FORM NO. 10-344 ’
[(Rev. 373) U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE ' 1 1
SUPPLEMENTARY CASE/INCIDENT RECORD
ORGANIZATION (PARK) NAME gﬁnﬁég‘c’ DENT
Great Smoky Mountains National Park 716121519
LOCATION OF INCIDENT DATE OF INCIDENT
MO DA YR
Andrews Bald Trail 01312137

NATURE OF INCIDENT

Lost/Missing girl

1427 Whitower Road
__Trenny Gibson Knoxville, Tennessee

RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION

COMPLAINANT'S NAME l COMPLAINANT'S ADDRESS

Clothes of Miss Trenny Gibson utilized as scent material for search dogs was
returned to Mr. & Mrs. Gibson (Robert) on March 23, 1977. Material was sent,

return receipt requested, certified No. 112679.
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John D.fm;taghan ] Rifhard A. Moeller ~ 922



FORM NO. 10-344

(Rev. 373) U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Page 1 of _5
SUPPLEMENTARY CASE/INCIDENT RECORD - 1 2
ORGANIZATION (PARK) NAME CASE/INCIDENT
NUMBER
Great Smoky Mountains National Park 716 12 1519 |0
LOCATION OF INCIDENT DATE OF INCIDENT
Clingnans Dome Parking Area - Along Clingmans Dome Road - MO DA YR
Andrews Bald Trail Area olsf1is |77

NATURE OF INCIDENT
Trennyl}.ynn (ibson Search - Search # 2

COMPLAINANT S NAME
Tremy"&..ym a{eon ?ﬁ?%ﬁ%ﬁoﬁgﬁd

Knoxville, Tennessee

RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION

April 18, 1977, search resumed for missing Trenny Gibson, missing since October 8, 1976.

April 18 0745 Personnel for search begin arriving at Dome Parking Area.
0830 Briefing of crews as to area they will cover,
0840 Two (2) crews begin search of Andrews Bald Trail Area from Clingmans
Dome Parking Area to Andrews Bald and back on both sides of the trail.

1000 Mr. Gibson at Dome Parking Area, Talked with Jack Linahan. Left at 1300.

1500 Mr, Steve Hart from Attorney Lee's office in Knoxville to discuss
gearches #1 and #2 with Jack Linahan and George West.
1545 Search terminated for the day due to bad weather,
: Personell: National Park Service: 9
Rescue Squads: 3 Jackson County N.C.
V.I.P.'e:__ 1
TOTAL: 13

April 19 0745 Persomnel for search begin to arrive at Dome Parking Area, Begin to

brief men as to area they will be searching since there will only-Be
one (1) erew, .

0800 Crew begins first search pattern.

1300 Completed search along Andrews Bald Trail from Bald back to Dome
Parking Area.

1315 Began search along upperside of Dome Trail and area just above Dome
Parking Area.

1530 Search terminated for day.

Persormel: National Park Service: 11

April 20 0800 All search crew personnel arrived at Dome Parking Area,
0815 All personnel on one crew on search pattern above Dome Parking Area
and on the somth side of the Appalachian Trail.
1300 Search terminated for the day because of rain,
Personnel: National Park Service: 10 -
Rescue Squads:_ 2 Morristown, .
TOTAL: 12

April 21 No search today because of extremely bad weather (Cold and rain)

April 22 0800 Search personnel arrive at Dome Parking Area,

0815 Search continued from termination line 4,/20/77 between Dome Road and
Appalachian Tail to Collins Gap. X portion of the area on the Tennessee
side of the Appalachian Trail also gotten,

1130 Search terminated for the day because of fog and rain.

Personnel: National Park Service; 7

SUBMITTED BY (SIGNATURE AND PATE) APPROVED BY (SIGN RE DATE)
George R. West 5/2/77 W % L KKJ
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FORM NO, 10-344

(Rev. 373) U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Page 2 of _ 5 13
SUPPLEMENTARY CASE/INCIDENT RECORD
ORGANIZATION (PARK) NAME ﬁﬁﬁégg‘c‘“m
Great Smoky Mountains Mational Park 716121519 lo

LOCATION OF INCIDENT

DATE OF INCIDENT
MO DA YR

NATURE OF INCIDENT

Trenny Lynn Gibson Search - Search # 2

COMPLAINANT'S NAME

COMPLAINANT'S ADDRESS

RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION

April 23 R
April 24 0730

0815
0830

1115
1500

April 25 0800
0815

1330

April 26 0730
0800

1415

No search today because of extreme cold, fog and rain.

Search personnel begin arriving at Dome Parking Area,.
Begin briefings of all persomell and assigning to crews
Began putting four (4) crews out on search,
« 2 crews will search between Appalachian Trail and Forney Creek Trail,
- 1 crew will search between Trail to Dome and lower trail to the
Appalachian Trail
- 1 crew will cover the Termessee side of the Appalachian Trail from
Dome Trail Junction to Collins Gap below the area covered 4/22/77.
Crew 2 completed its search of area between Appalachian Trail and
Forney Creek Trail and released because of very cold weather.
A1l assigned search patterns completed and all search activities
terminated for the day. .
Personnel: National Park Service: 10 !
Rescue Squads: 5 Jackson County N.C.
R Maeon County N.C.
7 Lineville Fire Dept, N.C.
6 Newport M.
6 Sevier County TN,
2 Blount County TN,
8 Knox County TN,
3 Morristown TN,
V.I.P.'s:b
TOTAL:

Search Personnel arrive at Dome Parking Area,

Crew begins search pattern from clingnans Dome Trail Junction with

the Appalachian Trail to Collins Gap north of area completed L/24/77.

Search area assigned completed. Search terminated for the day.
Personnel: National Park Service: 8

Searchers begin arriving at Dome Parking Area, .
Searchers briefed on area to be covered. This will be between the -
lower trail out to Appalachian trail and search area completed 4/24/77.
Search terminated due to cold weather.

Personnel: National Park Service: 11

SUBMITTED BY (SIGNATURE AND DATE) O APPROVED BY (SIGNATURE AND DfTE)
N

George R. West 5/2/77' W/M % o4 .



FORM NO. 10-344

(Rev. 373) U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Page 3 of _ 5
SUPPLEMENTARY CASE/INCIDENT RECORD 1 4
ORGANIZATION (PARK) NAME CASE/INCIDENT i )
NUMBER
Great Smoky Mountains National Park 71612(5(9]0
LOCATION OF INCIDENT . DATE OF INCIDENT
MO DA YR

NATURE OF INCIDENT

Trenny Lynn Gibson Sezrch - Search 3 2
COMPLAINANT'S NAME COMPLAINANT'S ADDRESS

RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION -
April 27 0730 Search personnel begin arriving at Dome Parking Area,
0800 8earches begin search., Continue area below where they terminated
on 4/26/77
1530 Search terminated for the day.
Personnel: National Park Service: 11

April 28 6730 Search personnel arrive at Dome Parking Area.
0800 Begin search. Continue area not completed yesterday down to Forney
Creek Trail and begin searchin area between Forney Creek Trail and
Forney Ridge Trail.
1545 Search Terminated for the day.,
Personnel: National Park Service: 10

April 29 0840  Search spersomnel begin arriving Dome Parking Area.

0915 Three (3) crews ou on assigned search patterns.
- One crew down Formey Creek Trail to Fontana Lake,
- One crew down Forney Ridge Trail to Fontana Lake,
- One crew down Noland Creek Trail to Fontana Lake,

1830 Last Crew out at Fontana Lake, All crews have to be picked up by boat
(Mike Dennis and Lenford Cable) transported back across the lake and
then back to their vehickes at Clingmans Dome Parking area.

2030 Search terminated for the day with last crew to vehicles and hame,

Personnel: National Park Service: 13

April 30 0730 Search Personnel begin arriving at Dome Parking Area.

0800 Buck Branan and Ronnie Click beging marking lower termims & of
search area crews will cover next few days.

1000 Two (2) search crews out. Search crews will concentrate on an area
east of the Andrews Bald Trail from area covered 4/18 & 19/77 and
below the Clingmans Dome Parking Area and Clingmans Dome Road.

1500 Search terminated for the day.

Personnel: National Park Service: 11
Rescue Squads: 3 Blount County TN,
__% Knoxville TN,
TOTAL: 1

SUBMITTED BY (SIGNATURE AND DATE) APPROVED,BY (SIGNATURE AND D, TE)
' ~
George R. West 5/2/77 ﬂMZJ‘S—- % A2 /é%\/
v -



FORM NO. 10-344

(Rev. 3-73) U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Pa.ge & of 2
SUPPLEMENTARY CASE/INCIDENT RECORD 1 5
CASE/INCIDENT -
ORGANIZATION (PARK) NAME NUMBER
Great Smoky Mountains National Park 716 12 1519 10
LOCATION OF INCIDENT DATE OhF“l)NCIDEb[l":'\ YR

NATURE OF INCIDENT
Trenny Iynn Gibson Search - Search # 2

COMPLAINANT'S NAME COMPLAINANT'S ADDRESS

P
—_—

RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION
May 1 0730 Searchers begin arriving at Dome Parking Area

0830 Begin briefing crews as to areas to be searched.

- Two crews will contimue searching in areas that were started yesterday.

