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1. This report deals with the 1980 National

Delegate Conlerence of the Socialist Workers Party.

2. The 1980 Natienal Delegate Conference of :
- the Socialist Workers Party, the supreme body within

the organisation responsible for the formulation of
fature Party perspectives and the election of leading
committees, was held at The Africa Centre, 38 King
Street, London WC2 commencing at %am on Saturday 13th
December 1980 and continuing on a daily basis until
the husiness was conclided at Epm on Tuesday 16th
December 1980.

3. This report, together with the attached
cont »vence documents and publications, will sunmarise

_the topics debated, outline the resultant perspectives

for the coming year and give an insight into confidential
party statistics. It is necessary, however, at this

‘stage to explain the significance of the various

documents ﬁubmittgd, as followss-
Documents 1 to 10 Additional Information

Sheats conceming

confidential statistics

on party membership,
activities, and publications;

»

Document 11  Details of social events
‘ ’ arrvanged for Delegatesy

Documents 12 to b Resolutions on 'Ireland’
and the *National
Question' to be discussed
during the relevant
debates;

Documents 15 tb 16  Nomiration 1ist and
- Final Elected List of
the *Natiopal Commitiee';

Documents 17 4c 30 Drafting Commisaion
reports to asaist delegates
with voting on the 1anues
contained therein;

Document 31 " Copy of the National

Secretary's letter to
individual delegates.

* G/b L
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(33 In the interest of strict security Emaumantn 1 to
10, 15 to 16 and 17 to 30 were issued to individual
delegates only whilst the latter were within the confines
of the conference hall and taken from them before
leaving the room at the end of each session. All coples
of these papers weoe destroyed at the culmination
of the esvent, with the exception of a ‘master copy’

held by the Central Committee.)

Publication 1 Pre-Conference Internal
Bulletin Bao 1

Puﬁliaatimm 2 Pre-Con ference Internal
Bulletin ¥o: 2

Publimatian 3 Pre~Conference Internal
Bulletin No: 3

" Publication kL Confersnce Agenda and
Resolutions from Districta,
Branches and individuals.

ko The organisation, administration and finances

of the National Delegate Conference were dealt with st

length in Special Branch report dated 2.2.79 underx

reference 3.6/79/3 (1978 National Delegate Conference)

and there have been no significant changes in the procedures
adopted by the Party for this event other than the organising
personalities., The task was undertsken this year by Pete

CLABK {National Secretary/Central Cowmittee), |  Privacy |

(National Treasurer) and : Privacy (Assistant to the
Fational Soamtm} and these, together with Duncan HALLAS
(Central Committee), Roger COX (North West London District)
and | Privacy (Qypuaottgr at 'Socialist Worker'), formed
_the Conference lxxaagvuautn Committee responsidble for the
smooth running of Conference, compilation of the agenda

snd enforcement of ’thnaing Orders®.

S The agenda was drnvn up with a specific view to
completing the necessary. business within four days instead
of the normal five-day period, thus reducing the cost

and ensuring that delegatesin full-time employment did
not suffer unduly from lost wages, the only saendations
to the timetabls afi?innlly publinh«d on page 3 of the
Conference Bulletin blication %) being as follows:-

- Monday 15 December 1980

200 to 2.30 Gay Work
2. 30 to 3. 30 Anti~Race Work
3.30 to .30 Anti-Nazi League

_*"/’»”
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Tuesday 16 December 1980

9,30 to 10.00 Party Finance

10.00 to 11,30 Ireland

11,30 to 11,05 Trafting Commiseions
1148 to 1.00 Election of Leading

Bodies

In general, the times allocated to the various debates
tended to reflect the importance of the subject under
discussion with regard to -the Central Committee
perspectives for the coming year. '

6. Throughout the debates at Conference there were
few argumente over the major perspectives for {uture
Party activity which the Central Committee had previously
promulgated to the membership by way of the Pre-
Copference Bulletins (Publications 1 - 3), the resultant
resolutions being passed unanimously when put to the
vote. Thus, in view of the lack of emotive issues or
the existence of conflicting viewpoints, it is not
intended to report on each specific debate as the

basis for the perspectives presented by the speakers
‘may be found in the three Pre~Conference Bulletins

‘and the resultant policy formulated by Conference in
the Drafting Commission Reports (Documents 17 to 30).

7. Thcse items of Conference business which require
comment e the National Secretary's report, Party
Pinance and Electior of Leading Committees - all
these being considered by the Central Committee as

teo delicate for gemeral publication on the grounde
of security.

8. National Secretary's Bepor: (Saturday - 10.45 to 11.30)

This was introduced by Jim NICHOL (Central
Committee) who held the post of National Secretary
until October 1980 when he relinquished his position
as a paid full-time party worker tc become an tarticled

f:ltrk* with ! Privacy (3011&‘:11%03:‘), { Privacy |
i privacy ~ ‘London EC1. The position was subsequently
taken by Pete CLARK, who has undertaken a considerable
re-organisation of the party headquarters in an effori
to introduce some semblance of efficiency into the

organisation.

9. NICHOL opened his speech by referring the delegates
to the Additional Information Sheets concerning member-
ship statistica (Sheets 1, 2 and 3) and internal

pu i Sheets 5, 6, 7, 8 and 10),

. Qla;[ -
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then dealing with each specific item at length and
answering any pertinent quesi one from the [loor.
Throughout his talk he emphasised the fact that
during the preceding twelve months the Party member-
ship hed grown succesefully to a figure in exceas

of 4,500, due larrely to a well-timed intervention
when the working class was experiencing & considerable
downturn. It was his view that if the present effort
was paintained during the coming year, it would be
relatively eamy to bulld the membership to & number
in excesa of 5,000 in particular, creating a stronger
base in industry and the public service sectors
whilst improving the financial position of the Party
by increased suiascriptions.

10. - Control Commission Report (Sunday - 9.30 to 10.00)

The Control Commission consists of five
leading ‘'cadres' elected annually from Conference
with & responsibility for investigating breaches of
intergal security and misconduct (whether political
or otherwise) by individual party members and also
mediating in cases of grievances expres ed by the
aewbership against specific policy issuves.

11, g Privacy ' {South West London) presented the
annual Teport on the activities of the Conirol Commimsion
during the preceding period, although this amounted

to 1ittle more than a verbal account of the information
contained on Additional Information Sheet L. However,
during the course of the debate that followed it
became apparent that the Control Commission had not
sctually been conveped to discuss any cf the items
under examination, all the business being transacted
over the telephone. In wview of the fact that this wes
considered by Conference ‘to be & serious breach of
security, it wae resolved that some decision be taken
to snsure that the Commisaion met on a regular basis
in future. This was sgreed and placed on the business
for the debate concerning the 'Election of Leading
Bedies' when a nev Cosmission would be chosen,

12, Party Finance (Tuesday - 9.30 te 10.00)

" Thie item sn the agends was regarded by the
Central Committes as being of prime isportance due teo
the need at this particular time to maintain a strong
full~time staff of party workers and organisers, main-
tein the weekly publication of 'Socislist Worker' and
produce sufficlient propagands for industrial inter-
ventions. It wae no surprise therefors that Jim NICHOL
ppoke on the subject of fipance, as it was heé who

-

PGB BAS/ B0 (Y
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earlier last year upmt three months touring the diat:ciatu

and branches throughout the country 'persuading’ memhers

to increase existing bankers orders or alternatively pay

their subscriptions by that method. He impressed on
the delegates that the Party counld only just sanage to
pay its way by continually 'robbing Peter to pay Paul’

- and that a drastic increase in casb flowing into the
Party coffers was essential, In this respect, the Central
Committee had proposed a general 10% increase in the
rate of subscriptions throughout the organisation and
he requested that this be formally passed as a resolution
by Conference. After some debate on the subject, during
which NICHO. was asked by one -delegate whether the Party
would publish an annual account for the benefit of the
membership, the Conference acceded to the Central Committee
and passed the resolution by a substantial majority.

{It was interesting to note that NICHOL explained the

V abeence of sc.ounts by stating that the finances were

. . so much intertwined between various Party units, eg the

' ' © paper, industrial dapartmant ete, that it would be

impossible to produce any figures without employing an
army of aa&auntanta}.

13, Election of Leading Commitéees {mMuesday ~ 11.L5 to 1.00)

This session was divided into three paris, as
followsi-

i) Election of the Central Committee

Tony CLIFF, one of the founder members
of the Party, spoke for a short while ~
on the achievements of the Socialiet
Workers Party during the previous year
and directly related these successes
to tha;sadarahiy given by the outgoing
. ) ' ‘Central Committee., It was no surprise,
therefore, that he proposed the following
-persons as the Central Committee for
the coming yeari-

Yolands BYSTRAM = Industrial Department
Alex CALLINICOS Socialist Worker |

Pete CLARK National Secretary

Tony CLIFF  ‘Floating'

Jobn DEASON Tndustrial/Right to Work
Lindsey GEBﬁAﬂ‘ Women's Voice

ﬁuﬁqan HALLAS '‘Floating'

Chrie HARMAN . Socialist Review/Education

: Anti-Race Work
—  Ucpiooooosteas,




ii)
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Paul HOLBOROW Organiser for London
Phil MARFLEET Industrial Department
Jack ROBEﬂTwéﬁ Socialist Worker/Industrial
John ROSE Editor - 'Bocialist Workex’

This, in actual fact, amounted to the
re-gkotion of the previous Central Committee
with the addition of John ROSE, the Editor

of 'Boecialist Worker', which was felt
essential for ensuring that the decisions

and perspectives of the Central Commitise
were carried by the paper. There were no
glternative 'aslates' proposed by any of

the delegates present and so the above persons

- ware elected unanimously.

Flection of the National Committee

The selection of the LO party members to
serve on the National Commitiee ~ a body
inaugurated at the 1979 National Delegate
Conference with a mandate to meet on & bi-
monthly basis in an attempt to bridge the
gulf between the Central Committiee and

the grage-roote membership - was a complicated
process, Initially, during the first two
days of Conference, delegates were entitled
to nominate any party member as a candidate
for the National Committee, ©On the third
day, following the closure of nominations,
a. '‘Fominating Commigsion' of full-time
party workers would examine the list of

- gandidates and draw up a 'Preliminary

Liet', whieh was then published and distributed
amongat the delegates. After this, it
was the right of any delegate to raquest

‘an audience with the ‘Nomsinating Commiasion'

and argue his case for the inclusion or
exclusion of any particular sandidate.

Once these representations nad been completed
the 'Nominating Commission' produced a final
'Recommended List' (see Documents 15 and
16) for presentation to Conference during
the relevant debate. This was ths only

time during Conference when there appeared
to be a division of opinion over a resolviin
placed before the agiggggggl__gg_fnia cage
it was argued that | Privacy ifrom
Leeds should replace! Privacy i from -
Leeds, the grounds being that the laiter
had been relatively inactive during the

ﬂ/»»»

WP GEBYEAS/BUM (2
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balanced representation in respect of
'black work'. In the event, however, both
of these amendments were lost, the first
by 33 votes to 32 and the 'second by 36
votes to 27.

iii}; Election of the Contrel Commissions

In order to resolve the problem that had
arisen concerning the failure of the
previous Commission to meet on a regular -
basis, Duncan HALLAS proposed that the
incoming members meet at least once every
. twe wonthe and that iwo members of the

© Central Committee be seconded in order to
. . act as a catalyst. This resolution was
agreed by the delegates and the following
persons were then proposed as the 'Control
Commiegion® i~ ’

Privacy

and 2 Central Committee members to be decided.

; . This mn&lution was passed unanimously and
‘ . marked the end of the session dealing with
: : , the 'Election of Leading Bodies'.

1. In additicn to ‘this report, a photographic album
of persons present at the Conference is being provared
and will be submitted at a later date.

~ UCPI0000016148/7
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i

ecial Branch report concerning the 1980 National Delegate Conference of
 Socialist Workers Party

DELEGATES
Name Area represented Heferences

West Hertfordshire

Wolverhampton

Swansea

Glasgow .
Tundes

South London
..M. Fraction
Lecds

rdinburgh
Glasgow -

Waltham Forest - London
Cambridge

Privacy Carﬁiff

A.U.E.M. Fraction
N.A.T.F.H.E, Praction
C,B. 8.4, Fraction

Hammersmith and Kensington
- London

Edinbuxgh
N.£.L.G.0. Fraction
Wrexhan

North London

H.U.T. Fraction

Liverpool

UCPI0000016148/9



Privacy

Steve JEFFREYS

Privacy

_ Leicester and Loughborough

' Newcgstle

Sheffield
South West London

Reading
North East Manchestier

Portsmouth
South Bast London

Glasgow

South Manchester
South East London

ﬁloﬁgh

vest Middlesex
Liverpool
Central London

Birminghanm
Guildford

4. ULE.W, Fraction
Sputh London

Worwich

Tower Hamlets ~ London

Waltham Forest - London
Edinburgh

N.4.L.G.0, Fraction
Central London

Birminghan
Sheffield
Haringey and Enfield

Grayé

Liverpﬂal
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Sheffield
South West London

Reading
North East Manchestier

Portsmouth
South Bast London

Glasgow

South Manchester

South East London

ﬁloﬁgh
West Middlesex
' ‘ Liverpool

Central London
Privacy

Birminghanm
Guildford

4. ULE.W, Fraction
Sputh London

Worwich

Tower Hamlets ~ London

Waltham Forest - London
Edinburgh

N.4.L.G.0, Fraction
Central London

Birminghan
Sheffield

Steve JEFFREYS ‘ Haringey and Enfield

Grayé
_ Leicester and Loughborough

Privac :
4 Newcgstle

Liverpﬂal

UCPI0000016148/11



Privacy

irea represented

Nevham - London

Gloucester
Glasgow
E.E.T.P.U. Fraction

Horth East Lancashire

North West London

Horth London
B.E,7,P.U. Fraction
Lancaster

Leeds

Hackney - London

Hewecastle
Leeds

w®oTr oM ke :
. U7, Fraction

“ Nerth London

Brighton
Bradford
Bristol

Medway

3.U.T. Fraction

‘Rail Fraction

Haringey and Enfield

Hospital Workers Fraction
Hackney -~ London

Cenzral London
£,U,E.W, Fraction

Eaaf Midlands
South London

C.P.S5.4. Praction

References
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" Bristol
Hoapital Workers Fraction

Coventry
3m;thampton
Horth West London

North West London
Oxford )
| Privacy ‘ South West London

South Manchester
‘ Tork
‘ sheffield

Newham - London
Salford
Hackney - London .

Hull
Glyasgcvw

UCPI0000016148/13 .




 of the Socialist Workers Party..

GW COMMITTEE AND FULL-TIME ORCANISERS

Pete ALEXANDER Anti-Nazi League and Anti-
’ ' Pascist Organiser

. Yolanda BYSTRAM ‘ Géntral Committee

Mex UALLINICOE Central Commitiee

Pete CLARX Central Committes

*1’ any CLiFF . Central Committee
. J’o}m DEASON Central Committee
Lindsey CERMAN Central Committee

Full-Time Organiser for
Liverpool & Merreyside

Privacy )
Full-Time Grgem.uer for
Manchester
Thuncan HALLAS Central Committes
Chrie HARMAN Central Committee
._ Privacy - Full-Time Organiser for
; Lea Valley District - London
Paul HOLBOROW Central Committee
E Privacy E Pull-Time Organiser for
: Eant Lon&qn
Phil MARFLEET Central Committee
Privacy ( Pull-Time Organiser for
Birmingham :

Jim NICHOL A Central Committee -

i Privacy i

‘Full~Tima Qrganisér for
_South Wales :
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APPENDIX II (cont'd)

Privacy

Jack ROBERTSON

John ROSE

Privacy

Pull~-Tine Qrganiéar for
South London

Central Committee

Central Committee (new
election at this conference)

Full-Time Orgeniser

Full-Time Organiser for

Hewcastle & Tyneside

UCPI0000016148/15"



Photocopy error

Industrial
Industrial
‘Building Workers Fraction

“ . Socialist Workers Party
‘ ¥ational Office -
'S W Printers!'

) Journalist - 'Socialist
Privacy Worker® :

*Rebel' Organiser

i Xrigh Sub~-Committee

FBU Fraction
. Right to Vork Campaign
Paul FOOT o Journalist - Daily Mirror
Privacy E Racework
~ Pete GOODWIN International Organiser/
. 'Socialist Review®
E Privacy ‘Journalist & Writer

~ UCPI0000016148/1




Privacy

Industrial

Worker!

-2

induat:ml al

Anti-Kuclear Campaign

Journelist ~ 'Socialist

Industrial
Industrial

Industrial

Industrial
Industrial

Student Organiser

Rigi #ork Campaign

Manager - 'Socialist Worker!
Print shop @ 'East End Litho'

Womern

Racework

énntml Commisaion

Journalist - 'Socialist

‘Worker' .
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Privacy

“Women

Women

Design - 'Socialist Worker'

Industrial /Party Perspectives

Journalist - 'Socialist Worker'

Racework
Industrial/Party Perspectives

Party Perapectiwa ’

EETPU Fraction
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awes for 1

NAL INFORMATION SHEET No .

980

TTbtaiyﬂémbar oi Members

1972 2350

1973 | 2670

1974 3900

75 {no record)

e 976 2650

b 1977 1000 -
. 1978 4200
L 1979 3600
1980 4100

TR

Fanunl

White Collar
Unemployed
Students
Schoolstudents
Housewives
Others

taﬁai

have been calculated from the first 3768 registration slips rec-
ol ﬁyaaraﬂqﬁﬁﬁtiahnairﬁ' figures have been used in conjunction with these to
-ulate ‘total membership figures etc.
tease note that in previous years, the figures were based on the first 3400 reg slips
and direct comparisons cen only be made between the percentnges: Actuval “igures are
. given,however,for information.

Social Composition [ ased

on total figur~s)

1978 1979 1380
32 o% 33* " 3‘60%
32 K Bh 0% 32 4 0%
’? ,Q‘ii 9 vﬁ% 12 QOE';C'
19,08 0 12 5%
2.0% %o 2.7%
2 % 1.2% 0.7
6:0% %, b,5%
104 0% 98 4 100, 4%

Socizl Composition of members(from first 3768 registration slips;from first B0 in

i

t';’; )

{first 3400}

Manual 1122
White Collar . 1008
" . © Unsmployed - 281
Students 50k
Schoolstudents 168
H&uaawivés T8
Others 203
Total 300

1978 =aad 1979)

79
{ First3ho0)
114C
1166
336
31
112
b1
116
5&02

80

{(first 3768)

UCPI0000016148/22.



" ADDITION.L INFORM.TION SHEE

" Monual Lnion membership

wipE
USDAW
- DOCKS

BOILERMAKERS

EETPU

«)i‘iiiziy

NUM
 PRIN
AUBW

© POST OFFICE.

UCALT

o RATL
BUSES
NUSMWHED
NUFLLT
IsTC

‘l'parw

NUARY
FBU
STAT
BAKTRS
COHSE *
WUTKW
. OTHHERS

78

123
fgg

WO oo

=3

33

EYY I

3%

Hod

LM

30

A

L S 4

1

3

76"

NB 79 and 76 figures based on tlr%t 5%65
80 figures baaed on first 3768,

White Collar dpion Memberzhiﬁ

Civil Service

AT
NATFHE
AEEME
NUT
E18
T4H58
LPEX
KLGO
NUS

NUBE
IREF
Gthers

*ncludes
%R IREF in

Jnemployed
Students
NUBS
Housewives
Mon unlon

others

*In pra?iaﬂs YRETS tharc was 8 Health workerc
cat&gnry,this year they have been d.vided into unlons.

78 "9
423" 125
17 [
88 £
138 127
2ho 223
52 22
L7 59
34 2
a7 226
20 2%
17 %
6 9

IREF members
seperate cotegory

28 %36
594 4€9
168 119
76 5

203 150

UCPI0000016148/23-
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o

Shop Stewsrds

- Trades Council

Delegates
;,0théra

“Prade Unlon Positions Held

Tetal

w7
692

286

91

(Branch Cttees ete)

NB The figures for 1980 are besed on

36k

Manual
78 79

289 303

1%2 147

120 102

3768 reg slipsend the pre

White Collar
78 79 8o

box haf bLos

Sash 3L 159

271 262 272

18 YeRrs on

3400, Also plesse note that one person is able to hold more than one position ie
from different categories,

».__ggiﬁtraﬁon over the period. 10,10.80 to 5,12,80 (& weeks®

Total recruited

vnemployed
manual

‘twhite collar

no ¢f women

‘Women Membership

Total

percentage

186
77 b
Lz 23%
18 100
26 144
7 by
30 165
78 #9 80
915 865 829
29 .5 2.5 % 22,0 %
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 CONTROJ, COMMISSION REPORT

4
.o i

Surday 9,30 am.

ts Tn April 1980 the Control Copmission was asked to look at dhe circumstances
in which one full time pariy worker had resigmed and the employment ol snother
had becn temminated,
Tt was made clear that there was nc guestion of reinstatement and thet the
hiring and firing of full timers is entirely a matter for the Qentral Commitisc,
The Control Comiission concluded that while all pariies had acted 1n good
faith, the procedures for the employment of full timers could be improved
as follows
i there srould be clearly delined lineg of reepongibility foxr em
of full timers
ii.thére spould be greater pellitical clarity about the role os Tull tirers
i9% there should be z recogrised procedure in the evert of dispute noouk
termination of or major alteration in employment

Loyment

The Central Comrittee accepted these recom endations in principle,

24 LANCASTER -4 stuldent member bedly assaulited the Broad Left President of the
gtudent Union after the President had spoken against support for.the Right to
work march, A long argument took | . place in the Lancaster Branch whe then
asked the Control Commission to intervéne, The Commiscion decided teo

evelude the student involved from the Party until he lsaves Lancaster in June,
His resdmissicn to the Party will be discussed by the Control Comnlssion

with him in Jure and depends on his behsvicur &n theperiod until then.

3, There is a dispute over a member in South Vales which the Com dssion is still
inveatie ting. A similar situation exists in Clasgow,

4. The Republican Paction complained that a document was nok circulated in the
byench cnvelopes in contravention of the Constitution, rule 10b, The Hational
Secretary told the Control Commission-
1, 411 theilr material has been cirveulated in a'l 3 vre Conference Internal
tulletins —including the document the complaint is about which appeared in
tre 7nd TE sbout 12 davs after it was not pul in the mal ing. The Republica
Faetion's national meeting was advertised in the mailing for some 6 weeks and
the Tection Secretary's phone mmber included in the maillng,
“e Thers is in principle no objection to prief faction materisl ¢
cireulated in the envelopes but © L the deeclsion on whal goes
on pelitical priorities on a wesk to woek basis,

The Centrel Commission believes that there is no subsiance in the

Republican Faction's complaint,

ok

’ UCPI0000016148/25°
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% *3ZCNAL_INFORMATION SHEET

‘SGcialiat Review

s

" The current poid sale of Socislist Review is approximately 400, ¥t bresks down as
£ 1lows (paid sale on left Fend side , sumber distribited ci the rigkt hond side)

paid : Hatributed
SWr Branches 1630 2950
Bookmarks 200 200
Su Subscriptions L20 L5C (incldin- complimentary copies)
UK Bookshops 500 ‘ 750
Foreign Bulk 150 150
Office 00 {extremely variatle) 500
200 {for accidents)
Total Paid Sale 00 printorder 5000

In the last year Bookmarks, UK boolcshops and foreugn tulk sale have remained static

bs have ri-e~ from approx 300 to 420. SWP branch sales fror approx 1500 to 1830,
W¥:icc (demos etc) from approx 100 to 300. The price rise ln August had no signifi-~
cant eifect on sales, f ’

Finencially this should leave us just sbout breakirg even. Income from the above
sales is about £1575 and expenditure (including the wages of one fulltimer, about
£1560. However long delays in a lot of payments snd that the Yulk of the increase

in subscriptions was in the middle of the year =nd hne new ~lowed down, while we have
only just achieved the level of branch sales mean that we still have a shorkfall.

We need Lo put on another 30C or so  sales to be finsacially stable. Such 2 torget
is by no means unrealistic: the way in which some branches have suceeded in raising
their sales by over 50 per cent in the last six months shows that others could

follow their lead. 4 numbeyr of comrades heve been amazel to discover that they crn
easily sell § R to non members . Byt 2t the moment it is clear that very few comrades
are even trying to do this.(the overwhelming bulk of the branch sales are clearly

to members). 2o we have to say to our members that tley shomld not only be boying
Socialist Review but also selling itl

- L - 4 ‘ ~ UCPI0000016148/26



Additional Information sheet

Intenational Socialism Journal

Sales 8f IS Journal have remained stalle since the last conference, despite an ing-
reased price (to cover incremse in print costs)sinceissu: no 9.

Based on an average of nos 5,7,7, and O rsrles sre as follows

No Soln

Income at current prices d

. {excluding postal chary
SWP Branches - 550 e
: s v praw
i - Office - 230 She
pomestic .Subs s L e

Domestic Book~

R shopd 410 : 250
onmarkﬁs - 200 160
reign subs 160 18¢
" Foreign vulk 220 , : 165
270 ' , v
Back Coples - 160 ' Total 1855

In nddition
Domesti: complimentary coples (mainly Bookmarx Coop) £0
Foreign Coprlimentary copiaes 50

Costs ore currently {exc pip) for & print rin of 3000

Pripting and Binding . 1100
Typesetting 600
i scellancous(pgy for comps ete) 100

dz can be scen therefore that the journal is completely financially self supporting

cause of the attention given to the Bocialist Heview very Little effort has been

"able to be put into expanding the sales of the Jomrnal. Hopelully in the next year
it should once agsin be possible th do this, Given the reputetion that the Journal

' is developing we should be =ble to add fairly ensily to vhat is at the moment A Yery
sécure base,
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d5tional Informetion Sheet

Since last conference the following pamphlets and books have been produced:

December 1979
January 1980

April 1980
May 1980

" June 1980
July 1980

October 1980

Novenmber193C

In the pipeline

Defend Our Unions 8000 copdes
Workers Power not Nuclear Power 3500
Marxism and the collectivisation

_of agriculture, 500
" Russia:How the revolutiown was lost., 2000

Budapest 1956 500
Hever Apain',

The Hows and'Whys of Stopping Fascism 1700

Steel Workers Power ‘ 100C
Rossa Imxembourg 1700
Troops Out of Ireland 1700
Migsile Madness 3000

To the Bitter Climax of Death if
neccessary: The H Block hunger —trike

Sisters and Workers.

Labour Party
Import Controls: due in January
Permanent Revolution(Cliff)

Germzn Revolution 1919 ( Harman)
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Bon Pcst - Reutsrs, Lonaan*
Bounty ‘Hall Scuttler -~ Soutl Lendon®
~DHES . -Tyneside*

k“ﬁnchester Council Workerg®

. ‘Lea Valley Hospital Workers
Sheffield NALGO

Islington WALGO

Hackney Courcil Workers

Rank and File Bulleting: manusl workplaces and ani »o

Engineers Charter -Hull®
Engineers Charter - Bazt Londen®
Engineers Charter -~ North Westr Lordion
Engineers Charter -~ Medway¥
Platform - Manchester®
Platform -~ Glasgow®

Pice Up on the Baglt - Piccad

! and File Bylletins: Wnite collar workplaccs ond o3ions

1 evw

T . Yo - -
syhan, Batt Lonoon

" Rank and File Teacher -~ La
Rank and File Teacher - I
Nalgo Action - Islington®
Nalge Action - Livgrpaoi*

Nalge Action - Wandworth®

" Ralgo Action - South Yorks#®
Nalge 4ction - Camden®
Nalgo Action - TVnesmide¥®
Nalgo Action/NUPE Rark and File - Mancheoster®
Ralgo Action - Sdl‘<rd%

Nalgo Action - Hackney
Nalgo Action - K*Jgstcn
Redder Tape ~ Centra’ London
Redder Tave - Manchester
Redder Tape - Bast London
Redder Tape « South Lendon®
pital Worker - Leicesier¥
pital Worker - Edinburgh¥
Hogrital Worker - o effield .

Others

W ———

Lea Valiey Right Werk Campai
Merseyside | Work Came
Red Letter - Bradford Trodes °

1 {3 v

NUPE ) HAT HE
EETPU ASTHS
RuM : NUT

. ROJ LALGO
UCATT

e want your

London- B2
Ay

i

s: white ccllar workplaees and unions

Rarmk and File Conference buadletins produned afaiomal ~arferecnc.

IS.TC WA oo h S ';ﬁ'%‘"ﬁ FeFe PR Gy ot ool e oS Yo P SRS W Wi

. ?l]j.w IS e v s venn

' COHSE There are dozens more bulletins than we have listed
. OPSA which are never seen in the Industrial Dept. Pleass

SCPS send copiles as produced tc Ind. Dept., PO Box 82.

Heteen s naan ke wx UCPI0000016148/29



gbernationzl Lo

The following cr «rizati

International Socialists
Bnmialietik Ungdom

In perconel Cepacity

Privacy

Twe comrades

tny comrzde who wo
o gontmet tho

o

pleas

%

i

i
£
kS

Left Socialists V&

pom

nt are rsrresented sl confesrence

(Cannda)
{ Morwsay )

Privacy

5 e o
Lnternstl
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Conference Additional Information Sheet I0

Q4Bulletina marked #*, have been received on at leasit three

Socialist Worker Bulletins: manual workplaces

DRG -MHemel'Hempstead
Council Workers = Merseyside
qu&a - Merseyside*

.Glaxo = Merseyside¥®

Meccans - Merseyside

Airfix = Merseyside

Birds Eye View - Merseyside

gneys ~ East London
len and Hanburys - Bast London

Fordworker - Bast London
" Heinz ~'Nﬂrth West London
AP « Leamington
Investacast - Wezt London
‘Polygram~ East London .
Assembly Plant, Cowley - Oxdord#*
Kellogg's - Manchester®
" Vospera =Southampton®*
Stones - Scuth London¥
Shipbuilder - Tyneside®
Caterpillar -~ Tyneside#
.aes - Tork¥*
" University Workers - Lecds®*
Talbot = Linwood*
Froduction Worker - Luton
Leyland - Birmingham¥*
SBmith's - Ch~ltenham
A Crow's Nest - Hull®
Thorn-EMI - BEnfisld*
"Hasaey—Ferguson - Manchester
Industrial Bulletin - Harlow

Council Workers - Edinburgh

BT

L ate& below are those bulletins received by the Industrial Department over the
‘period January - November I980. - We know that there are many bulletins still not
semt in to us - so if yours isn't listed, please dorn't eomplain -~ send it in !

different cncaszions.

Tosasides

‘Real Steel News
Scunthorpe®
_South Yorks*

-

Murbers of individual SWP leafleis: for

May I4th, October I0th etc, have also

been regeived, They are not included as

all appear to ne geworal Toune— oM prow ‘
ductions, '
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SOCTAL SOCIAL SOCIAL SOCIAL SOCIAL SOCIAL -SOCIAL SOCTAL S0CIAL SOCIAL

T

TONIGET TONXGHT TONICGHT TONIGHT TONIGHT TOWIOHT TONIGHT TONIGHT TONIGHT

YT
SRR

Central Londen Poly in Bolsover Street W1 -nearest tube WARLEH

. From 7.30 onwards  DISCO AND BAR
Organised by Central London Dis¥rict
» B666666666666666660 666&6&%&66&6&» GEEG ABEBEGLGOEGE CHECLLLEAGERRL 6RAEEO6

Social Nuomber 2  Monday nignt
Socizlist Review Party for Delegates

Sever Dials Clib (Covent Garden Community Centre), Shelion Sireet

{(Turn left ocutside aAfrica Centre, then left egain and Sheltun Street
i@ about 100 vards up on left)

£,30 to 11,75, FOOD and DRINE for sele at a bit less than pul prices.

Entxy 50p.

UCPI0000016148/32
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Resolution 1 For Tuesday

IRALAND

1. Conference recognises that the hunger strike by the Reyublican prisoners
in the H Blocks of Long Kesh and in Armagh jail hos emphasised the central
importance of the struggle in Ireland to our work. In particulsr, it
highlights our respohsibility as revoluticmary socialists to build support
for the prisomers in this country. We rosolve to send » message of
solidarity =nd support from this conference to the hunger strikers.

2. Tnis support can only be built effectively if we have a perspeetive of
reising the issue inside our workplaces and at all levels within the Trade
Unions., 1In this respect we welcome the opportunity that Charter B0 hos
provided for us ir mobilising a broad base of suprort arcund the five demsnds
of the prisoners. We commit ourselves to continue to build Cherter RO as
campeign for humen rights for Irish political prisoners.

A

Beyond the immedirte issue of the hunger strike, whatever its outcoms, we
resolve to argue for our principled position of the immediate withdrawnl of
. British troops and self determimation for the Irish people as o whole. Ve
cen only raise these demends if our Irish work is rooted in the meinstream of
our political activity. Treland is not the property of = handful of
tspecislists', it is not a 'separnte' issue; it ig an integral part of owr
currert per@pective of roising generalised politics in specific campnigne.
For example, Ireland can be effectively raised within the CND movement
around the slogan -'No H Bombs, No H Blécks'; within the Right To Work
Campaign around the issue of army recruitment; within our work around
Poland on the besis of support for diseidents; within our cempaign osgainst
the Employment Act, linking the criminalisstion of workers in this country
with the erininalisstion of the political prisomers in the North of Ireland.

L. In terms of our United Front perspective the divisions in both the Communist
snd Labour Partiss on the Irish issue need to be exploited. The CP is split
down the middle between those who are prepared to support broad front
imitictives like Charter 80 and the Committee for Withdrawsl and theose who
take thelr line from Sinn Fein and the Workers Party and who oppose any
initirtive that is likely to focus attention on the National question.  The
official position of the Labour Party is for 2 continuation of the bi-partisan

. policy with the Tories, but there is a growing minority that are prepared
te support one or more of our campaigns. In our work with menbers of both
prrties we should seek teo exploit these divisions.

5. We recognise that our members need the political srguments to be =hle to

tak: up the Irish issue with confidence in their workplaces and unions.

We welcome the excellient wvoverage of Ireland in Socislist Worker in recent
months snd resolve to ensure that this coverage is continued beyond the
immediate issue of the hunger strike, We note with relief the belnted
appearance of the pamphlets on Troops Out and the Hungsr Strike. We
recognise the need for regular educationnl material for internal use in t*
Party, eg speakers' notes, and for s response to current treoretical
srguments in the I18J. We continue to operate inside the Troops Out
Movement and support its ini iatives without having any illusions in its
4bility to build = mess solidarity movement in this country. We also need
to tighten our own internsal orgznis ation by formelly sonstituting o
nationelly representative Irish Sub Committee that meets regulnrly
throughout the year. .

UCPI0000016148/33:




“Besolution 1-Sheet 2

"We vecognise the funﬂémantal weakness of the Irish revolutionary left and

the aifficulties that our fraternal organisation is faced with. We also

- recognise, recent developments notwithstanding, that the Republican

movement has different political treditions from those of revolutionary
socialists and we must continue to argue that ultimately it will be the
mobilisation of workers as 2 clase that will be responsible for the
successful conclusion to the anti-imperialist struggle. The struggle for
national liberation cannot - be. separated from the struggle against :
capitalism. = Despite the problems that exist ms z result of the sectarian
divisions within the Northern Irish working class, we must continue to
emphiagise the common interests of all workers and support any developments
that reflect this interest. In particular we recogmise that the deepening
of the economic crisis in Britain will bring protestant workers into conflict
with the British government and that this conflict may provide us with the
opportunity of arguing against the divisiveness of sectariamism. Any upturn
of . working class militancy in Britain will have the effect of .
minimising sectarisniem in the North of Ireland. We need to ensure thet the
Irish issue "is located within any such upburn.

If the deaths of the hunger strikers lead to a bombing campaign in this
country, it will make the task of building a solidarity movement here much
more difficult. Nevertheless, we will heve the responsibility of
explaining why those who have been the victims of oppression reect in such
desperste ways and why the ultimate respongitility for such violence lies
at the door of the British zuvernment.

The political situation in the South of Jrelond is volatile. The support
for the hunger strike has been considerably greater than the Republican
movement dared to hope for and the fact that they were a¥".e even to raise
the question of industrial action on the issue is o meas.ce of that support,
Cn the economic front the recession in the So b is even more severe than
in Britain and th- organised trade union movem - .5 under considerable
pressure as a esult of Hughey's policies. We welcome the initiacives
of our fraternal organisation, the SWM, that have attempted to link the
organisation within the unions in the South 2nd tne struggle in the North
along the lines of 'Teachers Against the H Blocks', 'Busworkers Apainst the
H Blocks'. We need to comtinue to offer practical support to enable our
hard preesed comrades in the SWM to carry out this pemspective.

Central Commiti

" Irish Sub Committee

UCPI0000016148/34.



B i gpsn1ution 1 Shest 2

We recognise the fundamental weakness of the Irish revolutionary left and

the difficulties that our fraternal organisation is faced with. We also
recognisc , recent developments notwithstanding, that the Republican

movement has different political traditions from those of revolutionary
secialists and we must continue to argue that ultimately it will be the
motilisation of workers zs = class that will be respomsible for the
successful conclusion to the anti-imperialist struggle. The struggle for
national liberation camnot be separated from the struggle against
capitalism. Despite the problems that exist as » result of the sectarien
divisions within the Northern Irish working class, we must continue to
epphagise the common interests of all workers and support any developments
that reflect this interest. 1In particular we recognise that the deepening
of .be economic crisis in Britain will bring protestant workers into conflict
with the British govermment and that this conflict may provide us with the
ovpportunity of arguing against the divisiveness of sectarinnism. ~ Any upturn
of - working class militancy in Britain will hev: the effect of

‘minimising sectarianism in the North of Ireland. We ~ced to ensure thot the

Irish issue is located within any such upturn.

1f the deaths of the hunger strikers lead to a bombing campeign in this
country, it will meke the task of building a solidarity movement here much
more difficult. Nevertheless, we will have the responsibility of
explaining why those who have been th- victims of oppression react in such
desperate ways and why the ultimute respomsibility “or such viol.nce lies
et the door of the British government.

The political situation in the South of Ireland is volotile.  The support
for the hunger strike has been copeiderably grester than. the Republicen
movement dared to hope for and the fact that they were sble even to raise
the guestion of”:nduatrigl action on the issie is a measure of that support,
On the economic  front the recession in the South is even more Scvere than
in Britain and the organised trade union movement is under considerab.e
pressure as 2 result of Hughey's policies, We welcome the initiatives
of our fraternal organisation, the SWM, that have attempted to link the
orgenisation within the unions in the South and the struggle in the North
along the lines of 'Teachers Against the H Blocks', 'Busworkers Apminst the
H Blocks'. We need to continue to offer practical support to enable our
hord pressed comrades in the SWH to corry out this perspective.

Centrs” Committee
Irish Sudb Committee -
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161 1~r@asiun of the prole+arian class struggle to throw off the
e, and in -accordance with its main fight, which ig the fight agsinst

- urgeais democracy and the unmasking of ite hypoerisy, the Communist

" Party should not place its main enphasis in the netional question on abstroct

and formal principles, but on an exact evaluation of the historic.nl and

eocnnmic miliev.' (Tenin: Theses on National Question for Second Congress of

Qominteﬁn).r V

We have to begin by making a clear distinction between two quite seporste
phenomena which are confused by 2ll varieties of reformism: the unity of a
particular state structure, and the unity in struggle of the different
sections of the working class that are exploited within that state structure.

As revolutmonary sa¢aalist5, our goal is to lead the working clazss to smash
the bourgeeis styte. We cannot, therefore, give any credence to any notions
to the effeet that the unmty of the state strucburé of the United Kingdom is
somehow something 'sacred’, something thet benefits working people. To do
80 would be-to fall inte the trep of supporiing, however indirectly and
however good our intentions, the predominant form of nationalist, =mti-
working class ldeclogy in Britein - that of British nationalism. For ue to
campaign in sny referendum or any election around the slognn of unity of the
British national state would therefore be absolutely wrorg. Under no
circumstances can we ba‘gpposad te devolution or sepnration of Scofl-nd or
Wales from the Pritish state. It is true thrat devolved or separstist
parlisments in Wales or Seotland would be bourgesis porlisments, hound hand
and foot to the multinationals. Thuy would not provide the wo;hmr; in these
countries with any greater comtpol over their cwun lives. They would be an
integral part of intermational imperialism. But this iz nc rozson for us,
as revolutionery Merxists, to see them zs s preaster evil then the united
Eritish, imperislist state which exisis at present.

We cannot regard separation of Scotland (or Wales) as the grester evil, ia
- the way thot reformists do, who identify with the present unitoé Gritish
state ds a mechanism for  ~gradually r...ng towards scci-lis

Hence we are not against dévolution -i+hin the British state. Nor do we

use the argument (used by many reformists) that we have  to accept devolution

reluctantly, hecause it is the only way to stop separation. For we arc
ageinst the complete splitting off of Scotland or Wales, To be sgainst

would be in favoyr of the present British nationdlizt set up as conparcd

the Scottish or Welsh nationalist altermative., That is why it would line
us up with sefsections of big business and the Tory party.

Does this mean that we argue for devolution or even separation?  Certeinly,
there are circumstances in which we would be in favour of such an © guem
argument. This is where the combined and uneven development of capitalism
has produced the oppression of one natien by another - whether the oppression
be poiitical, economic or cultural (eg the denial of the right to use one's
nztive tongue in school and 2t work).,
Under tlese clrocumstances, the demend for notional indepandénce - aﬁuonnmwﬁ
can arovse the fighting energles of the mest oppressed sections of the pOP=
ulation, imcluding the workers, aginst onef the expre%mbnu of capitalist r
rules,Revolutionary Socialists cannct stand aside from such » struggle Thus,
for instance, in the Besgue country and Cmt alonia, r@volnxxan:r sccirliets
have been ferced (often despit their own ‘ncline tionﬁ} to take part in the
struggle for nationnl rights.
But even in these circumstances, revol: “ien~ry socislists heve to ensrge in
the national struggle with greet cate, Ffor the nationnl demmnds sre often
containable within cepitolism ( even if it is reluctant to go to th . trouble
~of chonging its state form so as to contoin them)- ond then n-tion~list slog-
ane  that mobilised workers ageinst the system can become slogons thot tic
them to elements who are ‘integrated into the system. eg the nationalist fer-
ment in Slovskia in 1967 helped in the overthrow of Novotny; but the
! rmant halpa&‘the S}avak tp aonaolidute hxs'power in 69, Therefore forUCW”0000016148ﬂ36




utdonaries, demands for nationmal rights have alwzys to be subordinated to i

internationslist working c¢lass demands égFree Buskedii dimsolve the repre-sive
bodies; Longlive the Spanish working celss

4 .fhe situstion is further complicated in the cmse of Scotland and Wales by

the fact that these countries do not suffe r from elemnets of political ec~

onomic or culiurzl oppresekan(except in the cnse of the smailish Welsh

-speaking minority).The Scottish bourgoissie enbered into the unirn with the

English bourgoisie on a more or less voluntary basis ( it wented to co- exploit

the British Empire, and did so - incidentolly , it zlso co- exploited the

By ohlands with the clearances), Scotland is a backward economic region- but

less so for instance than the NE England which hes 2 lower per capita notionnl
" income. The vast majority of Scots speak English as thelr ndtive tongue end

a native of Enst Hem is more likely to be discriminated agrinst because of his

accent t han is a native of Edinburgh. In the "asg cgfntry or Catalonia it

was until recently, a heinoud crime to display tre/nSticnel emblems ; the Brit-

ish Bourgeoisie boast that meny of its regiments occupying ¥ Ireland fight u

under Scottish emblems, ‘ , ‘

A1l these points sum up a simple fact: Scotland was nbt a nation exploited

by British imperislism - it was the partner in crime of England in the

imperialist exploltation of the Bt itish empire. .

5. Scottish nationalism is not, then, 2 resction sgainst national oppression
rother it is something else ~ the reaction of n small section of the
Scottish bourgeoisie and a bigger section of the Scoitish petit~
bourgeoisie at the declining fortunes of British capitalism. They want to
use North Bea oil to cut themselves off from the sinking British economy.
The perspective of doing this enabled them to offer a reformist prospect
(even if =n illusory one) not based on class struggle (or for that matter
on any form of struggle), to o substantial section of Sceottish workers in
the late 1970s.

Within the working class movement, the nationalist ideclogy (and this npplies

in Wales =5 well o8 Scotland) hss not been an ideclogy that mobilises

workers against one form of their oppression: vrather it leads them into the

pursuit of this new reformism necessarily involves them cutting their links

with British workers, The reformist, class collaborationism of the

ideology sccounts for one d its key features - its passive character, its

basis in electoralism rather than mass activity in the factories or

localities ~ and also its preparedness to countenance the maintenance of the .
British monsrchy. -

There is no way in which some more radical version of nationalism than thet
of the B3NP could ledd away from the reformist conclusions. The demand for
more radical policies could not he seen as a demand for a more radical
struggle against (non-existent) notionsl oppression; inevitebly it would
be seen as o -& demana for more powers for the Scottish parlisment, for more
north sex oil for 'Scotland' =s opposecd *o.'England'. Any soci=list
verbiage would be buried beneath this nationalist reformism.

6., There are, of course, hypothetical situmtions im which this might change -
for instance, if a Westminster parlisment tried Yo coerce an SNP-led
Edinburgh nesembly, the coercien could create elements of mationzl »ppression

‘ and give rise to o mnss based struggle smgainst that oppression. But =t

8 present we are & million miles from such a situstion,

7. From the previcus points we have to draw two practical conclusions:
a) We do 1ot defend the unity of the United Kingdom in any way. Ta do so
is to line up with the predominant nationalist ldeclogy in Britain today.

