
fx.Albert  3. LilTy, Jr. 
Attorney for t h  Comomu1th  

Eor CaroliaE: C c a t y  
Post O f f k e  Bar; 441 
Bovltq Cr-, VirgLnla 22427 

This is in respoasc t o  your subnlssion, GZI be-
haLf of Caroline C u m t y ,  Vizginia, of a redistricting 
plan an2 prc=inct r c a l i w n t .  The suhissicm was 
&?dc to the Attoracy General purouax~t;t o  Scction 5 of 
the V o t i w  U@ts Act  of 1965, 42 U.S.C. 1 9 3 3 ~ .  

The Attorney General will no: at this tiPc hter-
pose a.a objection t o  the sahaftted redistricting p l w .  
Yo;; s h a d  be aware, of course, that Scccciasl 5 provides 
that this failoure t o  object does not preclude future 
tecal action shmifd it Later be ckterrutnetl that the 
chimge violates the F i f  tmatb Awesads;ept. 

h'e have received cmpiaints frw 6- of ttse citi-
zei&s OE hro1fPe Wuty to tiae effect that thf: g r a t  tiis-
tsncc between Port &oyal aad t&e residences of voter8 
previuusly a s s ipe j  t o  Sparta precinct w i l l  c3iscwrag.c 
many bLack vu~ersfrm urercizin;,: their voting r igkts .  
in light of y w request that ti- provide an expedited 
rssaongc t o  yovr subrzission of prwhct chnges, we axe 
unable in t& t h e  avilflabto t o  conclude that the pre-
cinct rleal.igzmenr affect* these voters w f l l  not  have 
the effect of abridging v o z i q  rights sxl account of 
race ~d accoltdingfy m a t  interpee an objectA.on to the 
i.r~plezieatat;ionof ttxat p u t  of the precinct realkgtiscitlt. 
__------.% 



Section 4 provldcs chat you lray briny c;3 indcpendent 
actioz in the District C-t f o ~tlrc Uistrict OF Coluzibio 
for a decfaratory judpenc tha~the objected t o  c b ~ sb s  
neithex tie purpose nor ~ 3 1 1bave the ofr'ect of denying ox 
a b r i d g i q  t k  right: to vote on account of race or color. 
Until e h  a jdsent 16 ubkAirmO, hm+ever, t b  e f f e c ~o f  
this objection is to render unenforceable tho assignrau~of 
tho fonrtcr voters at Sparta  to P a r  Royal pzecinct. 

It is our uodewtandfng that there are no contested 
races i n  tho Sep-er prhary slectim b P o r t  Royal Elec-
r i o r~District. Far t h i s  ueasm, OUT I h i t e d  objectioa t o  
y o u  prcciacc reili,gpaent ~houldhave ao adverse effect 
upon ti= cmifuct of p r b a r y  alectfous ia Caroline County. 
Thc operation of this obfectioa, hawover, uLlL make it 
i l k g a l  to cmduct future clcctiow ;in Port Royal Districc 
without c r e e t k  a ~ u i t a b hpolling place an6 precinct for 
the voter5 mentioned above at ot: near the town og Sparta 
or at s m e  other cmeaieat locatiw. As aoun as actim 
&hasheen taka by the aptprczgrfatc local officfals t o  crcatc 
such a precinct, i t 8  s ~ s s i ~ nhexa would receive our 
pzrz3t =d caraTc1 cmstderal%m. 
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