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(57) ABSTRACT

A material handling cart is provided having a frame with
engaging members for supporting a part carried by the cart.
Each engaging member has an adjustable engaging surface
that may include a material for protecting a corresponding
surface of the part from damage. A plurality of wheels are
each attached to the lower surface of the frame. A plurality
of upper supports are attached to and extend upward from
the frame, and lower stacking members are attached to and
extend downward from the frame. Each upper support is
configured for stacking engagement with a lower stacking
member of a second material handling cart identical to the
cart, to stack the second cart above the cart; and each lower
stacking member is configured for stacking engagement
with an upper support of a third material handling cart
identical to the cart, to stack the cart above the third material
handling cart.
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MATERIAL HANDLING CART

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

[0001] This application is a continuation-in-part of co-
pending and co-owned U.S. patent application Ser. No.
16/739,213 entitled “Material Handling Cart,” filed with the
United States Patent and Trademark Office on Jan. 10, 2020,
the specification of which is incorporated herein by refer-
ence in its entirety.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0002] The present invention relates to a material handling
cart. More particularly, the present invention relates to a cart
for handling precision components in a manufacturing,
repair, or storage facility.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0003] Material handling devices, such as wheeled carts,
are widely employed in a variety of industries to transport
raw material, parts, components, subassemblies, assemblies,
finished products, etc., throughout manufacturing, repair,
and storage facilities. Some of these carts are simply
wheeled pallets.

[0004] Such simple carts have their drawbacks when
transporting precision components and assemblies, insofar
as they cannot protect machined or polished surfaces from
being scratched, dented, and/or otherwise damaged, as by
metal-to-metal contact. For example, parts such as shafts
with polished bearing journals or other precision machined
surfaces can be easily damaged if they contact another shaft,
are dropped, are bumped by another cart, etc. These disad-
vantages are multiplied when many precision parts must be
transported within a facility.

[0005] There exists a need for a cart to transport precision
parts that protects the parts from damage, while facilitating
safe movement of a number of such parts.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0006] Embodiments of the present invention provide a
material handling cart comprising a frame including an
upper surface and a lower surface. A plurality of wheels are
each attached to the lower surface of the frame, and a
plurality of engaging members are spaced from each other
for supporting a part to be carried by the cart. Each engaging
member is attached to the upper surface of the frame, and
has an engaging surface for directly engaging the part. The
engaging surface preferably comprises a material which
protects a corresponding surface of the part from damage
when the part is carried by the cart.

[0007] The material handling cart further comprises a
plurality of upper supports attached to and extending upward
from the frame, and lower stacking members attached and
extending downward from the frame. Each upper support is
configured for stacking engagement with a lower stacking
member of a second material handling cart identical to the
cart, to stack the second cart above the cart; and each lower
stacking member is configured for stacking engagement
with an upper support of a third material handling cart
identical to the cart, to stack the cart above the third material
handling cart.

[0008] In accordance with certain aspects of an embodi-
ment of the invention, a material handling cart is provided,
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comprising: a frame; a plurality of wheels attached to a
lower surface of the frame; a plurality of engaging members
configured to support a part to be carried by the cart above
the frame, wherein at least one of the engaging members is
adjustably positionable along a longitudinal axis of the
frame, and wherein the engaging members are configured to
mount the part for rotation about an axis that is parallel to the
longitudinal axis of the frame; a plurality of upper supports
extending upward from the frame; and a plurality of lower
stacking members affixed to the lower surface of the frame;
wherein the lower stacking members are configured to
engage upper supports of a second material handling cart
having an identical configuration to the material handling
cart so as to enable stacking of the material handling cart on
top of the second material handling cart; and wherein the
upper supports are configured to engage lower stacking
members of a third material handling cart having an iden-
tical configuration to the material handling cart so as to
enable stacking of the third material handling cart on top of
the material handling cart.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0009] FIG. 1 is a perspective view from above of a
material handling cart according to certain aspects of an
embodiment of the invention.

[0010] FIG. 2 is a partial perspective view from below of
the material handling cart depicted in FIG. 1.

[0011] FIGS. 3A and 3B are top and side views, respec-
tively, of the material handling cart depicted in FIG. 1 when
it is carrying a part, with a pusher attached.

[0012] FIGS. 4A and 4B are top perspective views of the
material handling cart depicted in FIG. 1 when it is carrying
a part.

[0013] FIGS. 4C-4E are perspective, side, and top views,

respectively, of a material handling cart according to further
aspects of an embodiment of the invention.

[0014] FIG. 5A is a side view of several examples of the
material handling cart depicted in FIG. 1, each carrying a
part and stacked on top of each other.

[0015] FIG. 5B is a cross-sectional view taken along line
H-H in FIG. 5A.

[0016] FIG. 5C is a cross-sectional view taken along line
J in FIG. 5B.

[0017] FIG. 5D is a cross-sectional view taken along line
K in FIG. 5A.

[0018] FIG. 6A is a perspective view from above of a
material handling cart according to further aspects of an
embodiment of the invention.

[0019] FIG. 6B is a perspective view from below of the
material handling cart depicted in FIG. 6A.

[0020] FIG. 7A is a side view of several examples of the
material handling cart depicted in FIG. 6A stacked on top of
each other.

[0021] FIG. 7B is a cross-sectional view taken along line
D-D in FIG. 7A.

[0022] FIG. 7C is a cross-sectional view taken along line
E-E in FIG. 7B.