. UCPIO000016148/37
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'{%Addgﬁional resolutions 2 sheet 3

What is mére, by doing so, we will never win 3cottish workera from Scottish
nationalism. All we will seem to counterpose to their nationzl reformiam
is the status quo, @s defended by Thatcher etc.

Our refusal to defend the status quo means that we sey that if the
.Beopttish pecple want to aeparate from Britain, they sre entitled to do so.
That does not mean we are in favour of separation (any more then the fact
that we are in favour of people's rights to get divorced means that we are
goxng to compel them all to do s6: that is their decision)

We say, in effect: The questien of pationalism threatens to poison
relations between English, Scottish 2nd Welsh workers. The Scottish and
Welsh are entit wd to decide whaot they want, We ourselves do not mind what
they choose.-

b) We do not spread ‘the illusion among Scottish and Welsh workers that the
devolution or separation of these countries would be any gain for them. We
. insist that an Edinburgh or Cardiff assembly will leave the workers in
exactly the same position as before. We oppose Labour movement bodies
taking part in a campaign thet cannot be of benefit to the class, and that cnn
only encourage Scottish workers to put their faith in collaboration with a
section of the local bourgeoisie rather then in unity with workers in
England {or anywhere else).

8.The stebacks suffered by the nationalists in the 1979 general clection do
not mean thzt we can forget about the national question. he swimg from Lavour
to Tories in Moy 1979 was 15,2 per cent in Great Britain ss 2 whole, but only
0,7 per cent in Scotland. Even thouph in , =t this reflected the temporary
collapse of the SNP inroads into urban wotking class reas, the voting
patterns show that Scotland behaves politically ‘v markedly different
afshion from England. The s cccessful campaign for a Welsh~ language TV
channel shows that the ngtiomnlists continue to enjoy considerable povular
suppor* in Weles, The nationalist advances in the late 19701 were made at t
the expense of amoribund Labour e erty. Similar circumstances-perh-ps a Foot
government - which fan%ed to deliver the goods~ might produce yet another

. natioralist revakzl. e need To be p'repamd for this possibility.

Tha posmtmon spelt out here is intonded to provide ithe basis on whico we

can approach the problems posed by the nationdlists, It marks us ofi

from the rets of the Labour Movement without aligning us with the unicnist
British nationalist camp. No doubt there will be quite comn?~x tactical judg-
ements to be made should there be a further nationelist . vel, comparable
to those invelved in the debates we had in 1977-78 over whether to vote !'Ves'
er tNotop to abstain in the devolution referendums in Scotlend and Wales.

“ur decisions will have to reflect the balance spelled ~ut here ~ opposition
to theBritish Tmperialist state, refusal to tail bourgecis notionslism,

- UCPI0000016148/38
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- TGWU

London NUPE"
- Glasgow AUEM W London AUEW
Privacy Glasgow ~ EIS Leeds NUPE
Flasgow COTGHY Privacy Manchester NUS
~ Bouthall ASTMS Leeds MATTEE
Paul ¥oot London WUJ Menchester AUEW
London NUJ Sheffield ISTC
London WU Roger Cox MW London AUEW
Norwich COHSE Coventry  TGWU
S London "CPSA Birmingham Shect-
Nev castle TASS metzl workers
Newcastle Boilermakers Privacy 8 London  NUT
Sheffield RUSS Iiverpool HALGO
Privacy Tdinburgh MNALGO Cardiff TEPTU
London CPSA 3 London  BEPTU
Manchester  unemployed Sceve Jeffriss  Tottenham NUJ
Slough NUT Gloucester MNALGO
Pontypridd NUJ Privacy London AUT
Basildon 73U Warrington NUPE
N London FBU
Sheffield NUFE.
London - AETHS
" Other Nominations
S Loxdon NATFHE 5 LOnden  NALTC
S London HUT § London  GMYU
Tottenham NUT S London  HALGO
Privacy Finsbury ParkNUS H London -
Glasgow EFPU E London -
Grays unemployed Combridge -
London MT ) Fackney SR
Colin Clark Londen TEG Privacy Leeds UCATT
3 Londen - FRU Leeds -
Harringey POED NW Lotrdon NU3SS
Kings Cross ASLEF Liverpo.l HalGO
Privacy Enficld NATFHT Edinburgh EVPTU
Tottenhoan ASLEF Liverpool FBU
Monohester  ABTMS Leamington AUT
London MUT
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© NOMINATINC COMMISSION FTNAL R PORT  pecommended 1ist

Glaspow TOWVY
Clasgow AUEW
Glaspow FIS
glasgow TGEWY
Southall ASTHS
London MNUJ
London HUJ
London NUT
Norwich " COHSE
Newcastle Boilermakers
Sheffield HUSS
Privacy Edinbureh NALCO
London CP3A
Manchester unemnloyec
Slough . NUT
Pontypridd MUJ
Basildon FRU
London ASTHS
London NUPE
MY London AUEH
Leeds HUPL
Manchester NUS
Leeds NATTHE
Manchester AULY
Roger Cox MY London ALUTY
Coventiry TEHU
Birmingham Sheetmetal workers
. S London NUT
Privacy Liverpool MALGO
Cerdiff ERTPU
SW London TETPU
Steve Jefferys Tottenham WNUJ
: Gloucester HALGO
’ . London ALY
’ Warrington NUPE
Privacy Sheffield ISTC
S London CPSA
Sheffield NALCO
N London NATFHE
Edinburgh CETPU
1 leeds UCATT
2 M London ASLYT
3 5 London CPSA
u Privacy SheTfield 18TC
5 Bristol NUPE
6 8¢ London Heiiarih
7 Haringeyv pory

'UCPI0000016148/40.
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 ___ OTHER NOMINATIONS

$ London ~ HAATFHE
" . NYT :
) ) Tottenham NUT.
Privacy Finsbury Park KUS
Glassow - EEPTU . L
Grays unemnployed
fondon XEE. NUT
Colin Clark London TG
Lendon By
London Aslef
Manchester ASTMS
London NUT
Lordon NALGD
5 London HALCO : .
Lordon
Privacy : mnég?
Cambridpe
London AUELW
Leds. -
London NUSS
Liverpoeol NALGO
hilxe?paol " FRU
eamington AUT )
Portsmouth /. ATFHE
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DRAFTING COMMISSIOR io. 1

United Front Work

With continuing difficulties being faced by the working class in industricl
struggles there has already begun and is likely to continue an electoral
and political drift of opinion. Individual militanis ore likely to be
drawn toward the Labour Party not by its attractions but by the difficulties
faced in takding direct industrial action against cuts, redunu.ncies and
incressingly on wages.

The changes in the Labour Party leadership with election of Michael Foot
and the comstitutional changes passed at the Conference are likely to assist
this mood. The initiative of November 29th and the proposal for further
unemployment demonstrations and active campsigning against Thatcher make
our respemse critical. At the.level of idens the pull of the Labour left
is likely to increase massively, while they remain remarkably we-k o6

. an organised cadre.

Our response tc reformist initistive s must be to work in and alongside
the reformists in order to grow with them. In order to do this we must
overcome the reluctahce of some of our comrades to involve themselves in
initiztives not made by the SWP indtizlly. Two dangers will arise from
our work in this ares, the problem of sects rianism and thet ¢f hiding our
politics, clearly identifying the argument for building & oyolubtionary
party.

Aetivity alone is not sufficient. It must be backed by polifierl
arguments informed by consistent education of cur members,

Combined with this we should trv o drnw in the widest numbers in o frnterndd
and construetive manner,

Approzches need to be mace to LP organisations, Inclwding the LPYS at botlh
national and local levels. These approaches should take place st both
a2 formal level and.the informal level of personal contects. With tris

. epproach we can identify weaknesses in the reformists organisction nnd
politics, over Ireland and H Block in particular and strengthen inmiti~tives
of common interest eg Gardners. :

The United Front will apply to 811 arezs of our work in cur trade union
work and rank and file groups, in local ond notional outs campaigns nnd the
CHND and ANL. United Front work is both an snswer to the problems of
weaknese the whole movement faces and nn essential compgnent in bailding

= strong revolutionary psrty.

Privacy
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;gn aa& gluﬂpd work. :
¢ dominant fe cture of Every rspoc* of industrizl work at the

The ’Ezght to work camprign is now loceted firuly.inside the movement.Its .
ibﬁfm y ie -high ang At can grav1ﬂa the best au%#xng ebge far aprreaches to
labour party
e merches ageinst un&mplavment planmed by the -lebour party over the ‘coming

hs give us a.chance for joint action with the ‘labour party and their
‘periphery,to work alcngsz&a them and to argue ovr rolitics (against import-
contr La,gohs not bombs et Cal : :

Zggy w%gﬁ aroapﬁ %ha unemploV9d‘
< consistent SW seles on doles. ‘ S
- Consistent dole bulletins to incorpor.te all uapecta aof our rolitical werk;.
kﬂhNL Chﬁ,army recruitment,solida srity work,anti Tery stunts etc.
Our sxperience shows us that 1+ i pomhlbla %o nave @ nominal charpe for these
bulletios. - .
© - We ghould anOlV& contucts made at the uale with 1Mbour rarty support. ra,’(inﬁ
sovialists etc in anti~Tory work,pickets of Jory Wlnlmu@r~, council binogets )
occupations of job centrer etc, . ) -
we should have a ‘right %o work' presce se at CND-&nd all meetings,we should
© approach local bnﬁ%hnc gr0u1$ for jeint activity around sy r%cruiﬁm&niJl
offices,nuclear plants ete
= We should involve umntwcta mede at *%e dole with solidarity work for both local
apd national disputes arguing the need to link the strugsles of emfloyaﬂ and

trt,To work® bulletins etcs
- we should givé unsectrarian s uppart Vor TUC/trade council unemployed centres,
. “using them as & reans fo make a right o work intervention, by arguing the need
- for activity as a meens of linking the struggles of employed anc unemyloyed
. workers.we must be careful not to 18t work sround these centres become &
substitute for activity and Qﬁnﬁlutﬁﬁﬁ work urounﬁ the dole, lfuflet ing f%otmrmec
- uudar threat of closure etc. :
- « all ?POwPuCt)Vﬂ' marchers should be ‘encouraged o be involvel in our activites
: befbre ans after marches. -
Workplace intervention
- Reguler 71u1%1ng T of R ﬂarkpl ae aendacts with solidsrity work.mndinviies to
local Bt to #ork -meetings.vhen plann*ag %W meetings efforts shoul be made to
. involve women Jréde unionists who w&P sort the right to work campaign,by publicly
' ranging babvﬁlttwrﬁqhsVIWﬁ women mpeckers etc.
Link the 2™%C in struggles Qver local reaund.ncxea with ‘gate mestings,leallets
and. meetlnza. )
‘ ~,:‘ we should involve student ﬂiﬁna inhlacal aCthltl“ﬁ andand gt RIW speakers
;to student weetings,vhere poﬁalble BUsshoul” orgenise fund raising benidfits far
_ the &[4C. )
N Over the next year the right - *o‘waﬂk amp&ign will be taking up the issue
© . of meking the WOC reapanazble for organising the un&mvlﬂg ed .-
" 40 A.orgenise & union for the unomployed. : ‘
2.have dugl meubership »f the uncmployed vorkeps wiion snd  the union to
which the worker belonged sefore losing lLis/her job.
© %.that unemployéd work: ~s should heve representution on EC bodies.
Chgthtt the TUC shonld sponsor the JLUWC. :
These demands shoula be aroue & for in every comradss workplace,and we must
campaign amongst our TV supporters Lo ce the same.

unemployed workers;by visiting R contects,having fﬂcfory gote bucket collections,

N
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&tian.at a\l lntayVQntzonw fh»r >houl@ he s Sﬁl@& 3% lesflets,

tn. .

“ ;R‘."Y IJ%)WY)”}) b‘u»RCZ».;; :%tﬁxfﬂ f‘t xsmumu&u :3‘3&&5}3&“ ”ﬂCn

‘Tt is to be welcamed that the labour . perty is orzenising activities {dcmmn,
marches) over umemploymentii cives us the chance for joint activity with
x~unﬁmp&oyaﬂ and employaﬁ warkerq in the labour party werivhery.

T Twe should pnaure by ebnslﬁtent - 4ole work that we have o larg pruseence

on the marches. ‘ A
+2 In every. town along the routes Qf the marches,comrudms showld make approaches

- to labour p&rtv/hommunls?“mirtw/L?Y end all %W contacts to plen reccotions,
»meotingﬁ,glga ecomodation ete for marchers.®e muet be scen to b. the most suriaus;
- Tighters in the planning. and’ owg&nms&tmﬂn of the marches :
e should be unseétirian in ows asproach,an. at th@ same tlmn haVv & vlear Sv*
prescence jBWF m“nners,yapwr sdles eto,

(ur intervéntion in ‘hese! marches is as imymrtant as our work around *~mv10 18
'Rt o work! marchesand & chunce to put,dur ideas zbout 'uniiy in action’ inteo
pructioa. ‘ o

RO crwanxﬁatxﬂn. \ o : :
. Evvry branch Ehoul” ensure that there is a a local 'right o vork camp. ign!
sectrary,who cin Lonverne, 45 necesary open orgafiging moetings around activitim@,
‘and who is rosponsible for ceordineting rosular mailings,visits of RM  contacts
“@ole work cte,
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Cqmmiasion 3

{;Fbr Yuclear Disarmament

CND me emerged as the only real natiomal body for coordisating the movemen¥, It is run

- mationally, basically, by pretyy soft Eurocommuniste. The dicedvantages of thii is that

- they have no real idea how to run a mess movement; indeed they seem gfiite incapable

' of realising that they must give the hundreds of thousands who support the campaign pass
passively something to do if we are to win. And of course the CND leadership refuses to
-see the conne tion between the bomb and hospital closures, the bomb and theRight to

Work, the bomh, nationalism =and the Nazis and so on.

Yet at the same fime CHND has two great stiengths. The first is ite present refusal
to be tied to the Labour Party's coat-tzZils, its commitment to build an independent
campaign. The second is the extreme openness of CND to fresh ideas and answers.

. 'Even at its November annual conference, where the negligence of its leadership -
ledto a scandaléus underrepresentation of the thousands who have recently been . .-
flooding intc the carpaign, the dozén or so SWP comrades who were there managed to

_make a big impact: our speeches were applauded, we sold a reasonable amount of
" literature and so on. ‘

. recent issues of the IB we have stressed how important the struggle ageinst the
missiles ic, how when we were the Internatiemal . Socialists in the early 1960s
we were built out of the CND, md how uniquely our politics fit the question.
However, several new features have emerged which strengthen the argument
significantly. First of all the local committees (mainly CND but also END, ANC,
local town against the missiles) are incomparably stronger than in the early

; 19608, with well attended meetings, film showings, pickets, leafletting etc.

Secondly CND has a dintinctly wider-appeal now. Recent public opinion surveys
have been registering 40%-plus support for its aims, an impression that accords
well with the experience of many local committees. '

Finally there is the crisis -itself. In the 1960s the fear of the bomb was mainly
technical - the dangers of accidental war and so on. Today it is different.

The aisis has sharply posed the altermmtives in the form of missiles and thereforc
not hospitals, bombs and therefore not jobs. It is important to remember that

To such link existed in the 1650s; then we had declining sums spent on bombs
amidst rising sums onwlfare. - Now that is no logger the cese. The bomb is
immediately and directly cemnected with the preoccupations of ordinary working
‘as& people ~ unemplcyment, low wages, bad schools, hospital closures etc,

This means thnt the potential for a really massive cempaign is very considerable.

But it will mean taking up a campaign around demands such as 'Jobs not Bembs',
'Hospitals yes! Trident nol' and &c on. = How éxactly can this be done?

Within each of the local groups our comrades have three distinctive tasks:

1. Regularly and openly sclling SW and other literature.

2. Arguing for an orientation toward mass involvement - local demonstrations, mass
leafletting and so on. .

3, Arguing for the campaign to orient itself above all to the youth and to the
working class. .

The latter needs spelling ocut in greater detail. Nothing would be easier than to ~
raise the question of the working class in the abstract in these circurstances,

And the danger here would be an end result which producsd a purcly .formal link

. with-a few TU buresucrats, a 1link which once established ¢ould be used agdinst
alternative links with the rank and fle. ’
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. Drefting Commission No > Sheet 2

The links that we need to meke should be first of all concrete annd rark and file

in character, behind which we should only then attempt to drag the officisl union

machinery. This.c¢zn be done in several ways.

1. We should immed*ately and on our own inithtive launch campeigns ageinst the bomb
via our existing rank and file contacts. ' We should initiate eg Hospital Workers
Ageinst the Bomb, Engineers Against the Bomb, Teachers Against the Bomb and so
on. As in the ANL groupe it could be an excellent way of extending our R&F
periphery, Thisshould not be Been as a chore to earn us credibility in CND,
but rather as a new and fruitful way of building thé party and our periphery.

2. Local nght to Work committees should immediately begin agitating areund the
tJobs not Bombs! issue, - They should, eg, picket the local army recruiting
office, appealing to the local CND to make this a joint venture. In short wve
should be doing the - .kwork both inside and outside CND. OQutside to create &
age-uine rank and file focus for anti-bomb activity to drow people toward, inside

o involve the best elements there in these activities, This should be backed
up by national activities of the RTWC - leaflets, statements, contingents on .
CND marches, making sure that there is an anti-bomb content on RTYW marches (we
shoula march not just via factories but also via secret bunkers, army
recruitment offices, .air bases and so on).

3. In 2ddition to the RTWC, both the ANL and esrccially the NUSS have an importarnt
role to play too. Alremdy 200 schools have been involved in Schools Against
the Bomb. The NUSS has a crucizl task in spr-ading this further with national
leaflets ete. This is . something that 211 comrades whatever their age can
be invalved in: Z0-year-olds can lesflet » school just as well as schoolkids
themselves., Within the youth we should attempt to win people to our prlitics
generally through Rebel, NUSS, the Right To Work Campsign.

L, A number of important initiatives have alre=dy emerged. One of these is the
Manchester Against tae Missiles Labour Movement Conference ageinst the Misciles
on March 28th. . Another ic the Janusry STUC Special Conference against the
Missiles; and the Scottish CND Baster march to the US missile base at Holy
Loch. We must play an important part in bullding fo. all of tuoese through
factory bulletins and the varidus 'teachers against the bomb' ete grov s working
consistently around the theme of 'Jobs not bombs' and so on. This ac.ivity :
would put s in a good position to push for a TUC-led natiornal demonstration
agoinet the mibkiles along the same kind ¢f lines as the nbortion demonstration .
iast year.

In a number of areas the work agrinst the bomb s being carried out not by CND
branches but by other bodies such as the ANC. This has led . a number of
comrades to suggest thaet the nuclear power question should be given equal attention
to the bomb. This is o mistake. Of course we must show the connection in our
propaganda between the tpeadeful' and the warlike nuclear industry. And also
where the local committee thet is doing th- work on the bomb is the .. . ANC we
must support this. and avoid nroliferating by creating any new body. But wherc

CND committees exist these must be our priocrity. Whers they do not exist alrecdy
our comrades must build them.

If we follow this approach we stand a reassonable chance of helping to  btuild a
bigger mass movement than anything seen since the war, of orlentating it firmly
toward the working class, and of winming significant numbers to the SWP,

T¢ bach this up we wili also need the following: a regulsr page of coverage in S5¥
and at least one mejor feature in each Socialict Review: dny/weekend schools in
every region, a eheap, short 'Jobs not bombs' pamphlet and regular meetings -
branch discussions and public.
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smm we have alrmdy initiated aativ:.ty through eg the RMWC, it might be worth

]kﬁom the guestion, but we "may well find that a combination of SWP day school plus big
y_'jbiutly organiaed public maatings are better than SWP public meetings.

= Let ug be guite elear sbout what we are prapﬁsmng We are saying that our
¢ existing’ actﬁvities ~ &1l of then - must be given an anti-bomb component; doing .

- could strengthen our penetration in all these areas. It will also strengthen and
' deepen- CND.  But more importantly it could provide an essential bridge from mare
_ oppoaitiun 4o the bomb to involvement in rank and file working class activity and
. &rom there to the SWP itself.

This is why making the fight against the:bomb a major priority will not and must not
detract from our other activities. On the contrary it must be central to all of

¥

Finally this issue is perhaps the best there is for united front activity with the
Labour Party at the present time. But this will require in additlon a much higher
politieal profile than at the present time. This will involve much harder
volitics eround the slogan 'Neither Washington nor Moscow but International
Spcialism',. As a recognition of our prioritisation of the anti-bomb campaign

the lago'of'sw shovld be changed back to *Neither Washington nor Moscow but
international socialism'., Tc coordinate all this work we neéd to create =
rational pnti-missiles committee immediately after the conference.

Privacy

proposifig joi. t- CND/RIW-meetings on ‘Jobs not Bombs' and so on. We must be flexible
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ion

“The dﬁwntumm aanﬁxﬂuea and over the last twelve months has accelerated
© The number of strikes and the number of workers involwed in strikes is

the lowest "gince the f&rtiaa. The. vast majority of disputes are defw-.

'fenaxva The xigh%warﬁ lureh of the bure&uemacy cantznuéa, while the
nemyloywrs ‘combativity is increasing, On the wages fromi settlements are

at best . at the level of inflation, more aammonly below TheFiremens
séttlament in real terms is pnly’lﬁ'% and the miners below 10%. More

and move, both from the Covernment's 'flexible rorm zm@x of 6% in the

publ;c sector, and the azngi& Tigure mffara in the. yprivate sector the
@nployera are. aﬁuptiﬂg*a take it or leave it approach to the wage bare
gaining. Particulsr powerful groups can still break through but the
general platnre is' of Edwardew style management. Hass unemplayment does

now intimidate many warkar& fxmm fightxng‘

There has not howﬁv&r been any &ecm&ive defeat of any significant sec
tion of the class, a militant minority exists in every workplace., The
ability and conlidence of thet mzvarity to win amajority is coloured
by the overall effect of the downturn, &xac%mﬁaﬁad by the rustiness
and Bureaucratisation of - wmrkplaae organisation, Because of these fac
tors even where thexazm% significant victoriss as in the docks and
Gar&nwra generalxa&tlmn from guch vietories is wminimal,

Strike 1n*e*v@mtlwn «

Strikes are - aommanly ﬁaf&nﬁmv@ lamg, bitter and offmalal “But despite
officisl '?naopnltxon’ &lgmentary golidarity is ravely forthecoming
through official channels. alone. Thxa means that almost every strike
welcomes 'outside! &am&aﬁanae . ALl our membérs must become involved
in strike bolidarity work. uch work _is not the preserve of 'industrial
experts' within our own ranks » aalleetlng money for-a local sirike

can be dops by us all = workers: students, women and’ men,  Local -branches
intervening dvound a particular dispute must be sensitive to the par
ticulay isoue 3nvw1v9d, but at the same time should never hide our

" identity as SWP menbers,flemeritary solidarity is the prerequxslt@ for

our vight to areue onxy poldiics’ and the strategy necceasary to win
the especific dispute; Collecting money for strikes is not only wital
“for the strikers bul an essentizi lesson of selidaxity for those
wiving and Qﬂll@ﬂ%lﬂ% MOnEY, a

Pighting fedundancies -
With jobs teing- Tost at the mm*n af 3, OQO a aﬂy re&ug&anamﬂs and elogu-

reg -are not being met with ﬁl@ﬂwflaant repistance, he magnlilcent
Gerdnera viectory is an exception, the kind of mxoﬁpfian that wa must
fight to spread, but nong i%@ lese the axnept;cn.

Phe = 3vman% ﬁmx prmfitabil1%y {in the prwvat@ gavtmrg and the
rdabilivy m'ﬂ} m cash limits {in the pkli~ seet  3r) saps the
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ﬁra~}cﬁ+ ¥ xeng u«ﬁu stru»gl%a
(3

wimliww action.In -
and theam aall&di ’

ve tm cambin¢ éﬁ&d;led auggeatlan@ abﬁvt haw to.win di%putas Lzaa and
ctional - meet;nga, bullw%mns; decupations, eal}»mtlng monay, blacking, picketing
ete), Wwith clear waclwlla% %wgumﬂﬁts aﬁalns* ‘import controls and cther profitdb-
~AEl ity arguments. ‘

CWhile flghtzng na imr 5 3ay wark for 5 &ays p&y, with e govermnmert paving if
tig :mdm'mclual am:laycr atmna“t- we must always take (he auperfummy to present .

our casc¢ against t e chaos of Q&ylt&ll&m and the nglC of socialist planning
‘und@r workers aant“ﬂl, : . S .

-

In these aifcmmétanc&svtﬁu task for our members is the bullding of sirong rank
- znd file organisations at all levels slong with t2 guidelines laid out in ik
“drafting commission on. xnduatrzal marﬂpectzvpg at last vesrs conference, which
coOvers aaaauntabllxﬁy of & shop stewards, opposition to ballots ~tc. “n order io
- do this our members must: I ‘
1. Fight-to become a shop steward {or its eguivalent
INBIDE thne worknlacs, o :
. 2,hrpue for solidarity with other strikers by collections, blacking
attending every wesk inside the workplece,
3.Wherever possihle regular production of 8W bulletins whichl deal an
or ide with. the faatary and on tre other with goneral wpelitical
,..M;ﬁ"lﬁ‘my. :
4. Bgitate far rnnk and z;le ﬁ@}f ac+1v¢t
5. "ight to raise pﬂ;&tlﬁa in toe wmxkpl&ae i”Om o]
right to’ abortion, Poland eto to the political i 1
rank and file opgenisations, .
6. Relate workplace agitation to v&mn’lgming'in the tra e union machine, g
“Our nembers withis every w&xkpi&au must receive full suﬁpart‘frvu tae local
géographical branch and district. dvery branch and distriet must recognise that
'1nduatr1al Work 13 our- priorz%y mhwth@r working from.the inside or tie cutsid@.

A
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tion 1o racism

yole} si
ications of aemocr ﬁlc

,\Th@ anti’ ?Gry hltteﬂn@ & TE lecmed in the pol ltlcﬁl uptura 01 support for LP
'“‘&nitxat;vaa like the FXov 291ih blVérpoal d@m&nx?r&tlon ard the forthooming

- lasgow 2lst demo stugeests the possibility of volatile militncy imé the Leyland
riots). Large scale nghtback will ‘greatly increase with any
‘economic crisis whic hyowill increas »??rgncm to fignt.

the ec

However it iz not for us to wait for such ar upturr but 1o be the hurdest
flghturﬂ ir the here and now for imm cdiate action . The Gardners viectery

: is not automatiecally’ g anperalifed and spraad, *tois up to us to fiche fo such
‘generalisation of the struggle whilst at trné same time facing uy to t & real
reality of the presenf relation of class forces, »

Privacy : :
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: mﬂﬁmxﬁsinr No 5

————

The Lebour cuts were mainly in arcas of capital spending - removing small
hospitals, schools, pubseries ans so on. ‘Tory cuts go fsr deeper, ondaim
_principally to remove jobs and &th them whole services. The intensity of these
cuts gives them a far more openly politicel dimension, which is heightened by

the employ:rs' nzed to severely wecken union organisttion in order to force their
pleas through, :

The trade urion buresucvacies have to all intents and purposes given up the fight.
For exampic the civil service trade unions and Nalgo -have abandoned muck of their
previous programmes of action. There is a long list of deféats, and
demoralisatinn in mony arcas.

But the bitterness at renk and file level is immense, and reflects itself in

@ nunbers of small, isolated fights, within which successes may be chilked up,

’ E Privacy

brond yropaganda gains made and the rank and file groups developed.

that we face Tory cuts gives much scops for Labour opposition. The
Loupeil verbal opposition to Council house sales but actusl perticipstion
them i. a prime example.

g

Woorandl to seek a united front with all those bodies apparently moving to Dight
thooevte, but we must approach 811 such moves sensitively, maintaining our own
independant rank ~nd file and SWP hese.

> wited front work can often be operated in the local cuts campaigns, which

fully participate in. They offer a first class opporiucity for most
icoarg in the locality to dintervene.

Where we have members on the ‘inside', we need o detailoed programme of action,
which avoids meaningless rhetoric, but includes For exompleo:

Banning of overtime ’ :

No redeploymert or flexibility

Ko cover for unfilled vacancies, substitution or 'standing in’

No co-operatiagwith job eveluation, or work study

No co-operation with new technology where it affects jobs or conditions
Industrial action - from token stoppnges to zllout strikes »nd cscupations.

But rank ond file groups should organise around 2 similar programme. But we
need to break down the barriers between 'inside! and ‘outside', and the local
campaigns in particular muke this possible, by offering an open door to effectivs
intervention by our comrades from the 'ovtside'! - as parents, schoolkids in
education, as copsumers of other public service -, tensznts, local residents,
members of black organisatious, pensioners etc,

The cuts are highly political. We should go onto the offensive with the socianlist
argument, the question of the bomb, of socinlist pleuning, and zeneralise the
struggle Lo that of the private sector snd the whole fight ageinst the Tories.

The groes nature of the culs means we can arpue clase politics.

Privacy i
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/Wbﬁk%ggéigjiﬁe unions, the fractions anélﬁapk arni File Groups

 While the ‘general doenfurn-in the industrial struggle has made work‘in

= many afeas. ‘difficult, the general upturn in the political elimat and
decline in 3xgn;f1aance ‘and influgnee of the Broad lLeft has maﬁb intere
ventiong in the unions at fank and Pile level much casier eg Right To
Work eampalgn. But the extent to which we can now build <depends on the

degree < attentlan ‘that we .iv: -to Fraction work and cxrganisation,

Every Fooctioh ahould have an effective Executiva maintaining contact

bhetweo 1 combers and onguring  interventions in the internal life of the

union, wnion conferences and elections and enduring national respomse to
disput - ”ractien gvecutives must alsce  give attention to R&F groups

snguric  ogular-buli-tins and improving thelr papers. the fractions and
the in . -‘-ial depariment need repular liason with the feedback f all
bullet‘A' being sent to the ln&ustrlal department, .

ir addition the frectiomsand R&F groups need tw.

g broaden activities from traditional arezs into other sections of

. unions and industries. og Typists Carter irn NALGO, 15.5 campaign in AUEW.
* Bro-den the range of political issues which are raised.Nope are taboo-
from th> RTWC , missiles to Ireland.
* Ext. 0 united fronmt work w.th the Broad Left while maintaining an indep=-
sndence of base and activity. V

Workplace activity remains our central emphasis but should be linked into
geogrephionY branch &»d district activity giving mutual support. S¥ Bulletins
and =% saler organised from outside workplaces must be seen as Lhs contral
means of contmeting the ‘militant mlnﬁrlty and ensuring those inside
workplaces are &unﬂarted. Jye to tle présence of SYP members at higher
levels of t 1av bureaunceracy, many of whom cye open to election te natiornal
qcctl@uai rorionnl or other uniorn positions. Tt will boe neccessary to adopt
clearly stated policy 1o avoid pﬁfallﬁ associated with elections and
buréaucratla Dressures . Th@reform.
1) kone should stand for any exeeutive position or full time national or
local union “Ooltlon without the apreement of tre Central Commities.
2) None should stand without full discussion in .ihe relevent fraction
or district in te cuie of local fulltime pOSlthh“
. 3)A1L aandida‘cca must produce election addresses. ~hese shoulﬁ u drawn
un by the levent iraﬁtlmn T, dlstrlct commlttee and submitie to the
Central Cummxt*&e for approval.
4) If a Traction member is elected, each fraction must set up in
consultation with the Industrial Departmen t & series of regular meetings
‘.bthQ“n the elected member ahd‘othgr experienced members of t e fraction,
5} The decision to stand someone for re-slection reeds to be discussed
and decided 1in- the samw way @ﬂch time the questdon comes up.
6} all comrades producing election addresses should send copies to the
@ntrai Yommittee prior to the clesing date for nominaticna, for advice
and approval =it a brief description of positions held.

Tarther the long service of many members in particular those in 'professional!
and higher grade s leads to difficultigs with poseibilities ¢ promotion

to supervisors and management grades, "herefore trere should bs consult-
ationg Tbetween the Industrizl department, the CC and tue fractions about
promotion.The fmections should be asked 1 eir lineg if any and the problems
-which arise for 41ueir members in the workplace,., these discussions should
take place with & wview to glVlng guidelines f{or interpretation by the
‘fractions, -

i Privacy i
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Women are at the receiving end of many of the Tory attacks, They suffer &
doubla burden because of thelr role in the workplace and in the home.

B¢ far, th%re h&&'naﬁ'been a urited, large-scale fightback., Vomens strikes
are few and far between, often ending in defeat. Activity on a political

~ level has taken place on a number of fronts, and has often involved wowen, eg
“anti~Thatcher pickets, Ireland, CND. A mall minority want to fight. .

- Womens Liberation Movement is in crisis,  The impact of the Tory govermment,

'~ recession and the election of r» woman Prime Minister has meant a retreat dinto

inward~looking solutions, rzther than an attempt to organise working-class

women, - At a time when - ideas of women's liveration are becomirg more

relevant to wwrhing women., the womens, liberation movement is incapable of
relating to them.

There 18 ne real attempt to organise women through the burezucracy of the unions.
The problem for us is to bridge the gap betweon our size (Womens Voice and the
8Wp) and that militant minority. The cbvious tactic and one bich must be central

to our work, is the united front. |[There is no one clear way this can be operat: ..

We have to work round a pumber o7 -issues in the coming. months:

' a) public sector wages, against the 6%, Klso other strikesg which may

occur in localities, such as Chix, which cen offer us opportunities to build.

b) violence against women: for the first time this is beco ming more relevant

to many working-class women. We need to make sure we are putting class demends,
c) abortion., There are.two new bills to reduce the time limit for abortion
coming up in the neéw year. We need to,launch and intervene in aampaigns through:

‘workplaces, upions and in the localities.

d) unemployment. We have failed so far to intervene effectxvely round womern,
Both Womens Voice and the Right To Work Camps’ . need to produce material we can

‘use to reach women on the doles.

e) CND. A remarkably large number of women are involved in the campamgn. WQ
have to use Womens Voice as a means »f rfesching  them.

f) Festival against the Tories. A WLM dnitistive due to tske pl.ce in May.

We should use it to get women along, We have volunteered to do workshops, stalls
etc; so we have a platform on the day and can use it to draw women from -the WLM
closer to our class politics.

g) united front work.,.

Despite this long list, comrades do not have to rush out and do a&ll of these
things. Our perspectives have to be realistic. If each WV group/branch/
district intervened in one of the zbove properly, we would make gains in

recruitment and credibility. ’ '

. We reiterate last year's perspective of building WV as an organisation with its

owh structures andwith the politics of the SWP. The decline of the WLH created
possibilities for WV in that nrea. - We sce WV as organising our own women
supporters to intervene in struggles in the class, .

- UCPI0000016148/52 |
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8, wom@ns wark shaul& mat be left to WV groups. Therefore WV is an integrated
part of party work and party building which involves SWP branches in developing
WV Enge aaﬁinw women scbiviets: in WV being intagrate& party members.

We beli&va that ﬁhere was demoralisation which resilted in & decline in activzty
aftor lact year's ¢onferénce. In the last few months that has been pardly
rectifiesd, ~ But W¢ groups need the back up and 4ntegration into the gemeral

~ work of the districts. The SWP should back WV inmitiatives where appropriate
cand vice. verss. Otherwise we shculd not be aurprxmed when the groups ‘'drift’
,palitically;

P{u» ,F e P&RTY

10. nﬂrtrﬁcks “&v& to éLVG # lesd in women's 1n1t1at1ves, and injitiate the two-way
T prooess triked of above. apeca”xaally we would like to see: .

"a¥ & women's crzaniser on every DC, and where possible in branches, to be .

reﬁpﬁﬂ&lblﬁ for the work, but not to carry it single-handed;

B) Review sales of WV in every: district and branches;

c)a recmgamtlon that there is. & preblem with cadre in WV, znd think about

graster dhmut

&) Building WQ to be rwaowmeed as a pol 1@10&1 job, the same as any other;

e) Geogruohical branches being encouraged to sell WV as a way of reciuibing

women, and likewise SUP women shauld s¢ill SW ete at WV meetings;

) modkting ~ sure on e»ery ey and cumwaign, that there is an input into selling

BV . .
g} 89 rw,‘actAﬁg the 1 tiatmﬁea and camyazgnﬁ gaing on wmmug WOmen .

CONCLU 123

if we aaﬂpt the abeve p@tﬁpectiva, we can maka smﬁll rains over the year, But
we should be clear thal requires greauﬁr input from the party, both in terms of
Wy groups and the party’% work round women in generall

We have mrmapw‘i to maiﬂ*ain eur sale of WV at 5,000, whmh is an aahievemem;. ‘
Cbviously, the sale can be improved. . Doing that over the next year will '
nelp us to bulld. Wil 30&» the stéles, we are waat&ng our time doing anything

8L36.

What we are trving o do - through WV and through our party work - is something
which has nevel besn cisy, Grawing women workers in particular to our politics.
We have more orporiunities now than for a long time, and 2 degree of cradlbllity.
We have to moke sure we make the necessary galns.
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: t an the priutad agenda,fQ“ nnnference, The fact that gays are
a & yarty means that gay comrades cénnotf be expected to shoulder

"iytha»nsayonaibility for. gay work by themsélves. It is essential that all

amradee taka up the 1$aue af gay right wlthmn ‘their unions.

- %he aeeﬁ fo%~this iﬁ reiararced by vact;m&aatians of “gey workers over the past
:’periaﬁ rnﬁ, iy partioular, in the case of | Privacy i The appeals tribunel
' held that an ervlojer's sincerely held pregudbﬁe egainct an employee was gnough
“to. juat; 'y diswisgal,  The decision has since been uced in the case of a miner
sacked fur merical reasons which were proved to be unfounded. It can be used
'agaiast bﬁaCfa, wvme%, trade unioniets and tbm left. g :

'ﬁﬁmn a black paraon or = woman is attacked, when a trade uniopist is victimised
we lesp.to their defence. The same suupart should sutomatically be given when
,’gays are vittimised and ‘attacked.

1Thare have bﬁen good - campaigns with 1 some of the fractions, eg NUT and NALGO
_against vzctimmaatian and the EIS has psssed » motion at Anpusl Conference
dﬂclarzng its sa@pott fnr gay teachfra’ right to teach. ‘

The- teachers fraatxon hnwe founé n gooﬁ 1eve1 of _upport for gsy issues, if
‘ they can raise it so ‘can avery othe“ fraction.

The issues should be ‘raised at wowkplacﬁ union branch and national union level
and also within rank and file groupings. A useful means for doing this is the
Gay Rights at Work Conference, March 28th. A1l 'SYP members zhould be raising

" the conference and winning delegations to it. ’
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in Gmimisﬂion 10
ihb Ant Nazi Lea 'e¢

Qvar tne last year %&zi aﬂtivm*y, fueiled vy the economic crisis, has been stagiily
increasing. Racist graffitci, fascist warches and attacks on blacks, jews, gays -
‘and. socialists have once sgain become depressingly familiasr. The National Front

has reemarged from its 1978 2lectoral debacle and the internal: squabbling whieh
followed it - still uncomfortable wearing mhe Nazi labels given it by the ANL. They
have been joined by the operly Nezi British Movement, who are attempting with

some success, to recruit disaffected young people, The remergence nf the Nazis hns
be~n characterised by increased violsmee and more open anti-semitism.,

13 Tt should be a top priority to orgﬁnise against the Nazis in schools and on the

footbell terraces, which they are making their recruiting grounds. The ANL bos
produced -a school studeuts/NUSS leaflet and this should be distributed as widely
‘e possible. Mamy young people identify with the Nazis for cultural reasons

(ie football, music, violence) rather than because they arg attracted to racist
idees and these kids will welcome anti-racist arguments. “he BM are recrulting
on their anti-establishment stance and we must point cut the contradictions

in this. It is essentisl £o stkesm the vekl reasons for unemployment., bad
housing, hospital closures etc apd to make sure that action is directad - against
the establishment and not against blacks. ¥e need to pose an alternative
sfolution to that offered by the BM an? we can do this thraugh the RTW and NUSZ. We
should start working now to. the. ANL Youth conference on 28th * ebrusTy .

2. *here is a lot of support for the ANL amOng@t black people. ywo bBave to try and turn

that support into activity. This means recruiting individual blacks into the AML
and aleo working in a uanited fronmt with black organisations. We should zpproech the
Temples end Mosques both-in order to mobilise people and to raide money.

3. The ANL can only be cucceseful as a mass movement. Be must isolate the N-zis

by involving everyon> who is against them in the ANL. It is unrealistic for
SWP members to take it upon themsdves to, free the strects from fascism by
forming 'thit squads'. If anything thzs heips the BM to grow as they feed off this
kind of Macho street violence. We can only win by constantly seeking to involve
more people in anti-recist work through leafletting. meetings and demonstrations.
Isoleting the Nazz& in the workplace remzihs an essential part of ANL activity.
Qbtaining trade union affiliations te the ANL can m ke this work easier,

: (* See balow for insert)

4, Coun ter demonstratiomns continue to be an impmrtant part of the ANL's stiategy

In the near Fature we will probably not be hble to mobilise sﬁff1eient numbers

to actually stop the Nazis marching. However past experience has sbown thgt the
Nazis are demoralised by Vhav1ng to march zlong back streets and not along their
advertised routes af in welling or having their marches cut short as in Paddington,
There will be counter demonstration on 11th January assembling at 4Zam at the civic
centre. A1l Midlands ANL and SWP ¥ranches should support,

5, It is important for the SWP to retain its own idc?ﬁﬁi?}dithlﬂ the 4NL. This acn be

done b, pooducing seperata SWp leaflete for meetings and demonsteetions and by making
sure th%t SWP contributions &t ANL m%»tlnﬂﬁ clwarly state our polities and by selling
W at ANL meetings. .

6, A11 non SWP awyporters gt tbe AL should be approached to take out s bankers order

to the ANL ,
- Peter Alexandsy
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.

1. The role of the bra nches: Despite the difficulties currently involved in

building in the workpla ce, ocur long~term aim is ic build a paruwy in wherh the
majority- of the membership iz located in workplave branches.

It ig at the point of ~woduction that workers are organised and where ithey
‘exercise reall power. The gocialist revolution 1is unthinkalle unless there
ewints a mass workers party rooted in the factories, schools, o'tices nd wines.

2. The workplace brancheg Towards that end, we heve to involve *rne wiole
membership ing-
a) selling W outoide workploces,
b distributing SW workplace bulletins {or i:rilins thrt netioncl lecing’ -
. o) selling oW inside their own workple
’ a} ensurin: that wherever we have more
meet re ularly’ ’
@) axter caveful consideration and systematic integration or neo
the loval SWP organisation - setting up workplace branch s.

P

#

than one member in any we. . place they

thers 1nto

Any workplace branch has to clearly understand that while 1 primary
function is to argue for socialist ideas and milite nt  eotruggle inside the
workplace it is also essepti 1 that the branch hrs ongoing lrvolvement in

3. Geographiccl branches: The key in this period to sustaining our ien )
workriaces and to building up #nd strengthening our base in workplrc s lies
in the geograyhicel branches (except obviously where we have workpla ce
bra nches). For most of our members 'n workplaces the key to both discussing
what heppens ¢t wark and ‘to involving them in the general poliiics ond
activities of the Party lies in the local branch sim;ly bocuuse in most
workplaces we heve only one or two mmbers rather then eight or ten.

. Therefore every geographical branch needs to work systematically arcund local
workpla ces where we ha ve members to support them. That in the vway to ensure

that we build up a net of contacts and sympathisers, readers of joclalist
vorker, sapporters and contributers to the bulletin vwhere we establish one
oto. Ph ¢ net of contacts, sustained by members of the loccl vranch, is the
future memberskip of SWP factory and workplace branches.  But first we hove to
establish the network with slow syotematlc work, and unfortuiately we are
working in wafavourable conditions for this nevertheless vital activity.

Working from the outside. In the vast ma Jority of workplaces we sitill have
ne pregence., The only way to build up supporters and members inside these
places is working from the outside ~ selling Socialiet VWorker, visiting
contacte, getting to know the shop stewards and other militanis.

Put this reouires a shift in the way we all work now. The primary Jjob of all

SWY members is to build in their own place of work or study. The second
job of all SWP members is to help build the Party suts ide their own

workple ce in someome else's where we do not have members. Ye 21l need to be
specialists and we all need to turn cur hands to ary ares and any place where
we can build.

UCPI0000016148/56;
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~In padticular sluderits must involve iiemselves ‘in the work of tcwn branches

= helping out witd factory sales, visiting industrial ccntacts, helping to

build up an effective industrial neiwork, All district committees and
branch committees must ensure that they have & student on them from the
local student branch/grouvp etc.

" The Xx&y to much ¢f ‘his work from the outside and on the inside is how

effectivelv we can build up sales of Bociallist Worker in the roming period.

Bocialist Worker sales: The problem we fac. is that the salss of 37 have
not rigen in the same proporition as the rice in our membership. There z.e
a number of reasons why this is not the case. Many of the older comrades
were worh out during the pericd of the Social Contract and got cut of the

“habit of really pushing the paper. Thiz was reinforced by a preater

emphasis we placed on selling 59 on the inside in order to root our

comrades inside the class, The other reason for ithe lapse in SY7 sales in

the seventies in that the itransformation of our membership intc white~ :
collar and manual worxers with an ability and responsibility to work

ingide the trade union movement meant selling £7 became ore of many .
activities of party members. This resulted in a change of habits

in the lparty to the sale of 37 and has meant that in turn new comrades

have often followéd the bad habits of older comrades in selling SV.

To correct this, and build the 5% sale systematically, we need to win all
our. comrades to the centrality of SW to. our political intervention. Our
atility to win solidarity round 2 str e like Gardners, to opread the
lessons of fardners to other workers, depends on the sale of SW,

Bogually our ability to survive as a nolitical current over difficult issues
such Yeelend anc I Blocks depeads o ile extent to which .a periphery '
round 59 has been built which hes had consistent access to our arguments.

