o m a l  C o a ~ t y ,Texas, submitted to the Attorney 
General pursuant to Sect ion 5 of the Vatiny Bights A c t  of 1965, 
as arnondod. Your submission w a s  received on May 7 ,  1373. On 
July G, 1979, we sent a letter requesting additional information 
necessay to c o m p l e t e  our review of this submission, h copy of 
tEsat let ter  ie attached. 

Our records indicate that, to date,  we have received 110 
response to our requaat, He have obtained answers to some of 
our questions from other sources; however, we still need the 
following previously requested information to evaluate properly 
the changes in question: 

I. Maps of the county and of tilu C i t y  of New Braunfels* 
showing the exist ing boundaries and boundaries after khe change 
with areas of minority population concentrations so indicated; 
it would be most helpful to  have Cl~eoeareas of concentration 
sf.awnas portions of census enumeration districts if possible. 

2. Reasons for selecting the plan that was adopted, 
(We underatand that the Mexican American Legal Dofense and 
Education Fund (IIIALDEF) submitted two otrbr plans for your 
consideration.) 



3 .  A description of any vexiFicatbn of the ziccaracy 
of the methodology of dstaminiuq the pcqulation anit racial 
com,wsition of s p l i t  emuacration Gistriets. 

4 .  JU.~estimates that have brjou uncle of the ahage in 
tlto total population o r  racial  or lang~tagautL.iorfCy group
composition of the county rinccs tfica IS70 Canma, 

5 .  The numbax of  r o c ~ i 8 t ~ ~ t dvoters by ram or lrsnv~aqs 
minority -up fog each voting precinct in the ootu~ty. If 
axact atatistics aze not evafLalle, please pxovide your best 
estimates and the basfs far thaw estimatoo. 

6. Primary autd general election xesult;~, by procinci, 
of a1I contests irt  whiah r Mexican Ar;zerSa;ul l~asoor~pottxlfor 
tkie ~msi t ionof County Comiasisnsr, Jriaticle of ae Peace, 
Coilstable, SlierifE, T~LYAersessor/Cc~llectar, or School Trurrtaa 
or fur any other county off ios  sinco "vdex I, 1972. I?@ 
understand that thoro was a Haxican aeriean c*&rlilidate for 
cor;slxble i n  1975 and that tharo is some discrupwzcy Fn 
~ P L O  elocthn results, Tfiaefoxe, ploase provide b o a  umfficial 
nws5:mper tallies and off icirrl reoulksr, by pr~clnct*for: this 
oleation. 

U i ~ d a ~  tho truhlttingSection 5 o f  the Vothg Right& Act; 
authority has the burden of proving t l a t  a subdtt%Ccbage 
lias no clirtcrfnlnatory g w s e  or agfeot. Sea, s.(l. wr{:ia v. 
IinitaG-...-- ---states, 411 U.S. 526 (1973)r 26 C.F.C. 51x3'. In 
bailing to provide the Attorney  General w i t h  tho information 
necesssry for the proper evaluation of your suPubissioa, you 
trave failed to sustain your burilea of proof. !Sherefore, on -. 
behalf of the Attomay General, 1 rus* object to tlre rubnitted 
changes. 

O f  aourse, as jpr~viddby Section 5 of t2w Voting Ughta 
A c t  you have the t ight tea a Beularatary judgamnt fram the 
United Sta tes  District Court for the nirtrfct of Caluabia that 
f i ~ s c dehangeo have neithw the purpose nor w i l l  hava the effect 
of doraying or abridgiug tha zight to voto on account of! ram8 
color ox membereltip 331 a language minority group. Zn addi tba ,  
tho Frocedures for the Adrafniskratien aP Section 5 (28 CIFoR, 
Slo  21(b) a d  (a), 51.23, a d  51.20) ~ x ~ d tto thQ~ Q U  ~ e ~ u e s t  
Attorney Ganore to reeonsfiZerr the objetckbn a d 0  in this 
instmce, we w i l l  reconsfder the mattar upan rwipt  of the 
additional information we pxeviously zsqneotod. nom,v8rr 



ur.tsil tiao objection is withilruvm or the j u d g r ~ i tfron the 
D i s t r i c t  of Columbia Court  obtained, *theeffact of the 
objectfcn by the AStorney Ganaral irs to W.e the redistziating 
of mnnissfoner precincts ant3 the changes in Voting Precincts 
3Q ~ t r d14 of Comal County, Texas, legally unenforceable. 

To enable this Deparlfiraat to nest ita ruapontlibility to 
azforcs the Voting Rights A o t ,  please idom us w i t h i n  twenty 
Gays of your receipt o f  t h i s  letter what course of action 
cmal Co~urtyplane to take w i t h  r e ~ i p c tto this mattor. If 
~puhave any questions concerning t h i s  letter, please feel 
free to cal l  :~sI. flouna Clarke (202--724-7440) of olir s t a f f ,  

ha6 boen assicped to llanClle this subniaoion. 

DRLM S. BAY6 I11 
A s a i s t a r r t  Attorney General 

Civil Rights Division 



Dear 3 r .  Reagan: 

X'i~isis i n  reference to your request that the Attorney 
General rcconsitier his Bebruacy 1, 1980, objection under Section 
5 of t 5 e  Votinp Rights Act of 1965, 4 2  U.S .C.  1973c, to t h e  
~ e ~ - l l s t r f c t i n q  inof comjssioner precincts and t h e  change 
boundzr ies  of Voting Precincts Uo. 10 and No. 14 in Comal 
County, Texas. Your request was corapleted on February 27, 
7 n n n  

The Attorney General objected to tbcoe changes because 
tile county bad failed to provide sufficient information to enable ua 
to makc n determination on t h e  merits of the changes involved 
and,  thereby,  had not s u s t a i n e d  its burdan of proving t h a t  
thcse vot ing  changes had n e i t h e r  the ~urposenor the effect 
of d i s c r i ~ ~ i n a t i n qon the basis of race, color, or m m -
b e r s h i p  i n  a language minority group. The information sub-
sequent ly received from you and from other interested parties 
J-ends  tts to conclude at this time that t h s  county has  met 
t h a t  burden and that no objection to those changes is warrantc6. 
T h e z ~ f a c e , purscant to the reconsideration guidelines pto-
mulga tad  fcr @he zdministration of Section 5 ,  28 C.F.R. 
5 1 . 2 3  thrau5h 51.25, the objection interposed t o  t h e  redistricting 
of Cons1 Councy commissioner precincts and t h e  changes in 
Voting  Precincts go. 10 and 370. 1 4  is hereby withdrawn, 
ilo-t7evsr, ws feel a responsibility to point out that Sect ion 
5 0 5  t k e  Voting Riqhts  Act expressly provides that t h e  fa i lure  
of t h e  Attorney General to object does no t  bar any subsequent 
j u d i c i ~ lact ion to e n j o i n  t h e  enforcement of such changes. 

Sincerely, 


Drew 3. Days 111 
Assistant Attorney General 

C i v i l  R i g h t s  Division 