[0023] FIG. 8A is a perspective view from above of the
material handling cart depicted in FIG. 7A with a pusher
attached.

[0024] FIG. 8B is a detail view of the connection between
the material handling cart and pusher depicted in FIG. 8A.
[0025] FIG. 8C is a side view of the material handling cart
with the pusher depicted in FIG. 8A.
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[0026] FIGS. 9A and 9B are top and bottom perspective
views, respectively, of a pusher usable with the material
handling carts disclosed herein, in accordance with further
aspects of an embodiment of the invention.

[0027] FIGS. 9C-9E are side views of the pusher depicted
in FIGS. 9A-B.
[0028] FIG. 10 is a top perspective view of a material

handling cart according to further aspects of an embodiment
of the invention.

[0029] FIG. 11A is a side view of the material handling
cart of FIG. 10.

[0030] FIG.11Bis a top view of the material handling cart
of FIG. 10.

[0031] FIG. 11C is an end view of the material handling
cart of FIG. 10.

[0032] FIG. 12A is a side view of the material handling

cart of FIG. 10 with a part positioned thereon.

[0033] FIG.12B is a top view of the material handling cart
of FIG. 10 with a part positioned thereon.

[0034] FIG. 12C is an end view of the material handling
cart of FIG. 10 with a part positioned thereon.

[0035] FIG. 12D is a top perspective view of the material
handling cart of FIG. 10 with a part positioned thereon.
[0036] FIG. 13A is a side view of multiple material
handling carts of FIG. 10 stacked on top of one another.
[0037] FIG. 13B is an end view of the stacked material
handling carts of FIG. 13A.

[0038] FIG. 14A is a top perspective view of a cart
stacking base according to further aspects of an embodiment
of the invention.

[0039] FIG. 14B is a side view of the cart stacking base of
FIG. 14A.

[0040] FIG. 14C is a top view of the cart stacking base of
FIG. 14A.

[0041] FIG. 14D is an end view of the cart stacking base
of FIG. 14A.

[0042] FIG. 15A is a side view of multiple material

handling carts of FIG. 10 stacked on top of one another and
on the stacking base of FIG. 14A.

[0043] FIG. 15B is an end view of the stacked material
handling carts and stacking base of FIG. 15A.

[0044] FIG. 16A is a top perspective view of a material
handling cart according to further aspects of an embodiment
of the invention.

[0045] FIG. 16B is a close up perspective view of a roller
support trolley on the material handling cart of FIG. 16A.
[0046] FIG. 17A is a side view of the material handling
cart of FIG. 16B.

[0047] FIG.17B is a top view of the material handling cart
of FIG. 16A.
[0048] FIG. 17C is an end view of the material handling

cart of FIG. 16A.

[0049] FIG. 17D is a cross-sectional view of the material
handling cart of FIG. 16A along section line A-A of FIG.
17B.

[0050] FIG. 18A is a perspective view of the material
handling cart of FIG. 16 A with a part positioned thereon and
with side walls and end walls in a closed orientation.
[0051] FIG. 18B is a perspective view of the material
handling cart of FIG. 16 A with a part positioned thereon and
with side walls and end walls in an open orientation.
[0052] FIG. 19A is a side view of multiple material
handling carts of FIG. 16A stacked on top of one another.
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[0053] FIG. 19B is a cross-sectional view of the stacked
material handling carts of FIG. 19A along section line M-M.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

[0054] The invention may be understood by referring to
the following description and accompanying drawings. This
description of an embodiment, set out below to enable one
to practice an implementation of the invention, is not
intended to limit the preferred embodiment, but to serve as
a particular example thereof. Those skilled in the art should
appreciate that they may readily use the conception and
specific embodiments disclosed as a basis for modifying or
designing other methods and systems for carrying out the
same purposes of the present invention. Those skilled in the
art should also realize that such equivalent assemblies do not
depart from the spirit and scope of the invention in its
broadest form.

[0055] Descriptions of well-known functions and struc-
tures are omitted to enhance clarity and conciseness. The
terminology used herein is for the purpose of describing
particular embodiments only and is not intended to be
limiting of the present disclosure. As used herein, the
singular forms “a”, “an” and “the” are intended to include
the plural forms as well, unless the context clearly indicates
otherwise. Furthermore, the use of the terms a, an, etc. does
not denote a limitation of quantity, but rather denotes the
presence of at least one of the referenced item.

[0056] The use of the terms “first”, “second”, and the like
does not imply any particular order, but they are included to
identify individual elements. Moreover, the use of the terms
first, second, etc. does not denote any order of importance,
but rather the terms first, second, etc. are used to distinguish
one element from another. It will be further understood that
the terms “comprises” and/or “comprising”, or “includes”
and/or “including” when used in this specification, specify
the presence of stated features, regions, integers, steps,
operations, elements, and/or components, but do not pre-
clude the presence or addition of one or more other features,
regions, integers, steps, operations, elements, components,
and/or groups thereof.

[0057] Although some features may be described with
respect to individual exemplary embodiments, aspects need
not be limited thereto such that features from one or more
exemplary embodiments may be combinable with other
features from one or more exemplary embodiments.
[0058] Unless otherwise indicated, all dimensions shown
in the attached drawings are exemplary only and should not
be construed as limiting the scope of the invention to those
specific dimensions.