In other words our 89 periphery Jirite the extznt of our intervention in the
movement and is our buffer against hostile ideas and currerts in the
morament, We can carry people over Ireland only in as far as we have

go.d B regularly to them. -

To build the salesof 859 we need to do & number of thingss

a) teeatablish the idea that comrades :ef»}'zmziid'm"«zll 5 everyvhere: union .

-mectings, trades council, pubs, streetsz, workplace - inside snd outside -,

estates, demonsirations, pickets and the like.

b) Numbers ol SW sellers should be increased publi

vizible party presence and actuasly helps sell 3%. «

¢) Every branch nust ectablish three kinds of sales for all members:
i} Workplace =ale from inside

’igﬂﬁbrkplace sale from ovtside

y a8 this increassg our

1ii) Streei sales/tube sales ' d
AY .
v i bales "

v) “atete sales . :
411 branches must énsure that 3% is celd on pickets,; demos, outside public
neetings etc, The 8% organiser ir the nost important person in any branch
end on top of organising all S sales must ensure that all comrades get
their papers every weck, investigale ways cof ensuring controts get 847
every weck. - % have to deliver SV to members and coatacts on a woelkly

‘basis, Al)l comradsz bave to carry neblic BW sales of gome kind, The

more dafluential & position a cqmradgmham ingide the trade union movement,
" the move he/she should publicly se.. $7. All branches should review §7

sales monthly with the aim of pushing the order to 10 per member with a

2/3% paid sale over the next six months.

Privacy i
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“Raée fork

T«Racism 18 an 1mevatable product of capitalism in its prpesent state of zvelopmaznt.
akt&mpta to turn old established sectiops of workers agsinst new 'immigrant' scctions
- are’n fezture of all advanced capitalist countries. “olicies sre designed to provide
bapitalism with a cheap easily intimidated labour force sndto strengthen the hold
of ruling ckass ideas amongst workers. Therefore the fight against ro.ism is not

an optionol extra for revolutionary socir™ists, stllil less something to be left

to be d-ealt with by those on the recelving en& of repression alone. 1t is 2 CLntTﬁl
nrrt of the struggle for working class unity and power.

2 . Qur race work aims both to combating rmcism and in h:lping to build a multi-racial
revolutionary workers party. Only Revolutirnary socialist politics can effectively
~forge the unity of black and white workers. For us to succeed those politics must
relete to the fight agminst racism and the oppression and different traditions of

. blacke. ’

'3, We therefore reaffirm the pesition adopted at last years conference that race work

' should 1ot be ghettoised. However it is clear that this positicn has r_t been carried
in practice and gspsure the CC for their failure to ensure tha* this occured. We
welcome the recent appointment of an anti racist/ anti nazi organiser -nd have eve
every confidence that it will be possible to begin tp rectify the situstion.

4, The campaign against the Tories proposed Nationality Act has to be used to win broader
support for our arguments over immigration and racism particularly among white trade
aniopists and to mobilise black people. The SWP is affiliated to CARL (Crmpaign
against Racist Laws) nnd cur members 3h0u1d campaign to w;g support for its 1r1taf~
ives:

a) Every SW? branch/district should attempt to get delegntes *» its npational conf-
erence in Birmingham onSsturday 0th Jamuary in Birmingham.

b) We should endeavour to move resolutions in oppositiop tu the act and for affil-
1atﬁan& to CAHL in every trade union { and student vody wiere we have members.,

¢) “very, SWP branch/district should now be contacting locul'immigrant' cte organis-

‘ations with a view to discussing the possibilities for loecal prOyog :nda And activity

against the Act,

4) We shall mobilise nationally for the proposed murch zgeinst the Nationality Bill

5. We should repsmd to cases of haraﬁsmnﬁﬁ, reids, deportations etc both nmE part of

" our regular trdae union work and by organiring campaigns, piketing etc., e are ppp-
osed in principle to police presence in factories. Use of Immigration reffulations
{ and in future the Nationality fet) to intimidate workers is an - o0 % L attack
on union orgcnlsatmar © 7 the Employment Act.

6. Making anti racism an integral part of our politics means adopting a consistenet
- approach to racism in the workplace and in the unions. This will ir rude opposing
racist gakés, removing or covering up racist graffiti, stew«rﬂs ste sssisting black
vorkers with non-work problems and fighting dlacrlmlnatlon. “ank and Filc papers .
and workplace bulletins should teke up © = » g anti racist issues
including the small everyday guestions as well as the b&g national *ssuﬁa.

: 7« There has been a revival of Nazi act1v1ty over the last four or five months in
particular of BM and NF influsnce among white youth leading to atiacks on black
people. The revamping of the ANL has been a neccessary response to this. But effort
has to be taken Tlocally and nationally to ensure that -a) it is & real united front
involvang non SWP members. in activity alongside us to protest at attacks , defend
paper selling, organise leafleting, driving Nazis off streets etc. b)that we encou-

. rage the inxclvement‘ of black orgahzsations and 1ndivldhals in the ANL-

T , ~ UCPI0000016148/58




& imat veoiam mmng white Vﬁwt? ma iﬂﬁﬂpﬁrublm from the bullding of the
i ﬂzgn* At tha some %&mw with unemploynent among black youth at

: sltave pe geeclal sgitelbion must be wsed Lo
,a-ﬁkrang rapr@ﬂ@nﬁwtimn* mf Plack wouth on the marcihes and demon=

"Ei&ek‘p@ww} &?ﬁan‘mavg'tQ%qréa Fove ln%ioﬁ&rv p471vyca by o different route to .

3 : A apibation can ba of somneilerable

~dvs gwf Wb&rm pa&sz Lo we sho %h&&fvour ‘0 produce local publications, such

‘msoiboss in 8 ﬁmmdan and Séuthall. We-are in favour of aiming to produce a

2 - phpér, but recognise that we lack the resources to do this

&% %%w yr&ﬁmnt t&ma We would aleo 1iké to ses the appoibtmont of a black Qrgmﬁi%€f~
w%am resourcss become A fble.The Roce Work Orgeniser and R,Y, ctiee should end-

mvour - to produce o low key. fiscdssion bull@tim aimed ot deve ,pmng our black

o érw and ohr auntiracist intervention,.

ALl -nev Black members hould be dnteprstod inte ‘the peneral wgrk of the party and

into the ordinsry bvenches,. Only in this way will they devlop the confidence to

Appnrgnur pelitics both with with e workers snd in the mileu. Our more &Xﬁnrmmnced

. blinck m&mb@?s are encoursged to work in or around ”Xi%tlnﬁ black or community. s

: mrg;amsmtxwm and youth greups, in order to build the SWP'S influence among bimck. :

Pleck ceucus woetings should be cunv&QW& on & regular basis, at least guerterly, in

crder tm &ﬁ%m&t the ﬁéVulwpﬂﬁmﬁ G” our” bloack cadie and our level of intervention.

1 Tﬁ QT&Q? to ensure that mux pace work is improved a certain amount of recrpanisation
da- rwquarﬁd* The crgopiscr shonld a ot

a) anﬁurm that: every. district with a large black Q“ﬂulﬁﬁimﬁ %ﬁo am sxperienced

' r&wpmmm3h1» for the work outlined obove .. Leeds, {
Bristol apf rodt Tondon districts should anw\ﬂ
55) Cm Y comrades’ rwgpanw,al must be DOme
soes will be lh&%%$.~~ ' . «
%} Co-prdinnte the work of t%e%m ammrmﬂwa; calling fww péricodic meebtings of them to
exchengs zxmeiﬁn”QW and-discuss, the ¢ dlopment of the we X, ‘ .
c},org&nx&a sohools &nﬁ otheredication both forlosal race organisers and cur

black members., Every’ aa*riat/@r noh should ensure thet they send a delepate to atte
: wrbend the rdage - &” fowerk oL weekend which will be held in Lendon on

- jﬁmt J&n/ﬁat ?ek dn T xﬁ&n und th%t'ql& blagk members- are encournged to nbtend.

12, The anti racist/ zn%* jazi/ blnck goyerage in. 84 m&ﬁﬁ,bé rm&imﬂlly improved. To.thi
end ‘one membér of tye editor ial staff should be ziven resporsibility for commisi
ng 2t least one arilcle a wesk and tie rrce work orgnniser should bo 2 member of the
popers editorial beard, This will nelp us to sell the paper to mowe black people

Cand glve our menbers more v@nf;%eurw to discuss such issues with black PROPLE.
- It is =n essentisl task of loesl ragiorganisers to ensure that the paper receives
mtrwmm news ituf and sbories . '

?&n»ily it must be understood thei race work is - hos to invmlva akl
our mepbers and not hived off to the fwe tbal vlaax e & thet we hove, Yhite
members must be prapnywd to face up to their résponsibi li& a3 1if we are tm
nrrmr@mﬁ in this sssontiil Mp%mrw of cur work.

Privacy
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. nny %1ﬁak ﬁwwmnatrﬂtlmn 25 hala,gg am dn Mewhas, oo Anwoy Ditte, a pational

mobilisstion of black members should te e ploce tp plan on organised intervention
{B&ﬁtrmatg should pay the &xpea&a&,qf tieme comrades)
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ﬁ%m o work

The aim of all  our student work is to brild SWSO eroups ond recruit students
into the SWP. . But in meny oolleges we have no members or perhips ong or two
contatts with no real links with the pafy,

ALl districts, DOs, fmll time mrmmnib re have to onsure -thet the dis
Student ectivity and recrultment hecones s regular pert of discussios
- ovgenisation.  In sarecs Where wo have fow or no members other com

tm organise regular paper soles and lenfleoting of the colleges in 4

‘j’?«"e

A1l District Committees cte must alsc ensure thot
grovp its memb@r%’ setivities are nart of o district siructure and ger
cAetitities &nd that these coprades dre not just left to sink or swim.

CThe coming period offere us pood oppovitunitiss for recruitment in the st dent
world.  The uplon has gnlloprd to the right snd we are the only viable
orgenisation on the left, = The general mood rmong students reflocts thet of
workers . outside, strong enti-Tory feeling, the worry of the dole queue, little
faith 4n the union's ebility bo provide viehordes in struggle. But still theve
dea the small sinerdty willding to have 2 fight.  This mokes united front. work with
the Lebour Clubs, over uﬁgmplavm Y, CHD, 80 fisnsnpcing, Iroland ete very important
in-terms of us addressing ourselves to wn@ working with those most interested in
getting vid of the T@rxmﬁ,

issues except perhags the Tory p%”?ﬁmalm to wrodd
unlons, - Bo on all ds u@ﬁ,'wa have to bring the
“eg the CHD campaipgn should include aaaup&ti@nﬁ
carried out, occupations of Lymy " serudtment Centy
should actively support strikes and demc,

It logks doubtful if there will b@ much activity on any

swﬁztmmy repear  is being
On wnemployment students

In pavticulsr students must involve themselves in the work of town ¥ -anches
- hﬁlpﬁn& out’ with fectory sales, visit’ 2 indusirisl contocts, helping te build
up an effective induvstricl netiork.,

.’B‘ut M* the same fime we must resember thet all comrades heve to Anitially win

eredibility. with those immediztely around them, thei 5 dn undon meetings,
rublic meetings, orgenised peper.szles ete, It also merns orgendisinge for
industrial diesputes to be bteken into the colleges, eg strike ¢

me

! ; seakers in meetings
and  coffee bars and collection sheets tsken around 211 the fime.

The vuilding of 3YWSC grou s must be tﬁ&‘Ar*m&?y for all student compad

N He
will heve to build credibility and a werishery that we esn then imnvelve in work

outside the collesz
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~The ﬁﬁﬁ& has been ﬁmminateé Ly the SWP Jor the past 18 months. Over that p@riaﬂ of
time we have built-a petwork of militan.s who wield amn%xdéxablm infiupna@ in the

th ¥ oown ar&aﬁﬁ

Natiopelly the HNUSE hes ayrraxxmaﬁ&iy 0,000 m@mhwr@, e can only build and
recrutt by toking militent action and confronting school authorities headlong.
The experience of Luton, ﬁhfffxmkm and North West London serves as evidence for
thie., ’ . ’

The lesscns that we have leornt therefore over the past two years have been:

‘a; Jost school students hate having to go to school and resent the treatment
they get there and therefore all it tekes i = spork to ipnite & strike ov
a riot., Schools are ¢ hotbed of rebellion and it would be lunacy to ignore
them,

2) For most school @tud@nt&’%ﬁ&@ is their- first form of politieal dirvolvement.
They therefore become wéry epprodchable and interested in our politics.
This is crueisl. There is 1ittle point in our intervention in WISE 4if we
ave pot podpg o recriit sthool students o the BWP,

Pecouse of the notwrs of HUES ﬂﬁxvity it cannet be sustained for long periocds
of time, It 48 thorelore armamal thet we pull in the militants in order Yo keep
‘%%@m around us.

THE ANL :

The British Movement hove baan campaigning and recruiting iﬁﬁi” the schools,
espeeially amongst  (isaffected working-class shinhesds, thot is the rebelliocus
kids who only zo to scheool beesuse they bave to, even though they hate it.

These are the some kind of kifs who hatr having to weepr school uniform or
getting tne cane or having to put up with the petty, hum Mlieting rules thet
are user to control school students. » .

We therefore have to pose HUES as a po owtive “lfmwmﬂtive o the YMasis and
charnel the natural rebelliousness and anti-a u»h@rzt ianism thot exists among
| working-class youth into fighting back sgainst the ”waﬁm we live under.
L * National ANL/HUSS leaflet
* .M Youth Conference, February 28th in Lendon,

e need a regularly produced paper in opder to pull bogether all the lssues
that affect youth and connect our politics to them.  The paper needed to use
as a focus for reermiting yovih to the SWP.

Privacy
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7%&&@w&3‘£m youth-Commission : .
Mxﬁﬂﬁrt: nfter ANL youth Conferenco.
(i n note form apaimg&&s&?

“C%ﬂ ﬂﬂﬂ% prew out of the tmss wmnylw issue movennet

fe the INL ‘and SKaN. We hove to therefore use OND to bolster the suppe ,
already have in NUSS and use the network of militante that we have cresbed to ﬁuﬁﬁaxn»A

deing & natbonal speaking tour called
- CEESheeds not Bonost
in respons km whe et 5 Ul andthe ﬁctivity

1:, We aye orgsy

The Role of the BW»
. . P A, E
Tt is dend easy to léaflet scioo
schools in thelr aress in pme ord

nd a1l districts should draw up & list of
to leaflet them, Zmsll '

Individusl schoul
Leafleting printing

much support as possible in terms of leafl

8YWP brenc h mertings nould rélats to ohool studentas who sttend znd not nlisnnte

them . , ,

wuld 2ppoint one person with v

ortant for the
/xﬁﬁ is execllent b
se on ﬁ%ﬁ ﬁmtmaﬁmang

arg TLVen

ihe Mm@wnwx 1 oat
we will fzil to ca

SRS e . UCPI0000016148/62
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THIS Is the firsr pre Confere

bullerin. There be 1wo Further bull ting,

Diates are set ot below, The annua €

mmw: ol e SWP s ar important ¢

& A0 wllows us 1o ke <
ha;:»mmd over the e

- wvay Forward and o o)
of the Party.

The three Confervaos ?;?zz%f::sz-; will Lo
tedn material aremp
perspeatives for o
repots g 2 symenty o Sy w;m 13 the
{12 monhs,

Al members are %’rf’ik;’&“?mfs 1 gontribute
articles sn-am greging, disagree-
ing, modifving w ebss said oF taking
up differen issues, v st Dne
TERLHICEIOn-—qu article sl b mare than
2000 weords an write far

shorter ariic vir tike

it makes » srence i
artiches pre o e o srdes
of paper, doible spac aibv guts down
the work for th (b
arthe Centire SR H ’Nw Mnmgaw

for
pek of what b

sar ter Gisouss the
thedeading bodies

Conterenee works
HESAT DT Enow Dzﬁ'i#é{;&
aregleced rom ¢ 1%, branehes and fra-
ipns, They will attend the Conference know-
g the views of b strig
mandated. This m g

snge  all dedege
wiriled be it
FeeE ws gl
gHLES e gap
the debales
they see 6
ﬁi”g’cifﬂcﬂi‘\

ok
FEERRE 4ry el

Hon, Diele
st ribute 1o
aee and vioke as

they have hesod all the

e ablow a full mw% BTy
each ageods em. Al
speech, every dele i
Bve o she thinks s r'sslw wn
the wordimg af
i Tt az» formaliy pu
discusiton .
Tnswead, a the end of ¢ desgussion, a
dratting commnsion welected | »muwﬁmv
v Tormulate the sons M;z:%vwmu &
s & clear diviios
didfting comp
oy command;
15 1 entitled 1og
wishes, Fhe prop
g SOIITHESIO NS, GEE.pUl ©
muimm@uf,m HeH PRSIy d ¢ i”wm@,rzsﬂ
medt as well gs povepianee G TeRChon L
The dralting commission drafts twhether
wgrged o1 remcied) are print e moa posts
Comlerencd bullein.
Thus method of
mgst iteot
making decisipns.
Apoint abow diste

during the

iy, fracuon o branch
motions oy Conference. These will all be
printed and-circulaied o members in the
pre-Conleronce bullétios ws oxpressions of
opintin, Thewwill nbt be vored onat Confe-

renee cverp s oo Tar g they form e bass
for drafiing sominassion sepotts. The dele-
pate of 2y party body submitting o shotion
will be emiithed 1o speak during relevant
discassion. Bur i dsnet fecessary tosubimg a
mtien o enable vour delegateto speak. The
odds are that he/she wall be calied anvvay.

3

DELEGATES

Fach distrigt will be noufied of therr number
of delegates catenlated on the basi of one
pir M members Fraciions are notfied
separately

Estricts sl choose therr delegates st ong
aof thew pre-conference aggrepates on the
basis of their contribution 1o the work of the
district and the discussions wbing place. In
order Tor us 3o per the maxiimum nut of the
comference, we peed delegares whe can relaie
the recent strugeles in the warkplaces and
fagtories. Often the best pomrades o give
this experience 1o the conference |

Pave famy
ties and do ey push themsebees Torward,
Dlsirivts shonld therelore give some thoughs
o thar eheice of delegates and whee ne
Bry Wy o enoourage  comrades o be
delegared.

REGISTRATHON F POOLED FARE
ANMD LOSS OF EARNIRGSE

47 perdelegate w pavable iy advaner b
distrions, not the indbaddual deleguie.
“ates will be pabd, but comades are a
o traved by the chieapest method possibl
2*:;‘ ar ar bus
¥ earniggs Wil i
gt oy aetiadiy
4 askedd 1o

with pa

Perer Clark, Mational Sm?mmr; .
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Conference %9&&

411 articles for second
pre Conlerence I.B, by

2

Monday 13 October,

A11 articles for third
pre Conference I.B. by
Monday 10 Noverber,

Ll e L e

ALYl delepates must pay
and register by Fridoy
14 November, :

i

Conference will be held
in Londen  from Saturday
© 29 November until Tuesday

2 Beaﬁmber inclusive,

(TETR——
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Palitical Perspectives
Fhe Central Commitiee

The world economi

The basic realdy within
operating fer the ne
roric stamgs. 1
sient has passed s poAnt-
production rose i Augest alle
wated or much of 1979 and (il
cent between Fobrugry and Tub

covery could, however, be shoridoe

as a product of cass woaey podices sl
ted by the V1% Federal Beserve Boa
alowed mierest ratgs ol
andd Jubv Inflavion e
figpures, leading  one
Paul Samuelaon,
st iadusn

fow

are selloan
Aperan gl
ber write, TMy
age nio cvid

DT T

o Thist W ar

the roadd Back 1o s stability ‘”‘wwam‘c%,
Seprembert, Worses thod as the Amenioan
Cooneny oo ers inll Hog thro

the roed Bave lod the Fode
wp ipterest rates agan, 1

$reritig o sdi Al
R HYHE D

2T Lmi im zm CHTTEN TOUOsHEIHY ,
are sl slowon
triatisig

Fix

L mu’» whii %1

P

B 4N
gl the
Privm
ERLRDE e
vhese ooy
weake:
the prossures causeid b SV
ton and the creation of powerful workimg

hanks to

basrdo arv
toariid, imn

fomns
i Frep

bk ol

classes Clash with the dustents p A
ymposed by regimes pager to mollity toregn

debtors and cover ther o bidls o Adreash

1980 has seen magor pobiad crses i Towr
estich coumtries — Braal Sotth Koy
%& and, last but by no means st
TThe shook waves Trom the fiest of the
upheavals, the revelunon w dran (s “newh
ingustrinlising couniry”. although pot,
course, an ot im;mm trhave mm‘»uum shihe
adoption of g ne
nist, policy by the
of & Rapid Dheplon
Crulf segicin, and prsing the Janm
between e apui-powe i,

The reahity. then,
ing various cronomigs with dilterent o
of severiy . The whee put yound m i
msts that there osome g ;
prpvalving tmport conirods,
miepts e ihrough  whieh
escape the effects of
LGP,

British capitabism

Britain, however, will setfor groater damage
during the current recession than most of the
other major capitalist countries. Manulae
wring output dipped below the fowpoint of
the 1975 recession in the second guarter of
1980 and-is sull falling fast and there are now
well over two mithion unemploved, The
mreng{h of the sound i speeding up the

ren, T
Posland

sHTTen

vt
nt Foree

g5 of workd

Wb

%k ;:mmram;;
S

CRETU-

el

P RITN

demdustrabsanon of Britanyas tuctory after
factory unable to stand up to toregin eompe-

non closes down, Britsh capital s faced
ok us severest enists of profitabilipyethe
capital foll from six pey
; prr ent i July

real rate m FETUTYE O

TE ope 3
@J%é}_
phiedly beoome more severe simee then,

1976

mgm eie has

and the pro

(R34
The Financigl Times angry about the Tores”
farlure wer to cun real wages, complaned

out ‘an unprecedented shift
s from profits 10 wages' i
sz gmmd (30 Auwm faR(
suit of the Tones
The deciion o allow the pound o
sy wis taken by the Labour government in
1977, and sterhing's strengih reflects
v all, Morth Sea oteenot
s oddo wath government achions
m'rw-w,; v, like Geoffrey Howe after him
cut pabi apending and rased mierest ral
o weep the Cits happy and prevent anither
dhow of capnal from Brtan hke that
b There are comstraints 1o which ans
caprialsl govgment 1n Brotain 1s subiert
e the archemonetarst Keth Joseph s
sy pouring money wio such sl o ned
Larfe ducks as British Secl, while government
sl to mndustey s, o real terms: Bigher o
¥1 than 1 was i 1977 helping o
adermine the tight control of e Mo
supply thar s the bedrock of the Tirres”
trep-market CCONONICE
the difference between Thatcher Conser-
Catisrn and the tight-wing Labour establish-
MEE 15 R0 s miuch vne of policy (although
there are real ;"wmj» dhsagresments) b
siber of the ieas with which the policies are
sustitnd, The “iium nase boon able 1o s
s with et deology m b vour
aorpturn to 19tk for late TEib ) century e
Tree e erprise, survi s thee figtest, the
weakest 1o the wall and the dowvl take the
mz

[

Wk 1

wentre of gravity,

s'm»zw class, 4%’::’«,%;& $s
agencies, o shtt thie whole
the muddle of the raod’ postion B M
peibstics, so sharply 1o the nght? Ten sears
even the Tores were committed {on
pupert to the maintenance of tull employ-
mewts The faet w that the vears of Labow
pevd, 1964-70 and 19739, have had a
weiby demoraliang effect on the wor-
ATIE DL

foang before the mopact of U present
shusnp we had guite a sharp argument inside
the SWP about whether or not there was o
veal downtarn in terms of working-class ol
and sohdurny and the sort of basie
w s ammum that had been basht
wpan the late 19405, the 1950, the 1960 wd
the early 1970s. ”mf 1 now @ dead debate. bt
st Be obvious to evervone hat there has
heen a major dechne. a real downtern.

The Trews fope 10 shifl the balance o
class forces further in favour of the boureeor-
sie, and i this way 1o lay the basis for the
profitable expansion of at least the more
advanced and internationally competitive
seenons of British capitalism. What are the
chances of preventing such an oulome, wf
vurning the tide and reversing the defeats the
clast has & - v suffered?

ALy

The state of the mass movement
The most abvious Teature of the downiarom
the waorkers orit 15 the CoOnUNENG
general lack of conbidence in the possibility
of sug mwu‘ resistam.e o the effects of the
stump and the Tary government Opposition
‘ tundancies where it has
rumbled guickly. Moreover,
the efféct s beginming 10 De seen 1 wWage-
sertlements i the motor industry, and more

Frata gt

ysisres ancd ¢

generally ) private manulaciunng, where,
m the words coppeent surviy of pay
clasms, ‘ mm nce has

AT Fimes, 17
‘wmvmh

At the sanw uneen membership bas
dicspate the erosion
‘ o wond the effects of
pwer mthon plus unemploved. There has
peen nodhsiptegrainn of s UROT OTEAN-
+ hat which o ured on aconside-

sation ke
gt the bate twenties and eatly

vabile &
tharties
Moy
T
LIy e

SRR TIES ‘mw been

of lews ke

un“

the »mg‘:iumw and the
utensdving the pres-
here o the possibility of
wage siruggles nex
ths happens, there will
ot small seabe defensive
tong Henrvs,

certani

wirikin £,

propately pmporiant

slteptive SWP

pros et b Belp s us-

st always be a focus

it work snd guxdance.

v oaitual pests-

s owgirs, One

can have a big

idence. A dock .
b, il 3t actually hap-
aeshy peguitre an all-out

Tl wammg e irug %

THRT I ORISR v
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[T 1

Al

cize oy all oppor-
simati. for mtervention. The

uggle doos Bol mean
merely that the
e than they were
sgo. Persptent aHerwention in
w e et bk pnclushng cuts
prntie® of Coairee s oy O THE meet ympoTi#nt
ways o dereloping a network ol contacts i
the mass meven a1 carning the reputation
of Feing peuple who are abwas 1 the fore
fromt ol solidants operations. The pelitical
importance of orgaaming oolletuons, for
ewgmple, e strgsedh 11 s central
to the 1 pebmilding  taditions of

sodulasity

foany case we
TS,
downtorn i e
that thers 5 0o
condbilior ais s

““k k#f

favenriah

frie weub»

QLT

b enves

The Labour i,uzz amd the Communist Party
An i tant symptom of the downturg--—
aovd stsa «nj«m;"mm whichy beconies a second-
ary causc--has been the eclipse of the broad
Yedt oy the wrson mgchioms (0 must casesiand
the rightward shill of what remainsof it At
the 1880 TUC there was no veal broad-left
challenge to the cemeenight kadership of
the Greneral Council on the main issues. Such
swflirr as there wis arose from the faf
vight's attempt to explolt the Polish strikes!
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The Communist Party, bynchpis of the'left
. oof the mpvement for the fast 50 years, Has
mmﬁnum o decline in influence and activ-
ity, even i itomay, as B claiming, bave
reversed the long-stand Tall inits members
The revival of the Labour left singe the elec
tion, {the normal patters when the Labour
Party 45 in opposition) by no mewns fills the
resulting vacuum. There wno serous indica-
tion that the Labour Jeft isas yvet smmkmg any
greatgains i recruiting new activists. From
the date given in Socialist Review{Seprember
Outober 19803 it appears that all the man
“genpive’ Labour left organisations {Cam-
paign tor Labour Party Demoeraey, Labour
Co-Ordinating Committes) are gonsiderably
smaller than the SWP, while of the "Trot’
centrist orgamsations only the Ml
group is of any substance. The LOC is unbik-
ety fo realise its ambition of winning rank-
and-file support within the unions since to
wemm o do so would mvolve clashing with
T tleft” bureaudrats whose block votes they
hope to use against the right at Labour Party
conferences.

At the same time the ideas of the Bennne
jeft—the ‘alterhative ecconomic sirategy’.
import controls  gte—are incomparably
more influential than our own among the

" politically conscious minority of workers.
They offer. indeed, the only coherent set of
ideas around of the reformist left. The
Labour right! who believed that, thanks o
Keynes, stumps were a thing of the past, are
idedtogical bankrupt. Hence the constant
stream of renegades creeping into the Tory
party or chasing the will-the-wisp of a new
‘centre” party. Benn and Co claim that, the
historic goals of the Labour right—full
employment, the welfare state—can be achi~
eved with a further dose of state imervention
but within the framework of capitalism. We
may well see the Bennites lose the struggle
for power within the party but have thew

w«i‘- probably in & highly nationalistic
i vm,taken over by the Labour centre-right.
The united front
I this situation, where the CP/broad left s
in deeline but ideatagivally reformism contr-
nues 1o dominate the movement, the unned
frant tactie will be of great importance tous.
This is especially 50 since we Can expedt sec
tions of the trade union bureaucracy 1o make
some moves against the Tories. The hne
taken by the TGWU, first in backing the call
for » dosckers strike, then in deciding 1o
Lobby the Tory conference on 1 Oclober,
offers an example, We have to avoid 1wo
extremes, Ong is 1o denounce any itiative

fromm the bureaucracy as a betrayal, an inva-

sion of our territory, v The other s 10 fall
w differentiste aurselves from the refor-
misth. The former mistake is quite tempting
when the trade union leaders seem 10 be

taking over one of pur ows intatives, the -

tatter is guiteeasy 1o make if the bureauctacy

do move, because even their token gestures

gafi easily swamp our own efforts.

Our approach must be 1o seek out every
possible opportunity Tor united. action with
the reformists, whether it be at a local o
national level, within a specific union or

»

< Ang apere are real prospects for parey

aeross the class, We should woicome and

Csuppott auy imtiative taken by the tade

wrion leadership, bus seek torake it tusther,
make it more effective and miliant, under
rank-and-file contesl ¢re. 1 is by combinng
politicsl {irmness and sharp crdcisms of he
reformsts' ideas with the wallingness 1o
underiake joint action with them around
specific msues that we can raake inroads mio
thesr s

Th
of the Labourleft means that it witl probabhy
be through making spproaches fo the ey
that we will have an mmpaet on she former’s
still considerable penphery, The combina-
tiow of organisational fesbleness with o big.
toose periphery characierstic of the Labour
teft itself gives us exceptionally favourabie
apportunities Tor developmg united actions
(commonly on our imitiguve but slso on
others'y, partieularly with tade amomst
under Bermite influence. The LOC indusinal
conference in November, for example. i an
opportunily 1o push onr ideas on indusinal
activity and 1o develop comacts, The prob-
lem is not so much 1o ‘expose’ the Labour
fefts (although our polities hpve tobe hirmly,
in fraternally, drgued at every opportiniey
a5 1o draw some of them Lo oML activity.
The Work of the SWF
{i remains the case that we gre atiempling o
draw into activity a layer of workers whoare
very mnch arminarity and areolten relativels
solited in their workplaces. There 1 as yet
no mass left current. But the minoriy 18
growing. Our appealis one ol providing mab-
ispie POCus etivity plus genesal politios
The public face of SWP branghes st nol
become 100 narrowly operational, Toterna-
tional affairs, Poland in parscular, open up
ways of presenting our distinctive pontios
The cepteal thrust of all sur work must be 1o
put ourselves at the cenfre ol W hatever ante
Tory activity there is. Sacielist Workeris the
central mstrament for this task and oy rae
ing discussion and revolutionary spciahisg
ideas. Ways of extending its influgoce will be
a very important consideration for s the
months abead. )

The waportance of the Right w Wk
Campaign 5 Obviously much greater new
than ever before, The significantly browder
sponsarship obtiined this yeuy shows some
thing of the possibilities, Ways and mueans wf
developing “them and ol maptaiing a
RTWC presence after 1 Ocrober need to be
studied.”

The ‘cross ferpthisation” of comacts won

- thromgh the RTWC, dsugh strike miersen-

tien, cuts strugeles wnion ehecrrrsd work.
anti fascist servity, women's work or whate-
ver is vitak

The power of the SWP to infisence the
course of events depends on our being at the
centre of a net of contaets in the working
class movement and being the source of -

- wtives and the most reliable activists, System-

atically, bBuilding and cwleivaring  ths
periphery {as a swart, ensuring that Secialist

“Warker reaches albol it} isthe key 16 growth

in both numbers and influgnce.

growth w the next perod. Membership has
bevn proking vy amd neither the CF roy the
« fwith the partial excepuion of the Mii-
st sow uffer an effective netional alterna-
tive 1o the SWE, 2 hopih the CF s still on
paner. much bigger than we are. We are
betrer placed than we hove ever been 10
become the real core of the militant Jeft.

T L

1t i four and a hall vears since The Collier
wab revived. Progress since then, both in
termes of buslding the sales of the paper and
the SWP membershup i the NUM has been
slowe but steady.

The Coftier was bnginally started after the
1972 sinke. Our mrervention in that strike
had been extremely good. We recruited,
made hundreds of new contacts and started
1% branches i coallield areas all over the
country, Before that strike we had had
nothing o the pits at all

The vears between 1972 and the autump of
1974 were very fruniul for us because every-
where compades, espeaally students, ok
very senpusly the job of gomg out inte the
muning wreas 1o sell SWs and make new con-
vcts, O course, 10 was gasy 1o be enthusiastic
with pwo nanonsal strikes in three vears, one
of which led derectly 1o the kiwking out of the
Heath government.

By the autumn of 1974 we had between 40
and 66 miners in S This apparent pumerical
strength hid 3 major weakness. Many, i not
mest, of our miners were dotted about the
eountry. unattached ur only joosely attached
13 15 branches

In South Wales, for example we had 13
NN members. Most of these were noto-
naily mvelved e two branches. In fact these
branches relied entirely on comrades from
Swanses and Cardifl going vp the valleys to
servipe e, orgamse them, The other fac-
tor that kept them together was the regolar
appearance of The Colfier. which provided
an obvious focus Tor organisation and
activity.

Berween the end of 1974 and spring 1976
The Collier sas not publshed, With hind-
sight it was obwiously an act of crimingl
pughgence on the part of the 18 leadershipof
the tme to ditch The Collier—but with hind-

sight many things are obyvious.

By the early summer of 1976.the mistake
had been rectified and The Collier was star-
ted again.

But m ust 18 months the objpobive situa-
tion had changed dramatically, When the
Labour Goverpment came 1o power in 1974
they set about sweet-tulking the nuners.
Spage does noy permit an analysis here of
how that was done. Sutlice 40 say that the
miners” muscle statted 1o bouk o bit flabby,

CThe changed suuation partally explains
the fantastic drop in IS membership in the
pits between 1974 and 1976, 1 s further

e
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Drafi golicy on stapding candidates for execn-
tive and full time union positions including
local full time positions,

} MNa-ane showld <tand for  ans
exceutivedulb-ime nutional vmon pomition
without Central Commtier agreement
2. Mo-one should stind without full discus-
st an the retevant traction
300 Al candidatos must produce election
addresses. Those should be druwn up by the
relevant fraction commntee and submitted
i the Central Commities for approval
4. I a candidate o elected, each fracvon
must set up o consultation with the Indus.
triat Uﬂparlmcm A serves of regulel meetrips
between the elecied membuer and other expe-
rignced members of the fraction
§. The decston o stand someony 1or fo-
election needs 1o be discussed and decded in
the same way cach time thy guesiion comes

p.

fnose points were agreed by the Jast Natro-
nal Commitiee meetug ard will be rased
agan a1 Conterence

i

il SWP

students and indostrial work

Sypyep the 19RO onterenve student comrades

have been enconraged to furm college Bran-
s and 1o buld BWSU groups 10 GTganise
Gt perphery e the volleges who agree with
the s polries of “Socsahist Worker but o
pet feel comentied enough 10 j0m the SWE.

Woknn  thie perspeciee padusirial work of

SWP students was 10 be {rom iasde their
volleges, arguing lor fimancial help to sine
kers, support for preket bnes, e10 as 4 means
of winming our pabbical arguments amongst
students, Thas perspective of work witho the
ges has undoubiedly been proven cor-
cect, those colleges i which student comra-
des  have seen thew  prmary  political
responsibility as bemng work in the coliege
seeing substantial recrutment 10 the SWp
and 1o SWSHO,

Dunag the same time, however, the work
of many SWP students sutside the college
has peen hmmited and sporadic. many student
comrades beeommg “thirty week soctalists
with Bitle o no contact with the party durng
weoatiens dn part the lack of acinan of st
dent coarades cutside ther colleges has
been due 1o the dewnturn i the Tevel of the
s strig che but s also reftects the halure o
the party, both nanondlhy and localiv. ©
prodiee detatled perspeciives for the w urk of
srudents canside then colleges Untenunat-
ey the document “Student work in the come
g vear’ o the August 1B continues this
tatture and provides only a one-sided pers
peciive Ter the work of student comrades
Whereas the docoment prowides a detaled
perspective for work mude the college 1 far-
led 1o provide any perspective for the work
W srudent comrades oulside therr colleges

Sgudents make up approximaiely  one
et of the membership of the SWP and so
thetr ovel of actovay and onentation to work
outside e colleges is crucial 1 the effective-
ness of the sarty as a whole. Because they
fave more e tme than other party mem-
bers students, together with unemployed
comrades. have to carry a large proportion
of the work maintzining regular factory SW
salps. the distribution of bulletins ete. The
faer that the magority of curindustral work
s sl from the outside makes this work
deubly important. In the past, however, the
conflict of demands between this work and
work within the colleges has caused a great
disagreement beoween student comrades and
the rest of the party. One “solution” to this
cordhet has been the failure of some areas 1o
tahe student work seriously and the conse-
guent lack of systematic work i thetr colle-
gos by suide © comrades in these areas, This
results 1n & :osure 1o Tecrul students to the
pafty and in a few vears means the absence o
any WP presence in those colleges. gven
when there 15 o strong SWP organisation
outside. At the other extreme some student
branches exist in almest total isoldrion from
work outside the college. This results in a

" squandering of much needed personpower, -

Srowng mistrust between student and wor-
comrades. the Ladure of students 1o
develop o 1otal undercianding of vur polities
and the danger of a rampant workensm
armongst those o rades who feel that stu-
dent members have aothimg o contribute to
the bubthing of the paris

in the comung sear i must be a3 magor
privnty 1o avoid beth these mistakes and o
papgrate all student comrades into the
industiial work of the party without distract-
g trom sostematic work mthe colleges.
Studernt comrades must, as a political requi-
rement, parncipate fully in the work of their
focal branches  As a pumprum this means
that every student comrade must take partin
one SW factory sale and one SW town or
estate sale a week. This 15 necessary notonly
1o maintan the level of systematic actvity of
the party needed o rebudd our periphery but
i adse required i the hght of the expected
continmng dechne wy student mibtancy.

Fhe wiegrahon of student comrades into
the ndustrial work of the party wall not,
howevet. tuke place mereh by sinting the
level of gotiviny reguired from student com-
rades. Without imvolving ¢ff student comra-
des 1 the political ite of their local branches
sueh reguests tor acti ity outside the college
are seen as an upreasonable addition tw thedr
work foad and are evther wnored or are the
cause of vonfhiot between student © ad worker
comrades. The present sguation mn some
parts ot the country in which student orans
ches exit i molation from local branches
with co-ordmaten hetween branches taking
the torm o1 a 1strect Commutiee and the
secastonal Districr Aggregate has fasled to
produce integration and mvolvement of stu-
dents in the work of their tocal branches,

This 1 o0 no way an argument {or the
disscdution of student branches but rather
for the ew.ablishment of orgamisational pro-
cedures that encourage both the systematic
activity of students i their colleges and in
their localities. District Aggregates have to
take place frequently und student comrades
have to be educsted by regolar contact with
worker comrades w understand that acuviy
outside the college » not an addiiion to their
poliical work but an uiegral and essential
part of that work. without winch they remain
student  wubitants but  pot . revolutionary
sociaises, District Commitiees in argas with
student branches must draw up perspectives
for tocal activity which are based on the full
integration of student comrades and do not
use students as » mere addibon in personpo-
wer m isolation from the ufe of the party in
that district. Distnict Comitiees Bave 0
regutarly discusy student activity so that they
have a realistic understanding of the capabi-
tites of student branch members 1o under-
take work outside the college and relate
student actrvity mnside the college 1o panty
activity outside. An aim of the social life of
such districts should be o integrate students
and workers, Finally SWSO and the party
centre” must do evervihing necessary 1o
ensure that student comrades remain in con-
tact with the party during vacations.
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Problems of United
Front Work
Central Committee

The Evelution of the Labour Pariy,

inthe spring ¢ # 1979 the Labouy Parey. domy-

nated by the Callaphan-Healey right wing,
poliod it's lowest share of the 1otal vote in s
general election sinee 1931 individual merm-
Wz‘@hip haddechmed o bstween s guartes and
a fiih of the f»tvrmm it wmd 1 1%
well over a million
real {papery members

The periormance of the Labour left i the

s 197478 was paihencally feeble The

“zﬁmg et Oncluding Foor, Benn, Share
and Sikang all beld office i the mos rght
wing povernment since the war pror to
Thatcher,

By the Autumn g cevtain reaction was
appareat, The el revived. Choosing to fight
on the somcalled “constitutional” ssues; resp-
tection of MPs, contral of the election mani-
festo, election of party leader, they carried the
1%7% conference agamst the right in severa
votes. This wear the Conferzoce realfivmed
compul reselection of MPs and voted
apaIn a "wider franchs 3t teadership
elections (hy o harsbreadoh) but failed 1o
agree on a method or realising o

New withstanding the fairly acoidental
character of the results tthe lef victorvon the
leadership isste s said 1o have beendugtothe
absence of the two leading right wing officals
of the Bodermaressy thee are probably irre
versible in the sease the right 15 now
forced 1o fight on the method of implement-

them rather than for the status gua,

“he question s how significant al this isin
terms of a real shift o the feft by the labouy
party. Certamiy the nght is far from being
decisvely defeated. The PLP electuon for jeu-
der, outcome bnknows at the tme of writing.
 an ndianon of this, Significantly onb
Benn of the leading iefts has repudiated it

Still we mus: reckon on a continuing strug-
glem the Leboy Party and the possibility of its
bemng (temporars v “destabilised” as the rele
able  alternatve  governmem  of British
capitalism.

The labour party probably bas some 50,000
plus aotevs tlefined on the basis of 2 low
tevel of gouvity) Inspite of an wdluy of Troo
entrists and ex revoluionaries there 5 no
refiable indicanion of anv markedgrowth
here. However this does not mean that the
arguments especially of the Bennite lelt are
confined 1o a smallish airgle

On the eontrary they undoubtedly reach o
much larger laver, especially in ihe unions
Most of the people we work with and will be
working with are influenced by them in vary.
ing degrees. The mediacampaigns against the

21

then this trend.

SR 1 WOTTH Tt
bkl of the 70s there
bt in thie balanoe

iF beft e ondy sty
mrraticiory d
g b e the second
was § marked shdt o the

of forees i the mon Kersrchies Gn general)
Neverthelogs the H sdopted the essentals

wormc S trategy befors
et Tell, This dhu
soaH rationaly
mo means parncalacly et but o alse
podbsal bankru of the
Conght, winel has pot Been able
Lisge any coherent policy alternative.

w ihe 1 abour par v too has mwpmi the
AES (and wihout a card vored sm spars of the
fact that the nght koows that i1 s mwm,m‘
tabde 1o the rating class under present oo, am-
stances. Confliots are being bult . confhels
which will also have thesreffect iy terms of the
thinking of active trade unionists ovey the
next lew vears.

Nw :ﬁmrnyxm v

rates mw ‘M‘z wing' ¢

The positive side of all
and it s a very imporiant side s a degree of

this for the 8WP,
r&wwa Hicisation of 4 substantial layer of wor-

keos. The polivies are roformst but they are
alser, by thetr nature, oppositional.

Fhis gives we excellent opporiumites o
interven® with our ideas. %’smmwemhwmw
ter the pxtent that we are sec» as 4 foroe and
thas depends, above all, on the development
of woint activities of many onds with lebiward
moving people. The guestion of unied front
work isgoingto be exceptionally importany in
the period abead.

The United Eromt Tactic-—Basic ldeas
We did not, of course, mvent sthe sdea of the
untted froptapproach. twasdeveloped. long
age. by the Communist parties before they
succumbed to Stalinmsm. Trotsky explained
the matter as follows
“The progress of the class towards class
concigusness, that s, the bnlding ofa revo
THTIRLY péﬂ“f}z/. o Ci,}i‘ﬂpfe}f’& amd a contradic
tory process. The olass 15 not homogenous
gifferent sectons arvive ot classconoous-
 paths and at different nmes.
Hw Bourgeoisie parucipates actively in this
Dy Withinthe working cluss i oreptes s
own nstitutions. or miilises these already
existing 11 order 1o oppose certain straty of
workers aganst others, Within vhe working
class o cregles 15 owe ipsttutions, or utilises
those already exstng, w onder 0 oppose
certain strata of workers agamnst others.
Within the proletanat seversl paries are
active at the same tige, Therefore, for the
greater part of s political journey n remains

{X«

split politeally.
Bui the profetanat moves towards revolu

HonEry congiousness not by passing grades in
sehieo] but by passing through the class strug-
ghe, which abhors imterrupuoens. To fight, the
probelarial must bave unity in its ranks. This
holds true for partal economiic conflicts
within the walls of & sing’e factory as well as
such “national’ batdes as the one 1o repel
Fascism, Conseguentlv:, the wctic of the -
ted fron: 15 not sumething accidental and artifi-
otgl - g cwnning manoewvre - not ar all 1
ariginated entively and wholly in the objecrive
conditions governing the develspment of the

» rsanderstood.

