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H s n o r a b l e  D a v i d  ilea11 
S r c r a t d r y  o f  S t a t e  
E l e c t i s n e  D l v i s l o n  
P .  0 .  B o x  1 2 8 8 7  
A u s t i n ,  Texas 7 8 7 1 1  

Dear  M r .  S e c r e t a r y :  

T h i a  i s  i n  r e f 2 r c n c z  t o  t h e  L e g i u l d c i v e  R e d l ~ t r i c t i n g  
B o a r d  P l a n  N u m b e r  1 w h i c h  p r o v l d e t i  t u c  t h e  r e d l e t r l c t l n g  
of t h a  S e n a t e  t o r  t h e  S t a t c  o f  T e x a s  s u b u i t t e d  t o  t h e  
A c t o r n e y  G & i i e r a l  p u r d u a n t  t o  S e c t i o n  5 o f  ~ h eV o t l n g  K i g h t s  
A c t  o f  1 9 6 5 ,  a s  a m e n d e d ,  4 2  U.S.C. 1 9 7 3 ~ .  Y s u r  s u b ~ u i a d i o i ~  
wad r e c e l v e d  o n  D e c e m b e r  1, 1 9 8 1 .  

We h d v e  g i v e n  c d r e f u l  c o i i s i d e r a t i o n  t u  t h e  i n i o r t n a -
t i - o n  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  ~ u p p l l e d .  I n  a d ~ i L t i o n , w e  h a v e  e x a a i n c d  
c o m n e n t d  d n ~ 1 L u f o r ~ n a c t o r ~p t d v i d r d  b y  u t h r r  i n c r r e d t z d  p e r s o u s .  
A s  y o u  k n o w ,  u n d e r  S e c t ~ o u5 o t  t t ~ eV o ~ l n gK L g h t v  ~ c t ,t h e  
s u b m i t t l ~ ~ ga u t t l o r  l c y  ha t i  t h e  b u r J t : t ~  o f  p r ~ v i n gt t t a t  a e u b -
m i t t e d  c h a i ~ $ eh a s  n o  c i t e c r i m t n o t o r y  p u r p d s e  o r  r f f e z t .  
S e e ,  %., G r o r f i u  v .  l l n t c e t l  ! i ~ n c e a , 4 1 1  U . S .  5 2 b  (1'173);--- --PA.--
u e r  a l a o ,  P r u c c d u r e d  t a r  t h e  A J , A L ~ L Y  o ft r d t l o n  S e ~ : t i o n  
5 ,  1 8  C . F . K .  5 1 . 3 3 ( e )  ( 4 0  F e d .  R e g .  U I U ) .  

In t l ~ i d L f ~ ~ t d n c r  t , :~vc :  r e k : e i v e d  a n u m t d r  o f  d l l e g a -w e  
~ 1 0 1 1 3 t h d c  p l a n  ( l i s c r 1 uil n d t c *  a g a i n a t  bLdt- .k . ind  M e x i c a n -
A ~ n r r i i a nvoters 1,l c e r t ~ i , ~  t h e  a t a t e .  l n  f a s t ,  y o u rp d r c b  ( , f  

t i u b m l d t j l a n  i L e c t l f  n t a t r o :  


I C  that-, t u i bit L h d t  t h c  ti!~biuLt C e ( tC O L ~ ~  if,'/ .it f C ~ L L  

P L J L ~11ldy n o t  c ~ . , r f i i ~ l y  L : ~ C V ~ ~ c l : ~ g  AcC 111 t i l l .u l c l :  K!&hca 
r e t r p e c t d .  ' I 'hcr12 , i r e  L ~ ! i : . v  t h , i t  ::::.i2r t h e  P l a n  L h c r e  
i e  d r c t r u g r c v j i o n  i a  u ~ p u r c c ~ n L t l . c af o r  a i ~ ~ ~ r i t y  
r = p r e s e n t u r l ~ n .  In uy up:c, lca t i e v e r d l  a f  t h e a e  
c l d i s d  d i e  m ~ ~ L K o c ? u u d .  