[0059] Embodiments of the present disclosure advanta-
geously provide a material handling cart that securely holds
delicate and/or precision components and inhibits metal-on-
metal contact and other unwanted contact while moving
around a manufacturing facility. Additionally, the disclosed
material handling device advantageously supports multiple
transportation configurations.

[0060] Embodiments of material handling carts in accor-
dance with embodiments of the present disclosure will now
be described with reference to FIGS. 1-19(5).

[0061] In the exemplary configuration shown in FIGS.
1-5D, a material handling cart 100 for transporting a part
such as a shaft 500 may have a rectangular shape; for
example, about 84 inches by 30 inches, and the shaft 500
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weighs approximately 180 pounds. In other configurations,
material handling cart 100 may have different dimensions
and shapes, such as a round shape, a square shape, a
triangular shape, etc.

[0062] Cart 100 of this configuration comprises a steel
frame 105 including an upper surface 1054 and a lower
surface 1055, and a plurality of wheels 110, such as con-
ventional caster wheels, each wheel 110 attached to the
lower surface 1055 of the frame 105. Wheels 110 can be
swivel caster wheels, each having a lock to prevent motion
of the wheel.

[0063] In certain configurations particularly shown in
FIGS. 6A-B, a material handling cart 200 has a frame 205
and wheels 210 similar to cart 100, and also has a floor 201.
Floor 201 is formed from steel mesh, such as 15" #9
flattened expanded steel, and is attached to the upper surface
of the frame 205 of cart 200, as by welding. In other
configurations, floor 201 comprises solid steel sheet, perfo-
rated steel sheet, aluminum mesh, aluminum sheet, perfo-
rated aluminum sheet, etc. When present, the openings in the
material selected for floor 201 advantageously allow smaller
items to fall through while preventing larger items from
falling through. Those of skill in the art will understand that
the cart 100 of FIGS. 1-5D, as well as the other cart
configurations disclosed herein, may also include a floor
similar to floor 201.

[0064] Referring again to FIGS. 1-4B, a plurality of
engaging members 115, such as steel tubes, are spaced from
each other for supporting the part (such as shaft 500) to be
carried by the cart 100. Each engaging member 115 is
attached to the upper surface 105a of the frame 105, as by
welding, and has an engaging surface for directly engaging
the part 500, which in the configuration of FIGS. 1-5D is a
pair of engaging surfaces 120. The engaging surface(s) 120
comprises a material which protects a corresponding surface
of the part from damage when the part is carried by the cart.
[0065] In the configuration of FIGS. 1-4B, each engaging
member 115 comprises a saddle 115a which is V-shaped,
and the engaging surfaces 120 of each of the saddles 1154
preferably comprises a polymer or a foam, such as Delrin™
polymer available from DuPont de Nemours, Inc. The
V-shape of the saddles 115 may enable the cart 100 to
safely accommodate parts of different sizes, such as cylin-
drical shafts 500 of different diameters, as long as corre-
sponding portions of the shaft 500 to be carried can be
supported by the saddles 115a.

[0066] According to the exemplary configuration shown
in FIGS. 4C-4E, instead of polymer or foam engaging
surfaces 120, a cart 400 may have engaging members 415
each comprising one or more opposing pairs of rollers, such
as wheels 420, on which a cylindrical shaft portion of the
part 500 rests. In the example of FIGS. 4C-4E, each engag-
ing member 415 of cart 400 has four pairs of wheels 420,
and engaging members 415 are separated by a distance D of
three to four feet. As a result, the part 500 is rotatable when
the part 500 is carried by the cart 400, enabling careful
inspection of the part 500, painting of the part 500, etc.
Wheels 420 may comprise conventional wheels; e.g., similar
to caster wheels 110, but having a relatively soft, non-
marking tread for contacting the part 500 without damaging
its finish. Exemplary wheels include those having rubber,
polyurethane, or polyolefin treads and an appropriate load
rating, available from Colson Casters of Jonesboro, Ak.,
USA. Cart 400 can be otherwise similar to cart 100.
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[0067] In the exemplary configuration shown in FIGS.
6A-8C, cart 200 may have engaging members 215 compris-
ing saddles 2154, each having a shape substantially comple-
mentary to a corresponding portion of a part such as a shaft
(not shown) to be carried by the cart 200. This structure
limits the size and/or shape of the part that can be carried,
but provides a greater surface area of the saddle 215a in
contact with the part. Engaging members 215 also comprise
engaging surfaces 220 comprising a polymer or foam similar
to engaging surfaces 120 of cart 100, but conforming to the
shape of saddles 215a.

[0068] It should be understood that a strap or harness can
be used to further constrain a part within any of the carts
described herein.