- One crew will search from Clingmans Dome alon both sides of the
Appalachian Trail out towards Doublesprings Shelter,

- One crew will search an area between Forney Creek Trail and Forney

Ridge Trail down to Kegyuga Creek.
1530 Search Terminated,
Persommel: National Park Service: 12
Rescue Squads: 2 Sevier County TN,
3 Morristown, .
6 Hendersonville N.C.

8 Upper Hominy N.C.

TOTAL: 31
SUBMITTED BY (SIGNATURE AND DATE) APPROVED BY (susuATuaZ:g\TE)
i -
George R. West 5/2/77 W& % M"
7 v




FORM NO. 10-344

(Rev. 373) U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
A - NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Page=b of _ 5
SUPPLEMENTARY CASE/INCIDENT RECORD 1 6
ORGANIZATION (PARK) NAME gﬁﬂsé:suncmsm ‘
Great Smoky Mountains National Park 71 6] 2] 5| 9| O

DATE OF INCIDENT

LOCATION OF INCIDENT MO DA YR

NATURE OF INCIDENT

Trenny Lynn Gibson Search - Search # 2

COMPLAINANT'S NAME COMPLAINANT'S ADDRESS

RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION

Persons and Groups on search

National Park Service Rescue Squads V.I.P.'s and other persons
Jack Linahan Jackson County, N.C. Gary Delius
Guy Taylor Macon County, N.C. Dr. Lash & Four Nurses
Gene Phillips Lineville Fire Dept., N.C. Pete Critenden
mgga:’eﬂ Hendersonville, N,C.

o zer Upper Heminy, N.C.
Robert Conley Morristown, TN,
Bill Acree Newport, ™.

J.R. Bachanan Sevier County, TN.
Ron Cornelius Blount County, TN,
Jack Collier Knox County, TN.
Ronnie Click Knoxville, TN,
Russel Falls

Bill Webb
Jim Anker
Lennie Garver
John Johns

Buck Brammamm

Dan Eager

Carter Davis

Danny Parris

Cindy McCampbell

SUBMITTED BY (SIGNATURE ffD DATE)

VER/BY NA E AND DA
e



FORM NO. 10-344
{Rev. 373) U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 1 7
SUPPLEMENTARY CASE/INCIDENT RECORD
CASE/INCIDENT

ORGANIZATION (PARK) NAME CASE/ING
Great Smoky Mountains National Park 716 {2 |5 19 |o

LOCATION OF INCIDENT DATE OF INCIDENT
Clingnans Dame Parking Area - Along Clingmans Dome Road - . DA YR
Andrews Bald Trail Area 015101317 |7

NATURE OF INCIDENT
Trenny Lyrn Gibson Search - Search # 2

Trmummrgi bg;l\;; Cfxgwmﬂrs A?‘oﬁg%s 4
Knoxville, Tennessee

RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION ‘
Gentimation of Search # 2

May 3 0745 Personnel for today's search begin arriving at Dome Parking Area.
0800 Crew begins search for the day. The area searched today begins at Pumping
Station and continues down slope to approximately Andrews Bald. It is an
area just east of the areas covered on 4/30/77 and 5/1/77
1430 Crew is out and the search is terminated for the day.
" Persormel: National Park Service: 8

May 8 0715 Personnel arrive at Dome Parking Area,

0730 Cre begins search pattern for the day. The area searched is to the east
of what was covered on 5/3/77 and was from the Pumping 8tation road
down slope to the Forney Ridge Trail below Andrews Bald

1500 Crew id out and search is terminated for the day.

Personnel: National Park Service: 8

May 5 0715 Personnel arrive at Dome Parking Area.
0730 Crew begins search, Area covered is east of what was covered on 5/k/71
and started on the Pumping Station road and proceeded downslope to Forney
Ridge trail below Andrews Bald.
15,5 Search Terminated,
Persormmel: National Park Service: 6

SUBMITTED BY (SIGNATURE AND DATE} APPR@VED BY (SIENAJURE AND DATE)
George R. West 5/9/77 %‘eéwﬂb\ ’)7///72
77 7 )
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TERESA GIBSON SEARCH

October 8, 1976

620 1603

620 1644

531 1726

517 1735

531 1806

510 1908

510 1930

700 1945

Phone 2024
Phone 2055
510

2107

Received C.B. radio report of missing girl in Clingmans Dome area

More info on missing girl: name Teresa Gibson, age 16, Knoxville, TN
She was with a school group. Wayne Dunlap is their leader, Want
ranger to come to Clingmans Dome. F/700 531 10-76 ETA 10-15 minutes,

Info on lost girl. Name-Trenny Gibson, age 16, long blonde hair, wearing
blue jeans, blue shirt, blue sweat shirt, brown wool CPO jacket and

blue shoes., Was with school group from Bearden High School, Knoxville,TN
Think father's name is Robert Gibson, white Tower Road, Knoxville, TN
10-76 to check AT out to Double Springs Shelter.

to 531- Jackson County Rescue Squad mobilized and can be 10-76 soon if
needed. 700 gave info to 510 at HQ.

to 510 Checked Clingmans Dome area and AT toward Mt, Collins, Will
check AT toward Double Springs now. No sign of missing girl.

to 501 Negative on Gibson girl at Mt. Collins Shelter., Will hike out
AT towards Collins Gap.

Try to get missing girl's father's name and address. School group
en route home,

Contacted Bearden High School a Mrs, Bumgarner will contact Gibson
residence to see if Trenny Gibson has returned home also will contact

principal of school, a Mr., Hall. 700 advised rest of group en route
back to school

Mrs, Bumgardner Bearden High Schoo nformed Mrs, Gibson that
Trenny is missing, Gibson phone # Principal Mr, Hall will
call later,

Mr., Hall, principal of school called MS., Gibson is good student

no problems., Mr. & Mrs, Gibson will be en route to park hg as soon
as Mr. Gibson arrives at airport. Mr. Hall will interview teachers
and children and try to get more info on Trenny's past activities
also activities when last seen on the trail.

to 111. School group en route back to Knoxville. Left one teacher

here. need to try to find girl tonight if possible. Rain, cold, & wet

in area., Girl was last seen on Andrews Bald Trail about 1 mile from
Clingmans Dome., She was in the middle of group. She was missed when groug
arrived at bus at Dome parking area, 10 men from Jackson County Rescue
10-76 to assist in search, Will need fresh park personnel early

tomorPaw. Info to 111,

\
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10-13 - Moderate to heavy rain in high elevations tonight ending
tomorrow about noon. Cloudy and cooler tomorrow afternoon and

night. Temperatures could go down to mid 30's early tomoxxow.
Cloudy and cooler Sunday.

Mr. Hooker, teacher at Bearden School at airport with Mrs. Gibson.

Mr. Gibson due in on Delta flight at 9130, He is a member of National
Guard Company 130th Military Police Co., Can call National Guard

to assist if needed.

111 Called Capt. Carlon White, Sevier County Rescue Squad., Asked
for 20 men from Squad and dog to assist early tomorrow.

Bob Gibson, father of missing girl called. 10-76 to Park HQ.

111 called Dr. lash, He and medical crew will be at Dome parking area
between 73100 and 7130 a,m, National Guard choppers will be on
stand-by if needed.

Contacted Mr. Gibson and asked for dirty clothing btelonging to Trenny
for use in scent in search by dogs.

Jack Collier will be at HQ tomorrow on search supply materials.
Garver and Buchanan will be at Dome parking area at 0730 tomorrow
for crew leaders.

Will need coffee and food at Dome parking area early. F/700 Rescue
Squad food van will be there.

Sending crews down Forney Ridge Trail, Andrews Bald Trail and both
directions on AT Talked with 2 friends that last saw Trenny. They were
almost to Dome parking area. They sat down to rest. Trenny went on

and they think she may have trled to go cross-country to Dome parking area
She had on tennis shoes, tread designs cross bars with round indentions

between btars, To: 1ll.

Tom Nash will head up Goshen Prong trail tomorrow at 7 a,m, Buchanan
and Garver will be at Dome parking area at 7 a.m,

Blount Co. Rescue Squad will send 20 men and scent dog. Will be at
Dome parking area at 7-7:30 a.m.

10-76 to HQ with report on progress of search

From Mr. Hooker: If nee 1 Guard in search call Col, Russell
Newman Knoxville phone Will take 6-8 hours for them to get

to Dome parking area.

