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The Legislator

How 1st termers see the job

1 see mysell as an advocate of
the people.” says Karen Clark
{DFL-Mpls).

*1 view my vole as botha
reflectar and interpreter of
public interest,

“Secondly, it's to provide some
type of leadership to
constitaents with regasrd to
issues and problems, and,
hapefully, solutions.”

As an individual contribution
Clark says. “One of my
strengths i in coalition-
building, 1 think 1 will be
glfective in working with a lot of
different kinds of people—
bringing together some of the
interests of both rural and ety
legislators,™
Clark grew ap on g farm and
{eels she knows the concerns of
rural people, .
“Uthink Uit be able to be an
elfective inner Clty logislator by
also having commun grounds
with rural legislators.™
Clark’s mother is mayor of a
small lowi, “She taught me the
connection hetween econmmis
and soeial justice. She wag my
most immediate source of
inspiration in my political and
community work.”

Clark ran for the Legislature at
the request of people in her
neighborhood, and about her
political ambitions says, “Pm
real interested in state
government. Minnesota has
always been a leader nutionally
through its state legislation.
That's what's exciting to me,
and that's where | plan to
work."

Ciark is unmarried, 35 years old,
a vegistered gradunte nurse
praciitioner from the Gollege of
St Teresn, Winona, Born in
Oklahoma, She represents
Disteint 59A,

Carolyn Rodriguez (DFL-Apple
Valley) is 4 housewife, former
teacher, und parent of 4 thivd-
grader, so it follows that she is
“very, very concerned over the
way cducation is going,™
Transportation for her aren is
amather interest, and another iy
health care ... *making uy many
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different types of medical care
available to people within a
reasonable distance from their
homes .., "

Campaigning Tor her was ...
o the whitke, a tremendously
rewarding experience and 4
tremendous learning ex perience.
“The campaign trail is Jong and
grueling, and its hard work,
Bul, on the overall, 1 think there
are far more pluses than

regatives,”

As to her individual
contribution to the Legistature,
Rodriguez says, “I've always
tried fo point vut that | am one
vote out of [34, and 1 will do
my best 10 solve the problems
and help back legistation that is
responsive 1o our neads,

“{ hope very much to be an
eloquent spokesperson for all
nay constituents’ eoncerns, And
1 hope sveryane will Teel free 1o
{ill me in whenever they have
sorething o bring to my
attention”

Rodriguez has a degree from the
University of Texus and studied
at the Universily of Maddd, She's
married to Jesus Hodriguez,
They have one child,

What started as a 18-yeur hobby
has become 1 job for Lawrence
Pogemiller (DFL-Mpls), He
sees it as “simply a publie
service;”

“1've been active in politics for
the last 1S years as a hobby.
When the opportunity came up
1o vun for office, it {it nicely into
my schedule, so | thought 1'd do
it while P'm still single. 1 a
tremendous burden on one's
family,”

Pogemilier feels commitice
waork is where the job's at, but
bie says he doesn't expedt to
have a “whaole lot of choice as to
what comimittees 'l be on, b
Vit interested in the areas of
revenge, taxation, eriminal
justice, and local government.
*HBy and large, whatever
commitices 1 get assigned to, ')
try {0 reach back a little and
learn the subject thoroughly-——
and deal with ite-become
somewhat of an expert on ji
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The pity-gritdy in coromitiee
work, the amending within
vornmittees, has a lob more o
da with public policy than the
broad strokes,

*The broad strokes will be made
by governors, speakers of the
House, and majority feaders.
*The role of the individual
fepislator is to try to somahow
{it into thut and work on the
nitty-gritty details of the beoad
strokes.™

Pogemiller’s a fan of the citizen
legisature,

“] believe in the citizen
legislature, and 'm going to
freat ias sueh, .
“Legislatures should certainly
not become a lifetime career Tor
anyone,

*But, as & major goal for tha
time I'm here, 1 bape to mise
thie people’s upinion of pubilic
servants, 1Us not good right
aow.”

Pogemiller, a systers analysy, is
8 Transportation/Engineering
graduate of the U of M anmd Is
getilng his graduate degree in
Economics. He's 29 and
unmiaeried. Represents District
H5A.

“I don’t want.to ever be
considered a ‘black’ legistator,
But the viewpoint of a person of
eolor is necessary,” said Randy
Staten (DFL-Mpls),

*Certainly, color comes into
play as far as housing, weltare
and employment are concerned,
've always believed that politics
is one ares where involvement
can lead to necessary changes.
“Part of that is the joh ol s
represeniative who | think s
supposed 1o répresent the
imerests and the welfare of his
congtitieney.

*To do that, you have to stay in
tune with them .., give 1h

66Tve atways
believed that ¥
politics is one
area where
involvement
can lead to
hecessary
changes
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Randy Siaten

ol issues and divections we

information ... show some
Jeadership in defining the type

ought to be goiag in.., try to
educate them as 1o what the
issues are, what the differences
are and why | have established a
cerlain position.

“1d ke to be in a position to be
able to go ulong with the wishes
of the majority of my
constituents, but majorities
simply don' always make it
right,

“Could | share an unususl
campaign sxperience? There's
only ong | remember,

*{ away passing oul Htevature in
the senior citizens' building, and
a guy eatne out with a shotgun,
He was mad at Congrossman
Martin Sabo and evidently
thought | was Martia.

“f didnt dearly understand
what the issue was, and at the
time, with that shotgun there, |
wasn't necessarily thinking
about the issue.

] was thinking how I could get
through to him that | wasn't
Martin Sabo ... and | did some
fong alking.”

Staten is married, has two
children, is 37 years old, 8
graduate of the U of M in Speech
and Advanced Conymunications;
tras done graduate work at New
York University in Business
Management, His bifthplace ls
Charlotle, North Caroling,
Represents U GA.