[0069] A further advantage of the disclosed cart is that a
plurality of identical carts can easily be stacked. This
enables a number of parts to be safely moved at once, as by
rolling the stack of carts. Also, stacking carts saves storage
space and increases manufacturing throughput in certain
situations. As shown in FIGS. 1-5D, to enable a plurality of
the carts 100 to be stacked, each cart 100 includes a plurality
of upper supports 1155 (which are also components of
engaging members 115) attached to the frame 105 and
extending upward from the frame 105. In this configuration,
the upper supports 1155 are each a steel tube welded to the
frame 105 having a side support 125 that is also steel and
welded to the frame. The saddles 1154 are also attached to
the upper supports 1155, as by welding. Each upper support
1156 has a height equal to or greater than a height of the part
500 when the part 500 is carried by the cart 100. Each upper
support 1155 also has a tubular upper stacking coupler 130
at its distal end. In the configuration of FIGS. 1-5D, upper
stacking couplers 130 are each an extension of one of the
tubular upper supports 1155, and has a cap 130a on its end.
[0070] As best seen in FIG. 2, a plurality of lower stacking
couplers 135 are attached to the lower surface 10556 of the
frame 105, as by welding. Lower stacking couplers 135 are
tubular, and larger in cross-section than the upper stacking
couplers 130, such that upper stacking couplers 130 fit into
lower stacking couplers 135. Thus, as shown in FIGS. 5A-D,
the lower stacking couplers 135 of the cart 100 engage upper
stacking couplers of a second material handling cart 100a
identical to the cart 100, to stack the cart 100 above the
second cart 100a. Likewise, the upper stacking couplers 130
of'the cart 100 engage lower stacking couplers 135 of a third
material handling cart 1005 identical to the cart 100, to stack
the third material handling cart 1005 above the cart 100. A
fourth cart 100¢ can also be stacked above third material
handing cart 1004.

[0071] In the exemplary configuration shown in FIGS.
6A-7C, each of the engaging members 215 and a pair of
upper supports 2156 are unitary (i.e., combined into one
piece), and the engaging surface 220 of each engaging
member 215 extends onto the pair of upper supports 2155.
Thus, the entire saddle 2154 and inner portions of the upper
supports 21556 are covered with the material of the engaging
member 220 to protect the part from damage. As shown in
FIGS. 7A-C, the identical carts 200, 200a of this configu-
ration stack in a similar fashion to the carts 100 and 100a-¢
of FIGS. 5A-D. Upper stacking couplers 230 are disposed at
the distal ends of the upper supports 2155, and fit into lower
stacking couplers 235 having a complementary shape to the
ends of the unitary engaging members/upper supports 215/
2155.
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[0072] Referring again to FIGS. 1-5A, cart 100 may
further comprise a plurality of side walls 140 and one or
more doors 145, such as steel walls and doors, attached to
and extending upward from the frame 105 and surrounding
the part 500 when the part 500 is carried by the cart 100. The
walls 140 and door(s) 145 provide protection for the part
500. Side walls 140 can include openings 140a located and
sized such that a user walking by a stack of carts 100-100¢
(as shown in FIG. 5A) is able to easily see whether or not
each of the carts is carrying a part 500. In certain configu-
rations, the one or more doors 145 are movable from a
closed position as shown in FIG. 4A, to an open position as
shown in FIG. 4B, to provide access to the part 500 (e.g., for
inspection of the part 500) when the part 500 is carried by
the cart 100. As shown in FIGS. 1, 4A, and 4B, each door
145 has a hinge 150. A magnet 155 or other closure can be
provided to hold the door 145 shut. As shown in FIGS.
6A-B, cart 200 also has a set of side walls 240.

[0073] A pair of eye bolts or U-bolts 160 (or in other
embodiments a pair of hooks) is attached to the lower
surface 1055 of the frame 105, for pulling the cart 100 by a
forklift, or for attaching the cart 100 to another cart, as by
chains, and pulling the chained-together carts in a train. Cart
200 of FIGS. 6A-8C also has pairs of eye bolts or U-bolts
260 for the same purpose.

[0074] In certain configurations, cart 100 further includes
one or more pockets 165 to hold tools, paperwork, and/or
other component(s) associated with the part 500. In these
embodiments, cart 100 is a “kit cart” that may carry together
and organize all associated elements (i.e., parts, tools, and
components). This is advantageous in certain industries,
such as the aerospace industry, where elements that need to
be assembled to each other may be lost if they are not kept
together, thereby causing manufacturing and/or shipping
delays.

[0075] In certain configurations, cart 100 comprises a
conventional radio frequency identification (RFID) tag 170
attached to it. RFID tag 170 can be part of a system for
tracking the location of cart 100.

[0076] In further configurations shown in FIGS. 3A-B,
8A-C, 9A-E, 10-11C and 16-17D, carts as described herein
may each be configuration for engagement with a pusher
900 for facilitating moving of the cart within a facility. Carts
100, 200, 400, 600, and 800, and pusher 900, may be
removably attachable to each other as needed. According to
these embodiments, at least one of the sides of the cart frame
105, 205, 605, and 805 has a pair of spaced-apart first pusher
attachments, such as the U-bolts 160, 260 or a pair of holes
(not shown) in the frame 105, 205. The pusher 900 com-
prises a base 905 having a proximal end including a pair of
second pusher attachments, each comprising a pin 910 to
engage one of the first pusher attachments 160, 260 to
movably attach the pusher base 905 to the cart frame 105,
205. The pins 910 extend upwards from the pusher base 905,
and are sized to fit within the corresponding first pusher
attachment U-bolt 160, 260 or frame hole. A second pin 915
attached to base 905 also contacts the first pusher attach-
ments 160, 260 to stabilize the connection between pusher
900 and cart 100, 200. The pusher base 905 also has a distal
end including a pair of wheels 920 mounted to roll along a
longitudinal axis L of the base 905 running from its proximal
end to the distal end.