Sevier County Rescue Squad will have 25 men and search dog at Dome
parking area by 7130 tomorrow.
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October 9, 1976
700 0000 Mr, & Mrs, Gibson arrived at HQ

931 0002 Hiked down to Forney Creek on search, no sign of missing girl,
Forney Creek is running full, -

531 0003 Hiked to Mt. Collins shelter, No sign of girl
531 0004 Completed search to Andrews Bald. No sign 10-76 back,

phone 0117 Mr, and Mrs. Gibson staying at River Terrace, room 238, Description of
Trenny, 5'3", 115 1lbs, long brown halr, green eyes. No scars or marks.,

510 0147 Will need Dome Road closed early also someone to man gate to let only
authorized personnel in. to: 111 OK to close road

501 0303 531 and 501 will stay at Dome parking area rest of the night.

phone 0619 Mr, Woodroe Jordan, Civil Defense said he will be happy to assist
in search (He was talking about ground support-not air search)

200 0623 10-13, probably no clearing today before late afternoon or early
evening, Temperatures around Dome today maximum-mid to hi 40's

tos 501, 511,
510 0653 531 10-41, 10-76 Dome
x70 0653 two TN Rescue Squad, men at VC 10-76 Dome

Tape 0704 from, 501, a student with group reported that he saw subject leave
trail headed east - very dense undergrowth

phone 0714 Mr, Talmage Hooker employed at Bearden High will be with or near
the Gibsons today.

417 0722 Will be going up Little River Truck Trail-Fish Camp Prong and Goshen
Prong to 510

phone 0727 lacy Suiter - State Emergency called-have 2 helicopters on way will
land at Cherokee Aviation - can be reached at 256-3833 (MR. Suiter)

517 0730 Will be locking gate at Dome, No unauthorized personnel admitted.
700 0825 Hold all routine traffic

111 0850 to 510 try to get kitchen to Dome - negative, no electricity

111 -853 to 501 Try JCCCC- if not w/have Rescue Squad kitchen at HQ.

501 0858 Can't get anyone on phone at JCCCC can try in person- 111 advised to
try Sidney Myers.

401 0900 Negative on Myers



515 0909 35 degrees at Gap
501 0919 1lunches will be ready to be picked up at 1100 hrs,
700 0920 State Emergency aircraft en route - ETA 1010 hrs.,
115 0922 Should call Jim Kerns and have him go get Dwight McCarter 610 w/notify him-
510 0932 Run off quads of area, Scent dog about to go out.
413 0950 10-41, 10-76 HQ
VC 1015 National Guard Platoon at VC to 111
523 1031 10-8, 10-76 Dome

510 1101 Dogs have picked up scent on Forney Creek, They are both -working
that area now,

700 1205 10-13 Clearing Eetween now and 4:00 p.m. 3000 ft. winds 8-10 knots,
700 1208 Rescue Squad kitchen will be setting up at HQ shortly.

700 1215 Helicopters over HQ

501 1228 515 en route with lunch

510 1248 I1l R.S. personnel,10-76 from Dome.

~

501 1315 Rescue Squad members on Fornsy have found a camp, no fire - about
half way down between lake ard Domz (4-7 mi., from top) checked
w/V.C. - any legal permits in that area? no permits at V.C.

417 1316 ceiling rising

613 1318 10-8 10-76 HQ

501 1326 to 511 Have chopper (Forest Serv,) going into Forney Ck. and
Noland Ck. area. 110 advised that there are two Hueys planning
to go into that area as soon as weather allows,

700 1328 to 511 clouds breaking to nw - socked in at Dome

210 1333 10-76

700 1411 to 610 Fuel for choppers w/arrive in Cove approx. 1600 hrs,
620 said they called Cg. said they would stop by there

700 1414 One chopper leaving VC. 73 to Cove and up NC side., Jack Collier
on one and Jim Anker on other.
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10/9/76 cont'd.

510 1424 Dog has turned something. W/be going back to last scene from AT
to Collins Gap and to Rd. Working Hatchted & Seller Dog.

620 1432 have report of girl walking along L.R. Rd. crylng. 613-just
driven L.R. Rd.. have seen no girl, 5 mi, e. of ¥

700 1440 drab army green chopper just left
912 1446 have 3 men going from Mill Cr. - Forney Ck, and 3 Forney Divide- Tunnell

110 1448 Refuel truck will not be able to get to Cove before dk, Will be
there 7:00 a,m, tomorrow., Any change in plan notify Col. Aiker,

Greenback, 856-2392
618 1507 Comming down Goshen Prong

Phene 1541 Andy Miles, Tremont Center can send 6-8 people to assist in Search
tomorrow, 111 said can use them. Be at Hdg. at 7 a.m.

511 1546 TN Rescue Squads are out of search area and 10-76 down mtn,

616 1555 1 chopper landed in C.Cove

412 1600 w/chopper in C.Cove. Due to low ceiling in search area couldn't
get up in hi, elevations. Checked lower Forney Cr. and Welch Ridge

700 1623 Mrs. Bumgardner called contacted 2 girls, Lisa Michael and Anita
Beckner., Will call back for phone interview, to 111

412 1638 chopper 19-76 to McGee Tyson to refuel., Make another search of
area then land at S.V.C.

915 1643 Searched 2 mi, down Forney Creek. Neg. results

700 1718 Lisa Michael, phone #Fone of school group called, She
last saw Trenny about . Irom parking area, Anita, Bobby Coghill

and Stacy Martin stopped to rest, Trenny went on. Was lost from
view around curve in trail.

412 1721 Fueled chopper at McGee Tyson 10-76 to Search area, Will start
on lower end and work up

517 1807 10-8 10=76 C.Dome P.A,
412 1905 Back at McGee Tyson. Refueled 16-76 S,V.C.

510 1910 Dog team and all personnel out of search area except 210 and 613
who will spend night in upper Noland Cr, area.

613 1919 Bedded down for toaight all 10-4
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700 1940 10-13 to all stations: Gradual clearing tonight., Will clear by
midnight, Low tonight 42 degrees. lower elevations 30-32 degrees in
higher elevations, Clear tomorrow, Highs 50-60's. SW winds 25-30 mph
in higher elevations., NW winds 5-10 mph in lower elevations.

phone 1955 Mrs. Bumgardner interviewed people who last saw Trenny, Anita Bounds
phone number Scott Troy and Bobby Coghill, ILast saw her
about 1/2 mile from Dome parking area. They stopped to rest, Trenni

ﬂn, seemed to bw to get btack., Scott Troy phone

Bobby Coghill be there by 10:30

700 - 2015 Phone interview with Anita Bounds, Was with Trenny Gibson, Scott Troy
and Bob Coghill. All stopped to rest except Trenny who went ahead up
trail. She was in trail when last saw her, looked away and when looked
back Trenny was nowhere in sight, Should have been able to see her if
she went on up the trail., Checked area where Trenny was last seen, no

tra$l leading off, very rough, small stream, brush & trees, yelled but
no answer.,

700 2344 Phone interview with Miss Bobby Coghills Did not know Trenny Gibson
very well, Was in class with her. HMs. Coghill was behind two other
girls on the trail when Trenny caught up with Anita and Scott. Both
walked with them awhile, All except Trenny stopped to rest, Trenny
kept going on up the trail, Up the trail aways looked like Trenny
stopped and bent over, then made a right turn off the trail, Checked
spot where Trenny was last seen. Do not believe she could have went
off the trail at that spot, too rough, rocks, bushes, and trees. Group
had just passed a large long flat rock on right side of the trail along
top of ridge when they made rest stop, Trenny was last seen just above
that point in the trail,

Sunday, October 10, 1976

410 702 30 degrees at Newfound Gap

610 0711 Fuel truck has arrived at Cades Cove, 36 degrees,light ground fog

phone 0729 Captain Medley, Company D, Marine Corps, Knoxville is sending about
20 more men up to search, ¥ill be here about 9:00.

515 0738 Trace of precipitation at NFG and Dome, max . 39, min., 31, present 31,
Sky is clear and visibility is good.

510 0739 to 515 Keep area in Dome parking clear for helicopter

610 0742 visibility at Cove about 200 yards. Fog vexry light about 100 ft, thick.
sky clear,

412 0927 Have 3 helicopters at Cades Cove refueling - 2 army, 1 Civil Defense,
from Cove heading back to Dome to continue search,

511 0940 to 401, contact Guy or Job Corps-lunch for 160+ people to 911 (275 people)
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A 7
to 111 - be advised 3 people camped at Jerry Bald, Not searchers

should meet up with Houck later today.

Now at Sallola ? Branch and junction of Clingmans Creek. Can't land
chopper here,

4 helicopters leaving Cades Cove now, 1 chopper headed to Sugarlands
to pick up 402

Chopper Jack Collier is on has no park radio
to 510 Marine Corps Reserve from Knoxville just left HQ 10-76 Dome 16 men

need 300 lunches from Gatlinburg - 700 ordered 300 sandwiches from
War Bonnet, £m/111 will airlift by chopper

Call FBI and see if can bring scent dog in today, 401 made the call
Bob Swabe out of the area- Umstead 10-76 to park.

Chopper 10-76 to AT via Elkmont drainage,
10-76 Dome w/10 gallons of coffee

to 401 covered Branch and Kawai? Branch-next branch over does
not have a name (radio broken - unable to copy)

all 4 helicopters on ground at Cades Cove for refueling-advise air rescue
contyel 700 made call.,

1 chopper will be 10-76 to SVC for food from 700/ 413 will have food.
helicopters leaving Cades Cove

210 is at Ball Creek campground - no problems - 613 ahead of him
need 100 more dinners - 700 called Kentucky Fried Chicken

need 50 additional dinners - 700 calléd Long John Silvers

Clear radio for search traffic only 700 to all stations,

Resume normal radio traffic - 700 to all statbns,

Reserve 4 rooms at Holiday Inn 700 made reservations.

