R

A
Progey

T oaaet

DETIAR Y IEDE T - L T
EHES DTS o v

L T T T BTy

27 SEP 1978

wir. Perking wisor.
Assistant Attoniey General
Commonwealtn of Virginiz
Sreine Lourt Butlaing
Hul Last wrouc Strect
RiCunong, Virghuz 23219

el »J. wilsons

This Is in reicrence to Chapter 308 (S 628; (1979) which provides
stagzerec terms for menders of the council for the Town of Gretna,
Fittsylvania Couinty, Virginiz, subinittec tw the Attorney Gencral
pursuant 0 Section 5 of tire Voting Rights Act of 1905, as a:nenued.
Your subiiission was coupleted on August Z, 1975,

We have given carcful consideration to the Information furnisied
Dy the submitting autaorily and to comuaients from othier interestad
parties. (ur analysis reveals that uncer 2 staggered teras nietiow
oi elcction, the opportunity for minority represcentation will probavly
be dirainisived. Since 1971, eight bluck candicates have run for city
office. Ivone have placed hizher than fifth, & position insufficient
t aciueve election under tie plurality system, were staggered terms
b efiect, Thus, under the proposad system it appears, from past voting
patterns in the City, that blacks coulkd not win suilicient white support
to elect a representative of their choice. As a result, we wre unaoic
to concluce that a staggered terias systen: will not have a discrinunatory
knpact on tive black voters in the Town of Gretna.

Undcer Section 5 of the Yoting Rights ACt the subinitting authority
nas the burden of proving that a subiaitted change has no discriminatory
purposc or eftect. Sce, e.g., Georgia v. United States, ¢l U.S, 520
U973); 28 CF.R. SLEY. In light of the cunsiderations discussed above,

I cannot conclude, a3 I inust under the Voting Rights Act, that that
burden has deen sustained in this instance. Consequently, [ must on
behaif of tix: Attorney General interpose an objection to the stagering
of terms occasioned by this act.
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Of course, as provided by Section 5 of the Yoting Rights Act,
you have the right to seex a declaratory judginent from the United
States District Court for tne District of Columeia that this change
has neitiier the purposc nor will Lave the elfect of denylng or abridging
the rizht to vote on acccunt of race, color, or membarship in a language DU
minority group. I adciucn, the Procedures for the Adinlnistration -
of Section 5 (48 L.F.R. 3LZKD) and (c), 5L.23, and 5L24) periait you
to reguest the Attorney General to recensider the objection, However,
until the objection Is witidrawn or the judgment froin the District
oi Colunibia Court abtainec, the effect of the objection by tihe Attorney
General is to iaake the unplementation of Chapter 308 legaily unenfarceable,

To enable this Department to racet its responsitility to enforce
the Yoting Rughits Act, please Inform us within twenty days ef your
receipt of tids letter of the course of action that the Towa of Gretna
plans 10 taxe with respect to this matter. If you have any questions
caicerning this Jetter, please feel free to call Mrs, Elda L. Gordon
(202-724-6675), of our staif who has been assigned to handle this submlssion.

Sincerely,

DREW S DAYSII
Assistant Attorney General
Civll Rights Divislon

CCl Ml’. CO‘eﬂ’-ln Bn *-anig Jta
Town Attorney
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