[0077] The pusher 900 further comprises a handle 925
extending upward from the distal end of the base 905 at an
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obtuse angle A to the longitudinal axis L of the base 905,
such that when the pusher base 905 is attached to the cart
frame 105, 205, a user moves the cart 100, 200 by applying
a pushing force on the handle 925. The handle 925 is
T-shaped and comprises a handle body 925a attached to the
pusher base 905, and a handle bar 9255 attached to the
handle body 9254 substantially perpendicular to the handle
body 925a. The handle bar 9255 is gripped by the user when
the user applies the pushing force to the handle 925.
[0078] An important advantage of the cart/pusher combi-
nations described herein, such as the combination of cart 100
and pusher 900, is that a low pushing or pulling force is
required to move a loaded cart, thereby making it safer for
the user. Those of skill in the art will understand that a
cart/pusher combination can be designed so that it meets
OSHA (Occupational Health and Safety Administration)
standards. For example, by selecting appropriately scaled
high-quality caster wheels to support the weight of the
loaded cart, along with compatible wheels for the pusher, a
push/pull force of about 30 pounds is achievable.

[0079] As best seen in FIGS. 9A-E, the handle body 9254
comprises a lower tube 930 attached to the pusher base 905,
an upper tube 935 that slidably fits inside the lower tube 930,
and an adjuster 940, such as a pin or a plunger that extends
through holes in the upper and lower tubes 930, 935, to
maintain the relative positions of the lower and upper tubes
930, 935 such that the height of the handle 925 is adjustable.
For example, FIGS. 9C and 9D show the handle 925 at two
extremes of adjustment depending on how upper tube 935 is
positioned within lower tube 930. The handle bar 9255 is
attached to the upper tube 935 substantially perpendicular to
the upper tube 935.

[0080] Pusher 900 also includes a stand 945, such as a
wire stand, movable from a retracted position shown in
FIGS. 9B to 9D, to an extended position shown in FIG. 9E,
thereby enabling pusher 900 to stand up and rest on its base
905 when not in use. Stand 945 is slidably mounted by
guides 950, and is biased by a spring 955 between the
retracted position where the top of stand 945 engages an
upper hook 960 of handle body 9254, and the extended
position where the top of stand 945 engages a lower hook
965 of handle body 925a.

[0081] Next and in accordance with further aspects of an
embodiment of the invention, FIGS. 10-13B show a material
handling cart 600 incorporating several of the features
discussed above, in addition to further features. With regard
to the particular configuration reflected in FIGS. 10-13B,
material handling cart 600 includes a frame 605 that is
supported by caster wheels, such as by way of non-limiting
example rigid caster wheels 610 and swivel caster wheels
610(a). Providing both rigid or locked caster wheels 610 and
swivel caster wheels 610(a) may aid a user in performing an
inspection of shaft or component 500 without excessive or
undesirable movement of cart 600 during such inspection.
Frame 605 includes upper supports 615 and side supports
625. Upper supports 615 are in this exemplary configuration
positioned at each corner of frame 605, with each including
a stacking receiver 616 at the bottom of upper supports 615.
Stacking receivers 616 are configured to receive the top of
an upper support 615 of a similarly configured second cart
600(a) (FIGS. 13A and 13B), thus enabling the stacking of
multiple carts 600 for ease of transport.

[0082] Side supports 625 are positioned above frame 605
by side upright supports 626. Thus, the sides of cart 600
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comprise the generally open assembly of frame 605 at the
bottom, side support 625 at the top, vertical upper supports
615 at the ends, and intermediate side upright supports 626.
This configuration provides maximum visibility of and
access to a component 500 stored on cart 600, thus further
easing the inspection of such components, even in the case
of multiple, stacked carts 600, but while maintaining suffi-
cient rigid structure to protect the component against dam-
age from the sides. Likewise, each end of cart 600 is
preferably open, and is thus defined solely by frame 605 at
the bottom and vertical upper supports 615 at its sides, in
turn easing the loading and unloading of component 500
onto and off of cart 600.

[0083] The bottom of frame 605 may include forklift
guides 607 configured to receive a forklift for easy lifting,
transporting, and stacking of cart 600.

[0084] To support component 500 in cart 600, the engag-
ing members that engage component 500 may comprise
roller support trolleys 630 having rollers 632 (of similar
construction to rollers 420 discussed above) that contact
component 500 and allow for its rotation about the longi-
tudinal axis of cart 600 for inspection. Each support trolley
630 includes a trolley rail mounting plate 631 that, in turn,
is mounted to trolley rail 640. Preferably, each roller support
trolley 630 is adjustably mounted to trolley rail 640 such that
its longitudinal position along cart 600 may be modified to
support shafts 500, or other components, having varied
configurations. For example, each trolley rail mounting plate
631 may be configured to slide along trolley rail 640, and
when at a desired position appropriate for supporting a
component 500, may be locked in place so that rollers 632
will contact the component 500 at the intended locations
along component 500.

[0085] Each roller support trolley 630 preferably includes
a strap 633 mounted to the side of the roller support trolley
630 and extendable over roller support trolley 630 (and over
the top of a component 500 mounted in cart 600). The end
of each strap 633 may include a hook configured to engage
a strap loop 634, after which a ratchet mechanism of
standard configuration may be used to tighten strap 633
down against component 500, thus securely holding com-
ponent 500 on cart 600. Each roller support trolley 630 also
preferably includes a bumper 635 extending laterally across
an outer wall of each roller support trolley 630. Each bumper
635 may be formed of a material that is sufficiently non-rigid
so as to cushion a lateral face of component 500 when
positioned against roller support trolley 630, such as plastic,
rubber, or such other non-rigid materials as may occur to
those skilled in the art, so as to avoid damage to component
500 as it is being positioned on and removed from cart 600.
With bumpers 635 positioned on each roller support trolley
630 on its outer lateral face, component 500 may be posi-
tioned with either end of component 500 closest to either end
of cart 600 while ensuring cushioned lateral support of
critical lateral faces of component 500, thus allowing com-
ponent 500 to be loaded onto cart 600 from either end of cart
600.