Chopper will land at SVC in 3minutes to 414

All Rescue Squads have left area, 1 dog is still working area along
top tos 111
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2 choppers approaching SVC tos: 411
Jim Sands, Phone # “ Mt. Juliet, TN. has search dog.
Says dog can find gir she 1s still lost in the mountains. to: 111

Search dog came out, Same results as others, tos 111

Searchers found wallet belonging to Jim Cardwell, (searcher) Will be
at Deep Creek, 700 unable to find phone number for Cardwell,

Cleared Dome Parking Area except for 2 hiker vehicles. Dome Road gate
locked, Have night patrol check gate tonight. to: 411

October 11, 1976

211
11y
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402

520

phone

phone

111
401
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510
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0928
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1154

Everything clear from Headquarters to NFG.

10-41, 10-76 Clingmans Dome

10-13, maximum 49, minimum 31, present 35 Visibility is good.
National Guard from Maryville (4 people) 10-76 Clingmans Dome,
From Jerry McFarlands choppers will be at Dome at 0900, +to: 510

to 501, 111, 510, Jackson County Rescue Squad has 15 people and
Cherokee County Rescue Squad has 9 people en route,

Neil Murphy offered assistance in

survival and rescue
is fully equipped. x17 office, or
home, He is 2 hours away and can leave as soon as

Commander John Maddox, Swain County Civil Air Patrol, 704/488-2120,
called to complain: had 40 men, 2 doctors, 14 pilots, 5 planes
standing by to assist with search -- due to lack of cooperation from
Park Service took people off of search == 700 gave info to 111

111 called Commander Maddox and straightened the situation out,

10-8, 10-19 HQ

Call Mrs, Reeder, Red Cross - 983-0821, Maryville, about food - 700
made call, van will be at NFG around 12:00, Also Gatlinburg Fire
Department will be taking beef stew and cornbread to Dome, to: 401

J. Edgar ran same route that other dogs did.

Dog this morning had scent to center of road and turned left toward
parking area and went about 200 yards,

Need shoe size - tread - from 110: size 5% or 6 about 7" on a straight
sole, probably a bit less on that particular style,
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401 1321 10-20 Dome, 10-76 HQ

111 1324 Talked to Commander Joan Maddox, Swain County Civil Air Patrol
everything is 10-4

510 1328 10-76 HY via helicopter

620 1339 Blount County Rescue Squad called - unable to reach Mr, Biddle - to 111
advised to keep trying

700 1515 Collect call from Mr, Biddle, Blount County Rescue Squad. Clothing
of missing girl used in search are in utility room at Dome rest room

%ofl .51

510 1811 Search area cleared, all searchers out, Dome Road open, To SVC
411 2307 No activity tonight in Dome area

October 12, 1976

515 0720 Maximum 55, minimum 35, present 33, skies clear, visibility good

700 0800 10-13, fair today through Saturday with early morning fog, no
precipitation, hi's é0's, low's 30's.

501 0857 Report from Swain County Sheriff--Saturday morning a boy and girl came
to Bryson City to get married. Girl was under age, 5'3", 115-20 1lbs.,

sandy brown or blonde hair, age 17 ve her name as Alice Marie
Plummer, to: 111

Also saw girl Monday at NFG approximate aze 14, face scratched,
dazed look on her facs, wearing orown corduroy Jjackst with hood,
jeans (different from the ones Trenny should be wearing), looked
100 clean and dry to be Trenny -- Believe negative,

501 0913 Vehicle atandoned since Saturday, Reported by Mr, Segrist at riding
s A

stable at Smokamont: 10-28-29, NC BTL-434, should be displayed on

a 1966 VW sedan, rezistsred to Myrrna Bowers Eure, —
is negative,

580 1046 to 511, 20 Murphy Rescue Squad people 10-75 Luftee Ranger Station.

501 1135 Negative results in Bryson City after showing the photograph to
Sheriff’'s Dept.

464 1321  to 412, now coming down Noland Creek

402 1418 to 531, will need someoae to pick us up at Mill Creek - 915 will
make arrangements,

531 1426 to 915, will need a pickup for 6 people at Wildsrness Marine around 4:00,
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531 1532 At the mouth of Forney Cresk 10-75 Wilderness Marine.

700 1647 Mrs, Blanche Cooper, Gatlinburg Phone _saw a girl matching
the description of Gibson girl walking on miver Road in Gatlinburg

either Friday or Saturday. Girl was wearing brown plaid jacket,
flair legged blue jeans, white tennis shoes (not Gibson girl)

phone 1915 Tina Gibson called, Was upset about article in evening nswspaper
about something her father had told reporters. 700 advised father had
gone back to metel,

700 2208 Blount County Re-Act callad sistance with,g
any Park emergency., Phone ob Eidson, or

Virginia Cochran,

700 2246 Captain Ford, Criminal Division, Knoxville P.D, called GPD to talk
to Mr. Cibson, 700 called Captain Ford, Mr, Ford received a call
from a Christine Cromwell from Bahamas (overseas # W{Z-7517)
She stated that she got on plane at Boston, landed at Newark, N.J.
at 9130, Reported Trenny Gibson got on plane at Newark with a much
clder man, heavy set wearing green trousers., Man and girl got off
plane in Nassau at 11:30, Info to 111.

October 13, 1976

517 0735 maximum 58, minimum 37, present 45, no precipitation, Road is clear
and dry. Sky is clear,

531 0756 523, 513 10-76 Collins Gap
217 0756 10-41, 10-76 Dome
412 0820 10-41, 10-76 Dome

531 0828 10-76 to Collins Gap, will meet other searchers there, Need some
flag tap - 412 will bring tape up.

phone 0932 Mr. Cecil Thomas, Nashville, -home, -work (til &4 p.m.)

Psychic - had a vision of where Trenny is and says she is still alive
or else frozen in a sitting position. Says searchers are very close
but need to search a little to the left of the area they are in now,
Near the mouth of a creek, Saw her sitting in a hollow in what might
be a bear den or something - rocky area - not a lot of undergrowth -
several very old large trees - sun shining directly down through a
light layer of fog - lots of squirrels running around eating acorns
There are many acorns on the ground in thes area,

790 0958 10-13 Fair today and tomorrow and probably throuzh Saturday, Highs in
the upper 60's and lower 's, lows in the upper 30's or lower 40's,

phone 1142 Mr, Fred White, VA., would 1ike to participate in search
over the weekend if it 1s still golhg, Has dogs if needsd, Worked in
Dennis Martin search,



phone 1245
531 1250
111 1510
Loy 1730
531 1732
412 1744
GPD 2019
700

phone 2237
phone 2320

44 11

Ms. Dedra Duggan, ETSU, Johnson City, -ca.n organize a group
of fraternity men to aid in search if needed,

Will have 2 men coming down an old trail from Collins Gap to Elkmont
who will need a pickup later on, They will call when in the area.

to 531, will be sending up approximately 5 people from north side in
the morning and will need all available personnel from the south side

for the search.

and 618 will be at Elkmont turn-around in about 20 minutes. 411 will
pick them up.

”

513 & 517 10-42
10-42

received teletype of unidentified homicide in NC (didn't know area--
can check if needed) female, 18-20 yrs., medium reddish hair, green
eyes,freckles on face and parts of body, 3" scar on right side of
abdomen, teeth in poor condition, tattoo of cross on chest, about a
size 7, rust colored denim pants, Did not meet description of Trenny

Gibson,

Called the following hospitals: Sevier County,Blount Memorial, Baptist,
U.T., Swain County and Waynesville. All negative for Trenny Gibson.

Received call from Joe Bridges who works in Haywood County Sheriff's
Office, Waynesville - 704/456-3585 (C.J. Arrington, Sheriff) After
700 called Waynesville Hospital they called Sheriff's office, Thought
they may have treated Trenny Gibson last Friday night but would not
release info to 700, Bridges advised them to check with supervisor
who told them to release information., Info given to Bridges: a female
came into Emergency Room Friday night with 4 male companions, She first
gave her name as Rita K. Ilanning, father-Fred, address-Canton, NC, age
18 years,. A little later when the nurse asked for her name the girl
changed to Rita K. Gibson, father - Fred, Canton, NC. At the time they
thought the girl was a bit upset and confused, When nurse asked for
girl's phone number, one of the fellows with her said she might not
remember it because they were from out of state - and they just gave
the address as Canton, NC. The girl was treated for minor cuts and
bruises and released the same night. Nurse said girl fit the
description given to her by 700 for Trenny Gibson. Joe Bridges on way
to hospital with picture of Trenny Gibson and more info. 700 gave

info to 111 and 110.

NC State Highway Patrol, Asheville, received call from Highway

office in Salisbury, NC - A Mr, Michael Venters from Charlotte,

said he might have info on missing girl-- 700 called Mr. Venters,
Said they were in the Park on Saturday at Luftee Visitor Center. A
ranger told them they could see a waterfall if they would go to some
tribal owned campground on Big Cove Road (couldn't remember name)
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phone cont'd Said they hiked up out of the campground to the waterfall and

on their way out saw an Indian male about 18 yrs., old with a gun,
Two girls were with him, who looked scared. Thought one could have

been Trenny Gibson, Could not identify if shown a picture.

