
- - K e l l v  Frels, Esq. 
R ; T Z C ~ : ; = L L  & Pat:stscn 
2 9 0 9  South Tower Pennzoil Place 
Yotls ton, Texas 77r)O'L 

near Yr. Frels: 

This refer3 to the adoption of a majority vote requirement 
for the Uharton Independent School District in Wharton County, 
T e x a s ,  subnitted to the Attorney General pursuant to Section 5 
of the Voting Qiqhts Act of 1965, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 1973~. 

received the inforqation to complete your submission on 
October 2H, 1 9 5 6 .  

1Je have considered careEully che information you have 
provided, as well as the information provided by other interested 
parcies .  IJnder the school districres election system, the seven 
me~bersof che board of trustees are elected at large to nurnbered 
poscs and serve stagqered terms. According to information avaixable 
to us, votinq in IJharton Independent School District elections 
aFpears co be polarized along racial and echnic lines and this 
votinq pattern has hampered the ability of minorltv voters to 
elect caqdidaces of their choice. The school districr has noc 
provided us with sufficient information to reach a different 
co~clusion. 

In chis concexc, the incorporation of a majority vote 
require~ent,which increases the probability of "head-to- 
head" contests between minority candidates and white candidates, 
serves  to enhance the abilitv of the majoritv group to control 
the eleccion of all board members and &ereby exac;tbates the 
election difficulties faced bv minority voters. See City of 
Port 4rt911r v. Ilnited S t a t e s ,  459 1J.S. 159 (1982); Qoqers v. 
T,odvc?. 459 11,s. 6 1 3 .  627 (1982). 
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?Indvr S e c t i o n  5 of t 5 e  Votinr? ? i q h t s  4 e t ,  t h e  rruh?iitttt?g 
~ c c i i ~ r i f yhas t : ~ eo4r;len of F!Iu;~~?:;chat 2 suSsLtfed cilainqe 
h 3 s  no nrqcriqiqararv pur?ose or effect. See Cearyia  v. 
l ! n l c c : , !  ' ; t ; r t e s ,  G I  1 Frozenure=1; ,.:. 5'!+ ( 1 i 7  3 j  ; see a160 c r \ r  
r 7 r  r 'ye sf S e c t F ~ q5~ . . ? ~ ~ - ~ i ~ c r z t i ~ ~  (2R C2F+R. 5 1 , 3 9 ( e ) ) ,  
Xq I i y % t  ot t % e  conslderactons discuused above, f Cannor... -C;).li:i!l!jC, 9s 1 r r l r g t  yq;icf c!;rt -:c*ri i ly  =iv,::cs , * , c ~ , rhac ~ : - ~ c  
burden 5an heen s : lq fa ined  in t h i s  Ins~ance, Therefore, on 
l - ; e r l . i L r  uf t ! \ ~  musc o b j r c s  to the a t l j o r i f v4crorney Ceneral, 'I. 
l?.fr)toreql~irei-enc . 

:If course, as pr?videu by Sect ion 5 of the Vocine  
;Ji ,:f;cs 4 r c ,  vnu have the  riq;?t7tto see4 a declaratory 
iqt?o.?e?t f ~ O Bthe ' I n i t ~ r iS c 9 t e 3  Districf C O U ~ Cfor the 
!3istricc ~t Colu93is t h a t  th is  chsnqe has neicner the p u r p s e  
n?r f r f l . l  *p.\re r.%seffacr of dsrv lnq  or abridu.iny t h e  
r l . ; ' ) ~  vote  ov a c c o u ~ tot race, color, or ?e3Sers%ii,>in 
a Lanu,i~an<eslnoricv qrol~!). T q  ~ ( 1 1 1 ~  Sect lo f i  51.4ki o n ,  of 
r?c* y t \ i r t e l l i n c ' ~pr_rr~its~ ( 1 1 - I  to T ~ . ; ) I ~ Z C I It q q t  the  . 4 t t o r n ~ y  
::e-~eral rcconsiger the objection, <ouever, until t h e  
! ~ ' - ~ i c t ? tir).r C *  frw t 5 e  %strict of.ritidrs'f?-r 3 j a d ~ . ~ ? t  
C 1 > 1 \ * - * 3 i ?C:ln! l r t  is o h t r l n e d ,  t i e  e f f e c t  of t%e ohj~ctionby 
t'-r. i c t l j ~ r ~ c - . ', n c t i l t r . * l  is i.lat<e tl;r \ l y e  of t h e  ~ l d j o r i t vvote 
r,~?~irr.r?:~-r:l ro . - i I . !  v v~nenforcc;lizlc. ? \  !! .=.3.  5 1 . 4 3 .  

;o e7-:'3'Lq t k f  t ?ephrr.w!nt to re-t Lcr; r c s ; l c c n s i b i 2  l t ) r  
t r ,  o?force t ? e  ilucinq Y i q h t s  P.cc, please Lnfors us of 
r ~ ~ ? ~ r r ; ~ - .;+pt rtlr 'f'latfcq 'Iqdc:)tr?-icr?r. cc'-,>,-lCist r ic t ,nf  

4'1!; t!j c:.;;. .;. ~ i ~ t ' l  naccel-.f e S i ~ e C tto ch i s  I t  yoi: have arlv 

! :? .~sci~xr, . ; ,  frej t o  cdll "lrl: A. !'ds!i.-.r( 2 ! ~ - 7 2 b - 5 3 - $ 8 ) ,  

. - . cc~?r i l trv / ' .+  I.'? tire ?;eccion 5 i J n i t  ot-.c!..t! b'otinr Srcrron. 
rL<* . . re r  