[0086] Likewise, sheets or panels 650 of like material may
be positioned along cart 600 and supported within frame 605
using any conventional attachment devices, which non-rigid
panels 650 may hold additional elongate parts, tools, or
components 502 (best seen in FIG. 12B) that are associated
with component 500 and with sufficient cushioning so as to
avoid risk of damage to such additional elongate parts, tools,
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or components 502. Still further, storage devices, including
storage pans 660 and storage bins 662, may be provided and
positioned along cart 600 and supported within frame 605
using any conventional attachment devices, and which stor-
age pans 660 and storage bins 662 may similarly hold
smaller parts, tools, or components 504 that are associated
with component 500. As with panels 650, storage pans 660
and storage bins 662 may be formed of a similar non-rigid
material, such as plastic, so as to avoid risk of damage to
such smaller parts, tools, or components 504. Preferably,
each sheet or panel 650, storage pan 660, and storage bin
662 is sized and shaped so as to be complementary to, and
thus to particularly receive and provide a designated storage
location for, a specific part, tool, or component 502/504 that
is associated with component 500. Preferably, an identifi-
cation plate 663 is provided adjacent storage bins 662 so as
to enable each storage bin to be labeled with an intended part
that is to be stored in each respective bin. Similarly, each of
panels 650 and storage pans 660 may similarly be labeled to
reflect the particular part that is to be stored on each panel
650 and in each storage pan 660. Repositionable placeholder
discs or coins 665, which may be formed by way of
non-limiting example as resin discs, may be removably held
in coin receivers adjacent one or more of panels 650, storage
pans 660, and storage bins 662, and may be placed on panel
650, storage pan 660, or storage bin 662 if the actual
component that is intended to be stored therein is absent or
missing, such as a damaged part that has been removed for
replacement, in order to properly keep track of all such
components.

[0087] A magnetic storage tray 664 may additionally be
provided and affixed to trolley rail 640, which magnetic tray
664 is preferably magnetized to capture and hold screws,
fasteners, and similar small metal pieces associated with
component 500 to ensure that they are not misplaced or lost
when removed from component 500 (or any other of the
foregoing elements).

[0088] Optionally, cart 600 may also include a white board
672 and paperwork holder 674 that are affixed to frame 605.
Each of white board 672 and paperwork holder 674 are
positioned for access and viewing from a side of cart 600.
Thus and by way of non-limiting example, messages relat-
ing to component 500 (such as its current intended status,
next processing action, etc.) may be written on white board
672 for easy viewing by persons in a facility using carts 600
for transport and storage of components 500, and paperwork
associated with component 500 may be readily accessed
from paperwork holder 674. Each of white board 672 and
paperwork holder 674 may be affixed to a mounting plate
670 that in turn may be fixed to a side of cart 600.

[0089] Next and with reference to FIGS. 14A-15B and in
accordance with further aspects of the invention, a cart
stacking frame (shown generally at 700) may additionally be
provided to aid in stacking multiple carts as described above.
Cart stacking frame 700 may include a rectangular base
frame 702, a base frame cross member 704, and base vertical
stacking members 706. Preferably, base angle members 708
may be provided between base frame 702 and each base
vertical stacking member 706 to add support to each base
vertical stacking member 706. A cap 710 may be provided
at the top of each base vertical stacking member 706.
[0090] Cart stacking base 700 may also preferably include
forklift receiver frames 712 mounted to a top side of base
frame 702, which forklift receiver frames 712 are configured
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for engagement by a forklift for easy lifting and moving of
cart stacking base 700 from place to place.

[0091] Base vertical stacking members 706 are preferably
configured having a similar shape to, for example, upper
supports 615 of cart 600, and thus are configured for
positioning within a stacking receiver 616 of cart 600, such
that a cart 600 may be stacked directly on top of cart stacking
base 700. As best shown in FIGS. 15A and 15B, this allows
multiple carts 600 to be stacked one atop the other, with the
lowermost cart 600(5) stacked directly on top of cart stack-
ing base 700, cart 600 stacked directly above lowermost cart
600(b), upper cart 600(a) stacked directly above cart 600,
and so on.

[0092] Next and in accordance with still further aspects of
an embodiment of the invention, FIGS. 16A-19B show a
material handling cart 800 incorporating many of the fea-
tures discussed above, in addition to further features. With
regard to the particular configuration reflected in FIGS.
16A-19B, material handling cart 800 includes a frame 805
that is supported by caster wheels, such as by way of
non-limiting example swivel caster wheels 810, at least two
of which are preferably swivel caster wheels. Each caster
wheel 810 preferably includes a mounting arm 811 that
rotatably mounts caster wheel 810, which mounting arm 811
is mounted to a caster mounting plate 812. Each caster
mounting plate 812 is in turn mounted to a bottom side of
frame 805. A guard ring 814 is mounted to the bottom of
each mounting arm 811 and surrounds a portion of each
caster wheel 810, but is positioned so that a bottom of each
guard ring 814 is horizontally above the bottom of each
caster wheel 810 so as to avoid interference between guard
rings 814 and the floor. Guard rings 814 are thus configured
to prevent having the cart inadvertently run over an obstacle,
such as a person’s foot that happens to be standing near cart
800 as it is being moved.