First, it s now a subsirure for botidimg the
vy, it 15 @ meany of building the party. a
great d srse has beon put abopt on
it i 1980E Thus the MO durimg is Sociahist
phase continually denounced us as
ccapsy we would pot mmmer;w

Lemity”

sectarmar
OHLEE DALY Y
Trving boo promeele.
tende has, a% ds real common
ground, a sharp hostt o the sirugghe to
budd a powerful revolutionary party —which
#valls sectaran’

Real sectananism s abstention from the
aviual struggles gomg on, onthe grounds that
they are not “pure’. In s move extreme forms
it leads 1o a purely propagandistic approach
pobitics combained with virulent denuncia-
non of Phose who try to work in the actoal
struggles tor all manner of sins.

To understand the absolute necessity of
building the party, in our case the SWP, has
nothing whiatever 1o do with sectarianism. It
% the mark of pohineal serousness,

But sn't there a comradichion belween
saving that the unied front tactic is central
andd, a1 the same time, speaking of the abso-
fute nevessity 1o buuld the party?

Mo, because we envisage the butiding of the
party i straggle. We do pot, in any actual
struggle—at Gardiners at the moment for
expmphe-—ariificially copnterpose  the
growih of the party tothe immediale need for
a fighting wmty i action. We fight 1o create,
that unity which is essential 1o win the dispute
a0t at the same Yrmymk g attract people 1o
the SWP on the batis our activity and ideas,
¢ hasis that we are the best, most serious
tighters as an organivation and not ssmply as
nchvaduals.

Mor i3 there a contradiction between our
penuine and wholehearted commument o
aparticolar struggle (eg the anti-missile cam-
pasgny and our determingtion to strengthen
the W in the course of it

The party is pecessary 10 win op any but a
purely epusodic basis, oven partial abms which
fall tar short o soclism.

Kost of those we work with do not under-
stand or do not accept this, or they adhere 10
the tabour Party o some »ther bocty, Thatis
the nare of the case with united Front activ-
iy, We donot &pmmmh them on the pasis of
an ultimatume-oin the Sariv of you are no
good, That s sectanan stupidity, We seek

rather to show the relevance of cur politics in
the vourse of the struggle and to win people on
that basis.

For this, the wmdependens presence of the
party 5 essental. Whatever orgamsational
compromases may be necessary i various
operations, the SWP gy suck must always
advocate openly us whole pelinical postion.
we do not decetve our remporary ailies {that s
the essence of the frontism’ the CP used 1o
practice and o s always counter productive)
by representing ourselves as other han we
are.

Becond, the umited

dentity s the various Tronts” it was
Mhe whole “fragments’
wﬁ?;

AL

fron tactc s always
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sitted a1 creating some kind of gethinio the
foass emovermenl, A gnied Boos for propee
ganda imalways wenng in WM};:@M‘* hremgree-
ment berween shwall growes, for whatever
FRBSon, & oo 5 poted frontbedess it Canlead
e drawing much bvger sumebes int somme
Find of action

The fundams mm abk

: ~v~mam«a‘1 ) ﬂws“ %mvmw
fiy zmm M Wk poweye-i5 incrbased
s o 0ot spoept this have o
Hec the ABC of communist polinics.

comrse, CmEss’ 1% oA relebive term. bt
BHS. U HET PEESENT Situwiin, real Torges
bevon our ranks. And xbﬁ:wz Torees will b
det refvrmist mfluence Invarving degrees.
o th it vhit the mmamw m h&g by our

% rube o s am”’%
a1 &%i‘mmw R

% msm gmw
o correct)

v. The 2{:1’1:

ctbvie’ mmrm
o ke working chiss :
R u mw‘ W '?mm e

mimg class mwtz}ﬁm'
thie Labour right, their
wee o the lelts 1o compro-
Livvem their potitie
1) they alwavs tend to

on aperation is always, by
demired ends . ends that we
it ""w%‘ Mim’w

g
Tanged

s plTsverat] s
rednrtriingg m»e agm*m ot b limvied
umsdher o0l presssice) ’%w R
wm them because they will
ses ends but i g only o, the

Fresent wumwa the
(?\&,iz*pa@’%; s

wries und the right wang, The
Gre of the ;zrm cor b el to events

= mﬁwmrmam

8 W 15
gmz:z:g:z foon work mow mgzmmmg up

S muchk for the general considerations.
We biave also cenisin conorett ekperiences.

Pracrice ghways differs rom general theory
iwe the conorelr corcumslances are
atways more or s saigne. Soour experien-
spited front work o deie all, in ope way
spil CaLiTes,
st rak and 1
based on the um«m fromt 1
oy the lust b cade, the nghtward doft
ol-the trade umion lefis have wroed mos of
?ham e gnmm of %WF’ i xmwm asnd wvm-
3 a matter of
o muy have
T RHBALION
es ~the fracy

Z&“’Lﬂ} BT wm
been made—bar o

In presen. zmmmm
aepgt ok on the lo f
brpsden rank z.mé i
Charser erveniion
zmz M&mzm 3

FLHYS

[ {i"m

ervenin thal
i e Oardoers

aﬂx“pman

Right to Work

The Raght w ¥ork Campaign was our
earliest substantial sndsustainedatiomprata
gomeral woned front Bowas lsunched Gn late
1918 wre vime whenshedownturnand
gyent rightward 5 WeTE g
amd whep a sertion ¢
Wk sptenmbing w it
e rightat the endof 1974
WP fropy by the OP, the
omr ex-members, the p
promoie the activity {The
sarty 19763, which depended #l

e

A ES

ng ey ka
port and sstablish o
vhemriy mmm the 5% } mm

Pmmw mm wd mw pmam B ores
estaby

the broadest support
thus %mmﬁmzi} m%’m Hrehe foroes :
abike 1o mobilse arow
well exereded those 1
mised independenth

The ANL had a o fzwmm G
et that i proved po
than & token numiw:,
early stage. Thus b
the BTWC
LAPCUBBLATICCS

The ANL
left MPs ete and the SWP for 5 vers himred
avm o fight the NE. As with the BTWO our
commades did the donkey work but the hlock
was able 1o attract forces well bovond the
dfawing capacity of either ¢
thedr v, ] aw*‘zm%w Tanic
of an effective ypited frons

A feature of the ANL was that we felt
ssseniial 10 retain & sizenbde mfluence on the
‘maching because of the need 1o prHvET he
whole operation m:mg derailod by ulira-lefy
gyhmwm{mgw srstitutionsl opports-
pigss, The decision was sbsohurely right in he
RECUInStanTes

ELWERTY VAU

LR«
Esptatiig it

Bogh the RTWO and the ANL are exmme
sucepssiul united Tront operetions,
7 b mechamically copied, precis-
every sitnanon hes  specisl

g"eﬁﬁ’ﬁ o
Mgther ¢

4 pemergl proposition we must seek o put
aurselves g the centre af . sigmificant apve-
ment gf pppesition o e Tores, national and
Laegh, when ever we possbly van.

Therpiore we hgve toinvolve oursetves iy united
frons work. hoth informal gnd formal, whinp-
LOP My o.y;;mm?m or fal? - oportenity aifers.
This will swvolve learning how 1o dead in proc-
2 w vir s pitfalls thar it inevirgbly
: i wm rere und detatled diseussion and
"‘M?ﬁj{ﬁ* uf experiences will be necessary in
But the gregrest danger is 1o fail o
invirfved

ti s

UCPI0000016148/83




Anti Nazi Work
Central Committee

Last year's conference documem conchuded:
“Although we have been reasonablv success
ful in checking the Nazis this time. the eco-
nomic and social conditions i which mm'
coald floursh still exist and indeed will gt
worse. The ANL thersfore has to aim 1o
mmintam is e intact and be in g post-
tion 1o respond should the need arise.”

The economic and sooal conditions have

worse. The Nazis are growing. How
uld we respond?

The evidence for the growih of the
fascists—despite the sphits and demorahisa-
tiop following the General Blection——is now
visible and widespread. There is an increased
amount of racist and fascst graffisn, more
fascist publications are being oirculated,
mote leaflers are beng distributed. There
would seerm (o be an increase © racist and
ante-gay violence, and s number of attacks on
seciphists and meetings have been réported
recertly. The number and e of lag s
ches Bas increased
The continued prowth of the Nazs will
depend, 1o large measure, on the scale of
working class resistance 1o the Tories and
employers. The Right to Waork March and the
oecupation of Crardners assist, ina small way,
the struggle agsinst fasasm. However, in
treating the sewers we cannot aflord wignore
the rats. I we do they will increase ¢ s mmber
dm% become 2 bigg ser threat af a later date,
inre deahing with how we respond, let's
sider the specific features of the MNew
Growth of the Nazis

L Size-and penvrranion. The ANT pushed the
NF back mrothe gutter of British politics
they are still there, We branded them as Mazis
and they bave a long way 1o go before they
regam their popular appeal. That success i3
particularhy evident w umions ke the D
and on the raiiways. We pstimate that the
total mumber ni card-car sang fascists (1 the

P

order of 5000 (taking sccowm of those with
dual membershipl That compares with
about 15000 i the NT ai their heigh, with
another 10,000 plusin the WPeto. But we have
to be careful,. as there are signs, the seoent
Hoxwon demo for example, that some of the
eadder faspists are prepared 1o craw! back ot
of the woodwork

2. Yourh Onr big problem s that the Mazis are
atyracung a good deal o support from work-
ing class white vouthin manyareas. Manvare
not formally members of Naziorganisations.
There 5 a sirong cubtural element i the

hooliganism.
sk Flinh . o & problem for the {asoisis m
wineag youth support. Underpuiong sl
this 5 a8 o y
(o thie estabdishoment. In some areas, the
L the Anti-Paki League, o now said 1o

ni-Pohice Le Anarchisttivoe
1t 3 can  be fasiend
serEwlings,
Srgamsing RAR gigs ek the Youth rather
than for the Youth) and lealletiing football
matches, doles and partoularly  schoels
should be undertahen, We st v W break
association of fasvism with shnheads.
v were a number of skins on the Rightw
Work mareh fmany s would term then
redekins!) Most of all we have to relate 1o the
vouth on the basis of oneeestghlishnen:
gerion. Action dirgcted a1 the bosses, Tores
and pobicr, not the blacks.

The RTWC and NUSS provide the best
vehicles for such action. The comrade who
thy-posted a Right 1o Work Campaign Octo-
ber Hith posier alongside an AN Keepthe
Bazis O the Swreers poster had the right
whead, There are contradictions involved in
the Nazis atsraciing working class vouth, The
BM. Tor mstance, recognise that their skin-
head support will frighten off potential peity
bourgeows and older working class members,
They are prepared to accept this for the time
boipg, and countenance the possibility of
using vouths as a flving-picker 1o break
sirikes an the future, thereby winning back
some of the pb. support. MNevertheless, ﬁiw
support that the BM and NF are :
from youths (some quite voung) is 4 problem
o us now. This i not least because the kids
who are atiracted towards the Nawis are the
same rebellious mdividuals that we want 1o
draw towards the 8WP, The responsibility
for ths work cannot be feft inthe hands of our
few school student members. 30 vear old are
just g5 good at handing cut leaflefs as | 3 vear
olds!

I Propagande WF aswellas BM publications
have become increasingly antbsemitic. The
old conspiracy theories and examinations of
Hitler's record have been wotted out. In
terms of agitation the Nazs have trieg 1o
relate to the onss with stogans tike: ‘Brinsh
jobs for Briush Workers” (NF at Corby in
parts culary, "Ban all foreign trade’ (particu-
lariy MNF in Hully “ad ‘Stop the degenera-
ton  of  MNorthers  mdusuy” (BM
Dewsbury), ANL propagands will have o
relate to these arguments.

4. Intermationg!, The atrogities 1n Bodo
Murmch and Paris have rege mz«mwdaumz et
with the rse of fascism. We must try w rélate
ter that concern and point ouwt the Hnks bet-
ween the orgamsations responsible for those
atrocies and the NF, BM and League of St
Creorge in this country.

& Fislence, The increased level of violence
assciciated with the Mazs has already been
mentioned. Much of the violence seems to be

spontanecus, but 4 servis Lo provide xcite-
ment il Aty which are unportant
elements m holding vouth supporters. Cur-

rent levels of vielence also help o prepare
voung fascists psvehologeally for more eold-

hlooded, planned acts ke those on the conbi-
nent. Rtareage and octanonal use of aroms by
“azs o 1E antry, coupled with the
meremsed vinlence and the evers m BEurope,
rake atrooses more kel i COUDLEY,
There 15 no pomt an becomnng hysterseal . .
very sile can by done onee g bomb has been
plan What we can o sowork o reduce
support for the Mazs, and gasure that there s
A maEssve outhurst in reACTION To ARy 81r0City.

Much more of a probiom s the wiolence
which usually alfects we now, Clearly, we
must take proper precauiions i stewarding
mreLings, gIgs, eie. In some areas paper sales
and leatletting will have w be better orga-
mised, ipvolving more people. Theseactivities
shroilel ot be o ven simply a5 chores, but also
as o means of inwolving wider lavers. Afiera
P meeting was attacked, recently, the par-
teypants undersiood much better the impor-
tance of the united front! Where black people
ar gavs organise seil-defence we should offer
our support, and urge irade urion support
through funding and mvelvement., When
comrades are attacked the bigges: mistake is
ter do pothmg and hope the problem will go
away-—~that will only give them confidence
ared demoralse our members.

Much more important s the way we react
politically 1o acts of viclence against our
people-—thev must be publicised in leaflets,
press, mectings etc and used as the eatalyst loy
#eounter-offensive, involving more peoplé in
leatlertng and (hopefully ) sweeping them off
the strests. [shouold be made clear that weare
apposed 1o ouy members and suppoTters
sngaging i unprovoled acts of violence
against Nazns(or peoplewho look like Mazis),
T hits wil] only lead to retahation, usesliy ara
higher level, We are more susceptible 1o such
spirals of violence than they are, because we
feed on class struggle and open campaigning
whereas they feed on fear and violence, We
reman i support of atempts 1o stop dhem
marching, mecting, orgamsing, setling orlea-
fiersing. I situations where we cannotafford
1o do thus for (e fear of attacks on our sales,
v will peed 1o go away and build up the

ary support first,

sir often comrades Uy o oreac W
speciic acts, without taking account of the
general cont The general context s oneof
inereasing Maz senvity. Unless we reagt by
developing generalised, aunve oppositon,
Mazr mnmdation 15 bound to incregses and
haraper our work.

BM The main features of nazi growth

outhaed  aboveevouth, violence. ppenty
Mazy dermtfication—are reflected in the

growth of the Britsh Movememnt. The scale
of the growth is not vet clear. In Dewsbury,
they attracted only 40 sympathisers and weee
unabie to march. In Wel elling, they were joined
by 3(%(} Gmostly local) voungsters, Neverthe-
bess we must take account of the BM in our
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propiganda snd organismg. In the lonjer
term thie MF are probably the bigger threat
They are sl the largest Nazi organtsation,
and they will probably heve less diffioulty
ihan the BM in broadening the social basis of
their organisation

The ANL response

H the AN did not exist we wonld have 1o
~reate i Revolutionaries have abuays favoy-
red unity in wction and the development of a
united from orgasisation in the fight aganst
tasism. This & parily because it strengthens
the struggleagainst the Nazis; partly because
withe long rerm it will assist us in drawing
Support wway om the reforinists. Natig-
nalty the ANL is ourbest link withthe OP and
the Labour left: locally this is o ton also the
case. The working class movement has been
strengthened enormoushy By ourcreation ol g
single organising snd vosordinating centre in
opposition 10 the Mazis. ¥ is of great impor-
L §oous and the movementas g while that
whatever the levél of stroggle against the

Muagis we remmn the ANL, nationally and’

tobally, 1 9 sufficient state to respand to
ingreasing Max activity,

Below 15 3 statemment from the ANL steer
ing committes. It contains a perspective for
an amereased level of ANL aciieity and
improved orgamsation. We intend that the
statement will be arculated widely within the
movement toalert people 1o the present prob-
lems and the need for a response. 1t is worsh
adding a fow words:

-Propagande. A al leatlet and a schoul
students leaflet ointly with Nt 353 are in
preparation. Weare planning lesflets on the
BM and an unemployment. We wouldliketo
procdues deaflers directed at biacks, trade
wrremasts, and football supporters. We gre
also prodducing tw new posters. Whetherwe
are ahle 1o produce more posters, leallers snd
badges depends partly an receiving good,
powertul designs andpartly on TOnEY

2. L oHMIEr-ileng i Conter-
mstalsations vemain important for the ANL
- butthere s 8 problem. Local harn-out in
Opposition to the Nagis has mostybeen good
on recent demos eg Catford, Nunealton,
Dewsbory, Welling: but support from the
SWPand ‘hard’ ANL members has declined,
particularty m Londen. Approsching 3000
supported the Southwark mobilisation, there
Awere about 2000 a1 Carford, under 200
Hoston {admittedly with Jitthe notice) and
aboptbiliar Welling, In that time thecentre's
wommtment 10§ large mobidisation bas
weveased as the threat has become miose
evident.

The SWE s in Favour of aktacking Maw
demos, and where possible stoppi A in
pracise, the scale of police mobilisgtion, piar-
tewlarly o London, prévents. this from
aceurring. Weshould bequick rotake agvan-
wge of opporiunities if they arie: butcomra

- des shoukd nottuer on the organisers if they
don’y, s we sgvely have the numbers 1o really
take the iniilative—even Leicesterowed ator

o good fortune! bn par the answer o the
problem bes in working for bigger mobiliss-
wions. That cannor be done by entargng the
catchupent. area thet SWFP members are
expected to come from--that is substitatio
mist and produces diminshingeeturms. Itean
anly be done by involving people ovtside the
Party, Le. as part of the process of rebuilding
the AML. In part the answer also Hes in
recogmsing  that  we  support  counter-
mobilisations for seasonsinaddition o phys.
seally senashing the bastards. Forinstance, 4t
Weiling, ithere had been nomobilisation the
Police would have marched the Nazis past

. Welling Corper and along the main roads. As

‘aresult they would have gained greater conls
dence, and our activists armd black people
locally would have been demoralised and
begun 1o regard Welling 85 a “no-go’ area. In
the end wescoreda partialvictory by mobilis-
g greater numbers than the 8M and by
ogcupying Welling: Corner. Nagi marches
willinevitablybeafocusforanti-fascistactie
ity whether we make theor-so or not. We
should messure the sucoess of counter-
mobilisations in terms of strengthened ANL
organisation, people drawn intocontact with
and closer 1o the SWP {particularly Blacks)
amnd the confidence of pur agtivists compared
with theirs, aod not just i terms of the 1
ber of bricks thrown, We are fighting 2 war,
not-just a succession of battles,

3, Everns

 The ANL is planning an Intermational ann-

Fascist Rally rotakeplace at the beginning of
December 1o London. We hope 1o have
major speakers from Italy; France and Ger-
many. The vally will publicise the links ber-
ween the different fascist organisations. In
the new year the ANL intends to hold amajor
Youth conference against Fascism,

4. Organisarion. Nationatly, OTRAIBSHLION i3
atready being mproved. The AN has a new
office and new organisers. Time will baveyo
be spent i improving funding, perticutariy
through affilations and bankers orders,
Hopefully SWP mentbers will take advan-
tage of the bankers orders 1o obtain reguiar
ncome fromsympathisers who wouldn't reg-
alarly contribune 1o the SWP.A full, nationa
vonference of the ANL is planned for the end
of February,

Most imporabt i what happens m each
tocality. It s erucial that each areastows hay
4 AN L SECTRTATY S EUn R OT - SOMEONE PED-
ple localivean turs to anyvthingin paricular
happens and someone the ANL Office can
turn 1o o respond 1 natonal/ regional inia-

atives. In some aress that will be the hmit of

organisation for much of the tme. In other
wreas it will be appropriate 1o have more
aotive  groups/commitiees  mesting  say
monthly, More important are the peopic who
can beinvolved inactivitiese g.in rESpOnNSE 1o
counter-demos, focal pickes, leaflening,
pai-outs, fly-pesting, defence of meetings.
We should always be looking 10 involve new
people in the ANL--at the moment that
means vouth particularty

This articlehas not deall withthe Maz;mal«
ity Act, deportations et They we. be
covered in another article on Racism and
Black Work. ‘

This article has amed at arguing for
increased ANLactivity inresponsetothe new
growth of the fascists. We do not expect mf,t
ANL 1o return to the TE/9 scale of
aperation—=ihat 15 neither DECESSArY or pos-
sible, We do expeet the ANL 1o be taken
seripusly by every districtand branch. Weare
nost the ém!}.‘ ones concerned about the Nazis,
In the process of working with others whe
share ourconckrn{possibly for different reas-
ong} we ¢an eApr ol 1o recruit some-—this is
particularly important wich black people and
school students,
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Womens
Perspoctive
by Central
Committee

B alresdy s trussm thar the crisis hits
women workers harder than mes. Theis
double role, as workers in industey and i the
home, lays them open 1o double the number
of attacks from Tories,
Waomen are often on the re
the Tory attacks on workers. The § wploy-
ment At with its restrictions on picketing,
the closed shop and matermity leave will

Jnean that in many of the smalt and/or bady

{ppanised workplaces where women have

biten traditionally worked, conditions will

- become worse. Many partime jobs are being
hit by the growing wave of redundancies and
dosures announced daily.

The official unemplovment figares stand
at over 2 milion. Many women don't bother

JJo sign on as they aren’t eligible for benefir,

i Privacy {in WV estimated that the real
Hgures incliuding those women are another
half milon. Cash Hsts in the public sector
will hold womens wages down, while much
of the private sector also looks Jike seithing
well below the rate of inflation. All of which
means real povorty since one in every two

crking class Tamilies rely on the womans

go 10 keep above the poverry limit,
oowormen seek comfort from the
sogtal services. Benefits are being kept at
fower than the rate of inflation which means
cuts m real terms. Child benefit increases by

& miserly “5p. Prescription charges, rises

chool dinsers, incresse 1o VAT

3!t menns more cuts i already
depleted famiy budgets,

The scenes at 51 Benedicts i recent weeks
show the determination of the Tories in clos-
ing hospitals. Many of the patients are exped-
ted to go back “into the cormmunity’ . i ather
words o the home 1o be cared for by
women,

The response from the working class

©omovement, and from women within 2 1o
these attacks has been some responses in the
pubhic sector, there has not been a genera-
hised fHghtback. Just as there have not ver
been occupations of factonies against redun.
duncy and closure, so wamen have not beep
fighting the ending of rewilight shifts.

" There have been small protests in localities
over ¢losures of hospitals, schools, transfer
of teachers, visits trom Tory minksters, many
of which have been hvely and militant, but
tittle activity based in the workplace,

ceiving end of

The Worens Movement

The womens movement in Britain has been
aroumd over en years now and, tomposed of
edugated and manly professional women, i
sizeable and conlident. Au the start 1 adenti-
freed and was involved with strikes like the
earty egual pay ones and the night cleaners
Cortainly up ull the nud T0s—a period of

upward class struggle and Tory
govermment-~the W8 wentified  clearly
with the working ¢lass movement

The erisishas not enfortunately passed the

WM by, and today its position is much more
equivocsl, Activity of any sort, and often
especiadly activity round strikes apd other
workers dssues, 5 aow oftep low on the
agenda. Consciousness raising-—always cen-
tral 1o the womens povement-—has now
besn rased o the only principle for many
women, This reflects itsell in increased
emphasis recently {even from  socialistg
inside the movement) on “patrigrehy” as some-
ething distinet from class society, on the need
o fight patriarchy as well as (or even, instead
ofy capitalism and the nesd 1o seproate
women out from the struggles of men in
order o -develop their own consciousness,

Emphasis on patrisrchy leads 1o the sorts of

reformust conclusions or worse that we saw

at the Beyond the Fragments conference, Of

course the patrisrchy/capitalismn analvsis
fits i with such organisations as the Com-
mumst Party.

A secordd feature of the W has been the
failure of the movement o come 1O Teins
with the first woman prime mi v Binge
Thatcher election, many women in the
mipvement have refused 1o attaek her on the
grounds that such an attack is an attack on
all women. The WV badge “Thascher degra-
des women” is our respodse to that, The
attacks on womes by ber show that she
doesn't act in the interests of women, but in
the anderest of ber own class——a class o
which we {and many woren in the WM are
totatly opposed and which we want (o
overthrow.

However, that such an argument car play
such an important role shows the nward
looking nature of much of the WM today. It
renders the vast majority incapable of being
active mn the class struggle and in general
anti-Tory campaigning,

Significantly, many .ections of the WM
were not involved in its most successful cam-
paign over the last year. the Campaign
againgt Corrie  This campaign involved
more Tusts, more working class women,
larger demonstrations and more militant
acton, It also defeated the bitl Yei what was
lacking i many areas was the active partici-
pation of mdividuals in the WM It was left
to members of soctalist orgamsations and
small numbers of radical feminists 1o make
the running.

Prospects

The suuation & not easy for us but it does
aresent U with many opportunibes, We
kenow that women are undas attack. We have
wotry W be part of the fightback against
thase attacks, however fragmented and how-
ever small, The sstuation and our size means
thai we cannot mitiate our own campaigns
very often. Instead what we have tried 1o do
movement which yoolved us and orgnaisa-
toms mch larger or more mfluential than
ug--trade union bodies, the Labour party,
the Compmmuust Party-—in  joimt  activity
round specific ani-Tory acnvity aimed ar
petting the Tories out, We know that in such
# situation farger numbers of people van be
savolved and within that framework we have
a wider audience (o argue our 1actics over a
campaign armd our general politics as well.
Such an approach is the Dost way we have of
building Womens Votce a1 the present time.

As we predicted a vear ago, WV has not
grown in leaps and bounds. We knew that
the situation did not allow that. However we
Have been able to maintain our paper sale,
and our membership, that we had pre-
wiously. WV s now the ‘only other regular
monthly womens paper apart from Spare
Rib. Our WV groups are small bt they exist:
i a few areas we have lost groups. in a few
other areas we have built new ones out ofthe
tast vear. Ant-Tory campaigning over the
next few months grves us a focus to work
round and the chance of gaining many new
contacts and new readers for the paper, We
have 1o grasp those opporiun'™ 5 even
though they are small. The greatest danger is
that because WV is not at the centre of such
campaipns we will adopt a sectarian attitude
wiwards thern.

We need to do two things: firstly to builda
movement lafger than us which mvolves
women who are far from being revointiona-
Ties in @ campaign against the Tories, Within
that we ¢an win the best of those women to
active support for our politics, Seondly, we
need a polbinieal organsation which can
explain the onisis and provide an alternative,

We recognise that there are a minority of
wommen whe want o fight a1 proent. Wealso
recogmse that a large number of working
ass women are affected by the wives of
womens iberation, although they have never
come into comact with the movement itself.
Our aim has to be 1o draw the two strands
wpgether. Ovtober 10 45 the first inigative but
s hepelully only the tirst of many came
paigns agamst the Tories. We have o assess
now we have built for the 10th and how we
can build i furure. Every district has 1o look
1o it work among women and plan activity
around these, A few did this with the lotter
by Qe 10, butin most places 11 was left 1o the
WY groaps 1o visit contacts et
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Fhe NW Women Vioice rally agunst the
Tories i Sepembir 5 8 good exafaple 1o
draw Fromn. | be comrades got wgether on 4

Sigeding commitiee 1o coordinate, bur the
bt ol the work seems 1o haveg biven done in
Manchester. Momiis of pre paration for ihe
slly with sireel mesvings, consistent work
round two stvikes, Koty and Kir - Henrvs,
patienat voiting of contacts and serous polioe
val preparation for the day paid EH
wopeny attenided, from e good cross section
9t umons, meluding many non members of
WY wir SWP. Our politics bwhich siere never
bidden and indecd were emphasised by o
of thesprakersy cleardy fitted the PETIENEES
ol these pedple. On the one hand we pt
aposs the sooiohel answers, surh s wh ¥
unemployment. but we alo distinguished
ourselves from ne sectarians by haviag apit-
ationud work’ tooffer too. The rally showed
o awdience B there waing bou us 1o ke
the opportunity. We should vy similar focu-
s it other areas.

WY naguzine is alvo undergoing a change
because of the differemt polvical circumstane
ces wi are an. Faced with the orisis and the
Thatsher attacks we are having to provide
more polingal answers, such a5 articles on
the cold war or import controls, than we had
o aocouple of years ago. Pasticalarly when
the womens movement s i such erisis, our
chear political positions have made it easier
for ws 10 provide an aliernative.

We're i oa period where poliics bave 1o
wome 1o the fore, WP women have shown
that we have been able to initiate g suogessiut
paper, and an organisition of WV groups.
We haven't remained imune from the erisis
that bus it socialist organisations around
Barope over the guestion of Teminise, The
argument last vedr over what sort of WY
crgaimsation we sapted 1o bakd was about
previsely that. The activity around the Corric
wamspangn and now around Ooober 10
st that women cus be mobilised and are
wpen (o aur pobiticel ideas,

Phere are vanous thing COMIE up over
the next months, for enample & nations
wormens Hestival against the Tories, started
by varows sections of the womens movis
mend. We zansot afford 1o stand aside from
any actoeaty wihiseh wvolves some of the min-

3 1w want (o address oprselves po.
Wi need WV magarme 1o be able to relate to
AR RISH periphery and reach out 1o g pew
o atil we need the groups 1o give DY
CUE WO A tecus and giee them something
i Bring our few periphory 1o

T b dant arvabysis, our sutoess depends on
bow we san imvolve non people 10 ouy exisl-

Hg organisabion and win them 1o our pohii-

wheas, W will onby do oso i the wated
be Tories 1 our major work

UVET the vormiing months

PORE agasi

The Fight Against
‘Nuclear Weapons

Pete Goodwin

I anyone bad go. up at our last conference
and argued thar the fight against nuclear
i ns wonlkd A Iajor issue in the
‘poming vear they would probably have been
greeted with embarrassed silence. OFf course
vo-one did. "Ban the Bomb' had been asdead
a% o dodo since the mid sisties and there
seemed no reason 1o believe that it would
make even s modest resurrection,
Haowever, unnoticed by us, anather meet-
ingwas taking place at roughly the same time

as our confersnce which was to change all

this. It was a meeting of NATO representati-
wes whith teck the decision to deploy a new
generation of nue missiles in UBEurope
inctuding, of particular importance to us, the
deploymentof cruise missiles in Britain,

This decision sparked oif & revival of the
mavement agrinst nuclear weapons, And for
good reason. Because the new mussile G5~
fs, o partieular crwise, are inextricably
tl o new scenatios for nuclear war which
make the actual pressing of the buiton g
tatively more likely, Aside from this initial
spark the movement hias been further fuelled
by the degision of the GIY government 1o
spend £5000 mullior w update Britain's own
nuctear weapons sy stem with the Tridem
mssile, by the revelations abowt the govern-
ment’s ‘cvil defence’ plans and the general
wmeredse in internations) tension which we
have termed "the new cold war’

The revival of the movement hus peey
spectatular. Just to give some examples:
* Lt dess than a year EP Thompson's pamphi-
let Provest and Survive las gone through foyr
printings and is now 1o be published in éxpan.«
ded book form by Penguin with an initial
print erder of 30,000,
* Thompson has drawn big crowds a et
ngs with apparently very little organisation:
e.g. Bradford 700, Mewcastle 700, Lea-
mingion 300 etc. In each case we are talking
about the biggest left public meeting held in
the town for several vears.
* The film The War Game has been witlely
shown to big andiences: eg Liverponl,
Leeds, Birmingham-—the film was shown in
vach city hall a dozen-times in the space of a
fow weeks with audiences averaging 2 hun-
dred or more.
¢ The top subieot for resplutions a1 thas vear's
Labour Party Conference was defence and
disarmament, with over 130 resolutions
the subject, the overwhelming bulk of
called effectiv=ly for a unilateral renuneia-
tion by Britain of nucleat weapons. And the
conference carried a resolution 1o thiseffect,
This got tittde publicity in all the fuss about
the constitutional changes, but it should be
remembered that it is much the same a5 the
sesolution that turned the Labour Party into
turmoil at the high point of OND in 1960,
* Sigpificant demonsirations have pecurred
in g number of provincial towns: e.g. Mar-
chester, Blackpool, York, Liverpool and in
the velatively rural areas around the two
proposed Cruise missile bases. The demon-
stravion called in London ia June ontheissue
by the Labour Party drew 20,000 PO
sinituding the largest Labour Party mobilisa-
ton seen for some vears. Ar the tme of
writing (Oct {2} all the indications are that the
OND demonstration in London on Ot 26
will have at ieast double this number {traing
Wave been organised from half 4 dozen areas,
CNI nationally knew of arleasy 123 coaches)
and that there will be & big wrnom m& .
Scottish demonstration in Glasgow the day
before.
* Media coverage of the issue has besn sub-
stantial, e.g. the Pangrame debate, goad TV
news coverage of demonstrations, almost
daily coverage in the letters and feature pages
of The Guardian®

A small number of SWP comrades off their
own bat have beéen involved in the growing
movement from near the beginning, They
have found the experience extrerely fruitful
and i few areas bave actually been in the
leadership of the movement {e.g. Norwich).
But on the whole comrades have been
extremely stow 1o respond. It is only sineethe
beginning of October that we have started to
get a sigmificant number of meetings on the
subgect. And despite recent coverage in 8W
antd Socialist Review. the production of a
pamphlets and poster etg, many comrades
are stil} reluctant I3 move.

. UCPI0000016148/87

.



here are twa main reasons for this refuc.
tance, Both of which have 1o be argued out,

Fitst-of @l many comeades dismiss the
movemnent as ‘middle class’ % ondly many
comrades see it as a ‘diversion’ or a sl
option’.

The firs: argument bas gt least the merir of
some hall true impression to back it up. All
reporis of the varly mesting reveal that a hagh
proportion of the audience were inenthers of
the professions ¢ sachers, lectiers, soeial
wag*kz:m ereh and also thay they were heavily
weighted towards the age group late 36 and
above. Howsver even this would not be
gournds e ignore it Aferaliquitea lorofdur
menmbers are teachers, lecturers, social wor-
kerseté who weare absolutely clear shoukd do
umion work among their colleagues, so why
not political work on the issue that s mOving
them? But itis clear that the MOVEMEnt s now
puiling in substantiad nurber of students and
oung people in general, which makes it
ﬁ; madiately a key ssue for SWSO and Rebel,

otn also clear tiat the head of steam gene-
rated by the movement is bound t6 draw in
substaniial nuniber of maneal workers, who
after all puy the taxes for the bombs and #re
Jjustas likely to get fried by them.

Alangside ‘priority 1w industrial work® the
SWP has always had the equally important
motio, i 1t moves get stueh ' The ant.
missile movement is already moving iv 4 big
way. Like it or not, ‘middle class’ or pot, we
get stuck inor get left on the sidelines,

The second argument which comrades use
o justify their reluctar. 1o get invelved in
the anti-missile movement does not even
hve the merit of half-true observations, It is
iustplainsiily sectarianism. Far from beinga
“diversion’ or a *Soft Option” the fight against
nuclear weapons is intensely politieal, The
huge spending on weapons is the yltimate
sondemnation of capitalism’s wastefriness,
The destruction of bumanity that they trea-
is capitalism’s ultimate barbarism, The
ht against them iminediately raises ques-
tions crucial to our politics lke the nature of
the state, capitalism as 2 world system,

There is no doubs that if we get stuck injo
the movement we can very easily recruit out
of it and draw new people into our political
periphery through i1,
The fight against nuciear weapons
At the time of writing (Oct 1 2jour immediate
task is simply 10 get stuck in, This invelves:
ajHolding 8WP and SWSO mweetings on the
issue :
biSelling SW, other SW P literatare and inter-
vening in disucssion at CNDV/EMNDY wwn
ageinst the mussiles meetings and loca)
activities,
¢iGetting one or two 5W P comrades regu-
larly involved in each local commities on
diHaving full regular coverage in Sociaust
Worker or the issue

eiHaving subste wtial numbers of 5WP com-
rades on the Oct 25 and 26 demos. We can
judge at the conference whether we have
achieved this, 11 for exampl ., by the time of
the conference we have nor by then had Moy
B SWP and AWSO meetings onthe subject,
tad an SWP contingent of 1000 or more on
the Ot 26 demo, potswp comeades involved
1 loval commIees in Mmost Mmajor wwn and
mare of tess sold out-of the Tirst print of our
parnptdet, ther we gre iy proble.

H we havedone these things then w. should
be thinking about two inter-related problems
m terms of perspectives,
apow to hirther develop the m
How o bring out our polises i it
ciThe immmediate Tocus of the movement is
the deme ation o 25 and 26 B
the movement has sidficient momentum and
as vel untappped resources 10 continue and
grow for several months afrer this, However
undoubtedly after Oct 26 people will begin 1o
start seriously searchingaround for waysand
means toextend and deepen the movement.
There are only o meny times vou can show
the War Grame,

We also know from the experiencenf CN T
i the early sinties the Hmits of an essentially
moral single issue protest movement, We
theretuie have to do three things:
iive aworking class onentation 1o the
moverment. This involved using material
about nuclear weapons, civil defence: prepa-
rationt ete in our workplae bulletins, experi-
menting with workplace based anti pussile
activities {we had firemen against the Nazis,
why not Firemen against the Missiles) and

Cmne further guestion about developingthe

“wovernent. 'S orgenisationa!l form. Diffe-
rent parts of the country have different expe-
rignce of this. In some places actiny takes
place under the label UND, in others END
and in others & local committee againse the
missiles. We hve noabstract preferences here,
weshould get involved in whatever is doing
senething regardless of the name. And this
mectudes having some mvolverient in whate.
ver national organisationss which mav he
taking witiatives.
4310 large part we carry our pobitics into the
movement by our proposals for how o
develop it A good slab of our politics 1s after
all concerned with the working class and
divect action. We also have 1o apply the
political tacuc we wse on other issues, the
united front. And it should not be forgoten
here that if in general we are talking about
united fromt with the labour lefis then one
important wrea of that is the fight against the
missiles,

We also need to highlight the need for
cleareut unilaveralism and clearcut opposi-
ton o MATO. On thelevel of propaganda we
have to push to the forefront our theory of
state capitalism (as the basis for aclass analy-
518 of the war threat, and in opposition o the
‘workers” bombers’yand (he peed for a revo-
lutionary transformation of society to get rid
of the sissiles. I wearcactively partivipating
m the movement this propuganda should
reach receptive ears and we have good pros-
pects of recrottment.

One final sideissue. A number of comrades
bave suggested that we make a priority of

trying to use the various official rrade widon

linking the ogposition 1o nucleéar weapons 1o

policies against the missiles do top some
activity at the base. We also have 1o push the
edisting anti-missife  movement in this
divecton, which willofien mean making what
for usare quitemundane practical propesals,
like leafletting in a working ciass shopping
areu, getting a local trade whaon branch 1o
show The War Gpooe” e,

ZiRelare the ant missile issue 10 all the other
fronts of the anti Tory fight. The most

oovious relation hereis thzeost of the Trident

programme alongside thecuts: "They cof this
sehool, but they spend £5 billion on Trident”
and so on. But other connections can be
made. These connecticn have 1o be made in
practice, for instance involving anti missile
activists m general demonstrations against
visifing Tory ministers eic.

iEncourage divect action, whether this be

oucupations of missile bases, cocupations o
colleges over deferice related research, or
blacking of defence related goods,

All these things are #asy 1o propose is
abstract but we need to actually transiate
them into practical proosals which fit into the
present capabilities of the movement at 2
given time and place. Forthat weneed disngs-
sion from experience. And we needio getthat
eXpe ¢ prety rapidly

ppos: tion 1 civil suclar power. We do not
thirk this is correct. We shoukd certainly not
forger about the tssue of civil niclear power,
which is important enough in el and s
quite likely to revive as an issue. But the main
thrust of our political intervention in the
missile movement should be & working class
orientation, direet sction, link with other
struggles against the Tories, and on the pro-
paganda level our general revolutionary
world view,

9.
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The SWP in the
steel industry by

i Privacy

-

The SWE intervennion in the recent steel
strike was reasonably suecessfol, The gams
were moddest bt smportant enonght 1o war-
rant how we orgamised ourselves and what
tessons could be drawn for other indultnes.

The Real Steel News at nutional and local
tevel gave us an mfence wsde the mdusiey
way bevond asr siall membership and the
semall numbers organised areand the bubler
ins. The first lesson s that thesuccess of Real
Steel Mews depended on 207 vears hard con
sintent work. We knew the industey, the umeon
mactunery and the milivants who emerged a5
the sires leaders. In these depressing thmes i
i gn encouragement 1o any isolated member
that patient work, often with few prople, and
# shoptioor bulletin, does pay off when the
tide wirns. ’

Hnother crucial poing was that the SWP
responded well tothe dispute. 8Wand Social-
fst Revied were well respected Tor their cove-
rage. Masy steel workers came w rspect the
SWE not just becanse of Real Breel News bug
beranse of the s 1 provided by the Party.
Virtwally all flving picken found the loeal
EWP helping with accommodation, hists of
nlaves o contact for fund raising, soctals ete.
Sany polivical mestings were heldinnon st
areas and our intervention gens rally helped
B ereate & ogrearer pobisaiion: Pickes s
London for mstnoe were taken 1o -hospital
ogeupations, the Corne demonstration et
Also the sctivity helped revatalise some of pur
‘Hred members. An mdhcation of the susoess

af our imtervention was an invitation o a
orrrities in South
of London

socisl of the wtrike
Lare B oo
ragnbers
ur dnternationsl sohids
valuable. Trips were o
throueh SWP o
ISP W # e Tunds was
mueh  meae tvr thun the passive
o many on the left, 13 s ungrestiang
w aote that steebworkers avolv
work now bhav
i
s worh deywin
G O EATHEAlIon
Bouth Yo

SWp

ackdowd

v the sted 1 BTy
shire, where we started wit
spnall base belore the sirike

aiWe hadd a bardeore of about
shetkee. wnd now the numi

PR I g

5. despite the
v mmevitghle

BHE ot just & goe 3 of mueshers, Al our
members  strengthened  thew  posnions
amoagst ther workmetes, and de ]
politically, Our influence on newly fosmed
_;mm vommaties, Tor mstance, s modest bul
msch snprosed.
eithe composition of the group 2
imprroved sinee all recrnits were manual wor-
kers. We sow have 3 healthy balance of whits
colbar and manval grades. The anmosphere at
oy meetings s veryencouraging determined
but realistic,
T he sale of Socidist Worker 1o steelwor-
kers has visen fromeabout 30 before the strike
o over Y now. There & a good new estate
sate a1 Stocksbridge, and sever] new factory
gaite sales, Sovialiss Review w also now guite
popular, it least with our own members,
Whilst making geseral polineal propa-
garda, the Real Stesl Mews Honted s agita-
tinna! demands by and large to things our
members conld gt thelr teeth mie with a1

g0

least zome chance of success, We never pro-

rnisesd whiat we never bad a chance of deliver-
ing. This was strength, andwas coupled with
an avoidance of fef-wing jargon and chches.
Buoth before the strike and during it we have
atternpted o be well informed and reliable
Anvone vesponsible for  bulleun must be
serupilous in checking details, there 5 no
plage for half traths and romours.

We have held new steebworker recruits
BEST where a stable SWP gepgraphical
branch éxists, The BSC redundancies wok
thetr toll on mest of the recruits in South
Wales, but the absence of geographical bran-
ches also made the sk of holding them 1o
zotive soctalist polines much wagher. This
point s agabn demonstrated in the Shetfield
aren. We had much moreinfloence at Stocks-
bridge than in Rotherham duning the strike
but we have held the recruis who live in
Hotherbam better, by building a new, but
strong geographival braneh.

An SWE Bulletin

There 15 hittle doubt that our intgrvenion
was helped by the fact that REN was so openly
SWP bulletin, Whilst being honest about the
EWEP natwre of Real Steel News we have
albways tried Linvolve nog-members. We con-
sistently point o the need for a vank and file
moverient that, 1o have any validity, would

need osnvolve many tunes the neople that are

This is not o devalue the peed 1o develop
rank and file organsation, bit the roverse, A
salt group of SWPees with perhaps s CP or
Pt Ger thrown 1 does not add ap to 2 rank
andd il mosvement. An openly WP group
lbusions, aed can help binldup the
rigg whers we are involved o building fank
apd file

it

RWP we gre 2l conmmited to build-
st rank and file movement i our

Cand most of its supporiers dudn’t have the

industries with a national rank andfile paper,

It is waorth observing that some of us are
attemping to do thisdirectly, whereas insteel
we have conscrously made the decsien to
ermphasts in the shortterntonbuld-

1. groups and bulletins on a 5WP

5. The mational bulleting have given us
sewme credibility, but the local groups produc-
ing their own bulicting have been tire basis of
sny sirength we bave developed.

Many people witl immediately be ableto
put arguments for Rark and File groups and
bulleting, but [ shall make a few points from
the oppeite view 10 promote a Hile
.
aiFew of us i steed behieve that welaunched
Feal Sieel Mews thres vears ago as a rank and
file paper it would have survived in the
depressing period we have been through.
After all, we did launch “Steelworker” a8 a
rank and file paper i the early seventies,
which was much berter produced, but stesl.
lapsed. The SWP Real Breel News bl
srall base we have now.