October 14, 1976

phone 0003

111
517

531
401

0013
0729
0752
0823

Tony Douglas, Lexington, TN _ Sunday night a girl came
into Burger Shake at Crossroads near Lexington -- was hitch-hiking

on I-40 with trucker, Wanted him to take her out of state - when
she persisted he called sheriff., Girl ran away before sheriff could
get there, (Sheriff-Jack Fallard)- girl wore jeans, yellow pullover,
light colored sweater, carried jacket, dull blonde hair,

Negative on girl at Waynesville Hospital--local girl,
10-13 - maximum 60, minimum 39, present 40, O prec.

513 and 523 10-41

to 531 - 418, 618, 403,404, and Buck Branam 10-76 Clingmans Dome
403 will bring the maps requested by 531.
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UNITED STATES ' 50
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

- NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
GREAT SMOKY MOUNTAINS NATIONAL PARK
LOST PERSON QUESTIOWIAIRE
Date  10/8/76 Time 3350 P.m.
Name Trenny Lynn Gibson Sex female Call Name Trenny

Address 1427 Whitower Road, Knomillé.TNTelephone__-_ Age 16 d,0.b. 8/17/60

Weight 115 Height 5°'3" Color of Hair long brown Glasses_no.

Jewelry RO Companions Bearden High School Group

CLOTHES WORN: Hatnone Shirt or Dress (color) )

Coat or Jacket brewn plaid Pants blue jeans Shoe typeadidas = Blue
Size small Condition good Sole pattern (over) crossbars and Eigﬁes

Stockings Other clothes blue & white striped Money
s—weager"

Things carried Contents of pockets

TYPE OF PERSON: Hardy XX Frail Agile Clumsy

Shy Easily frightened Aggressive X

Health Condition __ 800d Heart good Hearing___good

Mental Condition stable Outdoor Knowledge v_e.g' little

Will answver to whistle or call? shouid Right or left handed right
Familiar with country in which lost?  unknown Date lost__10/8/76

Time lost 3 P.M. Ever lost before NO

Plans of individual Return tohlingman's Dome Parking Area from Andrews Bald

Reported by ¥r. Dunlap Relation school leader

Location of rerorter

SSN3 _ NCIC # M008253504 driver's license - none

GRSMNP Case Record Number 76-2590
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By ~ AGENCY VALIDATION FORM o
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-

BASE RECORD INFORMATION

NIc # _Woof s 350y CONTACT

OCA # 7425 9() PHONE #

ORI # JUVNT oolffo S Gogav PHONE # _ _

ENTERED BY _ G A/ DATE OF ENTRY

REVIEWED BY ' DATE OF REVIEW
AUTHORIZED BY : DATE OF AUTHORIZATION __

+ COPY OF OFFENSE REPORT/WARRANT/STATEMENT ACCESSIBLE?

VALIDATION HISTORY

DATE VALIDATED * PERSON CONTACTED

MODIFICATION REQUIRED (if any)

DATE VALIDATED ~ —  PERSON CONTACTED

Qul MODIFICATION REQUIRED (if any)

DATE VALIDATED ' PERSON CONTACTED

MODIFICATION REQUIRED (if any)

DATE VALIDATED PERSON CONTACTED

MODIFICATION REQUIRED (if any)

DATE VALIDATED PERSON CONTACTED

MODIFICATION REQUIRED (if any)

REMARKS
RECORD REMOVAL >+
ENTRY CLEARED CANCELLED DATE :
E REMOVED FROM N.C.I.C. BY : AUTHORITY

File this information sheet with entry card it pertains to.
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THE KNOXVILLE JOURNAL
Friday, HNovember 5, 1976 Front page

renny
eward

Offered

A $5,000 reward for information lead-
ing to the arrest and conviction of parties
involved in the disappearance of Trenny
Gibson is being offered by the state, Gov. |

{
‘.

Ray Blanton's office confirmed Thursday.

Trenny Gibson, a 16-vear-old Bearden
High School student, was last seen Oct. 8
in the Clingman's Dome area of the Great
Smoky Mountiains National Park. An ~

. intensive search was launched, which at |
one time involved more than 200 people. ‘
The National Park Service has since dis-
continued an organized search.

1 Trent Hall, an assistant in the gover-
nor’s office, suid papers are being pre-
pared for the reward at the request of
several East Tennessee legislators.

. Legislators who led the effort for issu-
, ance of the reward are State Reps. Ted
. Ray Miller, Tom Jensen, Bill Nolan, Loy
. Smith and Jim Richards; and State Sens.
| Ben Atchley and Victor Ashe.

{  Robert Gibson, father of Trenny, said
! he is pleased with the state's reward
offer.

"I feel this is a fine gesture on the
¢ part of the governer's office to help bring
! our daughter home," he said.

Persons having information concern-
ing the whereabouts of Trenny Gibson are
asked to contact the office of District
Attorney General Al C. Schmutzer, Sevi-
erville, at 433-6119. e

P
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GREAT SMOKY MOUNTAINS NATIONAL PARK

May 6, 1977 B _
‘ : . Roger R. Miller
Immediate Release (615) 436-5615

VOLUNTEER SEARCHERS PRAISED .
AS PARK SEARCH FCR TRENNY GIBSON WINDS DOWN

(GATLINBURG, TN) - The intensive search renewed on April 18, in
which Park Rangers and volunteers combed the Clingmans Dome area of
Great Smoky Mountains National Park, wﬂere Trenny Gibson disappeared
six-honth; ago, has been completed. The renewed search, using a line-
sweep. system for intensive coverage of the area of highest probtebility,
was an effort to find some clue which would lead to a conclusion as to
what happened to the 16-year-old Knoxville girl last October. A large
arga around the point of disappearance,'and along tralls and drainages
radiating from there, was covered. '

"Searchers have agaln gone to great lengths in extremely rugged
mountain areas to find any clues to Trenny's disappearance, but after
extensive search no evidence has been found," said Superintendent Boyd
Evison. "Rescue Squad members from both North Carolina and Tennessee
are to be commended for their unselfish efforts to aid in the Gibson
family's efforts to find Trenny. Squed rerbers, volunteer coordinators,
.and medical sutport teems have .contributed their ccnsiderable talents
and leadership in spite of other pressures on their time."

"With all the effort experded on this search, the fact still remains
that there is a possibility she is still in the Park," Evison sald. "That
g?ssibility will stay in our minds every time we go into the backcountry,

m sure."
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THE MOUNTAIN PRESS— Wednesday, February 22, 1989 — Section A — Page 5

Father hopes TV show will
take up case of missing girl

By Jamie Satterfield
Staff Writer

The father of a girl reported
missing in the Great Smoky
Mountains National Park in 1976
and never found says he hopes to
get his daughter's story on the
television program “Unsolved
Mysteries.”

Bob Gibson's 16-year-old
daughter, Trenny, was reported
missing in the Park Oct. 8, 1976.
Both Gibson and his wife said at
the time of the initial search for
their daughter, they suspected
foul play.

Gibson sald Monday he still
believes foul play was involved and
that his daughterwas abducted. It
is that belief that has led him to
work with Channel 10 to get his
daughter’s story aired on “Unsol-
ved Mysteries,” he said.

Trenny Gibson, who was
described as a *quiet sort of girl” by
her friends, had accompanied fel-
low students from Bearden High
School on a field trip in the Park
Friday, Oct. 8, 1976. Gibson,
along with horticulture class-
mates, had hiked to Andrews Bald
and was returning to Clingman's
Dome.

Gibson was walking a few yards

in front of the other students. She

was last seen one mile from the

Clingman’s Dome parking lot.
“That's the last we saw of her,”

eald placamate Garv Nichols.

An initial search began late Fri-
day evening, with 150 people,
including members of the Sevier
County Rescue Squad, searching
along the trial and in backwoods
areas surrounding the trail,

Temperatures that weekend
were in the low 30s, and two
searchers had to be treated for
hypothermia. Another searcher
fell and cracked his ribs. By Mon-

The Gibsons
believed foul play .
was involved because
their daughter was a
‘top student, well-liked
and did not date.

e

day morning, Trenny Gibson had
still not been found.

Searchers did find three
cigarette butts and a “fresh” beer
can along the Andrews Bald trail,
Scent dogs followed a scent
believed to be that of the lost girl to
a spot near Clingman's Dome,
where eight cigarette butts of the
same brand as the three found
earlier were discovered,

The Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation then took over the search.

Trenny Gibson was wearing
jeans, tennis shoes, a CPO jacket

and a sweater. She had no money
or identification with her.

“Trenny hadn't planned on
going on the fleld trip Friday morn-
ing,” her mother said at the time of
the search. “She thought it would
be called off because of the rain
and didn't even take a jacket with
her.” j

She had borrowed a jacket from
a friend after she found out the
field trip was still on. :

The Gibsons believed foul play
was Involved because their
,daughter was a top student, well-
liked and did not date, They
described her as a serious student
and said they did not believe she
would have run away with a boy or
for any other reason.