[0093] Frame 805 includes upper support frames 815
mounted to and extending up from the top side of frame 805
at each side end of frame 805. Likewise, frame 805 includes
stacking blocks 809 comprising stacking block side mem-
bers 809(a) and stacking block end members 809(b)
mounted to the underside of frame 805 at each end of frame
805. Stacking blocks 809 serve to provide added structural
support to frame 805 when a first cart 800 is positioned atop
another cart 800(a), as shown in FIGS. 19A and 19B.
Stacking block angle guides 809(c) are mounted to an
underside of each such stacking block 809, and serve to
guide a cart 800 into the proper stacking position atop a
second cart 800(a) such that the stacking block side member
809(a) and stacking block angle guide 809(c) of an upper
cart 800 align with and contact the top of the upper support
frame 815 of a lower, second cart 800(a).

[0094] So as to enable hoisting of cart 800 using overhead
cranes or other devices, a lift eye 817 (such as in the
exemplary form of a U-bolt) is affixed to the top edge of each
upper support frame 815. Each such lift eye 817 is posi-
tioned inward from an outer edge of its associated upper
support frame 815 by a distance that is at least as long as
stacking block side member 809(a) so as to avoid interfer-
ence between the stacking block 809 of a first cart 800 and
the lift eye 817 of a second cart 800(a) on which the first cart
800 is stacked. Likewise, each lift eye 817 has a height
dimension that is less that the height dimension of stacking
block 809 so as to avoid interference between the frame 805
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of a first cart 800 and the lift eye 817 of a second cart 800(a)
on which the first cart 800 is stacked.

[0095] Stacking block 809 also preferably includes one or
more tow hooks 808 mounted to the underside of stacking
block 809 so as to enable connection to a pushing or pulling
device for movement from place to place, such as pusher
900 discussed above. Likewise, frame 805 is preferably
provided forklift guides 807 mounted to the underside of
frame 805 to aid in engagement with a forklift so that cart
800 may easily be lifted, moved, and stacked.

[0096] Cart 800 includes pivoting side walls 825 and
pivoting end walls 827. Pivoting side walls 825 extend along
the sides of cart 800 between adjacent upper support frames
815. The bottom of each pivoting side wall 825 is hinged to
a fixed side wall mounting bar 826 such that pivoting side
wall 825 may be pivoted downward towards the outside of
cart 800 so as to allow access to component 500 when
positioned in cart 800. A magnetic side wall holder 825(a)
may hold pivoting side wall 825 in the closed position when
fully raised. Similarly, pivoting end walls 827 extend along
the ends of cart 800 between adjacent upper support frames
815. The bottom of each pivoting end wall 827 is hinged to
a fixed end wall mounting bar 828 such that pivoting end
wall 827 may be pivoted downward towards the outside of
cart 800 so as to allow access to component 500 when
positioned in cart 800. A magnetic side wall holder 827(a)
may hold pivoting end wall 827 in the closed position when
fully raised. Of course, each of pivoting side walls 825 and
pivoting end walls 827 may likewise be opened/folded down
for ease of loading and unloading component 500 from cart
800.

[0097] As with the configurations discussed above, cart
800 may likewise include roller support trolleys 830 that are
variably positionable on trolley rail 840, and may be
equipped with strap 833 to better secure component 500 to
cart 800. Likewise, frame 805 (and particularly in the
exemplary configuration of FIG. 16A) may mount such
further elements as paperwork holder 874, in addition to a
whiteboard, plastic bars, plastic storage pans, plastic storage
bins, and magnetic trays (all not shown in FIGS. 16A-19B
for clarity) as may be deemed appropriate to a particular use
of cart 800.

[0098] The many features and advantages of the invention
are apparent from the detailed specification, and, thus, it is
intended by the appended claims to cover all such features
and advantages of the invention which fall within the true
spirit and scope of the invention. Further, since numerous
modifications and variations will readily occur to those
skilled in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention to the
exact construction and operation illustrated and described,
and, accordingly, all suitable modifications and equivalents
may be resorted to that fall within the scope of the invention.
[0099] Having now fully set forth the preferred embodi-
ments and certain modifications of the concept underlying
the present invention, various other embodiments as well as
certain variations and modifications of the embodiments
herein shown and described will obviously occur to those
skilled in the art upon becoming familiar with said under-
lying concept. For example, while the foregoing description
sets for a cart for storage and transport particularly of engine
turbine blades, those skilled in the art will recognize that the
concepts embodied therein may likewise be applied to
storage and transport carts for certain other components
without departing from the spirit and scope of the invention.
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It should be understood, therefore, that the invention may be
practiced otherwise than as specifically set forth herein.

What is claimed is:

1. A material handling cart, comprising:

a frame;

a plurality of wheels attached to a lower surface of the
frame;

a plurality of engaging members configured to support a
part to be carried by the cart above the frame, wherein
at least one of said engaging members is adjustably
positionable along a longitudinal axis of the frame, and
wherein said engaging members are configured to
mount said part for rotation about an axis that is parallel
to said longitudinal axis of said frame;

a plurality of upper supports extending upward from the
frame; and

a plurality of lower stacking members affixed to the lower
surface of the frame;

wherein the lower stacking members are configured to
engage upper supports of a second material handling
cart having an identical configuration to said material
handling cart so as to enable stacking of said material
handling cart on top of said second material handling
cart; and

wherein the upper supports are configured to engage
lower stacking members of a third material handling
cart having an identical configuration to said material
handling cart so as to enable stacking of said third
material handling cart on top of said material handling
cart.