Rank and File

BT here s notraditionot rank and file organi-
sation msteeland no "broad left”. Antempts by
non SWPISTC officials w build 2 reform
movement up inside the ISTC have come to
very Hutle, This was 2 ‘non-political’ initiative

pobites to understand and survive the backs
lash from Bill Birs and the officials. It is
mterestng that Bivs uses the SWP bogey man
approach with considerablesucoesstosguash
many @ left wing inftiative, including those
that had nothiog to do with us. 86 even ifwe
dropped the 8WP tag it wouldn"t make much
difference, or make it much easier when
comes 1o confronting the union mafia, Hwe
had dropped the SWP tabel, Sirs would have
pinned it on fast. i
¢iWe have been able to recruit {modestiy).
which is often difficnlt if you are bending
backwarids to prove 1o people how vour rank
and file group is not just a SWP front. Tt alse
helps 1o keepsectarians out of the group whe
it s smadl and vulnerable,

dISWP members probably can more sasily
build their dwn base when doing solidarit
work around a dispure where our intervéne
ton i an SWP one. Many of our peopl
addressed SWP meetings all over the coum
during the strike. There was the situation
e our pressure on Scargill was used guite
suseessfully by the Collier groups 1o streng
thes their position (modestlyy, Perbipas this
could have been achieved with s rank andfi
steelworker paper, but T am not conviticed,
Adso our intervention drove the CP in Shéth
old, where 1t claims 1o be one of the best
orgamsed areas in the Couniry, o o
despiar. This s no good thing in uself buti
did shiaw us that their all-powertul machingis
ROt gt as powerful as they hike to pretend,

[ ]
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el0ne of the reasons the WP as 3 whigle was
aMewm;pandmwe‘,mmwmmﬁwmmwaf;
the fact that our meor intervention wasas the
SWP not s rank wnd fite group. This meant
that themechanism for mivolving all members
directly in the sirike exisied, and was probg.
bly higherthan for any sther strike since 1974,
BWP members evervwhere could hand out
the SWP bulletin.

[YThe SWP politics, when openty pushed, can
belp hold individual isolated militans
through depressing times, B omay be nosor-
prise to some that steel woorkers are capable
o Thighly emotional, and thoughful debates
about whether the wages in a socialist sooiety
wonld all be egual, or what is happening in
Afghanistan etc. Many of our members are
visibly refreshed by coming together with
other socialists in the industry. After all the
atmosphere at work al the moment s
z&z)paiimg«

; ‘"%Wi: have shown that w vworkalongside

* best unaligned militante shop stewards
¢t who will be the beart of any rank and file
movement. We have alio developed an R e
tience of many noneparty pohitics” militans
in the industry

Propaganda

hiln addition we weso che to work with left
officials and shop stewards bu. 2io criticise
them, This was in stark contrast Lo the rest of
the left who are enther simply sectarian or
dan't dare criticise for fear of disturbing the
falsely based unity. Being openly organised
arpund the SWF bulletin makes this much
easier to achieve than with & rank and file
arganisation where it is very gasy toeither not
ratse the onticisms or reduce the mesting o
syuabbles.

Secause of our wpproach we have never
come oriented around the ISTC anion
maching, conferences, EC elections sic., even
though we have mermbers in Juite influential
posittons, The bullenn ana the WP polities
repeatedly throw o back 10 2 shop-floor,
Ler-Umon perspective.

it the debate abowr whether o bulletn
should be an SWP 0. » rank and file mkes
place only araong the closeu sircles of a few

SWP members it is by definitio n something of

a self-deception. 1 can still remember clearly
the Saturday afternoon in my back garden

wheni  Privacy | then the Sheffield full

timer. ARd 1, & white collar worker in a
researchlaboratory with no base in the indus-
try whatsoever, decided that the {irst Heal
Steel Mews should be a LOCAL, SWF bul-
letin. 1t was not undemocratic for the tes of
us to mnake the decision, at the time we had no
other members in steel in South Yorkshire |
chuckle tomyself when peoplesay why wasn't
RealSteel News set up asa national Rankand
File paper.

kiHow may tmes 35 g rank angd Dle label
chiosen because SWP are depicied as subver
sive troublemakers in the medis and by the
togat CP? There are good reasons for setting
up rank and file bullenns, but embarassmen:
about reveabing SWE connections 15 not one
of them.

In summation we believe that the decmion
w0 keep Real Steel News as an SWP bulle
and to organise our intervention around i
was crucial. 1f we had falsely declared o rank
and file group and paper we would have
diseredited the nouon of a real renk.and fike
movement capable of defestmgthe right vang
and the emplovers. Instead by buailding ¢
SWF and laving the political foundation for
the rank and file organisation we have ke
thy morale of sur members high, It s e
doubtful we conld.

i conclusion, it is impossible 1o generalise
from one industry to another, one uniem w
apother or from one ared of the eountry o
another. We have u small roehold ain sweel,
and only the embrye of » nationa! organisa-
tion, We are commited to building s vank and
file movement against closuresand job losses,
fur union demosracy ete. But we have tiken
the decision to build LOCAL, SWP groups
(hnked also to geographical branches) with
an openly WP bulletin. We have made some
maodest Bbut lmited gains, and since our orac
tise 13 somewhat different from many of our
imchustrial and trade union activities, 1 hope
there is some evaluation of other experiences
i hight of the Real Sreel News work

o




Unempioyed
Centres and
Unemployed Work
by Andy Strouthous
Newcastle |
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b, the mm}’ :

@& 4w 5;‘
Th i
woial several zm*w Wik mwz xm:‘ 1 keey
the BIWC gomg after the marches, 1 sn't
e that we yust drop bnemploved work, the
mecsspton-that we do is made by those whe
have rm exprrience of unemploved work a1
afl. .
The zxperienes 1o date has always been
thas “withowt & aationel foces, or workers
figheing unesmiploved Jocally, it is diffieuht 1o
keep up o bagh level of commitment by the
soyed. Besides many, mvarchers up i
mowe fave wither fourtd jobs or beoome demo-
rateied By long tenm unsmployvment,

wole work s wduslly done i JalysAug.
Ahept ag perr of the natione) camkpan,
wiich s fornnate because it s the best Yme
for a-good riaponse. Hs the time when the
number of schoolewvers and unemploved
sign one o e Tirss nme. Anger has oot yer
surned 1o apathy.

This is how the situanon bis bien up to the
PESent B, i may very weachange. Cone
stamily reasing numbers of unemploved,
wats i bedelis, logal fightbacks agaimst clo-
sures gould vhange the situation, i so of
wonrse we must relate 1o i However con-
sty phrasemongering abowt the need for
permapent organsations of the unemployed
wno substinge for deing what can be done at
present. Apan from the RTWC iniatives
there will be the National Labour Party

£

camd dermos should be seen an fo

. Right 1o Work Group going wereniot hel

-go of it” g lintle? How abou an Annusd Right

Liemo v Liverpo
tent opportingty 4o
iy modnlise the unemp

imvlving the ﬁ%mgﬂmm %h«wc{ '@L ww
work with s ip genuine 4
trse get wvobied in jom
tadking shops such as New
sentre.

O & necessity spemploved work 5 of ¢
volatile and sporadic nature. 8t the me
‘official” style organseton
activity that boks the ur @
emmpioved, and srovides »mmwz i
ment 14 the logic of the dole gues

It was atter s unemploved worker dhin
bed over & stipvard wal thet the action
reatly started i Polano Toere's o besson for
atl us o thas

Q‘A 5

Right to Work
by | Privacy
Blackburn

This article is written in a pereonad CHpHCE w
aithough much of 1 5 based on m«swsez»wm .
held and conclusions reached @1 & recesy
meelag of the North-Bast Lancashire
Blistricy,
t4 Firsy, there §s the guestion of keeping
the R 16 W. € going permanently rather
than letting 1t drop EVEry vear until it s tme
o start bulding for next vear's march, Last
wear, for examiple, our effors 1o keepa tocal

by the fact that Socialist Worker virta
dropped the B to WO, between Last October
and. Aprid of ths vear, | realise that kwpmg
the campaign going all vear round. is-diffi
cult, bus if we are going 1o try t 40 so{as we
abviously should with two mthion apeme
ploved), then we mma mmmumg pational
tocus and coverage i the paper as well as
local imuarive. :

(25 Secondly, there is the guestion of the
structure of the campaign. We rightly argue
that while we are provd that the 5. WP ook
the initiative of starting the B, 1o WO, we
wanl it toinvorie non--5. W P membersina
broad-based . united. campaign. Usity in
action”") But our oppopents gell the K. 10
W an “S.W.E from™, and we must admit
that thére 1s some tathdn this, even i03"s not
because we want it to be. Couldn't we belpto
broaden support for the Campaign i we et

10 Wirk Conference which would eleet &
Nanoral R 6 W. Commines? Non-s
SW.P. members might be muore witling to
work w the Campaign i they folt they had
some say in how i We. TUTL

Py
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Intheory, of course. 1 THEANS gotepling
in principle that we might lose coarrol of the
Carmpaign. Bt we shoulg be prepared oo
take that risk. We should be able to ensure
thatthe B to W.C. rakes the course we we -

1o by winining the srguments within i, por
by controiling i “hureavcratcsliy”. o the
short run, of cotrse, BIY girpoonre would be
dominated by S WP micohers stmply
because they form the backBong of the Camn-
paign gt the moment, But at Jeast we wou's
have the framework within which non.
5W.P.eis could get invohed,

{3 This Kads on 1o the guestion of the
potitics of the B. to WO In particalar Fwant
to talk abowt the guestion of import con
trols. This is'obviusly of vital imporianee »
the moment, as we well know in Lancashire
with the collapse of fhe wextile industry, { A1
the local Trades Council Trécent iy heard on.
textile uniondelegaie say 10 another that he
didn®t care if they were living inthe gutiers in
Hong Kong as long as we have jobs in
¥ Blackburnh)

Purting forward the argoments against
import controlé must be one of our top prio-
rities. But the question is: Wit be the
SWAP. orthe B. t0 WO, which is the vehicle
for carrying the arguments agalast impornt
controls? We dre trving 10.get CP. and L.P.
members involved in tHe Campaign whio at
the moment Support import controls,

Sev it sewms tome that it might bebest iFi was
a5 the 5 WP that we argued agaivst import
controls within 2 broadly-based R, 1o W.0,

coa b

Right to Work

by : Privacy |

Comrades. with unemployment  at  the
moment stanting ar 2% mallion, the ume bas
cotse 1 ieel for us 1o build ap and down the
countey. unemploved fghtback coment
tees, 1y run w comrstion wih the Defend
wions comumitess thatl we alread
have. These bodies will orgamse separately
vel work side by side ina owo prong aitack
on the buresucrats of the trade union move-
ment and the class enemy the capialise
You see. we all know thar retrogression
gets deeper tnourssons and throughout the
et 1 feed B becomes necessary o
chamge our strategy and direct our caldl for
resplution ot ondy 1 those rank and file
members of the trade wilons, but 1o the clgss
i geperal, Flow can we ignom those unem-
ployed people who have ever been apar of
the working clas moves. ni,
seecatled mass labowr party,
Fing, it therefore follows that we cannot
igtrore 10% of the class by doing so Hitle o
ehiticise those members of society that find

with the R. to W.C, itself having & Hnis
programme of fighung unemplovment
through -5 day'swork or 5 day's pay”, decu-
pations, 3> hour week, preanising smong the
unemploved € o,

Thus Yor s local Trades Councile
organised demo vnd rallv against unemploy-
mient it has been decid- . 1at vhere should be
& R. to W leatler calling for o united fight
back against the Tories and unemplovment
.. while the badly ded  argumenss
against import controls should be carried on
a separate 5 WP leaflet devoted entirely 1o
that issue.

Thers are no easy answers 1o the guestions
P've raised here, but they areg important gues-
tens to which T hope that the Parey will pay
SETIOUS Auention.

themselves unemploved. Lets ot fool oure
seives, the cholce that confrobls us s het
weens the  downhull o road  of  buman
aegradavon, on the one hand, and human
development’ on the ether. The class tself,
both unempioved and emploved Are the
mass that can ¢all a balt 1o retrogression and
onen the way to workmg chsss emancipation

The thought of the transormation of s
o1y coaming from the masses is gn indispen-
sable  dlement of marsst thesry  fully
expréssed by both mary and Lenh, Those
whi dispute this have closed their eves 1o the
tacts of history, as no donbd vou will all
agrec, comrades lews mor close our $ves to the
mthon Tacts that confront as and do o
hitle more to mobilise and politiee these
peple. .

dt may be argued and nightly So thar g
unemploved have no voice in the waion thyt
we showtd Dght through owr defend our
uInons committess o get them one, Fine, |
agree, the mamn objectives of the parey ha
got to be amopgst the rank and file orgnasa-
tiores of emploved workers, wha are the only
people. with the muscle 0 oventhrow the
state. ey Poland. But don’t Jess be condes-
cenghimg to those comrades and peapls whe
el themselves unemploved snd nos let o
g5 the anger of vouth, that bas never been in
& union, anger that was expressed on the
strgets of Bristol during the St Pauls rios,

g

Mars's famous statement " Labour i the
whive skip cannot be free 5o long as luboyr i

the black skin i branded.  oupresses well
how ¥ ofeel about unemplosment, 1 wouild

argue that there 5 oa need G marset o
arganise around the waemploved issue s
IOHOTE CONSLEUCHIVE Wiy

O the guestion of resources and the nam-
BETs Lo sustan such a campargn., o this | say
the unemploved will fmance and OTgsE
thesmalves, h Her siramn o pur already
stretched resources. We shotid set forget
that we are pol king the unemploved to
march away fress home, but 10 work inoand
arowmd thesr very hoinos, A few anermploved
party members by all thats needed 1 CFganISe
and mainia W ogroups as we have done
oy b Betfore. ANL. We alse have
the fact that every vesr we mobilise from
serateh the Right wo Work Campaign, this
winaded vercome by the continuiry that a
comumnittes such as | suggest wonld give come
raddes, How many unemploved contacts shp
away because they do not march on the day,
Dwould sav they are numerous and that not
miany distnets follow them up at all, here we
will W a veady made base Trom which the
Right to Work march can grow every year.

It may b argued that the unemploved are
0L so vany w0 reach as they wersin the PAasL,
true, but T would argue thet meetings held on
housing estates which have beer eafleted
befurehand oo the issue of unemplovimieny
with pubs, ol b exivas visited would = us
aceess 1o jus. such o group.

Whiat could these commitiees offer 1o the
e ang rank and file orgamsation
that we glready have? On the ore hand it wili
give mumbers 1o hetp with the waoridonds, op
the other u supphes a5 an EYEREAN LR B LT
put forward by comrades that they have
nothing o ssy 1o these contuets, 1t does this
because the argument that the unemy
sheniled bave s ovoiee i the upaons is an [ e
. those giving & coninwils o are cone
wirk ftseli,

Pl fact that 207 smthon vould bovome a
vt wiah army weed by the Tories s correct,
what bother me s how o0 we stop this
happering, i we siop thes wppenmg, # we
cemse 1o owork around the wemploved gues-
ten and the uaemploysd themsehan . No, the
pressure on the usnemploved theawelsos
mmst be kepl up In dowe this, we sil] bubd

onds - hetwsen the unemploved and the
emploved themselves and belp 1o unite the
chassotsell, “the worke s united will never by
defenie. " The work that T see these anen
ploved hght-back combutiees undertaking iv
i tollows. They will barriss o trade snion
borcaverats for o vosee on b
oty g wathes the rade unon me
ment at FUL fevel, stoppang the TUC pro-
P gt b rob ths vear fromm becompng
wet another anchor to S EES A
another BLycaiTalc stracturs
fo et ouf that provious © Os B
mised wch propaais hes andd burve backs
peddied then as eelthey would now gren
half & chance

bk
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These comesittoes will maintain attacks on
the Tarws at local councils and harrass any
Tory notoriety that comes to call on their
area. Mobilise with the rank and file around
issues anising a workplaces showing their
tfacke union countergars that they will not
seab, by heloing to picket-at the times of
strikes, T would like to point out thata lot, if
nor the vast majority. of unemployed are
women, theses committees will give 1 feel
ALY TECTUMS (0 OUF WOIMENS VOite orgnaisa-
tion. T arugeabat for a very littde coramit-
ment we will gain members imto our
organisation as we do around the Right 1o
Work campaign overy vear also it will
enhance all our work; blacks are hit harder
thap thetr white counterpart youth more
than many, NUSE, this will | feel generally
speaking gain Tor us a far wider audience 1o
which we can expound owr peltiics.

Comvades, unemplovinent is a SCOUrge to
be fought and eliminated by bHoth the
emploved and unemploved and that united
aetion s the struggle, seperate organisation
will reach a barger audience hence we couid
gain success. Buch @ committes means some
thing m
of the 2 groups o would have the psychologe
cal effect amongst the unemploved and the
working class generatiy,

It would stunuolate and inspire the unem-
ploved with, 2 new confidence and new hope.
ft would ensure proper coordindtion in our
rank ard file work and generally &t wonld
draw the masses of anorganised into Ol
mised activity, and it would be the means of
extensive recruitment of new members into
the 8WP anc rank and file trade unionism.

How can we ignore such an objective? 1
say we do so et our pertl. My strategy is not
ihe anly one, | onty wish to stimulate action
and discussion on this marer.

Erddorsed b Bristol district SWP.

wre than merely the joining wogether

NALGO
by Privacy

North London

¥ found this year’s Nalgo Action conference
(Bept 27 and 28th.} boring, uninspired and
unbelpful. To a large extent thar follows
from the ‘objective situation’ ~the factthat 2
massive onsliught on jobs; living standards
and union organisation is meeting with so
little resistance. If the conference was flat,
events in the real world ace the main clulprit.
But—having said that—-we seem as a frac-
tion to be wallowing in the passivity rather
than confroming it head on,

Two issues stand out sharply against the
genwral irend. The Right 1o Work march and
the ‘Oct. {th demo drew support from
around 60 branches and 2 districts of
NALGO. We have never riached those dizzy
heights even with attempts 1o organsie flat-
rate pay claims. Although the number of
spomsors has incr-osed 4 ot generally,
NALGO backing * - incressed well beyond
the average. The ¢ ¥ was split on the guestion
of support and Militant (who have some
mnflugnee in Scotland) wers squeered into
sordid, infantile sectarianism.

Also amid the sea of passivity and demo-
ralisation, the Typists Charter, another of
our initiatives has borne fruit. There have
been well-attended meetings of typists up
and down the country, to discoss a caim
which includes & substantial pay demand.
Typists in Greenwich and Hackney have
already taken industrial action and got
emthusiastic financial support. i1 was
obvicus from reports at NAG conference
that this is more than isoalted and exceptio-
nal activity. Typists are the low-paid women
we are always paying lip-sérvice 1o, They
have industrial muscle and they are prepared
to use it 1o fight for more money, surrounded
as they are by Tory wages propaganda and
the threat of the axe,

Instead of these two issues generating
unbounded enthusiasm, as any half-baked
revolutionary might expect, there was no dis-
cussion at all of the Right 10 Work Cam-
paign. No session was organised. Although
the Typists Charger was at least discussed, it
was given no particular prominence. There
was very little concrete said about generatiz-
ing the activity amongst typists themselves
and even less about the important task of
spreading the fight 1o other low-paid clerical
workers,

THE DRIFT. The genesal empahsis a1 NAG

conference corresponds with.the contents of

NALGO ACTION NEWS. Campaigns on

Housing, nuclear Power, Gay Rights. “ox.

s, "diversion’; or ‘a waste of ime’ but when
ka:,f cruwd out wage stroggles and the fight
against Thatcher they resemble the sort of
political posing which we pet from the Lavel-
ler and the fragmenis.

The overall imperession is of a fraction
which has ‘gone soft’.

A few other detalls of the conference are
important as lustrations (though not par-
ticularly significant ‘in themselves). SWP

members were publicly split on  three
issties—— 1. whether unconditional but criti-
cal support for the Irish Republican move-
ment  should; become a campaigning
position for NAG. 2. on whether NALGO
members whao refuse to carry vut and 3. on
whether NAC members should take on full-
time union positions,

Without going into the arguments over the
specific issues {we could throw in the debate
about dissolving workplace branches or
around our approach 1o the Local Govern-
ment in Crisis conference} T wani 10 go
nearer the heart of the mater,

Without going into the arguments over the
specific isues fwe could throw in the debate
about dessolving workplace branches or
arcund our approach 1o the Local Govern-
ment in Crisis conference) 1 want 1o
nearer the heart of the matter.
POLARIZATION
In 4 context of generalized passivity, we have
on the one hand a tendency towards ulira-
leftism and on the other towards incorpora-
tion inte the union apparatus, Newer
comrades who joined is because they identi-
fied with a string of ideas that seémed to fit,
have not vet developed far erough to be able
to generalize, 10 see the connections between
cach of those ideas. They are prome to the
sevtlets obsession with political purity and
crogramimatic deamnds. The relationship
between ideas and activity, between Parry
and Rank-and File, have not properly sunk
in.

At the other extreme are the ‘old men over
thirty” who have been in the Party for years
on end, for whom revolutionary politics has
become routine. They ard unadverturous,
patient and they've seen it all before. They
spend a lot of time in mind-numbing com-
mittees, working parties. negotigtions ags™®
conferences and drift rowards believing xh@ﬁﬁﬁ
because they are such an unpleasant duty,
they must at ‘east be achieving something
worthwhile. On top of this, their "sxpert’
status intimidates less experienced
comrades.

These two éxtremes are opposite sides of
the same coin. The tiredness of the establi-
shed comrades seems 1o spread very easily,
The benefiv of their experience and political
understanding seems to be under lock and
key. This is hardly surprising. "No, we tried
that once before.” communicates much more
effectively than a detailed understanding of
the United Front tactic,

Of course this is not just a NALGO prob-
lem. It's a reflection of the state of the Party
as a whole. And when it comes to solving it,
education in the branches is going to be
much more important,- for example, than
any training the fraction can organise,

A "programme of education’ may be part
of the answer but on its own it would be g
purely tokenistic response. A variety of
changes need to be figted together.
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- Work in the
Civil Service
Fraction Secretary

Privacy I

One of the planks on which Thatcher stood
before coming Lo POWer wWas 1o oul oul waste
from public expenditure, and 1o oot the size
of the Civit Service. To this end, Sir Derek
Rawner, a whizg kid capitalist from Marks
and Spencers was appointed part ume 1o
solve the Clvil Service problem. Op his
recommendation, and after a lot of Cabinet

vice shonlid be cut by 100,080 posts by 1984,
hiready 25,000 have been lost in the last Feur
lone, mainky by not {illing vacancies, and 10
finance 1ast year's pay  etinient. This is all
with official umion agreement, as absolutely
om0 culs campaign has besn mounted, The
hureaucracy of the biggest Civil Service
Union, UPSA, bas pinned it's hope on an
agreement ealling for no compulsory redun-
dancies {an undertaking the Government
refuse to give) in spite of strong gonference
sotions calling for no job loss and the ather.
smabics. unitons have used this as an excuse w
not mount thewr own campaigns. The official
explapation s that the membership {of
COPSAY will not be-prepared to take action
aver such issues. What it realy
the right wing leadership of the CPSA are
not prepared (o mitiate any action within the
membership lest 1 jeopardises heir support
from outside emplovers organisations (eg
Treumidy and the {enuous hold they main-
“fain with the umon.
The two biggest ssues facing Civil Servige
atthe moment are pay and the inuo-
uction of new technology.
The attempt to negotiale & progressive, or
even adeguate new rechnology agreement is
cabrendy dpomed o lailure, Although the
sorelatively minor poings of bealth and safery,
ergonomics, specialist allowances cto. are
dealt with. again the central guestion ofjobs
bas been sold out yer again. The CPSA |
unilaterally, has agreed 1o drop the confe-
tence demand of ‘no overall job loss’ and
teplace 1 owith the pow familiar “no com-
pulsory redundancies’ The Geoeral Secre-
tary, Ken Thomas, s reported to be abready
negottating the best possible redundnacy
terms,
O the question of pay Thatcher had made
ieelear that public sector rives would be lus-
ited 1o a single fgure percentage, but in Lhe
tradition of the previous goverament she
would ‘hooour” the PRU Dindings within
$trict cash Dmits. (The PRU-Pay Research
cklnit g comparability study with outside
public and private sector eguivalenis).
" The PRU findings bave now been unilater-
ally suppressed by the government as they
were clearly 2 lintle too embarrassing. Whilst

in-fightng &t was decided that the Uivil Ser

s

we have long onposed PRU {which takes
coptrol of wages away from the member-
shiipim we shath be forced 1o defend the PRU
findings agamst the governmet’s breach of
an agreement with the unions, The suppres-
srom of the PR has laready ereated a climate
i whic o Fght over wages is more Hkely—
and as both CPSA and SCPS are holding
conferences on pay 8t the beginming of 1981
we have a chance of raising ihe stakes fur-
ther. Our comrades will be arguing for a
withdrawal from the Mationat Pay Agres-
ment, and thar all future claims should be
agreed at an Anaual Pay Confergnes. For
this vear we shall argue for a flat rate £25p
wekk increase across the board

The BCPS has already started & pay came
paign of sorts, holding a series of regional
pay seminars atiended by area delegates
who, i turn take the informari . back o
thew branches and thus spread the word,
Althongh this sort of activity 18 to be wel
comed it will be useless unless backed up by
plans foraction. The Council of Civil Bervice
wnions has recognised thut there will be a
need for some form of industrial action mihe
coming winter aad has called for a wmied
pay campaign. Bul it only needs one undon to
opt out and the whole campaign will floun-
der. It will be up to the rank and file of the
CPSA 1o ensure that their NEC we not
allowed 1o let this happen. The argumenis
about pay shiuld be brought up at the earhies
opportunity. PRU and it's shorcommps
should be explained to the niembers {many
do not understand it} and the need for flax
vate increases pur clearly, so that by the time
the special pay conferences oceur in January
we muy have a strong base of branches who
may be willing 1o fight.

Ihe rwe exeuses most often used by the
bureaucracies for not initisting industrial
action within the chvil services 15 that “the
upton cannot afford it” and "the membershy
is not willing”. Both these arguments hawve
been negated by the events at Brixton. The
policvol paying 1009 sirike pay no longe-
rapplies but even so it was possible 1o pay
£40 p w {an unheard of sum in many more
militant unions) to each of the strikers over a
peringd of 8 and 8 hall weeks in an wnofficial
dispure. With nearly £10,000 collecied purely
from donations and collections 11 was pos-
sible for the strikers to win the remstatement
off  Privacy iland!  Privacy |

That the membership s unwiling 10 take
industrial astion is a propostuon yer 1o he
tested. In general the Civil SBervice umons
leaders have offered oo leaderbip whatsoe
ver on the guestions of cuts, jobs, pay el
Where there nasbeen action is athe rank and
file that have itialed 2 and carred o
through. Even with Hmited activity gans
have been made. For instance, the Medical
Research Council Natonal Staff Side. threa-
veped with 2 1090 cut in Fupding mounted 2
campaign against the cuts. Dozens of teie-
grams were sent 1o the Minister concerned,
pickets greeted every ministenal visit, Jogal
stadf side commitices msited in talking with
GUVET torep ALVes, sUpport wus
culled from MPs and a general fuss was
made. Bven with this extremely low levelo!
action the MRC received a 319 increase in

budget, an morease of approxmately 360
m real terms, Othey Research Councils, who
didd nothing, were, in real teros, oot

O course, the Medweal Besearch Couneilis
g small fringe body with a lor of kudos,
Mowever, Briston UBO, an even smaller
body wath very Ditle kodos at all, showed
that 1t 15 possible (o take on an nlransigent,
pobteally motvated management and win.
The way the siribee was orgamsed, the way
that the wssue was taken 1o thousands of
trade vrhomsts around the country, the mass
pickets attended by representatives from
many bodies outside of the Civil Service, the
amount of mongy collected, the way that
thousands of chvil servants made the sirike
thew own by raning weekly levies, organis-
ing meetings and activities n the faee of
active opposition from the UPSA NEC all
totatly vindicated rank and file pohines, For
many an absiract theory became a concrete,
pragmatic reality, even before the victory, OF
the thousands involved o the Brixton cam-
paign, many would be prepared tolake mass
action in defence of wages and from there
perhaps for the defence ofiobs.

This will onbv be achieved if the lessons of
Brixtop can be transmitted to the umon
rembershup convincingly, especislly within
she CPSA. I the Bettle can be won there thep
the other wons will follow. Centeal 1o this
strategy s standing a oredible left candidate
incihe UPSA pressdential elections and the

Privacy

. i A ,“‘
the candidate on 3 frm rank and Hle basis
“{this proposal has now been accepted). We

would alse propose that the Broad Left
r 1 g .
wi Pri a unted platform. By domg
L. - - - . »

this W& GEH Teach a far wader periphery

within the rank and file and gain suppornt for
pirhicies meluding the election of full ume
Fricals wihdrawal from PRU abortion
rights, agiunst import comrols, for a proper
new technology agreement, for integrated
workplace union branches, the nationabity
act, Ireland, rank and e code of practice,
Right 1o Work Campaign e, Above all we
have o opportanity 1o go part of the way o
filing the vaccum Jeft by the Broad Left in
CPSA followmg the change 1o imdividual
batisting when thew electoral machiie was
segrs 1o be umable 1o convine large nurbers
of “hon-activists” 1o vole tor them i the face
of the medie onsiaught of support fer the
moderates

The Ll Bervice Fracton

Pollowng a penod 0f orgamsaton. the
el Berviee Fracton has been reconst-
tutest. The strugglhe ar Brivon presented the
eppartumty 1o draw many Coal Beoage
comrades Lo [raction scuvily oming the
daly mass prekets, sending motins of sup-
it 1o the
tabsne workplace collechons,

1o the siovkers and of cons
CPhsa NEC
srgansing e iiegs 107 thie sirikens vt The
Y KA G veflected an the
araennt o money cobeoed for the sirdke
fogarky Y1000 and the fagt that many
members of the Broad Lelt were drawn mto
activity on the united front basts of umity in
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action, The factis that the imerventionof the
EW P enabled the strikess 1o escalute the dis-
pute from a local lssue to w geseral cor ron-
tation withihe government over Priors Code
of Prsfice on picketing, ' move thal evento.
ally plaved 'ﬂwlargesj partinthe reinstate

ments of i Privacy | and i Privacy

raction organisation has approxi-
maely 120 tiemvers, the sirongest part in
London, (Hasgow and Edirburgh, with
smadler groups i the midlands, Wales, the

Southwest, Liverpool, Manshssterand New.
. castle. Although CPSA has the largest num-

ber of people in it freflecting the CPSA's sire}
gains have been made in the Society of Clvil
and Public servants and the Tnland Revenue
Stafl Association since the last conference
season. Both 8CPS and IRSF have their own
bulleting issued a1 regular intervals and the
aim of circulating 2 fraction bulletin every
twer months to.all members has at last been
achieved.

Recruitment over the last véar has not
heen spectacolar, but the signsare that there
15 2 small move on the part of nonaligned
activists towards the Party. Even though
peopleare only joining in ones and W, our
periphery is slowly  growing particularly
under the impetus of the Brixton events, and
inthe sampaigns coming in the winter we
shuld be able to draw many people towards
w5, To this end we are producing o genral
pamphlet, aimed primarily wwards CPSA
members but relevant 1o the other civil ser-
vice unjoims, on the lines of the sueosssial
“Witats gone wrong in Engineering? pamph-
Tet done by Charter. Thisshould be available
at the end of November.

by

Solidarity with the

workers in the

Stalinist States

Privacy

Leyton

Cur reaction to the recent events in Poland
has. guite clearly differentiated us from the
rest of the Left i this country, met with g
very favourable tesponse and provides us
with fxcellent opportunities for the future,

Fam of the opinion that Russia and Bas-
wern BEurope will in the long run prove crucial
e the seirure of power on anInternational
seale. The current issué of Socialist Réview
shonws guite well the severity bf the economic
crisis and contradictions in these countries
and while it is debuteably whether Stalinism
wan, ol 415 nature, ‘peemit the existance of
Indepéndant. Worker's  Orgnabutions, #
seems beyontkgueston that the sconomic cri-
515 15 such that the Governments must do all
in their power 1o smashsuch organisations,
their only way v of the crisis being at the
exprase of the working chiss, Also, whiche-
ver of the analysises current in the organisa-
ton vou adopl Tand 1 differ from the
majority) i seems generally agresd that the
Sealinist Brates ave inherantly less stable than
st own, Albthis poinits to remendous pos-
sibilities for a Revolutionary situation in this
part of the world,

Faced with this situation the SWP was the
only organsation to push an adeguate cam-
paign of practical solidarity and i believe that
it 4s. mow the time to lake the initiative in
putting erganisational form to such solidar-
iy, sn orgnatsation W solidarity with the
Secialist and Working Cluss osiented OPPOs-
o, feaving the Christines, Neo-Nazis, Zio-
nists, Blackmarketeers, third rate scientists
andd the type of human rubbish typified by
Solrenitskin to their friends in the CLA Tafrer
sl I'm sure that s genuing Workers Stare
would be harsh on such rifforafly,

i Privacy

What 15 there to commend such g course?
Firstly it is our duty as Internationsalists. The
workers in Eastern Europe faced with the
most eifective Police Machine in the World
need afl the help they. can get. Secondly
Bolshevil-Lerinist ideas are very thinon the
ground i this parvof the world, the worker's
leadership being much Stronger in courage
than Marxism. if we are to influence the
sduation aod belp the donstruction of a
Revolutsonary Party in the East we must i st
prove that we are worth listening 1o, respect
of our politics must be earried, Thirdly it wiii
sort sheep from goats in this country, névera
bad thing to happen. Pui the C.F. and the left
Bureaucrats in the Unions on the spot.
Fourthly we can use such a campaign in the
fight for democracy within ourown Unions,
many Bureauerits try o run their Unions in
the same way the Krénmbin does Russia.

“1am not for one moment saggesting the
type-of solidarity campaign we have often
seen in the past, tittle tating with the IM
the bar of the General Piction, On the core
trary, an organisation based on-the Bran-
ches, Shop Stewards committees, Trades

Councils et and avoiding public meetings in

Bloomsbury like the plague. The responseto
the events in polaad seem to indicate that
such an orgamisation is possibie, T would
sygpest that it is also necessary and timely.
"""""""" iLevton SWP

16,
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Regional Party
Councils
by

Privacy

Cheltenharm  branch™s article probably
outiiped & situation that is familigr toa large
mumber of party members. The London ori-
entation of Socalist Worker and the dppa-
rent inefficiency of the centre are freguently
breard complaints. The centré is the whipping
bov for evervthing that goes wrong. In faat
the centre is guite seriously ovérworked.
. This situation vesults froma lack of informi-
ton in many argas on what is happening
¥ eclsewhere, 3 situation in which for many
branches the centre is the only source of
information so that the centre has to func-
won as an information bank, and isoverwor-
ked in the process.
One reason for the overwork of the centre
is that many things relate to peither the
national or the strictly local level of activity,
a1 present the centre seems 10 be responsible
for many of these things. Most prominent
among these kinds of activity are mass pick-
s and nazi demos. The mailing seems o
have at least one or two mass pickets ineach
week. The ones who are expected 1o attend
ars drawn from a certain tlearly defined
region. Yeras the kterin SW 699(27th Sept)
from a ourse at 5t Benedicts shows even a
party of our size (relutive 1o sverybody else)
can be nnimpressive in terms of our ability 1o
get people on picker lines, As the Central
Ciee perspectives point out {pre Conf issue
| 1y “here will be sumbers of smatl scale
il defensive sirikes like those ar Chix; King

¥ Henrys, Briston dole eic”. These disputes

are precisely the kind where effective picket-
ing can make the difference between viciory
and defeat. Pickews themselves need to be
drawn from the same region as the dispute.
such disputes don't justify  national
mobilisations.

Arniother area of regional mobilisation
present s ant-nazi work. The paris are get-
ting guite efficiens at calling local marche:
with police collusion which we only have
very short notice about, At the same time the

. number of nazt marches indicates that the
various groups are competing with cach
othier in activity, On guite a few recemly we
seem 10 have been sutoumbered by nazis
{desptie SW's ability 10 conjure Up 2 roies of
anti-fascists from nowhere). In Preston
where there was over a weeks notice, Man-
chester and Liverpoo! edes were noticeable
by their absgnoe. I we are not careful and
don't improve our mobilisations then they
could make some real gains in a number of
areas.

Apart from mass pickets and antenaz
demos many initiatives are taken at the
regional level. This s particularly true o the
uniows, regional conferences organised by
Trades Chuncils are common. The recent
proposed General Strike in South Wales s
an example of & much more important fegio-
nal mobilisation. As the party grows wy are
fikely 1o become invilved in regional initiate
ves by unions and rank anpd file groups.
From our side the North West Women's
Vonce rally points the way forward,

A resent our ability v mobilise a1 the
regh aab level is based on wwo thihgs, fisst,
the centre, and secondly, the old edes net-
work, Neither of these bas proved satisfac-
sory recently. How can the centre organise a
mass picket in the north west, never mind
Secotlapd? Acting us regional leadership for
London sdes produces the kind of London
bias in §W that irks so many of us out here in
the sticks. The lesterf from St Benedicts seems
to indicate that the centre doesn’t make a
very good regional leadership!

The old cdes network s guite simply
undemosratic. Persons in the koW can get
i touch with people while most odes don™t
get much opportunity to develop those kinds
of contacts. Mot only is it undemoeratic, but
it doesn’t sven seem to work. Quite a few
years ago it seemed 1o be very common for
cdes 1o move between towns going 10 demos
and pickets, now that habit has declined. The
jast few vedrs have worn down the old con-
wacts, and inflation has pushed up the costof
wansport. As the party grows the regional
contacts will decline as cdes are more and
more involved in bullding in wiir areas,
small branches that are prepared 1o travel at
the moment will become small diswicts that
don't-feel the need to travel 1o see other cdes.
At the same time, the opporninities for and
need for to take initiatives at a regional level
could become @ serivus problem leading 1o
lost opportunities for recrisitment.

Before that situation becomes important
we should start to build up the regional links.

As the party grows so the need for traiming
and education will increase. The proportion
of experienced members will decline so that
education and training inomany areas will be
undermined. In most regions there ave large
numbers of odes with a wealth of expertence
10 pass on, we have 1o make sure these
resop ces are wsew 1o the Tull

Begional party councils, may not be the
whole answer but they may help.

Councils not ctees!

Pasty council nationally is based on delega-
tes from branches and districts while the
National Ctiee and the CC are elected from
the whole membership a1 conference. Pegio-
nal organisation if it is to include the sumallest
branches must be based ona delegate system
with each branch/district being represented,
pussibly in proporiion Lo size Such & body
will be limited in its ability to discuss imme-
diate imerventions and mobilisations but
will be capable of discussing regional inttiati-
ves and the specific problems and needs of
individual branches and districts. In time, it
may be necessary to have much smalier
citees elected from the regional counail. Al
present the need for such small ctiees does
not seem to be very greal except perhaps in
London.

Concern about the relationship between
these smaller citees and the CC could also
adversely affect the whole regional organisa-
tion experiment. A small cuee in London
could be more easily supervised by the CCas
part of an initial experiment. If comrades
think a one year experiment in regional orga-
nisation could be wortnwhile then s commis-
sion should be elected from conference 1o
review the work of these bodies and report to
“the pext conference.

Regional councils are not crucial at pre-
sent, however, by the time regional vrganisa-
tion is crucial interdistrict and branch
recriminations because people haven’t 1ur-
ned up for things may .. "olost oppurtuni-
ties for growth that a smail party like ours

ull Town Branch.

)
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‘Reply to replies

by
Bangor
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Chwansien ary tin sais

la my article calling o
consistent polich on W
hoped 1w provoke debate. B sooms. tha ¥
Chwatinen has already  bitten sufficieni
deep to draw such g respepse from o
iR 1 the vapital. M ]
iPrivacy i in their respective artoles 5 the
tenmber I8, seok o disprove tie noses ol a
revolutionury Welsh pobcy for the SW P
whist their position’s have in Sommon with
thiose of Lenin, Comotly, or the SWP 5
unclear. For as Ode Calliness B3 :
the same sssue, replyi ¥t e
Y position b tha developed "B Temn

and the early Comintersy, support for the
Tight of seif determination tntlading sepera-
tion) of oppressed nations” Angd fargr

Sthe by eoemy 18 the o sty British siare
andh it v ciréomstances will we detend the

EWP 10 adopr 4
h guestions, |

integrity of that s against the ngtional- -

T

LT Ve trus, And i million mites Fromn My
Foamaring ststesment thar “Lenin's
rested on a specilic analysis of
Eastern Europe and Russis, angd S 11T
stended 10 wpply 1o the advanced capiini-
wms of Western Burope, Today i Brijany
nationahsm of any kind can onke be reactiod
Bary”. Canngt developed capitabist natons
oppress othiers nations. [ Privacy I Or does
Lenmin’s Dperiahsem S50 apply wnh 1o
“Eastern Burope and Russia? 1 Enghish
810 be foughs m Ireland, can 1 non abo b
fought i Wales” 1t i the unemploved vouth
of Wales who are used be the Enghsh
EOVRIRmMEnt 55 their red thugs ivv the drish
war. Thereare g thousapd s that Wales
a0 oppressed naton. Welih means of e
duction are pwned By Bnglish and muly
nationad capital, Woeldt stundard, of lvang
aredower and unemplovmen s High
in Lngland, Our fangusee
mdtvidedd amd staree .
capitalist media Young workern
speaking wrum conno ;

e as bens o

Friag

angt wulture

torced g the past mrro [T
with the Faglsh arms. The %
B Baseihon the produtgio
O oraw materuds o s the
evemomy, Welsh commumontions SO
ke sith Bogland Oppres.

be genocsde 1o b reul, Ang et

f%?iﬂi“a Ll 2 Pt R
M Even the must angliceed gy
o redeude o s g0 il nor Plaid ¢ (F T
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wmall advisedly those of the English bor-
ders nop driven o Birmioghar o Lonidon
were deaven b their ows soulfivids in Men-
dip and the Forst of Dean, Only a smadl
naraber cafne to e Yallews, Tar fewver than
the number of Welsh workers driven from
the Jand i Caemarthen. Brecan, and the
nirth Bt shonld notbe forpotten thas within
memory the Vallews were Welsh
kg Las oot the Welsh proletariot
which has suppresded-this, Indeed, 3t seems

v rry stk onems (o nogce that
factaries, steelworks. amd pits have been
chosed dg-the tonh, oo, and thar Welsh
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contised. Omr defficensy on the tanguage
auestion Uean only be remedied by Welsh

speiking comsades. Does he pot know the
Welsh speaking workers can speak English
tus he ever stopped to consider why
he Welsh speaking workers Bave
Heenr pobttios? Prscsiely becanse
i slennfied with Eoglsh role. Fha
ey of Welsh wocombat,
wiedyge of Marsian,
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vails wi-cannot but remain swp-sal 1o many
workers who could e difficulty be won 1o
our polivics. For the Welsh workers have
been strongly imternationalistinthe past; itis
the fatlure of the English socialdemotracy to
deliver the goods that hes made sections of
them turn 0 national politics. This experi-
enee cannot but make them profoundly oyni-
cal towards appeals to inmternational

“brotherhood which. emanaté from North

London and which are articulared in Wales
by arfogant anglicisérs of tHPrivacyichool.
Drespite their failure 1o pass
151 for so
ANL} the WSRM cannot be Jiscounted by
comrades. As Cde Callinicos points out;
“the nationalists: could well revive in the
right circumStances. posing us severs tactical
problems”. Especially if we have given sl
though to them beforehand, And WSRNW
have in their rapid growih givén us sufficient
warning,

Privacy iconsider that a
Welsh policy ToF SWH Would lead to our
becoming a'little move than a wing of Phaid
Cymra: this mechanistic attitude, which can
see no difference between eynical anglicisa-
tion and: revolutionary internationalism, is
typical. Why should these persons assume
thata Welsh policy will have anyassocigtion
with-bourgeois nationslism whatsoever? For
us to have a Welsh press, a Welsh structure,
e1c, makes it possible for the first time 1o
adequately organise ameng Welsh workers
andsupport theirdemands rather than push-
ing English policies where they are mappro-
priate. That 15 the “distinctive revolutionary
position” which will differentiate SWP from
the separatists and unife all gevoliuionary
workers i Wales around our demands, The
tutiure of Wales belongs to the Welsh prof
arigt only: guite right, but we will only make™
that Tuturé o revolutionary socialist one and
defeat bowrgeois nationalism through the
adoption of a correct policy. Otherwise we
beiray the future of Welsh workers, north
and south, 1o nationalism,
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33 The rghtof aations 1o wii émermzrw
“othonis fundamentalto the party s work inthe
minnr nabons: I s doeto our failoie w
prove that SWPis notan ang&icmmg, argani-
sation that national issues inthe appressed
L nalions are articulated paly. through the
wnahist parties.  But socialism reguires
e imernational organisation of the work-
ingcliss, Cmiy Wwe can convince workers in
the. oppessed- natons.that socialistm will
mean the delence aodesiension 61 national
sandcuttural phts conthey bewon soress-
«lutionary polities:
4} The weapon of the fevolutiongsy party
\ zmggiwwrmbnmgw wanonalism
m” s internationatsin, - But this intersatio-
nalism can only be put into g raitice by fight-
ing resolutely against alf focms of English
chauvinism within owr grgenisatons: and
mppmrtimg the streggles of 1be workers of
" the minor pations for sogial andd national
rights,
53 This may oidy be'done by the adoption

sspouse the strageles of workers for social
ecangmie, and. rational rights within the
minor marions of Britswn aml demonsuae
the fatbure of the powrg ol and-petty bours
vis pariies 16 M”ﬂ:m “viply wmmrs such
imggim
Party structure in Wale:
AL SWP propaganda st give full ami
immediate coverage of all Welsh struggles
cubtpral, socil and economic: not as now
“partial and belated covernge of all non-
indistrial events.
2y Tothis end, o penosdica. w be wstabli-
Shed an addition G ureovE . cOVerREE i
SW. The periodical 1o ootas matedal in
both Welsh and English * » car. « the politics
ol SWP. toreport oa all svents relevance
to Welsh wirkers, and o combat both the
influence of sopial democracy wndof eactio-
nary nationalism. The periotheal o uppear
atleast 6 times annually, sod more fre-
. quently as reqiired,
3 Creation of 4 Wciﬁi‘a Ry srpcture
comprising members of SWP noimaily o
¢;’t£i‘ﬂ}1‘!ﬁ}' resident o Wales, o conferat least
awice vearly, and more iwmumziy a1 the
* request of Welsh branches orof anvexecu-
‘tive organ of SWP This organise: nto have
_sole responsibility for formulating allaspects
of the EW? Welsh policy, and to clect g

41 The m:@mmmmm ol o party office and

pressan Wales, and the agpoiniment of o

temst.one full Ve offoer wathy responsihilics
for Welsh mgammﬂum, whis person wrbe
Welsh spesking.
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of a-correct Bathosal pellow. We st

i mrral

Progosal for Conference to be pubmhxd inthe
Hext. im«anm? Hubetin

Plurmg secemt months the Welsh question
hasdorded s way o propinence which st
T i m& for many vears.
The effect of the erisis of jobs, indusiry bous-
g and Welsh culture, requice the SWP 1w
have i Wales ap organisaliona stracture
which will enable Webh comrades 10 res-
popd 1o, and indiate acuions o suppotr-of
Waelsh workers i suruggle around. these
e,

Wetherefore propose that up sggregaio of
vorneades from all Welh SWP braaches'to

b held perhaps 34 nomes @ yedr, 1o discuss

and go-grdmate, activities and. policies -on
speerlic Welsh assues!