She also had no money with her
and had left a bank book, showing
an account of $1,000, at home.

The Gibson family said at the
time of their daughter's disappear-
ance that oneyear earlier the fami-
ly had received threats from an
unnamed person and sald they
feared that person had abducted
their daughter.

Ted Bundy, who recently was
_electrocuted for the murder of sev-
eral women, was questioned about
the disappearance of Trenny Gib-
son but told FBI authorities he

knew nothing about it, Bob Gib-
son said.
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Standard letter of appreciation - Trenny Gibson Search

Sent to: 12/1/76

Mr. Clell Ogle
Gatlinburg Fire Department

Mr. Costo McGhee
Knox County Rescue Squad

Mr. John H. Bird
Tennessee Association of Rescue Squads
Greenville, TN 37743

Mr. Jdack French
Tennessee Association of Rescue Squads
Parsons, Tennessee 38363

Mr. Carlon White
Sevier County Rescue Squad
Sevierville, TN 37862

Mr. Carl Stinnett
Blount County Rescue Squad
Maryville, TN 37801

Mr. Ernest Maxwell
Newport Rescue Squad
Newport, TN 37821

Mr.dimmy W. Peoples
Morristown Rescue Squad
Morristown, TN 37814

Mr. E111s Bacon
Tremont EE Center
Townsend, TN 37882

Dr. Robert F. Lash
Knoxville, TN 37920

North Carolina Rescue Squads:

Swain County
Bryson City, NC 28713

Jackson County
Unit I
Sylva, NC 28779

Jackson County
Unit II
Cashiers, NC 28717

Haywood County
Waynesville, NC 28786

Buncombe County
Asheville, NC 28806

Leicester Volunteer Fire Department
Leicester,. NC 28748

Weaverville Fire Department
Weaverville, NC 28787

Fairview Volunteer Fire Department
Fairview, NC 28730

Reynolds Volunteer Fire Department
Asheville, NC

West Buncombe County Fire Department
Asheville, NC

Upper Hominy Fire & Rescue Department
Asheville, NC ~

Skyland Fire Department
Skyland, NC 28776

Beaverdam Volunteer Fire Department
Asheville, NC



Gibson Search Letter sent to following:

Jackson County Rescue Squad
Jackson County North Carolina
Sylva, NC 28779

Macon County Rescue Squad
Macon, NC 27551

Linville Fire Department
Linville, NC 28646

Hendersonville Rescue Squad
Hendersonville, NC 28739

Upper Hominy Rescue Squad
Asheville, NC 28806

Morristown Rescue Squad
Morristown, TN 37814

Newport Rescue Squad
Newport, TN 37821

Sevier County Rescue Squad
Sevierville, TN 37862

Blount County Rescue Squad
Maryville, TN 37801

knex—Ceunty—Reseue—Squed

Knox¥$%+e:-¥ﬂ-6¥96f§>
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5010-103 79
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT <
’

Memorandum et~

TO :Chief P DATE: Oct. 23, 1976

FROM :ILuftee Sub=District Ranger

SUBJECT:TV interview with Bill Ryan

T met Mr. Ryan at the dome parking lot at approx. 1345 today and

talked with him, His cameraman never showed up, so he shot some silent

film and was going to do the naration himself later. The only thing he
might have said during his naration that may cause some waves was a statement
made to him by one of the Maint., employees, Ryan said one of them told him
we thoughtGibson ran off with her boyfriend. I told Ryan anything along
those lines were purely speculations and I would not comment one way or the
other, I gave him some logistical information and told him we were
reasonably sure Gibson was not in the search area.

M, Bagene Phi ) o
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Memorandum

TO :
FROM
SUBJECT:

85010-110

Chief Park Ranger

' By the way -

DATE: March 22, 1977

Superintendent

feeding regulations

s must I take to establlsh regulations uiring campers
t of reach of bears. - especia 7 none left out in
r, etc.? Somethin filar to regulations in

Dick, what s
to keep all food
tent, on table, in co
Yosemite, Eyllowstone, I

Please take steps to have thi one(draft the regulations; anyway -
have ready for discussiom at squad mee€ ing of March 28).

will review the draft of the ar management/research

e morning of the 28th.

.Boyd Evisoﬁ

cc:
Asst. Superlntendent

/?@GQp-—- // axe~2/cy ‘é f?mﬁ&y fé- /%cJa- o ébﬁ<qf’
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By U.S. S aving} Baréd.r Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan



Pk. Staff Spec.

© Great Smokyluountains upt.
National Park 84 Asst. Supt. Jcece
cf. of Interp. sC
Z,cE. Rgr. .
Admin. Off.

#ZLf. of Maint.

LONG DISTANCE TELEPHONE CALL RECORD ~ -
Date . ?//—/77 | Time ,4 7 <
. 7 — 4
Prom e AE é e place Lo ¢
To /&/ 7&/, S Place

Message

/% Y& Zl~ o2 //ﬂ’/f 74’ B 4"'4/.«,,, — 2 Ay
Ao e

‘4-// r 4 /" 2 ’(A/ .
. hr ]
bRl o sy, —
A /’ y ’ . |
K‘ A 4 . //’,b ///&' /T '~/J(/ J/)’-‘ 7 4 Va4

/"'4," P 4 Pl '.
| A’)‘ . %]7//’ ‘7&’ — / / 7,/‘,,{/4/ /)/ 2
4 o7 . S ., - g d
. 7 S S K. / —_— ROV : AV/Z// &

&a/(;,.,& . ﬁ/ S 4

Signed




85

United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Great Smoky Mountains National Park
" Gatlinburg, Tennessee 37738

IN REPLY REFER TO:

A7623 April 4, 1977

. Memorandum

To: Superintendent
Through: Chief Park Ranger

From: Assistant Chief Ranger
quject: Trenny Gibson Search

The search for Miss Trenny Lynn Gibson will resume on Monday, April 18,
1977. The search will be coordinated by South District personnel
utilizing manpower from the RM&VP Division parkwide. Selected civilian
volunteers from the North Carolina and Tennessee Rescue Squads and
hiking clubs will also be utilized. The total number of search personnel
from all disciplines will be held to a manageable level of not more than
twenty-five.

‘The area to be covered will include a two mile radius of the point

where Miss Gibson was last seen on the Andrews Bald Trail, one-half

mile south of Clingmans Dome. The line sweep method will be utilized

in the immediate zone of probability and no air support will be

necessary. All major trails and drainages in the area will also be searched.

Time interval for the search will be April 18 to approximately Saturday
April 3Q, on a daily basis during daylight hours and as weather permits.

Plans and activities will be critiqued daily on site at the Dome Search
Operations and Communications Center. '

John D. Linahan

IJNL\M\
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Great Smoky Mountains National Park
Gatlinburg, Tennessee 37738

IN REPLY REFER TO:

A7623 April 4, 1977

Memorandum

To: Supeniﬁ€2§§2;;
' Through: Chief anger

From: Assistant Chief Ranger

‘Subject: Trenny Gibson Search

The search for Miss Trenny Lynn Gibson will resume on Monday, April 18,
1977. The search will be coordinated by South District personnel
utilizing manpower from the RM&VP Division parkwide. Selected civilian
volunteers from the North Carolina and Tennessee Rescue Squads and
hiking clubs will also be utilized. The total number of search personnel
from all disciplines will be held to a manageable level of not more than
twenty-five. '

The area to be covered will include a two mile radius of the point

where Miss Gibson was last seen on the Andrews Bald Trail, one-half

mile south of Clingmans Dome. The line sweep method will be utilized

in the immediate zone of probability and no air support will be

necessary. A1l major trails and drainages in the area will also be searched.

Time interval for the search will be April 18 to appfoximate]y Saturday
April 30, on a daily basis during daylight hours and as weather permits.

Plans and activities will be critiqued daily on site at the Dome Search
Operations and Communications Center. : '

pl &0 LL
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Great Smoky Mountains E;]f Supt. b/fi Staff Spec.____
.National Park Asst. Supt/,_/’; - Jeceee
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Admin. OfE.
Cf. of Maint.

LONG DISTANCE TELEPHONE CALL RECORD

Date _ April 7, 1977 Time a.m.

From _Bob Gibson | Place _feepfvr/[z
To Suner;intendent I;Iace

Message

Mr. Gibson indicated that the Assistant Superintendent had told one of

his investigators (&be McGahee? ) that we would only search the area

between Clingmans Dome and Andrews Bald, and only stay on the trails,
. using no more than 25 people - and those would be Rangers only.

I told Mr. Gibson that I was sure that his investigator had confused
the information, as I know that Jerry is well aware of our intentions
- which aré not to limit the search in those ways.

Mr. Gibson said that if we would agree not to limit the search to 25
Rangers, he'd agree not to goc to the papers. I told him that his going
to the papers, or not going, had nothing to do with how many people we
would use in the search; but that we would do everything we could to
make sure that it was thorough, well organized, and well controlled,

8o that the best possible job could bte done. I told him that, in any
case, the contacts with communications media should be handled through
this office, and low profile, to avoid any circus atmosphere. He wanted
to know why we were starting after the weekend, and I told him that I
was sure that it was because we wanted to avoid conflict with heavy
backcountry use - and, again, to minimize any chance of a circus atmosphere.

