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CivilRights Uvision 

Honorable Devfd Dean 
Secretary of S t a t e  
Elect f one Divirion 
P. 0 .  Box 12887 
Au8t i n ,  Teraa 78711 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

Thio i r  i n  re ference  t o  Senate B i l l  No. 1 (1981)
which provider f o r  the  Congreorlonal Dirtrlctr for the  
Sta te  of Texae, rubmitted t o  the  Attorney General 
purruant  t o  Sectfon 5 of the  Voting Rights  A c t  of 1965, 
61 amended, 42 U.S.C. 1 9 7 3 ~ .  Your ruba le r ton  var completed 
on December 7,  1981. 

We have given careful  coneidera t ion  t o  the i n f o r -
mation provided by you, data available from the Bureau 
of the Censua, and commentr and Information from l n t e r e a t e d  
t h i r d  p a r t i e r .  We a l r o  have conr idered  information r e l a t i n g  
t o  t h e  i r r u e r  r a i r e d  i n  Seamon v. U ham, C i v i l  Action No. 
P-81-49-CA (E.D. T a x . ) ,  X u f t  +Invo v ing  the Congrarr ional  
reopport tonment. 

Am you are aware, under Sect ion  5 t h e  eubzuitting 
a u t h o r i t y  hae tbe burden of proving t h a t  a rubmitted plan
doeo no t  have a d iecr lminetory  purpoee o r  effect .  See, e.g. ,  
Geor la v. Unlted S t a t e e ,  411 U.S. 526 (1973); ree a l s or f - -ect on 5 1 . 3 ~ ~ r o c d u r e ef o r  t h e  Adminir t rat ton of 
Section 5 (46 Fed. Reg. 878). Our a n a l y r i r  ha8 revealed thut, 

- f o r  t h e  moat p a r t ,  t h e  e t a t e  has a a t i u f i e d  i t o  burden of demonr-
tret ing t h a t  the rubmitted p l a n  i e  n o n d l r c r i a i n a t o r y  i n  purpore 
and effect.  Concerns remain, however, over  t he  manner i n  which 
the  congreasfonal d i s t r i c t  l i n e r  were drawn i n  a pa r t lon  of 
routh Texae. For t ha t  reason 1 rnuot, on behalf of the Attorney 
General, i n t e rpore  Sect ion  5 ob jec t ion  t o  the  p lan  becaure of 
the  manner i n  which i t  rffectu the  d i s t r i c t 8  described belove 





v I r r  you huve any queetione concerning this l e t t e r ,  pieaoe
c a l l  Carl Gabel [202-726-8388)3 Dlteetgr of the Section 5 Unit 
of the Voting Section. 

Sincerely, 

/-.-\ 

~ ~ o i ~ t e n tAttorney- General 
Civi l  Right, Divirion 



Honorable Hark White 
Attorney General of Texas 
Supreme Court Building 
P. O .  BOX 12548 
Austin, Texas 78711 

T h i s  is in response to your letters dated February 8, 
1982 and February 9 ,  1982 requesting raconrtderatfon of the 
Section 5 o b j e c t i o n s  interposed on January 25 and 29, 1982, 
Aa you b o w ,  this Department has recognized the Secretary 
of State as the official of the State of Texan responsible 
for submitting the congressional and legislative r e d i s t r i c t i n g - ' 

planu.  Thue we cannot treat your letters of February 8 and Y 
a6 requests for reconaideration of the objections a t  isuue. 

However, by Letter dated February 9 ,  1982, the Secretary 
of State has requested thac we reconofder the objectLons and 
that  review prseeoo fa currently underway, Your Letters and 
supporting information will be conaidered in the courae or 
our review and ve inv i te  you to submit whatever additional 
inforaation you deem relevant-

I am encloeing for your inforsacion a copy of a lecter 
which we have Bent to the Secretary of Sta te  regarding the 
objecttona of January 25 and 2 9 ,  1982. 

Sincerely ,  

Wm. bradford R e y n o l d s  

A a s l s t a n t  A t t o r n e y  General 


Civil Bif lhte  Division 


cc: 	 William P. Hobby 

Lieutenant Governor 