Privacy
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Hemel Hemp@tea”d

Replying 1o Pete Goodwin's article on revo-
tutionary unity: (1B August 1980), His'main
theme centres arount the analysis that the
IMG have not changed since the tast confe-
rence, or over the last few vears, on their
tactical and political outlonk.

This demics reality v thatsinee theirconfe-
rence “Socialist Challenge has taken a defi
“nite change in format and direction, it s a
paper which is now gearsd more divectly 1o
intervening in the class struggle. more an
organisational workers. paper, more fikz
Socialist Worker, for instance! .

Given this change in 8.0, which compli-
aents their turn toindustry  andon.iy offen-
sive towards s, plus the fact that they have
posed unity with us in aconcrete way, L.e. the
call for a recalled Defend Our Unions Confe-
rence, which both Pete and Chris forgot 10
mention. I repeat, itis our duty a8 revolutio-
naties to test out their unity proposals by
discussion at national and local level, This
shoithd not be on the basis of abstract pole-
micising, but how in the short term we can
umts against Thatcherism, the right wing in
the Engineering Union, otc, and yes in he
long term having a perspective towards
upited revolitionary party,

In his reply 1o me Pete then offers op a
series of “red herrings”on why we should not
test out the IMG's proposals towards unity.

First of all he-says that “it would ntilise
guite considerable resources which would
otherwise be utilised elsewhere, It would
inevitably shift the attention of all comrades
away from. other guestions: for instance
from-anity in action with the CPand Labonr
Lefr.” Wow Pete, Lam notsuggesting thatall
we should be doing is talking 1o the IMG.
And rather than wutilising considerable
resources, it would do the opposite and com-
- plimentthe resources we have already putin,

i oposing unity in action with the CF and
LabourLeft: It is ridicutous to savthatcom-
rades attentions would be divérted from the
CP and Labour Lefts as-it is the SAME
guestion Le. unity with peoplewith whomwe
can havesn AGRFUMENT on tertain issues
which includes the CP., and Labour Tris
and the IMG. A more worrying aspest
- of Pere’s artich: was his plaving of wnar §
win cart the “mumbers game™. Alrighs,
Pete, we are six times bigger than the
IMG bur weare not by any means an
argunisutional alternative to the Labour
Parry. We are admittedly the biggest fish
i the sevolutionary pobd. but we are not
vl “The Party™! As sueh it is our duty 1o
respond to other revolutionaries when
unity i posed. and at least discuss it.

To siey the disunity of the revolutionary left
153 . :
1. notacrucial obstacle to our growth
anl

2. * ... not a problem we have o solve . 7
i sectarianism of the worst kind. Precisely
because weare the biggest fishin the revolu-
tiomary pondbut ot anorganisational alter-
native to the Labour Party makes itourduty
10 fespond o other serious revolutionary
groupings 1o try and build thatalternative. It
shouild nor bethe case of simply building the
SWP at all costs. Build, yes, but-in the inte-
rests of the class, Tvis obviously in the best
sterests of the glass-at the moment to have
st type of united revolutionary work,
when there are so few of us_about anyway.
Pete goes on 1o say “If 1 P1 wants further

" proof of the lack of poliifcal movement

wwards us he should think through the
examples he himself gites,”
e e disunity i Redder Tape and Rank
and File Teacher. Now, 1 will accept that
these are not just onfortenate examples of
revolutionary disunity but do have a politi-
val and tactical base, but Tor Pete to say ..
“the izt signs ol any political movement by
them towards us would be & return (o the
RE&F groups, so farwe are sl waiting ™
agniv making the mistake of saying that
becs sse @ group disagrees with our cugrént
waen al ine and a ceértain amount of our
polities thew this precludes alltatks of unity,
This is obviously wrong as Famsurea lotof
comrades reading this will agree. Incenain
areas, ¢.g. Ireland, NAC, the ANL, concrete
unity does exist in the localities, and, yes, in
trade union works as welk. Discussion at
tocal and national level would beachance to
pull these strands of united work together
and make them more effective. .
Lastly, Pete argues that although our tac-
tical differences might be ali right taken sepe-

rately,” ... heaped oné on top of the other -

and coupled with very big differences in tra-
dition, and you ‘have 3 recipe for a perma-
ment factional battle in a2 unified
organisation.” T would agres that if, at the
‘moment, the SWP and the IMG instantly
fused, yesthe tactical differences” heaped
one on top of theother” would shake a revo-
tutionary party impossible. However that is
not whiat is being posed by the IMG and
what 1 am saving should happen. Instead,
am tatking about unity in action with adong-
term perspective towards & united revolotio-
nary organisation. Pete also seems o see
these tactical differences,” ... heaped one on
top of ihie other™ s astatic lump that will act
as a wedge separating us forever. History
does not work like that, and the fact that
Socialist Challenge is changing, in.my opi-
nion, for the better and in ling with their
conference resolutions, shows the fluidity of
the organisation.

inshort ™., be permanent factional battle
... which Pete thrusts before the SWP meém-
bership is something he assumes will natu-
rally happen it we ever unite with the IMG.
This-type of analysis has two main fackes,

Firstly, the differences between our two
organisations pale against what we both
agree on, 1.8, generaly spesking, revolutio-
nary marxis, and secondly it doesn’t take
into account that, like anything, organisa-
tions are capable of change.

10 conclision, Lamagainst the current line
of the CC in not ‘responding to calls for
discussion with the MG on how we can
unite, Asa revolutionary marxist organisa-
tionalllevels of the party should be willing to
discuss our tactics and politics, sot just with
those that usually don't hsten, but those that
will. T reject what the CC's line implies, ie.
that we are already an orgavisational alter-
native to the Labout Party and therefore we
can afford to shun the approaches of any
wther group, We can't.

Lastly what Fhave read so far by the CC,
i.e. Chris Harman's articie and Pete Good-
win's réply to my article; imply that there are
5o many differcnes between us to koep e
apart for ever. This unmarxist snal

‘denies the reality that at the moment,
because-of the closeness of our politics we do

work together in-certain areas, in the locali-
ties. T would be gratified if *he C.C. could
give some lead in that sphere nationally.

Al comrades that agree with the main
points; 40 his article should move appropri-
ate resolutions at conference and contact me
through the centre.

-

UCPI0000016148/99



- Republican Faction
~Platform

“Akms of the Republican Faction'

The aim of the Repubilican Faction is 10 win
a clear majority of the pary 1o acoept the
follwing:-

L That the nationalist movemens in the
UK are an bistorically progressive
phenomenon,

2. Covseguently; the Party should develog
# broad strategy on the National Question
hich recognises this,

This strategy should be based on profe-
tarian politics, {eg support for the internatio-
nal- class struggle, Soviets and the
dictatorship of the protetariar)

4. Tactically this implies that we take
seriously the issues raised by the nationdlis
movements, {eg. renuification of Ireland,
political status, language guestion, Home
Rule ete..} Since our politics are disting
from the petty-bourgeois nationalist parties
we bring to these issues our own orientation
on the labour movement especially combat-
ting nationalist chauvinism

The Republican Faction asks Party members
to consider the above statement of our aims.
The crucial point at issue is point 1. Because
ther are divided views on this in the Party, it
i8 important that branches consider the issue
we are raising in order that the Party can
Jievelop o united policy. The above state-
’em can be turned into a motion...

“This branch/district accepts ... 1. ete.

if any branch would like 3 speaker from
the Faction we will do our best 1o proviy
_ong. Youcan contact the Faction by phoning
the Centre and requesting my phone number
or by contacing one. of the faction
supporiers.

i Privacy I

Faction Secretary

1977 Thesis on the
National Question
— back to the
drawing board.

: Privacy E

Adex Callinicos’s reply 1o the Republican
Faction contains a nunber of poinrs, Firse, it
appeals to the 1977 C.0C thesis on the Natio-
nal Question 11.5.J. 101) as our basic Poas-
tion. Seeond, #-guestions whether there is
any connection between the Monarchy and
the National Question. Thirdly, it takes up
some theoretical poimts about the Marxis
Theory of the State and throw. in a red
herring or two about the Naitn-Anderson-
Thompson Debate. Finally Alex raises the
wane of whether our position is based on
stageism or permanent revelution. | am con-
fident that we can deal with all the points
Adex raises, but the nest LB, deadiline means
that we will haveto deal with points 2, 3, and
4in LB No 3

This article s to 1ake up the firg point s
argue that the 1977 thests was destroyed and
that we reguire 2 new thesis. 1 this is true
Alex is skating on extremely thin we in
appealing to this thesis. T netiey i passing
that | lin attacking | Privacy
POSIBE 7 fKaling on the samd 1584

elatms that the 1977 thesis gives usa* disiine.

tive revolutionary position”, Let U5 examine
this “distinetive revolutionary position” in
the light of what happened since 1977,

To begin itis worth pointing but that eve-
rybody from the Republican faction a1 one
extreme 1o the anti-Home Rulersar the other
could find at least sor - points to agree with,
{ant! some to disagree witht Hence itis not s
much the individual parts but rdiher how
they are put together, the broad overall line,

te 45 this that despite some correct points

means  that  the wency
migtken.

The thests beging by waking & positive view of
the- Natipnal Question, pointing <t that we
should not confuse the yaity of the working
class with the unity of the British State{Para
1) Henee we are not opposed to home role or
mdertndence (Para 21 However # is soon
made clear that we are not in favour of it
cither {Para 3) This is because we do not
recogrise Bootland and Wales as oppressed
nations {para 4k--except of course, for a
small bit-of oppression of a smallish number
of prople in Wales, This is reinforced by a
corieet characterisation of the SNP as a petit
bourgeois nationalist Party with a reformist,
electoralist, pro-monarchist ideology. It has
taded (ot sarprisingly) to stir up the Seot-
tish Working Class (para$). The implication
of paragraphs 4 and 5 are that we should not
support Home Rule. But just in case vouare
not yet dizey with zig-zagging, paragrapht
assures that some future hypotheucal situa-
ton might come about in which the SNP
sitcceeded in g the Sconish Working
Class. Then we would want 1o joint in, But
we ars a “milhion miles' from such a scenario,
Henee the overall impression is that we are
nesther for or agawstit The line is Revolu-
tenary Abstentionism,

What happened 1o Revolutionary Absten-
tonism? Not long after, Labour Unionists
and other hardline anti-home rulers in the
Brivish Parliament succeeded in putting
throughthe 40% rale. The effect of this park-
amentary trickery (apan from showing once
again that you cannot trustthe bourgeoisieif
they feel thew interests threatened) was o
desiroy revolutionsry Abstentionism. The
O majority was forged 1o switch 1o the
critical Yes position., But did-this ot Jack
credibility? Had they not previously argued
that # was sufficiently unimportant for us
not 1o take sdes? Not surprisingly, itwas oor
anti-home comrades, who had at least been
vonsistent, who were able with the collapse
of abstentionism to win the Conference.

5S¢ whilst the 1977 thesis argwed that
“underno ircumsiances can we be opposed to
devolution” by 1979 the SWP was wrging wor-
kers 1o vore against devolution. This 1otal
about wirn was in practice the product of an
unholy allance of Parliamentary anti-home
rudirs and SWP anti-home rulers destroving
athesis buill on sand. It remains an anplea-
suntfact that it vas the 40% role that finglly
sunk Jim Callaghan and gave us 8 General
Election-—and Margaret Thaicher.

Somewhere in the 1977 thesis there was a
fatalfhaw. This may have been an coonomis-
we view of the class struggle. Economism
takes a narrow view of class struggle as issues
arsing (spontaneousiy) in the factory. Feo-
nomism wends 10 equate oluss struggle with
trade union stuggle. Issues arising outside

thesis  was iy

“the factory forexample, issues ol oppression,

democratic rights, political and constitutio-
nal matters are not seen 55 class qguestions
rather as owside olass struggle or as a diver-
ston fropm cliss fie sconomie) struggle. On
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“election
Central Commitiee

Lo Epots victory in the Labour Perty leader
ship elecnon does net in bsell signify any
irreversible shift 1o the Ieft By the Labeotr
Partv. It came about becanse a number of
MPs o the centre and we cghtol the party
sawe Foot gy able 1o achieve g compromise
Biepween left arsd vight that was net possible
wafider Heales . They also recognised that
Foor was more aoceptable fo n number of
ke union leaders—inelading generallv nght
s wing unton leaders like Banent—beeause he
was pdentified with-compromises with them
caef 4he bt Labowr go ment, wi
Fleatey was wlentilied with the outs of IE?”?&
and the upenfor suble § per cent wage novm
of. FOTHA, These pressures weve much more
: dmportant that the f}i%‘w‘»ﬂ’?iﬁ‘ effecis-of fearof
peselecnon conferences in some years' time
s few BIPs.

in sermse of the wadivons of the party,
Foot was a Tar more lkely choe thaw Hea-
lees anby one leader of the party Bas ongh
mated from the bard right in 60 vears
faitskoelty apd phat choles was Tollowed by s
tong period of o pe-figheingy, wod
one from the vight cer ablaghany. The
frsvial patiern has hww a eader with left oo
dintials whe has then persuaded the west of
Jbe et o bend over backwards o compro.
mises with the vt (MacDonald. Lansbury,
Aitler, Wilson).
Foor 1s already muking those soenpromi-
ses, Jrehis tadk of romoving crutse migsiles he
s carefu! nen w pul the dull zsmiatum%mz
position. Phs attacks on the government™
sponetarise’ call wpon te CBL o unite with
thie TUC and Labour, He iscarsful odetend
the records of the Wilsen, and Callagban
governmuents  which be serveld. He bas
epsured Healey unopposed dlection as dep-
Ay leader. Mo doubt be will give mporian
shadow cabinet posts 1o ugzw beading cgin
Mzwmw
3 The Foot v ctory huss pulled the carpit out
Xmm the Barad bely oy the party batthes
shey were logking lorward to over The con
sEHet o 5 the electoral college ot
b tadded snt i wsignificance. Benn
i faced with i sapletely outor smaking
POTRES J; Mmuum 1o the paght and
PEOLIE W o sure election w the
shachoy cubee wlready indicated
that Be will nod oppose Foot i e slecioral
coblege b borped
Uingder such omonmsiances, i1 5 possible
thit thetr will be n coram disarray wirthinthe
newae, harder elementsof thedeft fing inding
senme of the eprroists) who sow the road w
power as openng up tor Benndsm. Thig dis-
1 panhe evengreateringertain localities,
wiwm the hc. visof the left are providhng over

g

" ywiee as iy people b opinion p

ry s, the sale of
pr, the disarray. s

o

the-imposition of the

Eomnei hotsesere. Howey
Hkely, forhe time being, 1o be Frprnite
hould never noder-estimate the wabonnded
eredudity of the Labowr lefy.

3 The most important fmpact of the Foot
victory seeips 1o be ouside the ardeore of

sstablished poliigos. It seems twr have arow-
sed in many peaple the hope-of anew sor of
alerniative o Thahor, The Baorthat Foo
‘mhore aggressiveagainst the Tores than wers
Callaghan wnd Healey, the fact that for deca-
des he didh come across as the incorruptible
conscience of the tefi the Tact that be bas
been enthesiptic abont the Liverpoold
emonstEation over unemplovment the ot
hat e pountenanced the disvaption of park-
ameniaty  provedures over the spooupoe
ment of vouncit rent pses; the fact that be
does denvanve Crise—all this s making
more frpact-on the pouteatly unimiated
than his guiet compromises with the rght

In polisics, even the felse hopes which
spread among farge aumbers

iw »:gmiwm "Hm o stir 1

Foot 1o Thatcher; the 4 @mf ceal
those wanting wnlaten
muetings ol demonsin
the Liverpou! dﬂmwmzmmm @m CORITIY
profifecation of campaiges spamst loc
s

A the Vsited From dotument
butletin noted (before the Foo
there seems 0 be Beghnming *A degr
repotiticisation of asubstantial laver of wor.
kers, The polites arere st, bt they are,
by thelraature, spposit m}i Yhos gives us
an exveilon o P pent with out

ideas.”

4§ shes pew feeling were 1o crestalne out
whmtediately nfo solid, entrenched, refor-
st organisation, 1 would represent & ey
seal problem v us. Our numbers woukdseem
puny sompared 10§t and s might well Gind
curselves Torced 1o st put & umm pisriod,
wmum for maz}mmm i

Labdur parsy 1o the o zim
the hard lelt relormastandres
fasa

PLARRATY T

that for much of
st mf’;g%x;mg andd 1w

Eact

1hm Lo wg«umj lu up 2ot vzm{w

Thesr pOsitpns s coungils tha are enfore-
s and their continued deperidense s
st brpeauctao wil further tend
o praralyse them.

However, these are bandicaps even they
s oversome, 1T given tine, wnless reve Fatige
aary  svolalisis . are  working  cony
ama, the-aewly politicised faver.
S, This i where the United Front comes in
The Fout victory makes 1t siore xmwrmm
thae vver.

W have 1o go out of our way 1o find
xm;:mnnm%if: Y ot aotivity with refor
st g roms, as the way inw hich we

cun draw towards us people who mught
atherwise be sttracted ot hard reformst
proabitics.

The very prggmisationsl weakness of the
locad Labony Parties reprosents a certain dif-
fiealyy in this, s no good sisply aranging a
gatted aceivity berween us and them, since
they themselves are unlikely 1o be able w0
suti out thier passive supporters. We will
‘waesily have o go further, seeng any agree-
ment for umted activity as simply the go
shead for us goimg oul and pulling the pas-
sive sapponers of the Labour into action.
P instance. if there is a demonstration over
snemplovment, there i litte doubt that it
will have 10 be the Right 1o Work Campaign
that does the dele work or which takes on the
rask of visrong all the Labour Party mer
i Tocality and ot 1o get them b
In the workplaces there will be many indiviu-
dats syenputhetic wo the new apparentiefusm
of Labour, 1o the anti-bomb campaing el
they will not be drawn from sympathy into
active potitics unless we do the drawing.

i we de manage to get forms of united
serivity going, we have litihe w tear. The
whiole historical experioenee of the fast sixty
vears shows that in united activity between
reformiists and revalutionaries, 1 tends 1o be
the revolutkonaries whe win out in terms of
ideas. That s beesuse our ideas, based upon
the self-activity of he class, fit in with the
nesan of fghting, the reformsts, with fheir
comtmual ohsession with people relying on
pthers 1o do things for them, are embarras.
et and inppnsistent when iLoomes o strugs
ghe, Mence in periods of  activity,
revplutiotanies  hove the advantage io
periods of acquiesence, reformists

& O thing can, however, hold us
from takeng sdvantage of the situation, T
1w the heritage of the last six vears, in which
all 1o wften we found ourselves and our
snmwdiate penphery 0 be the only people
prepared 1o Hght and 1o argue back against
thie eight. This has created a certain tendency
sards mmramed SCCTATIRMISI I OBT OWN
LW tend 1o adopt the attinude that
undess we arg the leadersbap of somerthing, o
wood lintle value. %o many comrrades wers
happier about workimg for Ociober Jth,
which was very much onr baby, than for 29th
M 'unfm gt thoughoat the e of writ-
il the wdientions arethat 29 Movember
will be much bigger. o our work against the
Sazis, many comyades tend 1o write off any
attempt &t involving elements owlsis the
prty becasue these arve seen, almuost by défi-
mmm s wott” And many, many opporiun-
ties have bees Jdost of puervening i the
Ursiwe campaign becanse comrades spe it as
2 ol sstwe-tven though I is bringing
miny thousands of people {and not all them
cheteer middle aged or middle class) imo the
beginmingsof political activity and is already
providing one of the  most embarrawmg
s for-Foug ap b

s i e ight. UCPI0000016148/1055;




There are many differences between e
sivition today sod that of the vardy 19708
Bal in one respect we can Jearn Trom then.
We grow 4t that time from being @ minute
organisation o balng a swall one by avee
matic intervention m campaings and srag-
glein which we were al First s small minorin
In the relatively barren period of the late

s there were fewer——and  ssually
smallero-campaigns and struggles, and we
were @ big minority of tven g miority. Mow
we have o learn again 1o be o consisten
migority ay Jarger nimbers of people are
mmvedved dn activisies. I owe do thas, 1o the
inereased atmasphere of political mieres:
and political discussion erented by the Foor
VIELOTY, W can Beign o grow oonee agein, 1
we do ot lears tis lesson, we el wp
sitting on the sdehne being pure, :
much reinvigorated reformism emt e
wselt between us and the ot sections o he
whass.

A

while

Industrial
Perspectives

Central Committee

1. The overall prrure remans grim, b the
possibilities for us are very great, Oy analy
s dast wear of the low sigte of morale amd
confidence 1 the working class, the wes-
knesses of organsation on the shop Boor
and fhe shift 1o the right o e ot wnon
maehine bas proved all v correct. Days fos
through sirkes arz at thar lowest f ;
the npmbers of workers lang strike
is egually bow. Wage settlements are i
the private sector, while the 677 wage i is
abroady proving dawnnng burdle Tor mos
public sector workers twith bopelully the
exception  of the “speoial case’ of the
foremen). f}m the jebs from only Cardners
unh the wide examples of wha
wan be miw\m b mi#%r"f 55
ange i

Ty

vEars ape w the bight ag
gowernment the snpact of
pies wowld hase bae
arp searchosg oy g

For most of the :
against the cuts Bt action
has been ool }w Fpee mh thore are
senme sepoy that a1 least v somme sections there
may be some veststance. But the loud calls
for totad resstanee from Ted Kogpht ar
carvoithoge v e the extent of the fubue
o rERist at every level

The artack oo conditions and established

rights is equally unchecked. Unemplovmen
s havinga further and vesyserious atledt on
shopfloor confidente wod vrganisation, Lay

offs amd the enormous extent of short time
working throughout masufactoring 15 maks
ing o difficul and somptimes impossible for
shop stewards and militapts o orgamse

memvbers that they sbmefimes don't see Tor

woeks at a time,

The Employment Act is not vet being used
s p widespread way-—partly because the
Tories don't vet peed 1o use i, partly because
the Tories learnt ab Briston wn the summer
how easily therr Code of Practice can get
ther into rouble, The laggers picketing at
Pemhroke (after Brixton) gheasly broke the
Emplovment Act.and the Code of Practice
and the Tories did nothing. The Government
is moving with caption. We are likely to seg
msre ated more postal ballots as the Tores
pick and choose when 1o use the Act. The
Tories find 3t easter o justify postal ballots
and 1 15 far less damaging to them than TV
protures of brge numbers of trade wonists
defying attempts 1o enforce the Code of
Pracuce on pioketing. Newertheless  the
imm will wse both the Emplovment Act
arwd the Code of Practige. They have set the
seene for some serous oopfrontations, and
the Cvernment van't controd directly when

*a lowal polics foree wall decide 1o enforce Son

a  pket lne, with sl the  possable
COTERE Ther et ally wmomiro-
ducing the law snd the Code stealthuly has
been the desfening silence of the General
Cowneil of the THC and the rest of the trade
unton bureaucracy. Since the mess of May
Tdak ghe TUC has stepped aside--leaving the
frekd of public protest and campaigning wide
open to Micheel Foot and Tony Benn.,

The right within the seade unions is highly
comdident, Terry Duffy achioved an unprece-
dented Tiest round victory inthe AUEW Pre-
sidentisl  elections—in spite of rumours
throughout the Broad Left that Wright had
deoe very well and that Dufiv was in for a
sprprise. Frank Chupple s no longer as iso-
tated as he was 10 vesrs ago-—indeed the
engihs 1o which he seemed prepared 1o take
the Isle of Gram row within the TUC 1w
suggests that be s highly confident

As for the teft an the TUC s a totd
shambies. 10 vears ago Jones and Scanlon
were dragging the official movement o a
fighthowever weakened that fght somen-
e was. Now Scanfon’s suceessor Duffy has
ame o spokesman for the maployers
depoincing  his own menbers. The lefi
istead s represented by Moss Evans and
evien David Baspett

The COMMUMIST PARTY has had @
disastrons vear. Except in Corby tney barely
figured in the steel strtkein Sheffield their
i contribution ws o give Real Bteel Mews
w meeting room for the strike. Their vewr
began with the sacking of thew leading
convenor-—Derek Rebisson, The LODTY
Conferenee did them po good st all. Indeed it
is now clear that the Right to Work Came
pargn i @ far more dredible orgamsation.
The fsle of Grain fovnd them highly embar-
rassed by their association with John Bald-
win, The Wright mzmtr«ppher i the AUEW

was bad new for 2 of us, for the CP it meant
the firial end of 8 27 veat perspeciive inengi-
neering. Around Ge iners, 10 smw of the
key convenor's nominal membership of the
CP they hardly covered themselves in
glory-~there will be many rank and file cp
members who will be under the impression
that we lead the strike.

We shouldn't underestimate them. Their
membership may be deglining, they may be
incapable of implementing the sort of cam-
paign they pulled off around UCS 10 years
ago, but they are still a serious foree insome
tocatities. They still provide a loose home for
several thousand  experienced militants.
They still have considerable negative power
i the localities, Their chances of recovery
seem manimal, but in their lengthy death
throws they can still give us 8 blow i the
right conditions. The TOWLU deasion 1o
lobby on Mith October did provide the CP
with & way of operating against us for a
period, although in the end the overwhelm-
ing publicity for the Right to Work march
ended the dithicalty

2 THE MINGORITY. The frustration and
anger against the Tories s not finding much
expression in terms of action but nevetheless
there is a vociferows and growing minority
who would ke 1w take action themselves.
Special  circumstances,, management  or
Giovernment miscalculations, as with the
steebworkers and now the firemen, can lead
o rapid escalations, o any case the Govern-
ment’s policies are bound al some stage 10
provoke defensive actions on a considerable
scale-—the difficulty is that we are sull @t
seems some wav off from the stage. Gardners
shiowed that there 5 # point beyond which
jobs will be defended,

The steelworkers provide the best example
of what over confidence from the Govern-
ment can provoke. Whatever caloulations
the Government had made a’out the useful-
ness of 4 stoppage in steel and the delights of
making an example of a traditionally peace-
fisl group of rrade uniomsts, the Tores were
frightened by the strength of the sirike, by
the flying pickets, by the deternunation of
the rank and file. As the Financial Times
kept complaining. for weeks the strike was
controlied in picker offices m the steel lowng
by local committees.

The smallest as well as the biggest disputes
can shift events. The Brixton sirike by 27
civib-servants ended up braising Prior's pick-
stigg Code even before 1t was officially
imirgduced.

ARrogance wnd miscaleulation from the
Guovernment has now provoked the firemen.
Others will follow, Even the BL workes
could not be sold their wage deal on the first
attempt—n spite of the incredible propa-
ganda around the launch of the Metro,

The examples of small Jisputes which we
CRD mtervene in are i nerows, b the rature
of strikes al e Moaneat, ther tend 1o be
long, bitter and isolated, mthm,;gj; they are
usially official. The only fikely changé inthe
next 12 menths i
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gronps ol anemployed by localities for o fow
secks oreven in g few cases o fow mont b, W
e vary suocessfol in mohilising the vnem-
plovsd W march of mitiona? mgrchet B
we dre not able 1o estabilish serious, petma-
nent undmploved organisanon in A GRS
kers themselves, 1t 35 Bossible that as theouts The veasonms for ths are partly @ do with
cit dggtng e therie seiewrhed e of the mature of the wpEmploved, W:Hiv ter gher
théve wall be some  with the Tact that reany people st do fing
e that i the h ” sebs within aoreasonable spaci of time, partly
becanse the SWP is 1w small to sustain and
carty an-gnemploved srgantsation when oy
R mwm%wm%tp i ;vrmjmmmmﬁi» Ay
the erighoved.
o tell whethaey mw We gan badd and sestin unepved
abps for short perdods, pardoularhy m the
mnmzmmémxmm mrch. At this stage o
or, Bvers the exper
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' shor penods miteuse ag

ramivmied the wmires. B

srpecied. Mowone really o :
trike tor happen-—nor Bl Sirs, not © arles
Hliere or thie Tokles andd not the ster o

i mmmn.
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have any oversll spin ol
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tion from the centre {largely through SW)
butt at the end of the day it s still down to the
local branches 1o make the all importam
personal contact. And i making that con-
tact we must never shy from our politics. We
0 need to argoe the socialist alternative, we
do ned 1o counter racist arguments, indeed
diseuss any issue that comes up on the picket
tipe from Poland to what's on the local pictu-
res. Again it is here that the use of §W s vital
as our pational link bBerween the speaific
local dispute and our general politieal com-
mentary on the world at large

THE FRACTIONS AND THE RANK
AND FILE PAPERS
(Soine of the mdividual fractic 95 hdve repor-
tedan previows TBs). The expansions of the
toval networks and the suecess of some of
our strike mterventions owes something to
ﬂf. suceess of somie of the mdividual rank
tnd fide groups. But i s clear thar three
mgor difficutties of varving degree have are
sen s a result of a previous few years.
The rank and file groups are not very
much Bigger than our own membership in
the particsdar vrmon in very meay bt ot all
cases, The need 1o shnft and open ourselves
up to new lavers of people, many of whom
are becormng mibitant for the first tme m
thewr lives wall become more pressing in the
conung months, Many of the habits and
approaches of the past will not prove ade-
quate, The exclusivity of the rank and file
groups extends even inside our own Partye-
i every union there are SWP members who
simply ignore the rank and file paper of their
amen. 1t s worth asking in each case how
much that is a mistake on the pan of the
indhividual member and how much a problen.
because of the narrowness of the rank and
file paper. Attempts 1o widen our approach,
ke NAG tvpists Charter, are now essential.
2. The second problem is another one of
exclosivity. There 1 no reason 4t all wioy

rank and file nitiatives should be pushed just
by members of the re

¥

ant umin, The 1583
campaign in the AUEW 1o recall the execu-
tive was most successful where it was taken
up by AUVEW members and members of the
tocal SWP branch, whether they wore tea-
chers, students, unemployed ete:

3, Many of the papers are still far too parrow
it the politics they comain. Especially in a
period of widespread passivity and general
and rising concern about all sorts of ssues
we can't stick just 1o parrow ssues around
the umon--some of our rank and file papers
have from time 1o Time managed ap issue
without barely mentioning employers, never
gt the Tories, so keen are they 1o deal
prope iy with the trade amon Dureaucraoy.
The Collier by contrast managed o deal with
Podand by reporting on the strike by Polish
atners-in Silesia and in the next dssue had a
dibate between a miper in the Labour Pany
and an SWP miner about the importance of
Michae! Foor's election as Labour leader.

Narrowness can-also extend tonot1aking
up national rank: and Jile initatives—like
June 23vd or the Right to Work marches of

imh ﬂf:mber. Ieis cleas irhat the gmuw and

papers can contribute to the success.of alt
these mitatives, but egually they can all
tukd successtully out of them. The ssue ot
unemplovment and the need to suppor the
Right 1o Work Campaign (and ke up the
resolptions to the TUCT has 1o be part and
parcel of regular content of all cur rank and
file papers.

There are other maies w th shbd b
be taken op. O wamen's rights the runkamd
file papers can win 4 repuiation as the consis
tent hard camspagners. ssues hike abortion
can stimudate a great deal of deabie
argument within the papers—there
reason @b all why wapporers of a ek and
file paper are gomg toagres with the WP on
ahortion.  Around  puclesr  disarmamenst
again we can win new readers by debating
oul the wsues-—angd we can begin to win the
argument withun the vade omwons that o »
not & meddle class issue” but o campaign that
must by earred m the whole tade wnon
PHOVOIEN,

Aned throughons the vears of thes Governe
ment the gentre-prece of the copment of all the
papers must be th Tones and theyr policies
andd the campagn aganst them

There s an addinonal problem for the
fractions and rank and 8 papers-—that o
wmstation. Most of the problems from amon
o wraon and andietry Lo mndsures are diffe
rent. More than thet, our strength i each s
s different (for hotorical and targely acoud-
ertal reasons) that most pttempls by omg
group o imitate another ard fraught with
dangers. 1t s clear that a small groups of
rembers wa smatl tghtly kot unson like the
FRU can make avonsnderably smpact while o
far larger momber of members moa wale,
disprate and combples unon Bike the TGWLU
van do owery hivtle as @ nanonal group.
Beoause soem of our groups and papers ar
suceessful 1 creates an onvious danger of
others attempting to sptaie them when the
resonrees i e of SWP members on the
ground somply don’t exst and will ke vears
w bwld up. Frachon weakness soon the
whoke a resull of onr pumencal weakness
ratrher than lack of offort

ard

A

UINEON CONFERENC For the first
trme thus year we had suecessful mtervens
tns owsie fand sometimes isided raost of
the major umon Conterences amd many of
the smaller ones. The mterventons Trom the
sptside were organsed durmg the Spong.
byt the sterventions from the snsude hove 16
b ddone well moadvanee, We can o owan o
fow delegates o abmost any aon L onle
rence o we put i the work well in advanee
Bvery traction needs (o plan gy advano
{which means Lowl Bow 1o get resolitions
threough st where 10 reabsne o fight for
delegates. It s a smul tash now but st can
provide moreased oredibality Tor our groups.

GROWING OLDER-~Alhough odr maip
problem is sull our fack of muscle, 1t s clear
that some of our Members 8y WIRMNE post-
tions on executives, or taking onelected full
time or pgarty Tull time umion jobs at work,

Theprovessis indvitable, Butwehaverodo it
na ce)mmlalﬁ Wiy, w:xftmmw wm Beasked

ter vote on the proposals outhimed m the first
B sl novone sianding for a Tull time pose-
teeen ol o pavonally and anvone stand-
g Ty aft CRECRUvE POSIIGD U URIOR Can

oy dose atter Tull consahation with the
fraction dhstret wmd wath the permission of
she 0 This mn't gt Pormabism, There are
dangers as owellas cpporiamibes Tor oy i wi
cxparnd heviornd boin seot, The excetlent
MU prsvton wherehy
with members of
ey M enee
Cintepduced

s 301 he
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; widde. Tt dhifiouin

offioes o Couprse prog wan by madean the
ryost wikikely uand depressmg civunsiances.
Bist 5 narros aeygriimresbulleting conviers
Poagst with the workplace, nothing ever
of that dossn’t des! with the anmediate
prastdems of the workpl will ot help oo
Brpak the relative sodption of sulaantsal the
(RN it

That wowhy our bollenos need 1o lake up
Polasd. Aborton, the Yorshure Ripper, the
Vores, £ 1r el By s
mesdds ter e rassed sesstroahy. But they do
naeeel b e raased AL thesame e the bocal
branches, need tooredoubel ther offorts 1o
sppport members i workploces——SW sales
ernphnigd eetings sroanged w0 that they
aren't i"’z’;g“ﬁzmxff“ﬁﬁz fo et workers and hord
shodk o at 6 3am
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andthose that neglect this work will ne
make the industril pains that #2¢ possible,
Al this activity can provice ps with the
nowledie about what is Buing om inside 1o
launch a bulletin. As long as we unde anid
e dsslies inside we can: produie Ling
even if we have no members inside. And
who are not membes witl often help
he bulletin anyway. The bullerin
izad us oBlo more contacts and

' potential members,
15 activity can be carried ot by
whatever job they dov For us ae
el 1 needs 1o be carried ou by mos:

We certamly cannot
alisation that restnicts

Wy m s Wit workplace oroob
oBE. 07 union: Becaise we are sult onthe
© most of the time. we all need 1o
€ o our locul lactories. works

itacts of pushing Sociativ
Al the ey bo our furure Strensik

i

£
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Fighting Against
the Missiles

Privacy

In the aftermath of the huge October demon-
strateor agamst the mussides we can now
begin to assess the state of the meovement and
the response of vur own orgamsabon. First
of all the movement iseif

CHD, the Campagn Tor Muclear Disar-
marnent, has emerged as the only resl natio-
nith body for coordinating the movement. [t
wits nearly overtaken by the Labour Party
and by Edward Thompsons END (Furo-
pran Muclear Disarmament) in the Spring
and Summer, but the 80,000 plus Outaber
261k devan has put o right back s the driving
et

CMD s run, basic- iy, by pretty soft Euro-
communists. T b dsadvantage of this is that
they have no real e how 1o run B Imass
movement; mdeed they seem gusite mcapable
of realising that they must give the hundreds
of thousands who support the campaign
pasively something to de  we are 10 win
Aol of course the CND leadership refuses 1o
ser the connection betwesn the homb dnd
haspital closures, i bomb and the right 1o
wark, the bamb, nationabism and the nazis
and 50 o

Yol a1 the same time CND has 1wo great
strengths. The fiest is its present refusal 1o be
trerd 1o the Labowr Paroy's coat-tails, its com-
mtment o build an independpnt CRIRPAIRED.
The CP v the CNI tadership are unlikety
tor change this, they would gan nothing by
denng so, and they alio claim to have learnt
from the lessons of CMIYs fuilure in the
F960s when u collupsed for preceely thys
reason. The second s the exireme GPpenRess
of UMDY to fresh wdess and answers. Even at
s Nuvember annual conference, where the
neghgence of us feadership led 1o 2 scanda-
o underrepresentation of the thpwsands
whi have recemby bheen Hoodmg o the
campaign, the dozen of so SWP Fatles
who were there managed to make 4 *
ERpECL our speeches were applanded, we
aodd 8 reasonable amount of hterature and so
(2241

ba previous wsues of the B {August and
Movember) Pete Goodwin and 1 e stres-
sedd b amporiant the siruggle aganst the
sissihes w, ow when we were the Iniernaio-
nal Soculists i the earty 19605 we were bl
st o the UMD, and how uniguely sur pobit-
s 1 the guestion. 1 shsll not repeat that
here. Bul several new features have emerged
which strengthes the srgument significantly.
Farst of aif the le committees {mamnly
WD But abse END. ANC, bocal town
aganst the missiles) are incomparably stran-
ger than in the sarly 1960s, with well aiten-
ded  meetings. film  showings, pickets,
leafletting ete. Secomdly UND- bas a dis-

£

tnctly wider appeal now. Recent public opie
fon surveys have been registering 40%-plus
support for ms aims, an impression that
accords well with the experience of many
tocal commitiees.

Finally there s the crisis itself In the 19604
the fear of the bomb was mainly technical
the danmgers of acadental war and so on
Today it s different, Many peaple now bel-
eve that nuclegr war is probable as & result of
the deliberate path beiag taken by Whitehall,
the Kremlin and the Pentagon. 1t is this
rather than the qualitative change  the new
weapons systens (hke the oriuse mussie)
which has undermined the credibilivy of the
deverrence theory. More i@ sortanthy the ore
518 has sharply posed the al avives in the
form of missites and therefore not hospatals,
bombs and therefore nor jobs, s imperian
s rernember that wo such Hak existed i the
1960, then we had declining sums speas on
bowmbs amidst risimg suims on welfare I
other words then i was much more possible

To begm wic o iUs important to admit how
shight has bee  the wmvolvement of Swp
members o the canous local UND and other
groups. Dwould suess that no more than 40
s comrades have regularty atended or
hetped to bk their local commitiees, Those
who have found 4 remarkable openness and
wierest o what we heve Lo say and in our
heerature, We have, by and targe found n
fanrly easv 40 8 wwe our case, and as often as
BOL R0 win agre nent over strategy. The CF
amd Labocr party members in the local
groups bave lagely dissolved themselves
withm them, an @ with the exveption of the
IMG fwhich hos torally  solared  itself
through s defen e of the "workers bomb',
the sects have wgn the campatgn dismiss-
HIg 3t &s pent-bourgeon. Unfortunately this
% an attdude shared by @l too many of our
R comrades. this woa lusury we can no
tonger afford
AT G

Within each of the locud Broups we need at
least & few people to play 4 regular and con-

0§ d o at prtoto o he

Tising role. Wethen the peneral waork of

bomb in molation from the class society that
produces it Now that is ne longer the case
The bomb s wsmediately and directly con-

building the groups. our comrades have
three distingtive tasks:
L Regularty and ope: lyselling W and other

nected with the preoccupations of ordinary
working class people—unemployment, low
wiges, bad schools, hospital closures ete.
This means that the potential for a really
mEssive campaign s very conwiderable 1Y
done right we could be seeimyg demonsira-
tieas of hall o mithon people m the next vear
or se. But 1o do so will require a radically
different approach 1o the guestion than that
of CNIY either now or 1o the past. Tt would
mean whing upa campaign around demaneds

such as “tobs not Bombs', "Hospitals yest®

Trdent ao' and so on, How exactly epn this
b done?

i re. AL my ows logal END group for
mistance, T usually arrve g mertings 15
minutes before they are due 1o begi o chat
to people and sofl therr SW as they arrive
About M) of the 30 reges a1 atienders buy a
copy each week
2. mrguing for as onent tion toward mass
svolvement—locs!  domonstretions. mass
leafletting and so on.

3 Avguing For t e can wan to orest tself
above all 1o the vouwrtk snd o the working
class.

The latter weeds speoong out im greater

“Omce they talked ab # bal

In the of oy poditica

each muclear power could inflict sn midny megadeas s
o the other that the use of naclear weapons wonbd by
vnthinkable. Now it is alf different...

The new weapoas systems are the ceptrepiece, They
are tatked of not as part of the strategy of deterrence, .
o be beld back as the witimate gusrantor of world
prace. as an unuses reat, They are there to be used’

nuclhear annibilation, b become thinkable. 1t is tipme
=thing was done. .

o

YHO,

lwaders Armageddon,

MIBSILE MADNESS. SWE
pamphides by Pevor Binns
pacthe pew woapons
wywkerow and bow they
threaten vour e 4y
{plus 10p postager. Buik
orders £3.25 for 10 pos
Free from Socialiss
Unlimited, 268 Sevirn
Sisters Rosd, London M4,
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Youth Perspectives

‘Central Committee

Lo Over the fast 18 months our youth work
has been more successful than lor many
vears, But the reason for our sugeess 15 the
limited and restricted area of work we have
concentraied on. We do not have u perspec-
tive for or an organisation for most vouth,
instead we have concentrated on school stu-
dents, usually aged between 14 and 16,
2 Asa result of the work of the Tast 18
months we have now a small cadre with con-
siderable influence 1 those localities that
have taken up the work, Many arcos have
made no aticmpt 1o use the experiemn s we
Liave and have made no attempt to approach
sthool students in & systematic way—the
‘.auh 15 of course unnecessary weaknesses in
vome parts of the country, while in others
our ideas are influencing large numbers of
school studerits,
3 Swruggles among schoul students rise
and fall very deamatically, School strikesare
in fact commonplace. although they often
begin and end ina maner of a few bours ora
few days. In the briel time they last it is casy
10 approach large pumbers of voung people
on a wide runue of topies—the guestion of
schoel uniform caneasily turn indo & discus-
ston about the bomb. Russia and the need for
soctafism. But all too often we ignore or are
simply unaware of what i happening.
Every SWP branch necds o louk at the
school secondary schools and fcarm trom the
experience of areas that have achieved some-
thing. We can recrun some school students
and we can certanly mobnlise many otherad
we work property,
4. The NUSS i the school siudents atue
For 1% months 1t has beendompated by
SWP although the LPYS, the YOL oo are
mvedved 140 m some areas. So isthe WSE an
two towns. The IMG's "independent” vouth
organsation. Revolution, seems 1o have
abandoned the schools for somewhere obse,
although Revolution s in any case badly
split between those who support the IMG
and those who hate 4. None of these organe
sations are at the moment any serous prih-
lem for usan the schools, most of the bime we
don’t come actoss them although there are
problems m some arcas.
The NUSS has nearly 10000 mambers 1
s divided up into brasches some of which
work befter than others. It s very cany o
recruit 2 ge numbers of school students w
NUSS simply on the grounds of “the nght w
have our own umeon’ and oppostiion o
petty rules etd’
But because schoobs are tughly authorigar-
wan, any attempt by school students to orgi-
nise i any way at.all tends o provoke

violent over reaction by teachers and head-
teachers. This in turn leads 10 strikes and
large scale walk outs.