I told him that we would use the search plan developed by ourfpersonnel,
unless I felt that it was in some way inadequate; and that I am sure we
Plan to use more than just Park Rangers. He said he would like some
searchers not ordinarily associated with the Park Service involved (implying
a need for someore to be sure we are doing the job right), and I said

that we would try to accommodate that.

I did not commit us to anything more than 25 people, nor to any périod
exceeding the April 16 through 30 period apparently alreesdy set.

Dick or Jack - please give me a trief written outline of your search plan,
and of who will be Involved, and when. I want to let Mr. Gibson know,
early the week of the 1lin.

Signad )
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SO BUNCOMBE CO APR 24 1977
PD GATLINBURG TN .

PLEASE RELAY TO ASSISTANT CHIEF PARK RANGER JACK LINAHAN,

AT 0800 HRS TODAY REGARDING SEARCH MISSION CLINGMAN'S DOME.
LINAHAN'S HOME PHONE (RN OFFICE 436-5615.

DUE TO REQUEST FROM NATIONAL PARK SERVICE BLUE RIDGE PARKWAY
RANGERS FOR MASSIVE SEARCH EFFORT FOR 74 YEAR OLD W/M MISSING
ON PARKWAY FOR 2 DAYS, THERE WILL_BE A VERY LIMITED RESPONSE
FROM RESCUE UNITS FOR SEARCH FORQRENNY GIBSON. PRIORITIES
REQUIRE MAJOR EFFORT FOR MALE SUBJECT FTRSTL POSSIBLY 10 OR
15 MEN AT MOST.AUTH NCARS BOSSARD. '

NC RESCUE ASSN DCB 0036EST e
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE o=

Great Smoky Mountains National Park —

Gatli A
a gxé);rﬁa'l"enlnssgselee 37738

IN REPLY REFER TO.

ville, TN 37919

Dear Mr. Gibson,

Each year we are asked by the FBI to verify the information we
have entered in their national computerized missing person file.

I was not able to contact you by phone this year regarding the
status of your daughter, Trenny.

am required to make a contact with you by phone or letter.

you receive this letter so I can keep my information up to date.

Thanks for your help in this matter.

Sincerely,

7 g il A

Ida May Hdﬁbs, Park Ranger
Communications Center

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
—

qii’, |

N 1916-1991 W

™

An International “Biosphere Reserve” and “World Heritage Site”
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- (Rev.373) U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR : . 0 z&(
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 13

L. SUPPLEMENTARY CASE/INCIDENT RECORD

ORGANIZATION (PARK) NAME CASE/INCIDENT

| NUMBER
Great Smoky MOUntains National Park 71 6| 21 519to
LOCATION OF INCIDENT DATE OF INCIDENT

MO , DA YR

Andrews Bald Trail

1o foIs [4]6

NATURE OF INCIDENT

Missing Person
COMPLAI NAm*s NAME , COM?LA!NANT'S ADDRESS
. 1427 Whitower Rd
___gremy Gibson - ;_Knolel'_le &7919 .

RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION
On 07/11/91 NPS dispatch received a teletype from the Amelia County Sheriffs Office
in reference to an unidentified deceased, possibily matching the description of
Trenny GIbson. :

Ranger Kloster attempted three t:unes to telephone the investigating depu,t:i, but
was unable to make contact. '

On 07/16/91 Kloster sent Deputy Muller Trermy Gibson's dental records via N.C.I.C

NO response received back from :Ame],i_a County S.0
Cleared 07/17/91 o

e ]

— —
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FORM NO. 10-344

(Rev. 373) U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE | 1 36
SUPPLEMENTARY CASE/INCIDENT RECORD B |
E — CASE/INCIDENT
' ORGANIZATION (PARK) NAME _ ~ O ANCIDENT
Great Smoky MOuntains National Park 71612 ]19]0
LOCATION OF INCIDENT DATE OF INCIDENT '
o MO , DA ., YR
Andrews Bald Trail 110]0]8]7}]6
NATURE OF INCIDENT ' T
Missing Perse®
COMPLAINANT'S NAME COMPLAINANT'S ADDRESS
oy Gibemy 1427 Whitower RD o
emy. _ Knoxville TN 37919 o

RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION

On 07/26/91 Leah Turner, from the Alabama Bureau of Investigations, telephoned
Ranger Kloster in reference to an unidentified deceased, possibily matching the
‘ descrlptlon of Tremmy Gibson. :

"~ Kloster prov:Lded Turner with Gibson's dental records. Turner advised that the
dental records did not match.

Cleared 07/26/91
Totwel's ?mm# 205242 H2OF -
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(Rev. 373 U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
SUPPLEMENTARY CASE/INCIDENT RECORD 1 38
CASE/INCIDENT -
ORGANIZATION (PARK) NAME NUMBER .
Great Smoky Mountains Natiomal Park 7161215]9]0}
LOCATION OF INCIDENT

DATE OF INCIDENT

MO DA YR
Andrews Bald Trail

1]0j0j8]7]6

NATURE OF INCIDENT

Missing Person - Trenny Gibson
COMPLAINANT'S NAME COMPLAINANT'S ADDRESS

RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION

5/19/92: Inquiry by Leah Turner, Alabama Bureau cf Investigation as to status of
Trenny Gibson investigation. Ms. Turner advised body found her jurisdiction in
decomposed condition, and requested information on Gibson case. Dental records of
Trenny Gibson as of 1976 were provided to Ala. Bureau of Investigation for comparison.
Comparison indicated body was not that of Trenny Gibson.

For further information call: 205-242-4205, Leah Turner, ABIL.

Case remains open as of 5/19/92.

! (SUBIMITTED 8Y (SIZATURE AND DA:E%A?‘/qﬂN G%OV?D,B\Y ‘S'WATE,S ’al / q .
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(Rev. 3-731 U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 1 39

SUPPLEMENTARY CASE/INCIDENT RECORD |

ORGANIZATION (PARK) NAME CASE/INCIDENT
NUMBER
Ckeat Smoky Mountains National Park 71 86121 315
LOCATION OF INCIDENT DATE OF INCIDENT
MO DA YR

Andrews Basd Trail 57 e Rk

1 u o a f 7]
NATURE OF INCIDENT
Missing Person - Trenny Gibs
COMPLAINANT'S NAME COMPLAINANT'S ADDRESS

RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION

5£19/92
Trenny Gibson
a9u0m~0¢ed

fox ther dnformation eall: 205-242-4: Turner, ABL.
Cage remains open as of 5/1 x
_ SUBMITTED BY (SIGNATURE AND DATE) .AEPHOVED BY ISIGI’ATURE ANQ DATE). ; f
i ‘ P P ) ¥ - ' o 1 1
A \ l .l"l 4 ,' T, i iq"_s'- ' 7 .‘_-.‘ ! 7 “4,_- ‘ ‘r / et i(— L—} 4.
LA Uff‘vﬂ.‘ i ,.’t} b S/59/94. L k3 AN [ f/ :
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

memoraondum
DATE: 6//5/7Z
R, pmtsy 4
™ TRESNY  o(BSon i€
(DUETT? G ATOR PRrOMTY Froam N.C SHTE Loccce

— pwew 615 FOR poFe. on G (RsON. T HAS

RELOUERED e  BsdY o8 A (uH . @ w0
MATTHES (5 (8BS orS NCie petord . [/ GAue
M #est DAL f2ecoeps,

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
(REV. 1-80)

GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6
5010-114



"3 p8:24 GATLINBURG PD 6154367165 * R ‘Pl
| P.0. Box 5 Ty ¥ 142
e B Gatiinburg, Tm. 37738 . .
T 615-436-5181 525-3353 i PR
Harry W. Montgomery, Chief of Police

/

FAXY TRANSMITTAL COVER SEEET .

T _’_WL Pack -

FEOM: ‘gt";ﬁ“ﬁl L \J.(;j k‘. SPQ—+LL\

SUBJECT: ml—ssmj Qe (.San)

CIMMENTS 5 ihk,ck Ear nr.\'{-wrm LA el nykg‘
~ : o - ‘ '
. HUMBER OF PACES INCLUDING COVER SHEET: _ T i

: ~. Transmitted from FAX Number:

(615) 436-7185
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(Rev. 3731 U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 1 50

SUPPLEMENTARY CASE/INCIDENT RECORD

ORGANIZATION (PARK) NAME ﬁﬁégﬁcmﬁm
Great Smoky Mountains National Park 7161215910
LOCATION OF INCIDENT DATE OF INCIDENT
MO DA YR
Andrews Bald Trail 1j0]0|81})71]6

NATURE OF INCIDENT
Missing Person - Trenny Gibson
COMPLAINANT'S NAME

COMPLAINANT'S ADDRESS

RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION

02/09/93: Inquiry fram State Police Troop A HQ Batavia, NY
Body found in their jurisdiction in decamposed condition, and
requesting information on Gibson Case. Dental records of Trenny
Gibson as of 1976 were provided for camparison.

