REDL oy 1987

Joe D. Alford, Era,

Weat {ranve=Cove Tonanlidatoesd
Independent School iHstrict

118 South jlorider
Dranee, Texas 775306

tear 'ir, alford:

Thiy is in reference te the numbered poasition and najor-

ity vote requirements for the election of the Board of Trustees
of cha YVest Oranue-Cove Congalidatad Indenondent School
“"lastriet ilo drancse Covnty, Tnzas, subritted te the Atterncey
“teneral puranant to dection 5 ofF trhe Voting Riphts Act of

124%, as azended, Your gubmissjon was comnleted on

Tecorher @, 134G,

S Ve have plven careful consideration te the informa-
tion furnishad Ly you as well as information and comments by
intereaned partics. lUnder the nregsent method of election,
activel truztecs are elected at-larze by a pluralite vote.

Under thece ciceumstances, court deciaions, to which we

Feel oblieated to wive creat wailsht, indicate that a numhorad
rosicion syaten and a majoritv vere requirement ean have the _
potential tor "hridninq minoricy votinp rizhta, See NMunaton v,
“oott, 33€ F. Supp 206, 213 (N.D, ¥.C, 1972), tihite v.
Tariater, 412 17,5, 75 766=7017 (1“77), Zimrer v, Hckeithen,
in r. fa 1297, 1105 (Sth Cir. 1972), afr'd sub nom. Fnat
Correll Par sh nchicol Foard v. Marshall, 474 U.3. G386 (1576);
ancd uLlagrs tnd'\or lLasrine Lnodvrqffp v, ity or Shrevenort,
71 F.RaDe 6 .}, A28, 01) '-"b (”.h Ta. ]67;‘). ,
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e have not been orovided- xn;urm tion sufflcient to
- demonstrate that the nosition sygtam and maioricy vote
reaguiremens will met diluze the notentisl of the minoricy.
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votriow sireacih in ghe Vasip Oranpe-tove Tongelidated [ndepend-
Ceur Schocel Distriet. Alrnhocebh blaek eandidates have beon
rloctud to the board of rrustaees, this was wnder the at-larve,
nluraline wmeche! of election and it has rot beoen ahiowm that the
addition af rche pesitvicn svaten and wmajority vore reguireorments
will not maxe it move difficult rfor blach candidates to be
elected anc L1 oo in0bibit the full and caual perticipation
of blacke iz tie school districe's policiesl process. '

Fection % n¥ the Vorine llivats Ace »laces upon the
submittine antharicy thne purcden of »rovine that submitted - :
©as in votine practices and nrgceadures de not have a raciallv
lnatery purposn oy rriinct,  See, c.v., Ceorcia v. inived -
, 411 it t. 526 (1973); 28 CuF.R. 51.19. " Becauvse of cthe
retancial for Jdilurtise black voting strength inherent in the
vse of a placa gystem and majority wvote requirament in the
Alenc Oranve=Uave {onsolidared Independeont dchool Distriet and
tecauge the achool district has not advanced any compelling
reaeen for their use, e arc ynable to conclude that the burden
af proaf has Leoeon snstained and that the imposition of the
“wesition systen und vajority vete requirvament, in rhe context
e an at-Llaree electlon systenm, dees not have a raciallv discri-
minatory nurnosc and will not have a racially discriminatory
affact in the “egt Oranre-Cove Consolidated Independont Schaool
tiatrict. Afceordinglyv, on bebalf ef the Attorney General, |
mudt interpose n ohiecction to the implementation of the nlace
. systen and najoricty vote reouirement for the election of members
of the Roard of Truateas of rthe Uest Ovannpe-Cove Consolidated
Tndeseirdent Schocl District. S '
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Of course, as nrovided by Secrion 5 of the Voting
Riglits. Act, you have the rirlit to seek a declaratorv judg-
rentt from the United States District Court for the District
ol Colunvia that theae chanpes neither have the purpose nor
will have tie effect of denyine or abrideinz the risht to
vote on account of race, color or membership in a lansuare
winority uroup. In addition, the Procedures for the
Adninistration of Section 5 (2% C.¥F.R. 51.21(b) and (c),
51.23, and 51.24) parmit vau ©o request the ALtorney.
General to veconasider the chjection., However, wntil the
objection i= uvithdrawn or the judement from the District
of Columbia Cnurt abtained, the etfect of the objection
by the Atterrevy Toneral is co nake the ure aof the nlace
avater amlb maiovity vote regquirenent lexally unenforceable.




2 this Nepartwent to neet its responaibi-

lity to enforee the Yorine Xiahts Act, pleare inforw us
vighin twears ddave o your receirt of this letter what
course ~i zerion fthe Yest Oranee-Cove Consellduated Indupﬁnd-
ant fSciwel ristricc niang ko £abe vith

. (o)

rosnect te this matte
If wou have any inestions ccncerning this letter, nloase knel
g ecuntact Tarvrl tio Czbhel (H“?--?fu-743“) of. our ﬂrarc, vwho

is availslie oo '.-T...'l-‘.“:.'-‘.‘; chitn canter withh von,

ﬁincnrelv

James P. Turner
Acting Aksistant Attorney General
Civil Pights Dvision