Under effective lenderstip. these strikes

T ocan for short peniods be devastating: the

wheas of all those wvolved develop dramar-
cally i the space of hours. T becomes very
CHSY L0 Taise our pu}mu

5 Conunuing our presence in NUSS is the
key 1o out work amuong school students. The
sefiood is the natural place for us to organise,
it brings hundreds er even thousands of
schools students together in ope place, o
subjects them to petty restrietions on what
they wear, when they can @Ik ete ete Arbi-
trary rules, wild and sometimes brutal
punishments are handed out, For revolutio-
maries not to operate permanently m these
hot houses would be mnsane

Aand NUSS o the best way for us to keepa
permanent presency in the schools. 1o
impossible 1o say whether NUSS wili grow
intoa large. permanent body or wall contnue
as a hard campaigmng orgamsation m
schooks which rises and falls with the strug-
gles. Whatever happens 1115 where we are
developig an effective vouth cadre for the
first tme and i is where we are learning 1o
carry our weas 1o a larger audsence of youth,
6 Bot the Sucvess of NUSS and our youth
work wilt depend on the abily of NUSS o
mivolve gselt in other, larger movements on
more spectiic ssues--m particular the fight
agaimst nuclear weapons and the fight 1o get
the Brinsh Movement out of the schools.
LN

1 is lewr that many thowsands of school
vudients are optenng pohies for the firs
e through CND and the mussides issue.
We huve 1o win as many ol these 1o us as we
can, but there ss no point pretending that we
have the sort of youth organsation that can
dispateh th susands of cadeés into the OND.

Fristeud v oare orgamsing a NUSS speak-
g tour o ded SCHOOLS AGAINST THE
BOMB. using the small base we already have
to win more schiool students both against the
bomb and o NUSS. There'is now a special
NLUSS/Schools Agamst the Bomb leaflet for
werde distribunon, NUSS must be visibly pre-
sent o all OND marches.

BM .

Pas ow clear that the BM s busding hardd
wosome sohools i some arvas, NUSS has
produced i yomt NUSSZANL nanonal lea-
ot aganst the BM o gomtaschooks. When-
ever there is ocal BM sty we are irving

to produce tocal katlets o go mto schoods
argumg wgainst the BM

Phe AN and NUSS are organeang s joun
Canterenee around the theme of geting the
Nasts ot of e schools i February as pant
of the campagn. We have 1o campaign con-
ststentis aganst the BMan the schools, It we
don't push”socialist pohities. we wall leave
many schools wide open for the BM.

70 REBEL —AU the ssues discussed toge-
“ther need to be hinked together so that wecan
go from NUSS cte to thiscussing alf our polit-
jes 0 a wany that s acceptable 1o school stu-
dents. To do this successfully the REBEL
paper need 1o be much better organised. We
are pow atlempting (o pul it on a firmer
footing and produce it twice g term.

At the NUSS Confereénce some 80 delega-
tes acted as members and supporters of
REBEL  Somewhere around 100 vouths
cume 1o the Rebel Weekend. [Us a very small
hase. We are still learming what we are doing.

Bur twas leweons are absolutely clear so far
b We got what we have by concentrating
o schools, Fyervtlnng we have done that
has gone wrong was a result of overextend-
ing ourselves and takimg vn more than we
could achieve, Whenever we have concen-
trated the result have been good.
2 The local SWP Branches are cruaal to
our suceess. [ we are going to win numbers
of schools students around us m gvery area
(and we can do i) we need the local branches
to be prepared to leatlet schools, spend some
tme visitmg local NUSS members, involving
them in all the focat R zht 1o-Work, ANL.
CND acuvities

And we need the local branches 1o be the
sort of places where school students who jon
will feelh immediately wt home, valued mem-
bers of the ruwlumnmn parts.

Over the next vear we need 1o put more
effort into getting REBEL vut regularly. We
need 1o carry an with NUSS and use the base
we have to win more sehool students around
s, particularly on ssues hike the BM and the
OND. And it's worth evervone remembering
thit as the Right 1o Work marchers went

through Brighton « wards the Tory Panty

Conference. 200 ~éhool students marched
out of one of the Brighton's schiools 1o jon
them, - There are schools hike that in every
City

MMOME Suggesions

Fuery SWP branch should draw up a i
of the secondary schoods in the arca, bise the
NUSS leaflers {whether sinoght NUSS, or
ant BM, or OND orRight o Work depeads
on urcumstanvesth Lodleis the schools 1o
arate all schoo) students (o u meeting, Have -
psd one speaser. g local member of NUSS o
wne of the NUSS tull-timiers to speak and no
aduls (partcularhy po teachers) H's amaz-
g how many school students will turn up
from just one ¢ffort and ot they don't all
you've fosave some leaflets. tae don" iy it
everywhere we ake leaving the field wide
open 16 the BM,

9
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1i - Racism, s
" capivalism, , ,
- The combined and uneven development
. ofabe world svstem meaes, that edonomic
U growthotends 1o be concentrated in cersain
. countries and regions, teaving most of the

endemic i modern

nate; growing no-faster than the population,
With resultant massive fevels of unemploy-
. wment and underemployment. Many of those
"who seffer; necessarily move to the indus-
i cotntries and regions seeking employ-
ament: In conditions of global evonomic

sorlsis, the ruling classes of the advanded -

rggions and countries, while coatinuing to
benefitfrom an mflux of new labour 1o fon-

L er are willing 1o bear the cost of paving
v sepvices that old established *native” workers
“have won for themselves through struggle.
The immigram Jabour is driven o thelo-
avest pad job, with the worst conditions is
“often (eg under the Common Market immi-
“gtant Tabour systesn) denied Tull welfare
ights, and suffers higher thao average levels

spolivicians find that they van éstablish a
political base for themselves among extabli-
. sshied “gative” workens.and petiy hourgeois by
Blamung the immigrants for the general dee-
e in services, living standards, housing eic
bt residls from the crisws, Jgitation For
ImAngration controls becomes g means of
dividing the v wking' class (from  Bir-
‘mingham to Coliforma, from Altof 1o
Assarm).

A InBram, superimposed ol this is the

adesiogical hervage  of  imperiahsme.

XSG navorelist, racmt  dess Mg

whole sections of the petty bourgenisie and
ahe working cluss, .

¢ Crisis conditions mean thar reformist
“politicians and teade union leaders ars inga-
able of resisting such pressures, even when
they themseélves are anti-racists, They have

world's population in econonvies which stagr.

“ - obunemployment, AT the same time, capitale

: m ahieinative 1o offer those who wrn w0
racism in reaction 1o detertar | conditions,

and invariably endup miaking concessions to

the facists in the hope that this will stop -

racists agitation. Hence the way they play the
‘mumbers gamie’ over immigration; tolerate
racisim in the police. and refuse to confront,
racist practices.in their own organisations.

2 The fight against sacism is of central

. importance for revolutionary socialists. Itis
the fight to prevent the division of the work-
g class through acceptance of oppression
of a whole section of workers. It is the fight
to stop“native” workeis becomeing the tool

“of the enemy class. - )

1t is°a fight that cannor be consistently
waged by reformists. Not because they are
‘necessarily racists (some are, sone aren'tybut
because they are ‘commitied 1o working
within-a system which, in its present stage,
‘breéds racism,

The onus. of the initative in the fight
‘against racism thus lies with the revelutio-
nary organtsations.

But this does not mean that the fight
should be waged by 1evolutionaries alone.
Thete are comradictions in the positions of
the reformists, and we have to explent these,
We have to draw followers of the reformist
arganisations behind our initiatives. In thiy
way, we cun have an impact in the fight
against racism out of ali proportion 1o our
numibers,

”.

3. In the fight against ratism, it is necessary
to-distinguish between;

& Racisrg as an ideological influence within
the working class: Anti-ratist propaganda
hag-a role'1o play in combatting this, But it
would be coudest idealism 1o imagine that
ragist can be fought by propaganda alone.

Workers  holding racist ideas. nearly
always have other ideas as well, that Stand in
contradictian 1o these. Such ideas are the
result of experiences that cut acToss racist

-notions—eg allegiance to unions, opposition

to. Toryism; even a general liberad
humanitarianism. . S

© Whether racist or non-racist notions o
seém like an irrelevence or even a danger
when expredsed, say, on a preket line, to
peaple-who wouldexpebs ther Sy, i a pub
Skinheads who will join a BM march because
they relish the excitement, mught also wlen-
tfy with a RTW march. .

As rovolutionary soeialists, we have 1o do
Gur wmost o draw workers and youth
mfluenced by racist ideas oo struggles
which “ut across these ideas. This does Dot

mean  dropping  our  epen hostility 1o

TRCISIB—~it IHans expressing it on the terram
where 11 s Bkely 1o have most effect.

b What is often called ‘state racism’—
immigration controls, de srtations, police
harrassment etc. This represent an attempt
by the pationat stite i recongile apparemt
contradictory needs—on fhe one hand'f. 4
large population 6f immigrant labour, on the

other the need for capualist politicians 1o
establish a base for themselves among large
sections of the white populution by cultivar.

Jng racist attitudes. I the state can halance

one need off against the other w the nighy
degree, it gets a pool of wmmigrant tand
locatly born black) labour that s demed the

" rights enjoyed by “native’ workers and which

15 likely to accept lower pav and worse conds.
tions because of ractt harrassmen:

*State racism’ is felt asa permanant re by
by large numbers of black workers T o
clearly expressed an the atthude 4 ol
officers and immigration otfwials by ihem
Their response s hostliny, especially 1o the
pohice——which occastonally explvice ino
apen confrontation

A revolationary socialtst organisatoom wiil
never gam a hearmg ameong the black popu.
lation unless s prepared b stand fully with
ther in this aspect of the wruggle - backing
fully their right 1o fight back agsinet the
police regardiess of actesl diagrecments
with methods used
Heowever. 1t would be wrong 1o diaw zi’,
conclesion, a5 some actvists do, that ST
racism’ s the only real enciny black peaple
tace, and that nothing could be wirae thye
"State racism’ represents the atierapt by the
state tor balance off ity need tfor the black
waorkforee and its peed for racivn |
the attempt 1o subordinaie and SRPTe
black people as & group, combined with ihe
token admission of certan privileged Macks
ino reiaxzw:!y h!g,h Postlions as g saler wahe
for the rest {hence cgual opporteie. o
bation, etch. 1t does not a Present iy
physical elimination of the wh e
population,

Teorilvs

Pk

e Thus physical exterminetion v e goas o
the fascists. Thevstand for the enters
of the black populution tunder the o
sm of “repatnation’). as et sl
power that would alse wvolve the destryges
ton of all working elass OF ZATHSS 1

Of course, the influence af the N ua;r“
seetons of the white populaton cannot be
sepavated by a Chinese wall 15 ‘
raem’. The mure powertul the Nz o FREIE
sations become, the more the siate mahes
CORCESSIONS (0 them by mcreasing - owsn
attacks on black people. But that doee pon
mean that the present forme of <tute raomm
are the same as fascism. or that 1the Nazi are
“less ol a problem that the police” Fuep o the
police are the magor source of ragim v ielence
expenenced by bluck peopie at prosent i b
s be remenmbered that 164 the Nasin whn o are
makmg the runming for “state rao Vi
mote suceesstul the Nazis are with ey
aotions of extermumating the blak pripribi-
tion the more vicious wilf be the ainachs of
the forces of the state on black people

Hence, our anti-Naz work o o o oteal
COMPOREnt of our anti-racn work I the
fast hulletn there was a documen: ST
ANL work: Suffice 1o sy Bere that we must
reject the notion that somehow the ANT har
been and s irrelevant o bludk peuple
Because the Nagis are g central problem tor
black people, the tightag st them mus be
4 central issue In praco.e mans blacks,
especialfy black youths, have jomed 0 the

it

¥
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anti-Nazi mobilisations (Wood Green and
" Lewisham in 1977, Sowthall and. Leicester
last year, West Bromwich Wisyear).

Let us repeat- these stiie’ nider present
conditions oppresses biack-pedpie: the Nazis
seek to exterminate them: There is a
difference. .

Fascism flourishes in so far as it is able to
mobilise masses on the stregts. creating a
feeling of excitement in whichwiiseworkers,
petty bourgeois and youth turnagainst black
people rather than looking at the real prob-
lems they face. An essential part of the fight
against fascism is 1o keep itoff the sereets, 1
stop i+ roviding this surrogate incitement.

Such  counter-mobilisation cannot  be
achieved by revolutionaries alone. It requi-
res every effort 1o involve those influenced
by reformsst ideas—evén by ideas that make
“ONCESSIONS 1O certain racist notions,

Such counter-mobilisation cannot be
chieved by revolutionaties alone. It requi-
dcs every effort 1o involve those influenced
by reformist ideas—even By-idems that make
CORCESSIoNs Lo certain racist potions.

We are for the widest possible mobilisa-
ton against the fascists, at#e’same time as
CONUNWING 10 PUt acTOSS GUF OWn ‘Fevolutio-
nary, iternationalist ideas*

Fascism cannot be stopped by small
squads of revolutionaries shejgilig & out in
alieyways and pubs with smeit grovps of
fascists. Tt will be stopped by ass miobilisa-
tins alone. 1t is these that demoralise the

Nazis. Of course, ant-nazis have to'be pre-
pard. to use force and to organise accord-
ingly. But that use of fdres. hes to be
subordinated to the mass mobilisation, not
be seen as an easy substitute for it.

.

4. A central role in the fight back against
racism has to be played by the mobilisation
of black people themselves.
on the receiving end of opp
the most effective forcein’s
fight back aganst it ;

Often the ideas with whid Vbegin the
fightback will be hazy and confused. But this
should not lead us to undengstimate the sig-
nificance of thewr actions,

Here 1 1s vital to undestand that black
nationahst and similar notions are not of all
1o be equated with white racism,

Whate racism 15 an ideology.wich secks 1o
perpetuate oppression. Black nationalism is
an deology which mobiliséd people agaimst
their oppression, but in a confased, contra-
dictory way. In this respect it Mgggome sim-
Hanues with reformism—it gan begin to
mobilise people for action even thoagh those
who propagate it have no idea-how to finish
the mobilisation. Just as we do not equate
Muoss Evans or Wedgwood Benn with Mar-
garet Thathcer so we should not equate
black nationalism with white eacism.

Insoiar as back natiomlism ENCOUrAgEs
black people 1o stand up-for themselves to
cast off old racist stereotypes, 1o resist the
harrassment of the police, touchallenge the
subordinate posiions assipher®s
anions, 1o that exten: it phaie
role. )

Nevertheless, this does not mean that we
can simply be uncritical of it Any sort of
nationalism, even the nationalism of an
oppressed group, provides a confused, lim-
ited view of the workd which does not come
to terms with the central problems facing the
proletarian elemem within that oppressed
group. It cannot locate the real sources of
their oppression, teach them who are their
real friends and their real snemies. show
them the real road to iberation. It inevitably
plays, at certain points in the struggle for
liberation, a diversionary or even a counter-
revolutionary role.

The tiberation of black people will never
be achieved {f the only political current thar
grow up in the back communities are natio-
nalist ones. Liberation means confronting
the whole world system ot capitalism—an
that means the building of a party of a/f the
expolited. an internationalist, mubiracial
proletarian party. Such a party will work
alongside black nayonalists and reformists
to mobilise black people against particular
aspects of their oppression, and 11 will sup-
port their right to go as far as they wish n
this struggle—~but it will also insst that final
success for such mobilisations 1 only pos-
stble if they become linked up with the
general struggle of the working class. And
that means recognising, that in the final anal-
ysis, the revolutionary organisation of biack
workers as workers is the key to st ruggle of
all black people for liberation.

F .

5. In concrete terms, .t is useful to distn-
guish two phases in the fight back agamst
racism in Britain.

{a} The first phase was verv much a fight o
white people (chiefl; students and vouth)
aganst ractalist mobilisations by sections of
the white population (eg the demonstrations
aganst Powell in 1968, the earlier struggle

against the NF as a1 Red Lion Square). in
this stage. the only mobilisations of black
people themselves were token demonstra-
tons aganst immigration measures, in the
main from the old established IWAs etc.

This was a reflection of the fact t* 11 maost
black peopoe stili felt of thenrselves as immi-
grants’ in the literal sense of the term. They
had only relatively recently arrived in Bri-
tam, felt Ylucky’ to be here, were usually able
to get better paid jobs and migher tiving
standards than thev bad known before, were
anxwous 1ot o cause “trouble’—and so
would put up with an enormous amount of
shit.

In this period. the only substantial orgam-
sations within the black communities were
the IWAs ete; black liberanon groups of any
sart were small groups of highly politicised
individuals.

(b A new phase started in the mud-70.
Those on the receiving end of racism now
included large numbers of black youth who
had been born in this country, did not feel
like ‘immigrants’ felt entitted to the same
rights as the white kids they had been at
school with, and who faced certainly higher

Ctevels of

unemployment, and probably
higher levels of police harassment. than their
parents had.

In this phase there was the first large scale
willingness of black people to wke to the
streets against the racists and the police (the
anti-Powell ant-racet kilbng demonstra-
tions of 1976, the 1976 Carnival | Wood
Green and Lewisham m 1977, Brck Lane
1978 et There were also the growth within
the Asian communities of new organisa-
tions, the Youth Movemenis

But the man feature of this phase has been
that huge and unexpected upsurges of strug-
gle {eg Bristol ths vear) have come and gone
without leaving behind any substanual, con-
soldiated  pohitical orgamsation (whether
black natronahst or revolutonary socialist)
on the ground,

The sudden Jhanges from  apparent
apathy to mass insi geney ond back th appa-
FERt apathy s not an experence umigue to
the black communites m Broan, {r o the

histoneal experiens ot all commumity based

movements-—~from the black struggles w the
US in the 1960s 1o the unemploved struggles
i Britam an the 1930s Communities are
made up of people who share a common
oppression, but whose other expenences (ot
therr jobs housing conditions, etc} can vary
enormously. They can be tused brieflv into
struggle—but rapadly fall back inro fragmen-
tation and apathy
;.

6. We can expect the pattern of this second
stage to recur over and over again among
black people i Britam. As the vrsis gets
nastier so will racism. Even the most conser-
vative, rehgious ete elemer woin the ethnie
minorities will be torced 1o react But the
reaction will ondy spasmodically have a mass
character

What will mauer then 1 whether a
minorsty —maybe a very small mimonty-—n
each community can be brought w some
permanent form of organsation. and the
pohitical character of that vrg ssavon. The
best outuome would be the pohticsation of g
minonty which brings it to understand how
best to respond in the nest upsurge within
the community, but which also cnables o

relate to copunuing non GMmunity.
sittiggles—especially 1o the class s uggle in
mdustry. The outoome would  be
domimance  of ndividualistie tendencies
twhether of an apportunis? or a tt-for-tat
terrorist surt wh oh rse and tall with the
movenent

Weriad

Our Experience
7. What i the expenience of our organisa-
tuan so fur?

At one level o has been vers posiinge We
have agamn and agam mtenvened tosupport
black struggles-~whether vou talk about
black strikes from Woalts rubber back in the
mid-1960s to Chax this year, or of the fight
back aganst the Nazs, radist attacks and
“state racism’. As a resull, we have won the
respect of many black workers and. on ocea-

IO
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But we have not abzc 10, hold more than
y vxduais from these g.mup‘» The high
“papers sales we have built up i black areas
;athigh points of struggle have {allen rapidly
A5 the struggle has subsidised We hav
recruited a z,wady trickle of black menbers
over the last couple of vears—but it has nor
been, in many cases. directly. out of our anti-

racist work, but out of & “normat”. andustrial

and student work.
"fhcym@mlt is-that when we intervens
© support ol black striggles, we still appear as

o owérwhelmingly white organisation” with

v few black members,
Within the black communities we are
miuch, much smaller than the oldestablished
more-or-leds reformist Asuan organisations

" {IWASs) and. generally, smalier dlso than—

although pot that much smaller—than
various. back nauonalist, third w seldist or
‘Maoist® organisations.

This is a vefleetion of the fact that until
“recently, even among the white left, vasious
forms of “third worldism® were moTe preva-

fent than our ideas. There have been great -

bourgeor'nationahist victories—in Viemam,
in Angﬂkz and Mummbrque, in Zimbabiwe,
The pfoletarian victory & still to come: The
nauopalists w particular wy to solate our
comrades fr the communities by claiming

thgt we are’s white organisation’~-and our -

small number of black cadres dften makés 1
difficult to dead with the argument. You have
1o be famastically hard and conmitted to the
party 1 stadd up o that sort of nationalistic
blackmail. :

Hence our comrades can easily tind them-
- selves in p vicions circle, Because we have 5o
: ftf’gv black comrades we can be presemed asa
“wehiste organisation’—but because the natio-
nalists preseni us like that, it makes w difti
cult 1o recruit more comrides, |

8. Thereis no easy way outol this situatic |
in the short werm. 1t s no good niaking con-
cessions ty the nationalists” argonrents—that
does not overcome the gull that separates
even the pationalism of the oppressed from-
profetartan iniergaitonglom. that separates
an Angols or a4 Zimbabue from a workers'
state. that separates class struggle from com-
mumty struggles hat crogs-cut cluss fines

The Way Forward

The key to the
(a) Onr normad party a00vity musicomtinge
o have tighting Fadism as i comtral prioriy
s means not mm v bt the Nazis
but also support campaigns wgaist deporta-
tions, the 5178 Lavs, pohee harrasment ithe
tncalities ¢ie. 1 we are o heep respect m the
black communities we o anot affoed to he
seen 1o be downpiaving sach BCHYHY i
favgur of some other* priory”, by parfi uim,
all ouwr mdostrial and student membse
should see o campangn of resolutios ,»garmi
©thenew, racst ’\Ia'mnaht} 8«& us-of central
tmpa[mfiw

Fes e theee fold a P

At the same time, we must continue 1o put
particular emphasis.on support for strikes in
which the majority of the participants are
black. Theenables us bothre butld solidarity
across ethnic’ lines inside the trade union
movement and the class, while approaching
black workers on the terrain most favou-
rable 1o-us and least favourable to the mfm
mists and natonalists,

This is where the winning of revalutionary
cadres within the black communities beco-
mes crucial. I they sxast, the spasmodic com-
munity insurgency can become a powerful
contributing factor o the general struggle
against the system; if they do ot the upsur-
ges can béisolated and tirnin on themselves,
allowing the raling class more casily to div-

_ide the black community and to increase

hostlity 1o biadc %tmgg!m among white

wmkﬂra

by We have to seek to buid up b!az,k mem-
bers and who-join us through indusinal, stu-
detm, work in to.a
on.the reformists and the nationalists in the
btack communities, This rannor be simply a
méatier of telling.a black student, sav. that
" dhey ‘have o sink or swimin Community
. agitation. Thedifficulties of community agi-
tution on-the one hamd (with its upand down
- nature), and the hostility of nationalist'third
worldistactivists on the othér, would mprdiv
demoratise many of our taembers. I s a
question of comrades developing confidence
and pu[mcal understahding through workin
- the -ares in-which they were recruited, but
also taking par in particular campaigns ori-
ented onthe communities (eg over a particn-
larly putrageous gase of police harrassment).
lmportant here is -the orgapisation of
iraiming schools that can encourage peopleto
learn the lofitical skills they need for such
-actvity and bow to deal with the arguments
they come across. We intend ro organise the
Sirst of these early in the new vear.

In the past we have tried to produce issues
of an agitational papes. Flame, (and for a
time Chingari as well) to help organise our
xgummuat activities” in the black communi-
ties. It was the felling of the st black caucus
meeting that the experience of Fame this
year shows we do not have the resources to
produce a viable nduonal agirations! paper.
but that local publications {as in Brixton and
Southall)y have a role.

Yhere was a feeling among some comra-
des, hbowever, that some sort ol modest semi-
reorencal/ /discussion publication should
be praduced. This would 4im at arming our
comrades with arguments and information
Lo assist 10 discussions with black people. It
wiuld provide a forum for discussing the
‘problems of organising in the black commu-
nities and among black workers. Such a ptib-
heation would also aid the development of 4
black cadre and assist in building the confi-
dente of our black members, by providing a

~mw,s. for um bimk wwk

cadre capable of tuking

fc)  On this basis we can slowlyv move tog
situation where we have a few SWP branc ey
in black areas whose membershup o predom-
nantly black. That would make the slan-
dersfrom nationalists ¢1¢ abour us beong
‘white’ orgamsation much less credible.
would also meke ot much casier for us 1o
inttiate as well as support struggles agamnst
oppression, However 1t s important not o
remember that the volathity of community

bised political-acuon makes it impossible 1o

build a viable basis through that alone *Rou.
e SWP work’—especially work around
strikes, but alst umon work, ant nuclear
work ete—is essential f comrades are 1w

buitd stable organisation that iself does not
go up and down with the black community
based struggle.

There is no objection 1o princple wo com-
rades working v activity and duescussion
wroups (like the old Flame groups) with peo-
ple” not yet prepared to join the parts Bu&y
these it is important to blur over differen
with.the nationalhists and our commuitment o
dass politics And 1t is important that the
commitment to class poliics & net an
abstraction alone. bat means the SWP mem-
bers arguing and organsing for support for
struggles of whire workers as well as black.

We should also be clear that there 1 no
objection in principal-~at some pomt in the
future~<to comrades trving 1o establish
broader based organisations m partivalas

communities. Buat we have to recognise that
-we do not have the cadre 1o begin 10 do this
at present,

9. Most of us in the party 1 the past—have
-exagerated return: that are wvalable 1o the
party invthe short term form our wor, among
black people. In reacuon w this tner ftas
been-a certain tendency to write off the need
for any special concentration on theprob-
lems of such work. This perspective rejects
both, such approaches. There are going
spasmodic explositions -of dise ntent fr
black people, whether we relate o them or
not, ahd these can be of key nimportance (o
the configuration of class forcesas a wh e
We have 10 have a perspectine of building a
black cadre capable of leading 1n these But
we also have 10 recogmse that there are no
short cuts 1o achieving this goal, that we are
stifl alking of sustamned work over vean
rather than quick rewards in a fow weeks

Over leaf we print the
latest document frem the
ANL Stesring Cemmittes,

-The S5uP's perspectives fer
our work in the ANL appeared
in the last 18,
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Andi Naz: League

THE EXTREME RIGHT IN BRITAIN

i

For near!y a veur after the General Election
of May 1979, the National Front was in a
state of confusion. They had noped to
secure p(")liticle respectability as the “third
political party™ in Britain by contesting
local and national elections. They were
deteated in this aim as their very poor
polling record shows._ In part. this . as the
result of the Conservative Party's adoption
ot a harsner policy on immigration. Chiefly .
it resulted from the demoralization of the
NE's membership through the systematic
work of the Anti Nazi League and other
anti-fascist organisations The charge that
the Front was led by Nazis stuck and
effectively prevented the Front from
breaking vut of fringe politics The
electoral r ~ults completed the
demoralization. and generated a series o
colhisions within the Front leadership.
fragmenting the Front in a series of
competing and isolated groups

However, since the early sumimer. this
sttuation has begun 1o change.

1} The Front hasbeen able to renew its
capacity to hold public
demonstrations - at Southwark
Lewisham. Corby, Central
London. Brighton. Halifax.
Tonbridge Wells. Preston.
Glasgow, Blackpool. Nottingham
Nuneaton, Hoxton, Furthermore,
the organisation which benefited
most from the internal feuds of the
Nattonal Hmﬁi the overtdy Nazi
Brinish Moverpent. has now gaimed
sufficient strength to hold
demonstratiom in Dewsbury and
Welling: and they arce planning 1o
hold o national march in Central
Londoen on November 25rd

i) The extreme Right has focussed
much more sharply on the probiem
of unemplvment at the same time
as national unemplovment figures
have risen alarmingly. Leaflets
proclaimng ”Briri«h johs for
Brinsh workers™ have been
distribut. d widely at Labour
Exchan es. The tone of regular
pubhications on the extreme Rightis
‘noreasingly anti-semitic

it} There has been an upsurge in
assaults on black people. many of
them traceable to those inor
around extreme Right wing

THE WAY FORWARD ——

orgamisations. In Newham and
Feeds. assaults have ended in the
feath of the victnms, There have
alsoy been o number of anti-semitic
outrages. as well as a resumption of
.wmmm oy people and
sorctadists, wnd attempts W break up
mcetings and provent the sales of
THOYEHLY f‘f'\”\ﬂ

e SIS aternps o recrt white working
cluss vourh are meeting with Some success.
There s been d resumption of work at
tootball norches where cucialist abuse and
slogans hive inereased . On the popular
mse soene . there s now much mose overt
Satsrand racralist propuganda. and a
wenkenime of the countorattack

Phe extreme Right hus o iken comfort
from the remarkable spate of mcidents in
Pruvope. with thor cosobation of the
widening scale ot overthy Moz mtluenge
Ihe uppalling {mmb*?z crccdenis i
Bologna, Munich and f’w Sadre ol the
ROPE OUEFREeOns sympioms of s mood
Fhe comtort derived by cadres of the Front
and the British Movement < transmitted
through hinks with neo-Naz organisations
of {,ump«: through the exchange of
publicamons and visits by respective
feaders through the now mcreasingly well
supported annual festival of the extreme
Right ot Diksmuide in Belgum, 10is here
that the cadre of the British Movement. the
National Front. the League of St George.
Column 858 and others meet therr opposite
numbersin the Tralion NAR . the French
FANLL the German “mubitury -sport”
sroup Hoffman. et

Fhe present trend in the Britsh economy
provides the extreme Fight wah feariul
opportunities o trade on the growing
anxieties of many thousands of people
Unemplovment is approaching the '
mthmz fevel The dechine of . for example.

he Weﬂ Midiands: the housing problem

th the <uspunsion of public Hnumna

PEOGELMMEs o culs 1 uj seational. health
and welfare spendingeall in cum contribute
1o growing sense ol despatr and a deman
FOT answers to z:xp%;zm why such trends
exist. Thas is the soid for the growth of
tascisim, for the allegation that ~Jewish
finance ™ 18 wnﬁpirm;: to crush all honest
natives, using black people ws their
battering ram.
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’ Gmemf Ekman thedNL neezssanly

"mmwamw and as was
at mﬁ'mnfcmee lastyear, the ANL
1 y isation that reacts to the
e 0ffmwtacuwty With the NF t:ying to
- ‘myonpmdmakemlmpmmmom we
muust also reorganise and step up orr own
' ties. Whether the Nazis will be successful

‘response to the Tory government’s attack on
working people. 1f the response is muted and
fragmented, it is going to be easier for the NF-
to exploit feelings of powerlessness and
figstration. Secondly (and quite separately) it

notenvisaged that the scale of anti nazi
campaigning will be at the level of 1977-79, but
it will be significantly higher thar it has been
- - over the past year. This will require the ANL

: nammaﬂy to cover three dafferem areas.

1. Historically, marches on the streets have
been the way fascists have gained confidence
- and suppor1, and therefore wherever the
" nazis attempt to march they must be
opposed. The recent mobilisations around
Dewsbury, Nuneaton and Southwark in
particular show that given a reasonabie
amount of time, a large and effective
counter demonstration can be organised.
The official policy of “blanket’ policing -
on Nazi marches also means that it could be
a frustrating and inconclusive exercise on
many occasions. In spite of this, itis
absolutely vital that the counter-
‘mobilisation is ziways fuﬂy organised so
that a clearopposition is always seen to be
present. Haw the march or meeting of the
NF makes an impact on the local area and/
. or nationally through the media is entirely
dependent oo the level and spirit of
opposition. We must continue to deliver
the demoralising lesson that they cannot
march without massive police proteciion.

2 i) Weurgently need 1 new range of
courzerpropaganda to answer the
extreme Right. The arguments
connecting unemployment and
immigrants must be defeated, and
for that. the factual ammunition.
presented in a papu!ar fmm, is
’ vital. .

ii) . Our propaganda also must identify
ﬁwhnksofmmttmhmtmm

{1l depend on two factors. Firstly, the scale of

éopcnds on what anti nazis themselves do. Itis

here cxtract comfort fmm that
- association, we must in turn utilize
the sense of outrage produced by
the recent incidents as a weapon
against them. As part of this process
of *internationalizing’ the issue. the
ANL will be holding an
international meeting in Londcn
. with representatives of the main
- European anti-Nazi movements.
iii) A primary target for the extreme
Right is youth, whether in school. -
work or unemployed. Our
propaganda must be there first, or
must be available to counter the
arguments. In order to make this
work much more systematic. the
ANL will be seeking to convene a
'youth conference to focus the
campaign against the nazis in the
schools, on the terraces. and in the
discos and clubs.

3. The ANL organisation needs tull
rehabilitation to make these aims possible
The strengthening of branches. the
restoration of branches that have ceased to
exist, as well as re-establishing a stronger
national office with full time workers.
properly funded (through regular
affiliations and bankers orders) and .
capable of producing a regular bulletin 10
keep all in touch of what is happening- all
these constitute the main internal tasks for
the immediate future. As part of this work.
we will aim to hold a national conference in
the New Year to sum up our experience and
redefine our strategy to counter the growth
in the extreme Right.

Anti-fascist organisations and the ANL need
as a matter of some urgency to consider and
counter the growing threat of the extreme Right.
The Nazis are growing again in Britain. In
particular the pcison of fascist ideas and the
menace of their violence is beginning to afteci
voung people. We must mount a massive
rampa:gn in opposition to this resurgence.
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Women and the

Ripper by Lindsa
- German y

The Ripper

The latest Ripper killing has focussed atten-
tion once again on womens nght 1o walk the
streets without tear of violence.

The issue has become a pohtical one over
the last few vears, Womens' rrelative eco-
nomic amd social ndependence. resulting
from a much greater eniry nto the work-
force, has come o confhict with many of
the traditional wdeas about a womans place
being 1n the home, (especially after da k) o
with a man.

g Women of necessty have 1o go out at

Whight. Many work evemngs or nights—
notjust as nurses or cleaners but as twihight
shift workers, catering worken e, Having
any social hfe at alt means gong out atmght,
The destruction of old commumtics plus the
centralisation of shopping centres and eoter-
tamnments often means a bus ride «r long
walk to the cinema, bingo hall or pub, even
n big ciies.

Even if women are married to/live with i
man {(and there are mutlions who don’t},
there will be many times when they cannol go
out together, even assuning that they all
want to. And of course many women do not
want to mix socally with mthe men i their
home. {most leenage girls wall not want o
have to go everywhere with theur fathers)

in short there is no way women can stad
wndoors over any period of time, even i thee
wanted 1o,

The problem we are faged with o ocon
| fronting issues ke the Ripper and other s
attackers s exnctly what we are domng abet
st Ttoas all very well saving these people are
product of a sick capitalist society but ths
does nothing to allay the resl fears wonmen
feel about these attacks. We have 1oty 1o
prupose something a bit more conerete
One solution put torward by sadical tem-
mists and supported by some women around
SWR/WY s that of a curfew on men
This origmated in response to pehoe wars-
irigs Lo women 1o stay indoois Fher answer
was why should women stay indoors” Men
carry out the attacks, why dor, then stad
indoors? This s pertecthy understandable,
put 1s both impractcal and doesnt getto the
root of the probles. Women have to he abrie
(o walk free trom fear even when there are
men around
There are a few thugs we can pul {orwund
which help us to achieve this The tirst os that
collective action of women van play @ wern
important 1ole W helping to overcome the
fear mstilled into women {rom carly child-
hood (eg constant warmngs pot 1o tiake
sweets from strangers) Reclaim the night

and other protest demos. plus pickets of itlms
Iike Dressed to Kill can help do this

We canput demands on the authonties to
provide, or not 1o Cut, services and amemties
which make life easier and safer for women.
The most obvious of these are: not cuts in
lighting: no cuts 1n transport cheap trans-
port. adeguate hghtimg i all areas. In colle-
ges we can campaign for these pis the
demand thar all residences are mixed, as
single sex residencies attract the attackers.

Thirdly we can raise adequate safeguards
n workplaces eg transport home for shift
workers, cover Tor nurses working in small
mumbers

Fuidlly we must stress as central that self
deferve 1 no oftence. Women must have the
right to defend themselves, carrying weap-
urrs iF pecessary, without harassment from
the pulice. as happened in Bradford.

Al these demands are ones we can orga-
nive round, binlding womens self confidence.
while showing up the hypocrisy of spending

Get stock

AVAILABLE FROM
WOMENS VOICE
Radges:

Womens Voice 20p
She's no Sister 20p

TAKE BACK THE NOTTT

“NOW.

{ have not taken up the question of domes-
tie violence, although 11 s important w get
nto perspective that the majority of uttacks
on women come from men known to them.
Perhaps other people would hike to develop
this,

We should not be surpnised, that such vioe
lence takes place in a socrety where women
are commodities and treated as such. Nor
should we expect things to get better, Batter-
g of women and chiddren has waorsened
noticebaly as the recesston deepens. Unems-
ploviment has the effect of makingmany peo-
ple interantise thewr problems and take them
out on other mdnaduals rather than on the
aystem which catised them The cots mean
that the phsyical fabric of soriety geis worse
and so PULS MoTe pressure on us from that
chrection.

The above demands ure ones whichenable
us to have something refevant 1o way about
violence agamst women, while at the same
trme arguing that only a socwty wihere
women and men are free from alienation will
end the problem permsently

ABQRTION

Ol Cope

P ‘Lﬂ.iﬂ “:“’;L

Abortion — our right to choose 20p + 10p postage

Chix leaflers £1 per 100

Employment Bill stickers — save our maternity leave 20p

including p & p

Plain Womens Voice posters 2p each
Employment Bill fact sheet 3peach + W0p p & p {orders over

10 free}

Pamphiet — Job Massacre at the Office 40p includingp & p

4 copies £1 post free

Liberation Game {stiff card} 50 peach +20p p &P
Doodle poster mpm+20pp&p )

6148/118.:
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Most of the past wear tm iwm ¢pmt wab

«lishing and expa ding SW

p
‘the ngzxpmp side of
i finvited activities—thi: badges,
ﬁ:md ngs, mm@, ete. “i hese have not been

1 n the war»—md SW Printers

dge* machine have compensated -

somewhat by bringing out arash of hwges

* during the summe

Since last conference, however, the foliow-

ing pamphiets and books have been
Loproduced;

Blecembaer 19797 i)efmd Q}m Uplons (8000

: va;zm}

Jmmm» l%ﬁ W«srkrm Fawr not mxdwr

Xism am:& the colleetri: sation of dzmtxi,e-
mn L300 copigs) ©

April 1980: Russia: How the mmlumom wirs
Jost 2000 copiesy

“Ray: Birdapest 1956 (200 copies)

Never Again! The Hows and Whys of stop-
ing fascism (1700
CJunesStect Workers® Power {1000 copies)
- Barvee and the mytbof practice 4300 mpmm
S July: Rosa L um-mmurg (1700 copies)
()ambcr* Why we sy Trosps Owt of Tre-
* Jand (1700 copies)
Missile Mﬁd’hﬁ*«& {3000 Capest
MNovember: To the biter climax of dﬁazh 42
pweessary; The H-Block mmger strike,
&mv::s and Workers
'iht': figures indicate the numr of copies
- distributed ap 1o 14 Nmﬁm&mr-—wxz i impos-
-Sible 10 know how Aty restill unsold m
branch bookstalls,
These puhmmmm fall inro three different

" eategories, and L our policy 1o reat'each
~differently First there are the campaign
mmf}h ets—spch ay Defeod Our Unions -
MMM?{‘ Madiness and  the H-Biock

“pamphlet-—which wre connected with cam-
;}mgm or events of the moment, These are
nerally pmdawd “ad-hoe' whencalled for,

cand i acdwerry. Thiy feceive fitst priority,

Secondly. . there” are “basic” - pamphiers,
hose which Set owt or podities onaparte ulir
beet withot being connecied with g pur

*pendar campargn but are. nemimi foronr day-
wer Hpework politicat

work.  Examples. are

How ‘the Revolution was b,

Rasssiis

TTronps Out of mmm angd. Sisters and

kaen

iim{ih there, are “theoretiogh. f:tmll‘!i}ik
“Hons, which fal ingo v growps the 181
: si-tlarsism and the Collborivive

gmi’y

“Januaty o

~ing which fitles come first—apart from the

districts as 1o what pmhiwmmns are particn-

Agriclinre. haﬂmmwtmh are ;mz» ’

‘ Newr Ag,,ami :md Rosa Luxe:mburg

| TFitles in he pzpt:%xms.

O the campatgn{;‘om with Missile Mad-
ness-and the H+Blocks pamphlets recently
published, there are po.others immediately
foréseer, but @t depends what happens. in the
outside world ... it only needs the Teries 1o
“theow some pickets idall ... 7
Two basic paniphlets wdt appear
he Labour. Party. and on
ols~—and the fext two on the

) ”mmm side will'be reprintof Tony Chff on

Permamm Revolution {(from 151123 and
Chris Harman's b::mk on the German Revo-
tation 'of 1919,

“There ate many other titles in various sta-
B85 of prepatation for later in 1981.-Choos-

campaign pampm s—depenids largely on
what comrades feel inspired to write, Weget
far foo little feedback. From branches and

larly wanted. 1 you have suggestions, com-

raddes, please make vour voices }wam
i*mance:w b undoubredly causes prob-

lems for branches 1o be asked for money in

- advance for publications. but the two excep-

tons made ¥ the past vear show that (s
isgeneraily the only way of working, The

third edition of Defend Our Unions was sent -

ouy on eredit, and L400 s sl owng. The
same cophies 10 Steel Workers' Power, on
which ¢ 1RO 1 seill owing, Socialists Uph-

< mited gets po subsidy from national subs and

has 19 be vhurely self-supporting, The b
possible alternative  to gash wmmmkr
wonld be to make the pamphilets much more
LXpensive.

Pariphlets and books are an important
part of our political intervention, because
theykeep onur politics and our drguments on
particutar issues visible” ail the tme. The
petiodicals, SW. Socialist Review, Women's
Vaoier and 18] cannor abways repeat the basy,
ArEUMEDTS EVErY e dn issue Comes up and
to have a pamphlet available 10 meet ques-
Hons From new con, acts and new members s
very valuable.

Ideatly, svery SWP branch and dwsiniet

© should have & bookstall that meludes all our

publications and others—which can be there
st all meeting. a olable or “traming’ se
stons, for selling atongside the aper when a
particplar 1ssue s o the news.. {1 has been-

proven over and over agamn thatl where a

comrade takes responstbality for a branch
bookstall there w2 continual interest from
new and-old members. Apart from being
another way 0 which we can pul our polinics
brefure those around us on the left, it cun abso
be-douree of exter funds for the branch—
whith is why we give bripches discotm for

“balk orders This ‘ast pomt is parficulariy
g in eotleges, where Marxism is often on
Ahe basic reading list of ;w!mw e s

A
dopy courses but foe .35 boekshops don't srock
ztw bovks. :

ot Cluree meetings, Pookmerks
“London provides many brosder Bookstalls
Wi stock oo sale-or-retain. A good

stze bookstall adds imerest and credibihiv e
a meeting, All et bookshops should operate
sumilarty, and o vou local one doesn™t then
g and ask them fo.

Finall, Socialists Unlimited operates nut

st as another “department’ of the centre,

but hopes to draw together all those i the
party who have idacs for puttmg toreard sur
politics in wrtten form, m designs or bad-
ges, posters, calendars, for recordings, for
anvihing "agitprop’. We trv 1o act as a chan-
nel o get these ideasmtoachion, Hany mome
bers {or on-membersy have sdeas or projedts
i these fields, pléase contact Socalists Undi
mited. The more of gs there are, the more
wrdimited will be the tmpact of SWP pohities,
SOCIALISTS UNLIMITEFD, 263 Seven S
ters Road. London N4 (phone 01-802 6145,

Why we Need a
National Bus
Fraction

Bristol

Privacy

Over the next fow sears there wall cuither b s
huge confrontavon wih the cmplovers o
public transport will be masaicred A some-
one sard, H vodvarsy on ket soun won™
need Berkeles House vou'l be runming th
company frime a bloody nssen hut” The
government amd the cmplovers Gie mmmg

a profitable, noneurcon public Dansporn
sysiem.
MNBC (Naurmal Bos Coob are plannng

254 cut m vhe bus flee madhz!:{mz(}“pq;‘
ton. A Bristod Oamnthus up e LUDG b g

tor gor by st August The sgueere o bomg
srttorced by strict cash s, but vurs g e
be mmposed oven on profiable
NBC The Thansporr Bl which pasaed wab
token opposition trom the THWU . s
that privare operator can now be peed g
seabs 1o break amion organsaten Thie
Years pay ol was sold ou, partly becase
there was do opposition organised beiwien
branches, since 1978 no further redutin L,
comidiviors work has been allowed. uniil fay
“month when Bilt Mo sold thowsands of
b for two exiea cleamng whens u sear,

(SRS TREI LN

Yetwithim the bus industry thers s 4 huge
potentisl oppasiion the rank and Gl There
are many small defensive stk carrang on
In Briaol Ommbus for example Siroud
depot nas had two vne day stoppages this
sear, one over victimeastion, Baih depot had
one pwer day stoppage over suspenstons ulf

Brastol Clix services stopped fov siv dans

over the viclmisation of our branch secre-
tary. All'weré spocessful; I)upmmm erschies

- dhrbes poctirred at United Counties and other

disputes have occi;
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Midiand Red recently. 1t is up to us to build
on these, since vo broad left/CP organisa.
tions exists we have a clear field.
What you can do
All members im the industry should send us
as mucl information as possible on their
local companies/corporations plans, any
opposition to them Ge. Save York buses
campaign) any leaflets put out by them. We
will virculate any informanon we ger o
anvone who cares to make contact. In the
- New Year we will aim for a natonal mecting
of SWP members & close contact, by then we
will have clear perspectives o put. Please
gontact us through Phil Murflest. (Ind,
Depty or direct| Privacy o
i Privacy i

I, _r l» .
Promotion

Ycottish Teachers
Fraction

Motion to conference

There should be consuligtions between
findustrial dept/Cy and the fractions aheut
" proemotion, i

The fractions sheuld be asked thewr bne {if
anx) and the problems which anise for their
members i the workplace.