S e c a t ~ d e u i  r i l e  n u m b e r  o t  q u e d t i o n e  w h i c h  t h u d  h a v e  
S d e n  r d i d e d  a b o u t  Che p l d n  a n d  b r c a u ~ ay a u  h d v e  
r e q u r u r e d  t h a c  W* m a k e  a d e c l s l o l i  o n  t h i s  e u b s i u s l o n  
o n  c a d  b d d i ~o f  t h e  i n f o r m a t ! o ! l  n s w  h s f o r e  u a ,  - =  i i r e  
w ! ! r 5 l a  :"c u n c i u d e  t h a t  c h r  e t d t e  h a u  e a t l a l i e d  i c a  
b u r d e n  o f  d z m o n a c r a c  L!ig r h * t  t i le  p i a n  "does n o t  h a v e  t h e  
p u r p o r a  a n d  v ? l f  n o t  h a v e  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  d e n y i n g  o r  a b r i d g i n g  
c h e  r l y h c  t o  v o t e  o n  a c c d u t r t  o f  r d c r ,  c o l o r  o r  ( m e r n b e r u h l ?  
i n  d l a n g u a g e  m i n o r l c y  g r o u p !  . " & 2  U . S . C .  1 9 7 3 ~ .  A c c o c J l n g l y ,  
G I I  b c l r a l i  o f  t h e  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ,  I m u o c  L n t e r p o o e  a n  
o b j e c t i o n  t o  t h d  p l a n .  

A t  t h e  o u c a e c ,  we n o t e  t h u t  i n  c h e  t e n - y e a r  p e r i o d  
s i n c e  t h e  1 9 7 0  C e n a u e  t h e  s c a c e ' e  population h a e  i n c r r n d r d  
b y  2 7 . 1  p e r c e n t ,  A e l g n i i l c a n t  p o r t i o n  of t h a t  F n c r s a o r  
w a d  e x p e r i e n c e d  i n  t h e  1 ~ 1 n o r L t y  c o a m u n l t y .  T h i d  i d  

e s p e c i a l l y  t r u e  f o r  t h e  M e x i c a n - A m e r i c a n  p o p u l a t i o n  
w h i c h  i n c r e a v e d  4 4 . 9 6  p e r c e n t  s i n c e  1 9 7 0 .  

T h e  e e n a L e  d t v t r l c t i n g  p l a n ,  h o w e v e r ,  d o e s  n o t  
a p p e a r  t o  r e f l e c t  t h l d  L n c r r a e e  i n  t h e  v o t i n g  a t r r n g t h  
a t  t h e  m i n o r i t y  c o ~ ~ u u n l t y .  T h e  n e t  r e e u l t  e e e m a  t o  b e  a 
p l a n  i n  w h i c h  m i n o r i t i e o  e n j o y  n o  e l g n i f i c n n r  g a l n e  e v e n  
t h o u g h  t h e i r  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h e  p o p u l d t l o n  ham i n c r e a e r d  
a n d  t h e  d e m o g r a p h y  o f  t h e  e t a t e  p r e e e n t m  s e v e r a l  n r e n e  
f o r  r z c o y n i z i n g  t h e  i n c r a d s r d  p o t e n t i a l  o f  t h e  m i n o r i t y  
c o m m u n i t y .  U h l l e  we r z c o g n l z e  t h e r e  t a  n o  o h l L g e t l o n  t o  
m a x i m i z e  t h e  p o l l t t c n l  i r n p d c r  of a m i n o r i t y  g r o u p ,  i t  
hd> b e e n  a l l e g e d ,  d n i i  n u t  ~ d r q u a t e l y r e f u t e d ,  t h e c  t h e  
d t a t e ' e  p l a n ,  a e  i c  ~ P t r c t dM r x a r  8113 N d r r i d  C a u n c i e s ,  
u n n e c e e d a r i l y  f c a g m z n c e  i n l n o r i c y  c o n c e n t r a t i u n a  i n  e u c h  
a m a n n e r  a 9  t a  d i l u t e  t h e  voting u C r e n g t \ r  of t h e  r n i n o r L t y  
c o m u i u n i t i a o .  