2. The material handling cart of claim 1, wherein said
upper supports and said lower stacking members have a
combined height dimension sufficient to enable stacking of
said material handling cart, said second material handling
cart, and said third material handling cart without interfer-
ence between said frames of said carts and said parts when
said parts are carried by said material handling cart, said
second material handling cart, and said third material han-
dling cart.

3. The material handling cart of claim 1, wherein each
said upper supports has a height dimension that is equal to
or greater than a height dimension of the part when the part
is carried by the cart.

4. The material handling cart of claim 1, wherein each
said engaging member further comprises a roller support
trolley having a plurality of rollers configured to directly
engage with a cylindrical outer surface of the part when the
part is carried by the cart so as to enable rotation of said part
about an axis that is parallel to said longitudinal axis of the
frame.

5. The material handling cart of claim 4, said frame
further comprising a trolley rail extending in a direction
parallel to said longitudinal axis of the frame, wherein at
least one of said roller support trolleys is moveably mounted
to said trolley rail.

6. The material handling cart of claim 4, wherein at least
one of said roller support trolleys further comprises an
extensible strap configured for wrapping at least over a top
of the part when the part is carried by the cart and engaging
said at least one of said roller support trolleys.

7. The material handling cart of claim 4, wherein at least
one of said roller support trolleys further comprises a
cushion surface extending laterally across an outer edge of
said at least one roller support trolley that is closest to an end
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of said cart, wherein said cushion surface is positioned on
said roller support trolley to engage a lateral face of said part
when said part is carried by said cart.

8. The material handling cart of claim 1, further compris-
ing a plurality of side walls extending along parallel sides of
the cart.

9. The material handling cart of claim 8, wherein at least
one of said side walls further comprises a hinged pivoting
section that is pivotable outwardly from the cart from a
closed, upstanding position to an open, downward position.

10. The material handling cart of claim 9, said cart further
comprising a magnetic side wall holder positioned on said
cart to magnetically and releasably hold said hinged pivoting
section in said closed, upstanding position.

11. The material handling cart of claim 8, further com-
prising a plurality of end walls extending along parallel ends
of the cart and perpendicular to said side walls.

12. The material handling cart of claim 11, wherein at
least one of said end walls further comprises a hinged
pivoting section that is pivotable outwardly form the cart
from a closed, upstanding position to an open, downward
position.

13. The material handling cart of claim 12, said cart
further comprising a magnetic end wall holder positioned on
said cart to magnetically and releasably hold said hinged
pivoting section in said closed, upstanding position.

14. The material handling cart of claim 1, further com-
prising a plurality of cushioning storage devices configured
to receive distinct components associated with said part.

15. The material handling cart of claim 14, further com-
prising labels positioned adjacent a plurality of said cush-
ioning storage devices and identifying a distinct component
intended for storage in said plurality of cushioning storage
devices.

16. The material handling cart of claim 14, further com-
prising a plurality of removable coins, wherein each said
removable coin is removably positioned within a coin
receiver adjacent one of said cushioning storage devices, and
wherein each of said coins is repositionable within an
adjacent one of said cushioning storage devices to indicate
the absence of one of said distinct components.

17. The material handling cart of claim 1, said frame
further comprising a plurality of forklift guides mounted to
a bottom of said frame and positioned for engagement by a
forklift for lifting said cart.

18. The material handling cart of claim 1, further com-
prising a white board mounted to an exterior of said cart.

19. The material handling cart of claim 1, further com-
prising a document carrier mounted to an exterior of said
cart.

20. The material handling cart of claim 1, further com-
prising a magnetic tray mounted to said cart.

21. The material handling cart of claim 20, wherein said
magnetic tray is positioned on said frame so as to sit beneath
said part when said part is carried by said cart.

22. The material handling cart of claim 1, further com-
prising a plurality of lift eyes mounted to a plurality of said
upper supports and configured for hoisting of said cart from
an overhead lifting device.

23. The material handling cart of claim 1, further com-
prising a plurality of tow hooks mounted to said frame and
configured for engagement with a towing device.

24. The material handling cart of claim 1, wherein each
said wheel is rotatably mounted to a mounting arm, wherein
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said mounting arm extends downward from said frame, and
a guard ring is mounted to said mounting arm and surrounds
a portion of said wheel.

25. The material handling cart of claim 24, wherein a
bottom edge of said guard ring is positioned horizontally
above a bottom of said wheel.

26. The material handling cart of claim 1, wherein said
wheels further comprise caster wheels, wherein at least one
of said caster wheels is rotatable about a vertical axis, and
wherein at least another one of said caster wheels is fixed
and non-rotatable about a vertical axis.

27. The material handling cart of claim 1, further com-
prising a cart stacking base having a base frame, and a
plurality of base upper supports extending upward from the
base frame, wherein the base upper supports are configured
to engage the lower stacking members of said material
handling cart so as to enable stacking of said material
handling cart on top of said cart stacking base.

28. The material handling cart of claim 27, said cart
stacking base further comprising a plurality of forklift
receiver frames configured for engagement by a forklift for
lifting and moving of said cart stacking base.

* * * * *

Jul. 15,2021