SUBMITTED BY (SIGNATURE AND DATE) APPROVED BY (SIGNATURE AND DATE)




(Rev. 3731 U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 1 51
SUPPLEMENTARY CASE/INCIDENT RECORD _
CASE/INCIDEN
ORGANIZATION (PARK) NAME G umale"a' T
GAST) iARGEERE
LOCATION OF INCIDENT DATE OF INCIDENT
—_— MO DA YR
fHoppens BBHLo /AL [o[dsl7]e

NATURE OF INCIDENT

/! //S;f//'(/é J)E’RS o — J BENYy & 5o

COMPLAINANT'S NAME COMPLAINANT'S ADDRESS

RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION

//05/94 F?/:?Fv‘l/ TBuce DOEPT V7RG 1
ORZ! VRoRGoroo —

2o T THLS ?eco/%z) THEY SR

reo Boby (SK-‘ELE"D"’)
—Hre DEATFC FECOROS

}ot/ '/’é/é’/?ly@@,
P

TAPIREP

7//14/7’ pe

fae

APPROVED BY (SIGNATURE AND DATE)
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“\IESSAGE KEY QWA SEARCHES ALL NCIC PERSONS FILES WITHOUT LIMITATIONS.

MKE/MISSING PERSON INVOLUNTARY

ORI/TNDI001A0 NAM/GIBSON, TRENNY L SEX/F RAC/W POB/TN DOB/19600817
Herms EYE/BRO HA/BRO SKN/MED

SOC.
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Rev. (1/76) | "UTTT T NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

. - CASE INCIDENT RECORD 109

] OROANRATIQN CODE I.ORQAI‘NINNON lPAR'K) NAME 3. LﬂCATlQNmDE 4 CASE/\NCIDENT NO. 4
m 5,4,6,0 Great SnolqrMounw:laNaﬁoml park | 0,9 0,0 107 6,2 5,9.0] 'l
5. LOCATION OF INCIDENT Te- wnen 1Mo DAy | YA ) 24 nRs. | MiN,_|7. DAY ‘
Andrews Bald Trail - N ol 1100 g 7) 6] Time 113|5!0 WEBKl il
1 [l
8. OFFENSE['NCIDENT cOone 9. NATURE OF {NCIDENT "'I 10, HOW RER RTED :
1 !
7.0/0,110,0 Jost/migsing person , CB Radio .
7. REPORTED v . T72. ADORESS :a?«'o Jrove :
——— —- NElausiness ==
T4, RECEIVED BY ]7e wHEn RECEIVED: T :me GROAD | 11. WHEN INVESTIGATED ,
Sammy Lasl ™ 10/08/76 | |*%600 |oa1s10/08/76nme 1630
18. INVESTIQATED 8Y : T7e. GRFICER/RANGER NO, 20, WHEN CLEARED DISPOSITION
Phillips, West, Lail, et al ? 0,51 !} [orre TiME 21
2. " |NVOLVED PERSONS 23. | ADDRESS |2 emone 25 ] 26 ] 21120 DR
3 wer a [
1| Trenny Gibson e rville, Tennasses g | 2| 136
2 1 :
2 | :
t
4 i : _

———

-—2—;. DETAILS OF (NCIDENT .

Friday, October 8, 1976 at 1630 hours Park Technicien Samy Lail Jearned of a possitle lost

gi¥l off of the Clingpans Dame Parking Area/Andrews BaldiTrail. The girl is o Miss, Trenny

Gibeon of Knaxville, Tennessee. che was with a high achool group led by Mr. Wayns Dunlap
(I

hiking to Andrews Bald,

! Sammy Lail, wpon checking with the group's leader (Mr. Dunlap) concermin what had alreedy
been accomplished up to 1700 hours by 'the high school group informed Subedistrict Ranger
Gene Fhillips of the situation. Sammy 'Lail then proceeded to again search the Dome Parking
Ares and bacause of information givinito him proceeded out the Appalachain Trail towarda
Double Springs Shelter looking for Miass, Glbacm.

A call-up of National Park Service peraonmel was startad; Jackson Countyp, N.C. Rescue
Squad was mobilized and a crew was sent to Clingmans Domé Porking Area to assist the

Pack Service Crew in the lst night search. Westher at this tims was 8 winds and heavy
rain with ths temperature in the low 0's,

A1l possible trails leading fram the ipxne Parking Area wéro checked on the night ol Oct. 8
and . the morning of Oct. 9, 1976 by National Park Service! and Jackson Cointy Reacue Squad
Negative results. ' .

Therefore it was determined that a fu:l'.‘l. scale search mul'.d begin at 0700!1hms en 0ct.9,1976
Rescua ETE“ fyom both North Caroline and Teneases were ‘alerted to send|persornel to the

30. 3
32.
QUANTITY PROPERTY S5TQLEN OR ODAMAGED ESTIMATED VALU"E . ﬁECO.}IERED
- [, patE 34, VALUE
| ) d )
T B T | 1
! : I
PSR B N T I T B
! 1
Ll ‘ \ J L [
: . | ) i
18 PROPERTY CODE : 1 Lol [ | IS NDUHN PR N
OF HIGHEST VALUE m.,.i?_’ } l rarel| |' l'
b Qo0 00
mﬁb&;&:ﬁz—-—lﬁ#

INVESTIGATED BV [Sjanrature and Oato) i,

George R. West M;S—” /?('.

APPROYED BY (slmu{n and Date)
/%. 77{%{ te~%7¢ —
i
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AN i NATIONALPARK SERVILE 1 70

gl : CASE INCIDENT RECORD

3 LOCATION CODE 4 CASE/INCIDENT NO.

7 CRGANIZATION CODE 7 ORGANIZATION (PRAK) NAME

m G. L, 6 0 |Great Smoky Mountains Nationael Park | 09 0O 0 B & By QJE

5 LOCATION OF INCIDENT & whEN | MO | DAY YR. za | MRS, | MIN. |7 DAY
ol | HOUR ]
Andrews Bald Trail - occus:| 11 0] 0! 8] 7! 6| Tme | 113|510 weew| 6 |

0. HOW REPORTED

8. OFFENSEHNCIDENT CODE 9. NATURE OF INCIDENT
T T
F? ,0!'0,1}0,0 lost/miseing person CB Raddo
11 REPORTED BY 12. ADDRESS 13 {HOME
PHONE
- — —— BUSINESS
14 RECEIVED BY 1B, gHTEN RECEIVED: 16. TIME BRQAD-|17. WHEN INVESTIGATED
ATE CAST,
Sammy Lail 10/08/76 1600 |patel0/08/761me 1630
18, INVESTIGATED BY 19. OFFICER/RANGER NO. 20, Y¥HEN CLEARED DISPOSITION
sl 21
Phillipa, Weat, Lail, et al 0 15 11 :1 OATE TIME : |
28. DA
o INVOLVED PERSONS o ADDRESS TR FLY TR T g ml b
1427 Whitower Hoad ”
1| Trenny Gibson Knoxville, Tennessee . 2] 1116
2
3
4

29, DETAILS OF INCIDENT
Friday, October 8, 1976 at 1630 hours Park Technician Sammy Lail 1earned of a poasible lost
gl¥l off of the Clinghans Dome Parking Area/Andrewa Bald Trail., The girl is a Misa, Trenny

Cibson of Knoxville, Tennessee. She was with a high schaol group led by Mr., Wayne Dunlap
hiking to Andrews Bald.

Sammy Lail, upon checking with the group's leader (Mr. Dunlap) concerning what had already
been accomplished up to 1700 hours by the high school group informed Sub-district Ranger
Cene Phillips of the situatlon. Sammy Lail then proceeded to again sesrch the Dome Parking
Ares and because of information givim to him proceeded out the Appalachain Trail towards

Double Springs Shelter looking for Miss, Glbson,

A call-up of National Park Service personnel was started, Jackson County, N.C. Rescué
Squad was mobilized and a crew wasd sent to Clingnans Dome Parking Area to assiat the
Park Service Crew in the 1st night gearch, Weather at this time was strong windas and heavy

_rain with the temperature in the low 30's.

A1 possible trails leading from the Dome Parking Area were checked on the night of Qct. &
and . the morning of Oct. 9, 1976 by National Park Service and Jackson County Rescue Squad

Negative results.

Therefore it was determined that a full scale search would hegin at 0700 hours on Cet.9,1976

Rescue squads from both North Carolina and Tenessee were alerted to gsend personnel. to the

30 3%
32.
QUANTITY PROPERTY STOLEN OR DAMAGED ESTIMATED VALUE oo RECTSREE
. DATE 34, VALUE
| | ;
] I
] ) IS R AN (SRS [N | R (M PR
T | )
1 !
L i i i e Al5h afie i Pedy
: . |
i) | ' | . | 1 |. | | L
1
| | i
AT bRl O SR
T VALUE : 37 I :
TRTAL | TOTA
, ¢ |
INVESTIGATED BY (Sign e i L 100
gneture and Date) ”h/ APFROYED BY (Signatdre Dara)
I ig reana Darte
George R. West W}S‘ 7 /%7 7 7,.7,44' te ~Z 7