F o r  e x a m p l e ,  i n  b e x d r  C o u n t y ,  e x l a t i n g  D i v t r i c t  
1 9  i s  u n d e r p o p u l a t e d  a c c o r d i n g  t u  t h e  1 9 8 0  C e n e u e  and 
t h u s  r e q u i r e s  a d d i t i o n d l  p e r s o n a  t o  n e e c  o n e  p e r r o n - o n e  
v o t e  s t a n d a r d s .  T h e  p r o p o e e d  p l d n  f o r  c h i d  a r e a ,  h o w e v e r ,  
r r m o v e a  a s u b e t a n t i a l  n u m b z r  a f  M e x i c a n  A m e r i c a n a  f r o m  
t h i s  J i o t r i c t  a n d  t tdJs a l a r g e r  n u m b e r  o f  A n g l o e .  The 
a f t e c t  of t h i s  m e t h o d  o r  J r a u l n g  t h e  f o rb ~ u ~ ~ d a r l e a  





O f  c o u r s e ,  ad  p r o v l ~ I r d by  S z c c i o n  5 o f  t h d  V o t i n g  
R i g h t a  A c t ,  y o u  h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  d e r k  4 d a c l ~ r d c o r y  
j u d g m e n t  f r o m  the  Un1:rd S C a t e d  D i a t r F c C  C o u r t  f o r  t h e  
D i v t r l c c  o f  C o l u m b l a  c h a c  t h r d e  c h a n g e u  h a v =  n e i r ? ! r r  c h e  
p u r p o a e  nor w i l l  h a v e  c h r  e & f e c c o f  d e n y i n g  o r  a b r i J g l n g  
t h e  r i g h t  t o  v o r e  e n  s c c o z n t  o f  i a c r ,  c o i o r  o r  m a u b e r s h i p  
i a  a l a n g u d d r  m i n o r i c y  g r d u p .  t i o r e v e r ,  u n ~ i1 the o b j e c t t o n  
i s  u l t h d r a v n  o r  a j j d g m r n c  rrom t h e  D i v t r t c c  of C o l u m b i a  
c o u r c  i s  o b t a i n e d ,  t h e  e t f e c c  o f  t h L ~objection L A  t o  
r e n d e r  t h e  r e d l e t r i c c t n g  of t h e  T e x a s  S e n a t e  au a u t h o r i z e d  
b y  t h e  L e g l s l a t i v e  R e d l ~ ~ r l s t i n gB o d r d ' o  P l d n  Number  1 
l e g a l l y  u o a n f a r c e a b l e .  

I f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u r e t i o n a  c o n c e r n i n g  t h i s  l e t t e r ,  
p l z a d e  f e e l  f r e e  t o  c a l l  C a r l  C a b e l  ( 2 0 2 - 7 2 4 - 8 3 8 8 ) ,  
D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  S a c c l o n  5 U n i t  o f  t h e  V o t i n g  S e c t i o n .  

S l n c a r e l y  

Wm. B r d d f o r d  R e y n o l d a  

C i v i l  H i g h r e  D i v i a i o n  

\ 

c c :  	 Hon.  Mark W h i t e  

A t r o r n e y  G e n e r a l  

S c a t e  o f  T e x a e  




Honorable Hark White 
Attorney General of Texas 
Supreme Court Building 
P. O .  BOX 12548 
Austin, Texas 78711 

T h i s  is in response to your letters dated February 8, 
1982 and February 9 ,  1982 requesting raconrtderatfon of the 
Section 5 o b j e c t i o n s  interposed on January 25 and 29, 1982, 
Aa you b o w ,  this Department has recognized the Secretary 
of State as the official of the State of Texan responsible 
for submitting the congressional and legislative r e d i s t r i c t i n g - ' 

planu.  Thue we cannot treat your letters of February 8 and Y 
a6 requests for reconaideration of the objections a t  isuue. 

However, by Letter dated February 9 ,  1982, the Secretary 
of State has requested thac we reconofder the objectLons and 
that  review prseeoo fa currently underway, Your Letters and 
supporting information will be conaidered in the courae or 
our review and ve inv i te  you to submit whatever additional 
inforaation you deem relevant-

I am encloeing for your inforsacion a copy of a lecter 
which we have Bent to the Secretary of Sta te  regarding the 
objecttona of January 25 and 2 9 ,  1982. 

Sincerely ,  

Wm. bradford R e y n o l d s  

A a s l s t a n t  A t t o r n e y  General 


Civil Bif lhte  Division 


cc: 	 William P. Hobby 

Lieutenant Governor 



