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»r. John 8. Davenporit, I1X

ilays, Valentine, Davenpo

SO VS at Law

cs: Office RBox 1122
ichmond, Virginia 23208
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Dear Mr. Davenporc

This is in reference to your submission under
o the Voting ng“ha Act of 1965 of the 1971
n to the City of Pehe*sourg, Virginia. Your.
on was xecesived on December 24, 1971. The
thichh tihie Attorney General has to interpose

330
30

o
O

vt
4
[ 4
»>
'.}Ofi

J ion to the implemantation of your proposed
an exgires on rebruary 22, 1872,

In examining an annexation under Section 5 of
the Voting Rigihts Act, it is incumbent on the Attoxney
General to determine whether the annexation--either in
purpose or effeci--resulis in racial discrimination in
voting In makinc this evaluation we apply the legal
crinciples whicn the Courts have developed in the same
or analogoug situation. Moreover, it is also signifi-
cant that Section 5 only prohibits implementation of
cianges a_fec.lng voting and prov1ues that such changes
nay not be enforced witiiout receiving prior approval by
tae Rttorney CGeneral or by the DlSurle Court for the
District of Columbia. Our proover concern then is not
with the validity of the annexation but with the changes
in veting which proceed from it.

In the case of Petersbhurg, we can sumnarize our
sideration as follows: The pre-znnexation population
Petersburg was made up of 56 percent black citizens

44 perceat white citizens. The city's five-menber

ing body was elected at large on a plurality basis.
part of its deliberations the council considexed and
voted down a proposal that the election of its members
be revised so that each would be elected by and would
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