These discussions should ke place watha
view toogmving gusdehnes fog mterpretalion
b fractions,

Wi this metion

The Seottish Teachers” Fraction (STF)
feel that the Party should dicuss the gues.
ton 0f promoton with a v iew 1o for mulating
policy guidelines for imterprefation b the

Ctions
F The reason we are rasing the 1sate mow s
that it became apparent ata Natona! Lom
mittee, where the Scottsh teachers” posion
was attacked as "ulira et that there are
disagreements within the Pariy

We felt that this sssue manals aftects the
white coltar sections of the Party because the
industrial comrades seem v have fitge diifi-
culty in dearding who s 4 boss and who i
not,

W are conseious that there are many dif-
ferent crrcumstances facing comrades up and
down the country but this s an saue thar e
have to face up to and make some decmsions
about.

The altrarleft posivion of the STF @ that
no member should apply for or acept the
offer of a promoted post without the prrmis-
sion of the fraction. The fractions will onk
give permssion in the limited circumsiances
of someone who meeds 10 move from one
geographical area 1o another when the onhy
way to accomplish this is e apply for a
vacancy iy a promoted post. )

The fraction ultimately derives this posi-
tion from ous analysis of the nature of educa-
tion in capitatism and the structires that are

 Recessary for education to fuifillits function. )

Ly

o,

What has made #ts abstract pesition 2
more concrete guestion is mainly two-fold
Firstly, "as the Party gets older. more and
more comrades come wto positions where
they can apply for. or are offered. promo-
tion. Secondly. the cnisis deepens with more
and more attacks on education spending
This means a tightening of the structures
inside edocation and the previously hidden
managerial functions of even the lower pro-
moted  grades become more  manifest
Increasingly  the pressure s for line-
manugement with a conscwous attempt being
made by Heads 10 use Principal Teachers
and assistants as *middle-management’,

The arguments we hav ¢ heard in favour of
gomg for promotion frm LP and CP mem-
bers are all throughly reformst. There is the
argument that a post can be “used’, and any-
Wy it s not really management, The refor-
mist voor of this positon  should be
obvious—it shares the same source as the §if
only we could elect good MPy argument.
Those who have thought they could “use the
system” in times of boom have een found 1o
be very different when the boot goes in as the
Cuts are put into practice, This i educaton’s
cquivalent of the Parliamentary Road.

One important argument we have heard
from at least one leading comrade is that out
position is a block to recruitment in that we
will be seen as “loony” and our workmates
wild not join the Party,

Our argement 15 that our position s
rmportant for our credibility and is certanly
ne drawhack.

The development of our postiion tlustra-
tes this, In Seotush teaching there wsed 1o be
mueh eymicism about voung action BrOGPS -
their leading members would sdon be found
s promoted jobs and militancy was in dan-
ger of being seen as a route to promaotion
Many comrades will recognise this descrip-
Lomin thewr own jobs. We differentiated our-
selies from this and are now seen as a
crvdible militant foree.

The long-term stand of owr comsrades
fsevural of whorm have beenteaching for ten
years of muere) means that they are seen as
principled people who are not "in it for them-
setves’. and who can be trusted. This is an
nmportant counter 1o the argument that we
wut oursetves off from possible recruits. For
SWP members anywhere 1t s important to
he seen by our worknntes gs always
principled—ithis will fead us sometimes 1o he
seert das @ bt “daft” by our workmates, b
stands us in good stead when the action
SLATIS. -
umately, we think. our stand hays been-
proved in practice by the leading role many
of our members played in the waves of unof-
ficral strike action which shook Scottish edu-
CALION I Tecent times.

Obviously we are awarg that there are
many different circumstances: jobs with
automatic promotion: jobs where entey qua-
Wfications mean a promoted post (should the
minimum entry. grade be the stopping

point?y; what gusrantees do we require trom

possible recriis in‘promoted posts?; bow do

the comrades 10 jobs with SUPETVISOrY or
disciphnary, powers sver therr workmates
operate” The sast magority of our white col-
tar members are emploved i the cdfucution
and admmnstraine struchires of the stare
maching We feel that we nood 10 he more”
EONSCIOUS of eur rote i what is ‘the soft grm
of the stare :

We hope the discussion (i the fracthions}
of the guestion of promeiien will he ;mh of
this,

We are arguing for an TR of the §oea-
Hon with a view o the formudation of e
gendra- principles. (ke the one onsianding
for full-inw wimon postad. The matic « annot
be ducked. 1t wit} beciune more Prossing as
the Parts gers odder Land Lurges
Beottish Teachers Fraction

L

i
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Privacy

Jey and
Enfield

M"any wmradcs it appcam have écspmred

of local cuts campa»gnx, abandoning them.

True, many c:ampmgm have either always.
béety, or have slid into, nor beds of s¢ctarian-

© ism or useless walking shops.” At the samie

tite however, they have been a focus panmx
mlarly for labour lefts: Our experience in
Haringey is one whereby consistent work,
evenif ithas meant that busy comrades have

- ‘been bored once » month, does pay off. Bui
gaing have'not been made overnight, we have

‘bad 10 win oug spurs.

"~ Background
- -Haringey Campaign Agazmt the Cuts was an

old CP body, revived by labour fefts in Oct-

ber 1979 Haringey is & labour controlled
-borough with a lefty reputation sprawling
_actoss:the end of the Lea Valley industrial

“belt. Thecampaign consists of 110 delegates

‘which ‘breaks down into about 30-40 L.P.
orgapisations/wards; 20-30_ trade union
bagdies and- ourselves (a_few unjon, trades

" conneil and SWP branch delegates); the CP:.

womens groups; Parent Teachers Assoeia-
tiois etc., the labour party is locally based

_andactive.
‘Early months

The campaign started against.a backgmund
of unofficial action by NUT members ind.or.
5 schools, (organised by R&F), against
threatened redundancies. Obviously we
argued for support within the campaign and
only just won the positionagainst the CPand
Labour right who argued that .we should
wait for official sanction. Even Ihmigh it was
owr members who were . mmiwd in the
action, I pot the impression that the mmxmw
of the.campaign did not samehow recognise

ke SWP deleghtes as part of the legitimate

Haringey labour movement. As regards the
teachers’ action their attitude to us was cold,
even.though their principles said support us.

Thedext .y nt of polarisation was around
alocal hoio il clesure, Again it was pursel-

wees and the “mbosr lefts’ versus the rest, We
won our “activist’ position ingontrast (o the
fwait and see” attitude. However, all sorts of
other factors meant that the campaign never
really got olf the ground, even though pick-

. ets ete. did take place and we were at fault in

lemng.thzs matter ship in the clts campaign
iself. The atitude of the majority of the
canipaign was still unfriemdly imw!r:i& M.
Pamphlet and rates

During this period we produced 4. local

L pamphm* which noy only sold over 5()9
kopies, but belped 1o show

‘a; um we were scrwus

" When it came to a

" party as a legitimate part of,
- movement. I was told by one lubour party

 wha were also active trade unionisis). |

c) the contiast between ourselves and the
tabour part§=-(it worried the labour pany
“hecause despite all their resources they had

dope pothing like it).
We also took up the uguwmm of rates.

st we actally made a
tactical compromise, moving shightly away
from the *no-rates increase” platform Lo that
of a *cuts ¢an't be fought by raic increase’

We.did this so as not 10 be left isolaed and’

fook the iabcmr lefts with 1is againse the P
Comrades may argue that this was a climb-
down, but to those of us involved at the time
to have done anything less would have been
seen o have been- sectarian gmgi Tarrow
minded,

Thmgghaug this period we always argued
for widening the trade uyion supporttaking
the argumer$ 1o the workplace eie. e.g. we
obviously tuk upthis argument in the fead
ap to May 14th and argued for a local
demonstration on that day which was taken
up.

’l”he Breakthrough
Our”real sucbess came over the Right w

' Waork Campaign and October 10th. Withou

gmmg fiito oo many details e are now ip the
position 1o be sble 1 vircutate aur matenal
tfxr@uglmm the Campmgu o every lahour
party and trade anion organisation plus the
rest. Our members arg now seen by the EC of
the campuaign as the spokeswo/men on
unemployment and vhe fight aganst the
Tories, and even labour councillors ke
Right 1o Work collections for us say ing that
- we can get more money that way! bt seems
that we are now wmsdueaﬁ by the labour
the local labour

member that in is ward, when discussing
activity they try to take the inttative before
the SWE, Now, we are not only a threat for
them but peaple they have o work with, Toa
limited extent we have pusiod them mio
activity We also managed 10 got dovwn o
October 10th, & group of local pablic sector
workers with whom we have not had any real
contact before.,

Conclusions.

Thetast vear has been hard for those of us in
the Cuss Campaign. However wi are now
beginning to reap the beénelits of stickng 1t
out 1 have dwelt on our expericnce because |
thmk it shows that where comrades put in
the effort, where they are seen o stand the
pace, when they go along with the ups and
downs and are pot seen as a “poaching mis-
s10R', fwhich | believe is how they firar s
us), then real gainy tan be made.

Finally. we have come almost full cucle
At our last Cuts Campuargn fnwimg We e
sussed the proposed closure of schoobk This
time. our ideas on how to figh mm 1w
involving all schook wogkers, parents et
hadt not only percolated the moviement, bt
were listensd w0 and more smportanth
agreed upon. We were seen as hgving the
rzgm arguments and ideas.

Stick 10 it»wmmcﬁes We can nmku gaisns

The Right to Work
Movement

Privacy

Norwich

Now that unemployment has reached the i

twe muthon mark and economic surveys sug-
gest no amehoration, the party’s atlitude
rowards the right to work campaign seems
overdue for re-examination. This arucle
atternpis (o begin that process,

The wssue of unemployment 1s more alive
new then al ans tune singe the RTWC
inception. Not since 1935 have the ﬂgxw
been as bad and some workers are beginn g
o remain on the dole for long periods:

“Hy Apnd 1980 over 600000 people had
been unemployed for over 6 months; 334.000
had been anemploved for over one vear and
T3, 000 had been out of work tor over three
wears . by the end of 1981 over 300,000 will
have been unemployed for over a year
Advance to Decline -SCPS pamphlet.

This omas the regronal concentrations or
the full extent of vouth and female unem-
ployment. The Youth Orpporntumues Pro-
grammes (YOP<) take at least 100,000 off the
register while many women unentitled o
benefits don’t bother o sign on. Ethaw
emplovmentis also an unmeasured, but cone
suderable problem.

We are also faced with large scale closures
or lav-offs which cannot be disguised as
streambiming’. The ripplesin the class caused
by & large local emploverclosing is far grea-
ter then the meomprehensible na:mnw
totals. These closureslike the steel shuP
duwns, produce clearly definable areas with
drnemployment levels far higher then the
alveady doctored ngtional figures.. Thev also
resubt i a pood of expenenced trade-union-
bsts who face an mdelimie stay on the dole
Fhe chances of ce-emplovment for workers
vver the age of 50 shim and the latest (Octo-
berd figures indicate a rise o1 adult employ-
ment. What 15 the Party’s present response?

Judging by the September ‘Socralisi
RBeview' 11's g more of the same approach so
tar. The annual marches and work to win the
T U support, has been quite successiul in
estublishing the RTWC as an organisation
donng 1S best to keep the unemploved in the
potitscal foreground. Tis been able to secure
thes weur considerable TU support, with
e support coming from the Labour Party
then ever before, i organising an effective
picket of the Tory conference and mvolving
dorens of young marchers, '

Since October 18th, the emphasis has been

' supporting the Gardner's occupation and

Hempting 1o get people on the L .vczpm

demonstrator. Obyious

[ P
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around individual  sit-ins and  marches
cannot have any long term ¢ffect unless part
of-an overall approach 1o unemployment,
But the actual demands of the RTW(
seem almost forgotien ewpm:xaﬁy in the cove-
rage in'S.W. Protest activity is essential, bug
it cannot counter the economic nationalist of
some sections of the left. Nor can we any
longcr expect ex-trade-unionists, with expe-
rience of union democracy. merely to tag
along behind theRTWC, without much say
in its operation and activities. Our present
‘amtude seerms too “take it or feave i1, to be
healthy.

The idea of vrganising the unemployed on”

a long term basis has not been considered
seriously yet, and the September S.R. article

does its best to bury the ides. But as the.

quote above shows, there is a growing core of
popular who have been on the dole for more

' than a year and it seems foolish 1o merely try

Az

“involve some at least of them in demon-

ations and protests”; this smacks of m:mg
the workless as some stage-alemy.
The Need for 2 Right to Work Movement
We need to expand from a campaign 1o a
movement and this is a realisable objective.
The last 45 years have creared a credible
record on unemplovment for the RTWC and
this vould be the basis of an unemployed
workers movement, Qur targets should be
modest, but an active operating RTW com-
mittee involving both unemploved and
employed delegations. is surely possible in
every major cty.

Such a movement could degenerate its
true, into a sectarian battleground for a life-
less refuge for unemploved TU officials,
These dunpers wereavoided in both the ANL
and the ANC. The last fow yearshave taugh
‘many comrades how to operate in non-party
orgapsations. We need 1o ¢ ombine the
imaginative tactics of the RT4.C to date.

_with a sohid core of vrganisations. We need

combine the mmaginabive tactics of the
TWC 1o date. with a sohd core of organised
unemploved workers: we want o attrac
punks. Kids on YOPs, ex-stewards and the
women who don't want o be relegated o the
kichen,

The movement would work around both
local issues (better taciines at UBO s, Coun-
al fanded centees, mass refusals 10 aceept
pooriy paid scasonal jobs, rad: on factories
working overtime ety and national wam-
paigns {return 1o index-hinked benefitg, full
T.HL vates Tor YOP places, 35 hour week, no
overtime ete.) It could also produce tocal
‘Dole News” leaflers and generally put the

real  causes  of the orisis out to the
uncmmnycd,
Finally, the Movement would have to

come Lo some working relationship with
Claiments Uruon hranches whese they exist
or begin to produce its-own guides 1o the
benefits maze. Where possible joint work
should be tried with CUs and when necessary
the RIW commitiees would haw to take up
individual cases. .

Clearly, such a movemeni would not_be

buili in the next forunight, but a reasonably

sized founding conference, based on  genuine
local groups should be an objective within
the next 12-18 moniths, while national mar-
ches could maintain a fational presence.

This type of organisation, uniting many
political strands within the class, around a
minimum programme, would also endble us
to tajk to a larger audience about the social-’
ist answer 1o unemployment. It would also
be a way to achieve unity in action, giving
some credence to our claims to being in
favour of left-unity.

There are no direct paraliels between the

_ eighties and the thirties. The situation today

is different in many respects; the YOP sche-
mes, the depth of racialism, the fornightly
signings make it harder to organise the
unemployved today. But the relative strength
of the TU movement and the higher centrali-
sation of benefits points. Toward the need
for a national movement, rather than a few
isolated groups trying to go it alone.

This article doesn’t fully develop the argu-
ment, but the main points should be clear.
The Right 10 Work Campaign is facing a
changed environment and needs to change
its style of working guite drastically or
become largely isolated from potential sup-
port. We need a movement, not just a

campaign.

Unemploymént and

Social Security
Benefits

Privacy

Wandsworth

There 15 a danger of failing to fully estimate
the impact and scale of unemployment dur-
ing the next two to three years, Itis generally
agreed by most observers (omc;al aad unof-

fical) that regmcmd unemployment will

reach 3 mitlion inthe depth of the recession,
and even when the recession *bottoms out”
and the -economy begins. 1o expand (with
profits) that a Yase level of 1 to.2 million

unemployed’ will be & legacy. Whit is not-

Miy me&mdw

10 draw benefit unul the end of the sshogl

4‘%} Pﬂyﬂmﬂﬁ will be need 1o offesr cui.
‘pleméntary benefir,

ployment is also changing. According 1o the
fatest Dept of Employment statistics 40 per
cent of the unemploved have been on. the

dole for six months or more. In mid-1975
‘(when the RTWC was launched) one quarter

of those on the dole had been there over €
months. In absolute numbers'620.000 of the
current unemploved havé been registeredfor
6 months or more mmpared 1o 570,000 in
July 1978 and 276,000 in July 1975, H s
likely that both the numbers and pmportinu
of long-term unemploved will continue to
increase as the new downward turn in the
recession over this summer works its way
into the statistics by next spring,

Youth unemployment s also begimmng 1o
be a crucial factor. The Statistics are
obviously subject 1o seasonal change bt the
trend is nevertheless apparent. In July 1980,
for example, (4 “high point’ in the yearj there
were nearly 300,000 registered unemploved
school leavers. One year ago the 1otal was
215000 whilst in July 1975 1t was tonlvy
62,0000. The youth uneinployment tigures
look even more drastic when they are com-
pared 1o vacancies. A study o the Inner
London Borough of Wandsworth, for exam-
ple, showed that in September of this year
there were only 22 vacancies for 1320 pegin
tered youth unemployed fthut'™s | vacanoy
for every 60 unemploved).

Longer term unemplovment and wouth
unemployment are here to stay fat leasy e
the next conple of yearsy and this must Ry
far-reaching conscquences for . wrk

- amongst theunemployed. The perspecuvent

anybody losing their job now mast guile
soon change from one of *I'H get aveither jb
in 5 or b weeks at the worst - and mesnwhile
'l go on holidav/buy a new car with the
redundancy pay' to one of "I'll probably be
unemployed for months - and I'w Bloody
angry about i’ i ke
" The upward surge in the levet of unpm-
ployment is partly a deliberate resolt -of
Government policy (who needs an indonies
policy with 3 million unemploved?). What is
not so widely anticipated, howewer, is the
concomitant antack on unemployment ant
social security benefits started bv'thé Forfes.
A bref summarvol the major  letslative
changes speaks for itself

Unemployment  benefit wil. non bt
reduced to a level 5 per cent fess thar projec- e
ted inflation. In November, for exaniple, UB
wereased by 11, per cent rather thana pre-
viously predicted 167 per cent rate of infly-
tion. This will huve a cumulative oitectamd
proposals have now been made o u‘r&imr
reduce the real valoe next vear,

® E.rnings Related Sapplement s o be
scaled down from January 1981 and abol-
shed altogether in January 1982, - .« »

# Unemployed school leavers will not be ahie

holiday after they leave schoul. .
® Future proposzals will mes «:hmc redun-
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. nml fearandasa result “Tife o m@: dale’
: wﬂi hemme mat much mm e muse:cm caf ’

1o sxgwon 2 or 3 titnes &%
wm be replaced by the fortnig

fecent success of the Gcmtm}ﬁm CND
. xalty has at last opencd the eves of many
rades to-the possibilities.of anti nutlear.

work it drawing people to our views. Unfor-

uiately inmany quarters:this will be seen as
_pure bpportunism-—and with Hittle apprecin-
tion’ of what the small number of comrades-
who have been nvotvcd in arm nmzlear work

bmige :md mt:'nmy There haa beena rapxd
increase in-individual membcrsmp over the.
t ~few months, a reforming of -some
groups—but. little organised: structufe of
mocracy. Membership of NI, and in
wrticatar the large wrnont-onthe Oct. 26th
88 xymlml of people’s concern rather
than an expression of any,sﬂngkz organisa-
. steength: Much of the hard work in
ilding for the rally was in {act-done by
ther groups—the various anti missile alli-
. gwucx: groups and the ANC, :

‘mg mm in deveigpmg the Trade Union
" Group-of the ANC, forthe first time the ami
- mdclear movement has a real chance toreach

the grass roots of the labour movement—

_.and-wein the SWP have a tremendous

qmmrwmty in being part of that. There is

alsoan active group tr*fmg to reash youth in

*Nn Mak:ﬁ Musxc .

The ANC s the cmly hational anti nuclear
nisatic thm actively opposes civil and

OTES
»mmwry Tses of nticlear energy. As such

reflects SWE poliey exactiy. Hs constituteon

¢ - is-designed 10 allow maximum participation

in national policy by the member groupsand

i pmbably the most democrativ.of the exist- -

ing “organisations.. For both reasons the
ANC deserves ofir fullest support, We
shisald be cardful not to be draw down the

~Jimited path of just uppmmg nuclear weap-
- ons (OF WOrse, as same groups do——mst
- Critise’). Wein SWPmeapposmg the whole

nucleareycle as being anessential bulwark of

. state and ca;}tmhsm Opposion to nliclear

weapons iy obvious. Any comrades with

‘doubts a8 to -nuclear pover should read

Waorkers Power Not Muclear Power (SWP).

. Often we wsndey if comrades are happier in
- just apmsmg nuclear weapons (and the

refore aed now all for switching resources

“irito CNDY because they haven't done the
| groundwork on the full issue.

Like the ANC {and as part of 1t--SWP 15

Crepresented on the National Steering Com-
- winttee}-we should'work as closely as possible

with CND and othes weapons groups but
should notcompromise our perspeciive. We
have a base in ANC with a real chance 10
achieve - mm&ﬁnng and. draw ;ywpkc 10
socialism, This has {0 be our priority in the
anti-nnciear movement, we should work to
mﬂwnce CND mmugh this position.

@

Nalgo Fraction Report 1980

Whethier NALGO will ever thrust useltnto
the forefront of the fight sgainst capital and
the state 1s. in the light of the experience of
the fast 12.months, still an open juesion.
Thewar of Attpition that is theatiempl to o
public w«mémg has gone on more intensley
than urder Labour: But, while it is true we

havie had o major successes in rolling back

s, still aliey have not happened at the

mx of tht:: mcmtwc ahxp s du,»

Corganised i

. W* Heseltne and Thatcher want.

2 Fraction Organisation
4 Natopally
There are. probably, something in excess ol
200 members in the Fraction. Over 150 ol
these have, since May. received a regulansh
fraction bulteun whose production is dic
tated ‘move by mressure of events than by
calendar but of which there have been S w
far.. '

In faet the assembly of a decent mahing

Tist, sov that ¢omrades can be comacted per-

sonally rather than just through rthe hivand
miss medhum of the paper has been my man
preoceupation.  Combing  through  other
comrades” address books produce 1 ihe bet-
ter known activasis; when a bulle s mam
aim 15 to reach the isolied or 'ass active
comrades. They were found by rigorously
eoflecting and logging the addresses of eve-
rvone who came to any national mesting. A
meeting at Skegness was particularly fertije
in unearthing unknown people. Only one

of tmainly known) people was received from
the Centre throughout the year,

There have been 2 national meetings: one
the annual conference in March, the oiner a
day school in Manchester on the Rank and
File tradition. Both were attended by abomt
S0 to 60 {mainly the same) people. But effec-

" uvely things are decided and run, at natonal

level, by a London based execative of 7 peo-
ple meeting monthh

Our intervent A1 GO conference
was well organmed and vocal und, it sometr-
mes polically under prepared. nevertheless
ome of our best ever, v R successful BWP
and NAG meenngs. The CP on the other
hand went ovent peares to diinlegration as
an independent pohivcal force, ahgning
themselves ever more closely with the right
wing social demiocrats. We have nomembers
holding national office o the wmon.
b Lovatly

In at least 12 arcas--all 1 London or thg
major eitivs-~comrades are orgamsed i.
workplace cells. (Incdemath the OF onh
claimed 10 in g recemt Marxism Today
article). In ether areas there are occasional
meetngs of comrades who are otherwise
geographical branches
NALGO Acton Group bulletins have been
produced i 35 anthonues and SWP bulier-
ing i an estimated third of these.

In the workplace our comrades.are found
m a huge vanety of jobs, grades and umon
posttions. The largest category s probably
that of males in muddle grades (e, earmng
maede than 605 of the membership) who are
seror stewards at Departmental tevel, The
rest of our membership s spread out work-
mg{ as everyiling from highly paid profesio-
nels and managerst) 10 temporary ciencals
an, i the upion while some of our members
are bving low througlh their Tirst six months,
others are full tme brnch secretanes.

3 WALGO ACHON GROUP
NAG acuvity has spread and increased this
year, wzh i*nore areus a‘h )wmg than fm w:m

q m fast 1B says he i«mné i

Thonng, uﬁiggﬁgé{; daiel sonbosbafiad? L e

s UCP10000016148/123,
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COITSE thax ivisvey mmum tonbre spmkim@ £

‘inthe teeth of o gdh: ihereis not that niuch
thritlipg deb sic Fecause, on the whole, much
Lof ovr policy s generally accepted as right
for thepericd The problem is that we are not
setting thow orld dhg it with it at the moment,
However SAG ¥ jusi possibily emerging
from 4 pre vy barren period of® being lille

“5 more than. o SWP rump mwbm:xgmm!m—

nal {peus 1 a wider way, Cergaindy it is the
“anly national organisation with aspirations
1o being more than | justan electoral machine.
-4 g Privacy  and a “Haft* Fraction
Inthelast 1Bl Privacy pamta apicture
of the Fractioi AFBENE dided info tired old
hacks who sit on mitiatives and vital, voung
{xf somwhat unschooled tvros. He evern
mvemq & *»cn.lmmﬁudl

Nov wbmhe r|vacy as g,m his arm?yzm

ht social pscfw}ng) "of the Fraction right
@ har ing gone *soft” might actually mean, |
"danot 1+ ally know” What 1 do know is that,
in trath. the Fracion has not ‘gone’ any-

thing: ¥ ard or soft. Sure, there. :m: real danf .

gersof outinism: comradgs xhouidhﬁ%llm&,
more papers, writing more bulletins, havi /ing
livelie: egucational pummmmu.«mju»! like
_the rest of the organisation. But anyway
these are quantitative changes. Let us not
confuse things ina difficult period by invent
m‘g gquakhitative changes when there are nong
in reatity.

$ " Conculsion

In the déwnturn NALGO, while not being
savaged like BL. have not won anvthing
resembling the Dockers' victory. Agadinst a
general failure w go on the offensive against
the cuts or on pay must be batanced a sieady

N xmrumc in \hnp steward argemhdlmn and
© marked jump in local g grading disputes. P~

ﬁps less of a downturn thap a general but of
urse starting from a poorer tradition than
many.

Conference Issues
Steve Jefferys

CONFERENCE lSEiUliS

This Conference is free of magor dehates,

- aad whatever his discription of the Fraction -

rivacy s article makes the case for (a) Wnrk~
g around an mdmtn or Mcmrv before-u
dispute breaks: (b) Using SWP bulletins to
getour politics geross; and (o) lmarvmmg n
disputes as the SWP and nor as “rank and
file” groups.

The first two points are et comtroversial.
the turd cle

way hint that perhaps steel 15 a
on, the reatity is that there s a lot in
vommon inr [EItis mother industries
and unions. $i Hages theory-—first
bl the SWP.Then 1R¢ rank and file—does
prompt the guestion: if it's right for steel is it
right everywhere else? Where we haven't got
Tgenmine” rank and file organisation
should we fold up our. rank and file papers
and simply” produce SWP miners’, engi-
neers”, firemen’s, dlectricians’, teachers’ etc
butletins? ) )
The answer 1o this qwzstinn. and P

Unitcd F‘mm (Mmt!wugh the amwér s not
qinite as clearly spelt out as | believe it should
be.). Whether this lack of clarity is an over-

. applications’ of the same principle.

ted front work in this area than can actoaliy
play a systematic partin the other, xmpmrmm
the
RTWC and the ANL.

- Of course, as the CC document pomnts out,
building united fronts is not an exercise sepe-
rate from budding the Party. When the

Lomintern advised the voung CPGB 1o
carly s, Ho“mummrmmg-Prlvacypmld the Minority Movement. they wrote:

“the s must be to ereate, to murshall, 1o
integrate the opposition forces, and the
Commumsi Party will uself grow concur-
rently vith the growth of the vpposiion.”

I belewve that the fears of{
hints at of “rank and lile” SOFKSGmehow
leading 1o fewer chickens coming hame o
roost are sdentical 1o those expresséd by
comrades refuctant 1o getinvolved i toud
CND or anti-misstie or anti-cuts organisg-
uon set up hy someons ‘lxc zr i mn‘t T

ln the mezxgm ami Enfreld Dmmt the
Labour Council hus st moved 1o close
several secondary schools, A Rank and File
Teacher mitiatnve {of our comradesi ted o
1he formation of a broad Campaign Againse

sight or arefleetion of CC support foi i Privacy | Scheol Closures Haringev (led by our

conclasions s not clear: “United fronf Work
15 going to be exceptionally important in the
period-ahead ... in principle all our rank and
file groups are. based on the united fromt
Lagtic ... in present circumstances the frace
Aons need to be on the lookout for opportu-
nities 1o broaden rank and file appeal”, -

Our starting point has to be how do we
centre” ourselves  orgapisationally among
those -wanting to fight the Tories and the
right-wing “in their industry and union?
Clearly. if we assume that the only people
ready 1o get m.obved in either fight are

pmenmf SWPrecruit: , then ve argueforthe

SWP itself to be the orgi... angfocus, But, of
course. we do not make that assumption:
msiead we identify sections of the Labour
Party. a tiny minoray of CP members, non-

- panty ‘radicals’, and, most important of all a

small minarity of angry workes whodo wish
to fight back.. And so, the united front

It is certatndy true that this principle was -

very difficult to put mterpractice during the
shift to the right after 1974, But that diffi-

culty should -not blind us o the fact that

‘Basically this is because on balance we've -

dtmc A!rxghx mmugh the i:m war. ‘fet there

thiere are real-oppottunities for us how under

a Tory Government. | go mach further than

the CC. theliéve “lopking out fbr opportuni-
ties to broaden runk and file appeal” is not
nearly enough. We should systematically
sttempt "o trapsform each ‘rank and file
grojping into the recognised brganising cen-
tre ol iher ant-Tory atliane in s
constituency —if necessury by going so far as
o change the name of “our” grouping or
establishing a pew program matic basis for it,
We-shonid also add the *rank and file argu-
mient” back into our -political’ armary
Sociglist Worker, Sociatist Review, the
weekly National circular, every. means pu»j
szb!e m:eda td m used m admmm the pri-

trying to budd both “rank and nle”

comrades) and the local SWP b givert gul
rheir leaflets outside schools, hm‘mﬂ-xfp Sur
SWP posters mobilising 1or a picket, aad has
“distributed our SWP/WV lteaflets in shap-
ping centres calling for the picker and
denouncing the Labour Council fur imple
menting Tory cuts. So we're supporting and
arnd
“Rank and File” and letting anvone ;u*uu‘mi
who wants to know see that the SWP uiv the
best campaighers with the most Whuwl

Privacy is general argument I belwve,

S ihereiore wrong. But 1t does ruisd, the

lmpuﬂam qumaon ob how far our vireus
rank and file groups.are aiready uit-Ton
alliances or how far they are attempling 1o
transform themselves in that direction. And
it also raises the question of how umporian
this transformation is seen for 1o our mdis-
m.;\i perspective in 1981

Woinen and Blacks T

{ disagreed with last vear’s Conterenge
decisions against Womens Voice and Flame .
Orgamﬁalmnx, But I behieve in pcking it
see”. and ay far as our women"s work is doti-
(:t’:m&d? it spems to-me we bave o walt gno-

“ther year before passing judgements. The

evident loss of moraie that eccurred after last
vear's Conference has to pass vut of the sys-
tem before o far appraisal can be made.
But the successful resolution on Blick
Work and Flame argued “unforumatély the
perspective of building Flame is an mdepen-
“dent revolitionary  orgapisston s an

 absacle w dcwiwpmg onr black wiskk. h

prmudm anexcuse for white munmn fied b
© engage in bluck work aid faik to ekl l*);:
sErous amh)tma of regruiting wone bl 3
pm’in 0 me 8 P»md hmidm wpa deveiol




; amm&im@z toabe {,{% oW reckomng it was
the OC which campaigned agains ngel

frave af beast led to mpdest IRipravement in-

iy m‘m o R, Work

Im oo as s wr gued «MM;M oy at the
tirie, avr vear's dio ision bas actaally led 10
v abbwilosumens oF both Black ond gou-
ratst work by the ;;wrz # voa o't beheve
v thie mdopienden srgangsation blacks then
whs bother producing special teaflets, news-
papers. v paving special attentions 1o theis
demands or 1o thewr oppression? And if the
CC o't delnenng e ool and doest
push anti-scsiblack work a5 8 prionty
et wivy showkd Josad distrcts and branches
habe T wirk mﬂmzw;x or bother with
siestermatic widk? The recent rivival of the
ANL B o8 be welcemed, aithough we will
probahiy reguire another vohicke 1o cam-
patgn againsy the Nationalities Aot and Tur-

“ther m}m»mw o1 ammigrabion rales, Butitis
ot ' Nwbspitine for ongoing blatk work.
i m f» mw seme Bohpdl aotounting

National Committee :

Thi has et s zmumm\um mist MO
rasbers whe Bitend finding three moetings
intresting wod three prenty disdl, 7. ome wear

zrm%zsmxwm enoughio makéa fimal fudge
‘;mm T4 gER {?w :m M.,

ﬂaimmm
u,ma i

mzw fnsr wemt s @fﬂtﬂzmw
i *'ew %M B mmsmam sy, thén

i ugm ‘g:wms b amniwr%:mm}iwmwr
e peat year

Wohon ts ddointurn & dowatara?
¥ Binde Ye are now o s Wm § i T weork -
ingelasiccambarivay,

wreiplevment has k.!w:”{* Taniastic @{fmgm
revkie »mm avers 1 putthe boot in oy Wik ges,
.?
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fight-back, we can now see what a downturn
actuliy 1. ] cannot resist, thecefor, submit-
ring the following chart so last year's argu-
ment canbe placed i its historical setting:

Combativity and Unemployment, 1974-1980

{ The *comvbativity curve’ represents a ratio
of the number of strikes 1o the numbers of
wiorkers invoived and the number of days
lost. Misa very rough measure of the relative
freguency, size amd length of officially recor-
ded diiputes over time, Like all strike statis-

e distorted by farge, official one day
" strekies as an the low pay and engineers’ dis-

pates of 1979 1t also misses owt the May 14
9B jzmpmgt altogether.)

%m 4l the gualifications about statistics
the chart shows that berween 1977 and early
1980 {the period of the debteon the nature of
the period up 10 the November 1979 SWP
Conference hundreds of thousands of wor-
kers were doing things they aren’t now and
in 1975 and 1976. It is silly 0 go on
pretendimg that the period from 1974 10 date
s one unified whole. The employers” offen-
sive of Y977-1979 et with résistance. Since
the steel strike that mszszamt has virtually
disappeared.

_with & guestionnaire to find o what jobs,
unons and organisations they were in, The
Industrigh Dept. offered to send a full-timer
1o Brighton to discuss plans and perspectives
with the four ratlway workers in the Branch,
A meeting was afranged bur the promised
futb-tumer fa0'00 1, materialise. Inspived by
thies show of support T went abead and circu-
lated the guestipnnaire to 70 contacts T had
gathered vie gnvad in SW, the Delend Our
Umwons conferenee 0 Manchester and the
Raal Against Nazis mailing list. About 30-0f
these people have shown interest in working
with us——ihis inclodes abowt 12 who are
already SWP members. .

in April Tconvered a fraction meeting in

London w which 8 comrades turned up,
wluding 1o our delight our elusive full-
timer. We discessed e pay negotiations
with BR gnd London Traosport. and twe
productisity deawls which the NUR had
sevently signed with BR. Ou the BR pay
ﬁamm&aﬁcﬁiﬁmm%mc&a&ma
ssetthement thxnm o mhmm

The political shaft 1o the right
bling of unemployment uader {at
a downturn in combativity 10 1977
followed by a rse m the
berween 1977 and 1979 This renewe
gle was highly sectiongl and o
Although it Ted to hving standard it he
inw. rk beingrestored tothe 1978 level ¢ e
of the struggles from the firemen i 1977
1o the steel workers in 1980 generabine
arity action.

fewel of wiru

oo

Today, facing the Tones with ot
national umion leaderships and o
organisationally compromised rank .
organisation in the biggest recesso
the 1930s, fragmented tesistance has g
ally appeared hopeless. The present
rrn is now significantly deepes tha
and 1976, This is despite the existe
Tory Government which, while gencranng
considerable anger has notver generaed
wide-scale active resistance. There w4 tech
ing that the Tories are breaking woth “cone
sensus” on unemployment and trade umion
rights: Our task is to win the angny amnong
tofight—not for a returnto a new cm‘zwz%b
But for clear working class interets

tion we could make. Londen Transporn
however were taking longer to arttle
industrial action seemed hikely, As our s
rades on the tubes aiready had o good RM
butletin and a thrivimg penphery twee o
below) we agreed that activiny around
pav claim was best left o thew capabic
hands.

The productivity deals, which .5
guards and trackmen, had beeo agroed
complete disregard to the membery
and had aroused consuderable indignatios
The NUR holds annval grade conferenos
members i arous areas of work thes
no EXECULIVE POWETS bm can make 10w
mendations to the NEC, They are vasy 1o get
delegated 1o and a good source of contacts
end as we had comrades defegaied 1o the
gua ds' and permanent way conferences we
procuced s R&F leafler agamst 1he proa
deals. Bt was well receivid at the grade confer
rences and we mamn it m*;W" bmmhm in
several major cjties © . e

PR
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from them. The prod deals were rejected by
the grade conferen o and later by the AGM.
and the NEC now has 1o renegotiate both
deals. It 1s no credit 1o us that the deals were
rejected—the majortties for rejection were

" overwhelming—bot hopefully our interven-
tion made more people dware of the poliieal
imphications of prod dealing,

The fraction meecting dedided that we
didn’t have our wdeas sorted out wellenought
to start having open R&F meetings texcept
in London where they were already under
way—ol whith more elsewhere but that we
comld usefully nvite some close contacts to
the next fraction mecting which was held i
May in London. Eight people turned up
meluding 2 non-SWP members-——and no
full-timer.

It was agreed that we should produce two
wsues of a national R&F bulletin in the nex’
ihree months and then call a national R&F

M ference which would hopefully draw in

Bntacts made through the bulletins, and
elect an editorial board to take over its pro-
duction. The first two issues woukd he pro-
duced by the London Railworkers group.
This arrangement has proved less than
satistactory-—as the contucs file lives with
me n Brighton and lack of finance meant
ony 200 copies of the bulletins could be pro-
duced, 1ts distribution outside London was
very sparse. Liawor between Brighton and
London has been poor. for which | must
aceept most of the blame, and we have not
yetorgamsed our planned R&F conference.

Meanwhile in Brighton we have produced
a local SWP bulletn which we called Live
Rai, the response was underwhelmiing and
so far we have not felt sufficiently inspired to
produce no. 2. We have a modest degree of
credibuty 1p our NUR branch, Two of our
comrades are on the editorial board of the
official, bianch newsletter which was Jaun-
ched at our istigation and has led o a

“Wnodest increase in attendance al branch
meetings. We got £30 from branch tunds for
the Right to Work march. In ooy different
workplaces we have all brought abouti afars

ked mncrease in the political content of tea-

break conversation—not all
hostile! —though we have ver 1o establish
any regular paper sales.

To sum up: we have fearnt over the year
that wherescever twoor three are gathered
the name of the SWP, significant gains can
be made. Two inportant lessons have vet to
be learmt (1) how o imolve and suppon
molated members and comacts. (2) how to
get some support from the industrial dept

b believe af we could only answer the
second we would find the answer 1o the first?
The Industrial Dept. seems 1o operate on the
basts unto them that hath shall more be
given”—ratlway workers hawe potentally
great wmdustnal muscle and the strategie
mportance of the ratlway industry ought to
be obvious to any revolutionary party
worthv of the name, but 11 scems to be the
healthiest fractions that get the most atten-
uon from Centre.

Underground

by Privacy i

North London

PAYCLAIM
The evenual outcome of the LT payclaim
was 20% on basic plus 23,% on London
weighting, although agreement was made 10
look at one man operation of tramns and
other productivity aspects. As weknew from
previous years, all these measures are block.
ed in our machinery of negouation. Hence
the aimost annual clearout of LT board and
the sacking of the chairman. The ASLEF EC
has even declared the productivity proposals
dead. This happens every year, we were first
paid for OMO in 1968 and a couple of times
since, and they still haven't got it.
RANK AND FILE PAPER
The underground Rank and File Paper ‘Pleg
up on the cast’ (PUOTE} has grown substan-
tially since the report in issue five ( 1980) of
Socislist Review. It originates in covering
HAS over three depots on the East End of
the Piccadilly Line and has now expanded to
cover all aspects of underground train crew
pay and conditions. issue 15 has just gone
. into all 38 depots and we have Supporters i
ail of them, on the violence issue we were
instrumental in getting our 8 demands for
protection adopted and forwarded by the
unions to LT, without giving an inch to the
‘Hang'em and flog ‘em’ brigade. Our lead in
organising the carly shutdowns on Sundays
and Saturdays forced the unions 1o defuse
the situation by making two weekends of this
action official and even calting an official all
day saturday strike. In december of fast vear
we organised and led a strike over a backpay
issue which was 95% effective in our base,
75% effective on the Baketioo, Jubiee and
Northern-tines, 0% effective on the Central
with lesser success on the other lines. This
was against complete hostility from the
unions HQs.
THE FUTURE
OF course we are still 4 long way from push-
ing for a strike.on the pay round. We've had
success on- early shutdowns, token action
blackings and the one day sinikes, but the
base is there. The only unfortunate note i
the todal Jack of interest in the mdustrial
department (is there sull an industrial
department?) There is also the total impossi-
bility of getting coverage in the industrial
section of the paper {or any section). About
40 papers-ure sold 1o train ¢rews from one
source- or another, which s only 1% of the
workforce but whenever we say that we've
putsomething in the paper it never turns up.




The. O CONSISTENL pmlmmi omm:mou tht
- bistinguishes  the '%W*P and

-~ the:-Broad Left or the %;:.mnan pmmrmg of
the tiny Trot. gmupmg,s i the commitment
1o this rankand fileinthe tr&de uAION mtve-
- ment: Muriy of us joined the’ pam Because
e tmmd that itwas xmpmsmm\% *nvmmzw 10

~builda ok 454 fite movementwithous the -
pohum )

assistapce  of W ndltﬂﬂﬁ1

m’g@m Hation.

. Ataume swhen thy imdﬁ* anwnmwmcm ’

" b the ain delénsive mgztmtmn of the

- miorking class 35 comiig under the: most to-

fortinated mmk by the British State sinbe
- the 1930 s s xmpmmm 1w !wk carefully &

~iHow far the mgamaimn 5 intouch with it

irade obipy actvists in “their pnempw to
mpicmem aank and file mawgy

"1, The United Front Argam it bﬁmu\e
fthe. wwsm of the ANL i ;lmggmg the

s
pmdeceﬁmmmfmm -either the feformism of

g is :m mfﬂnumw faer mai most rank
and file grovps} have had wo'be built in spite of
the sabotage of pamm%ar y the Broad Left

< andabeCP. Thiir maie sbjective is still to gey

Yefrwingers® into teading trade ynion posi-
tions dnd: then 1o AUenIpt to use the rest of

. the union 8% stage drmy Lossupport them
whatever mev do,

Rank and file groups and ifitiatives over

. single issues will only draw those P oand
<L mi’:m‘wrs who aré not towally mfected
with' reformism or carcerism by uncom-

promising opposition 10 um pcdmm
analysis. :

‘The dchbcrmc atiempt by thn C.P. and
ther Broad keft stewards Lo prevent trade

umionists on the, seperately nrg.mmd *offi-

'maf’ march from iSimng (he . majority of
" other trade unionists on the Right to Work

picket of the Fory Party Conference is only
the latest and. most blatant example of he

" mmm dcmhs tor which their fear of rank’

and f’ le amvzzy is Ieadmg zhxym

f’erhap& 1& sty mizmme 1o make natio-
nai approaches 1o the “atmost  defuna
LCDT.U by {')&Mm} our gmion or the
RT W in m‘dﬂ poexpose this but at rank
and file Jevel'we will bé wasting our e
2. Building the Party-—The other side of the
“eoin 1o the profiered alive branch “ets buny

** pur differences” approach is, of course. the

hardline. objective of recruiing s muny
-membens 85 pxm,m However v must b
said that this s net the prime obpective and
certainly notihe mixml phjective of genuine
rank and file activity. For revolutionaries the
rank and file group Js o hafwdy house
1oward the building of a revolutionary party
which canovercome the unevienness of deves
_iﬁpmem of the class in different- workplaces
and Hifferent industries. But the potential
périphery we Have inthe rade union mbve-
ment far’ wtwmghh -the potential party
mxzmmrth nor s that an anhes'thy situa-
von, Hmeansthat the small party that we are
» can have an infuence far grentes than our
membership dnd at the same ume be keptin
tenich with the feeling and moverment at the
grass roots of the w arkingsclass. -
Within.a runk wyd file group it will the
reforebe an unehaithy situation if the mapar-
iy of members are S WP or i the onb
activists, are SW.P, uhuugh initally this
may have 1o bie the case.
The place where compades i Hhie same
indusery talk with each otherds of courss not
“the rank and fil=.group but the fraction
O3 What “we require from the eentre—
industiral dept.—full-timess.

What we don™t reguire is a blueprat of
ddﬂu 1% how o wr;‘,amm; N oaur mdmin
whwh in mosteases would be insulting to the

experience and mull;gmcr. of comrades who

Spend their working lives there. |
Wihat rank and file groups deed s
“a) up rodate Hists of ali the party membe:r« i
rticular industry. 5o that ihey can he
Tor tank and fijfe and fractional
Chimers and District Secretaries

. make a contribution 1o rank ard

heir Wt by thaxsmg up tmm: ;

comrades who come into an industry dnd
either through ignorance or wdleness rever
attend their fraction meetings or ther rarh
and file meetings.

by Through the education and traming T
tities of the party the point must be got acros-
that every single mémber who s working can
fike activity
even if they are mever in a position 1o be i
shop steward and that this.s the first priony
for a member of the SWP especially 1w a
period of recession, The pessimism that bas

" resulted from much loose tatk about “down

turns i the strugele” obscures the fact th ‘sz

. with the virtual collapse of the Broad Lot

alternative we have a golden opportunity zz

we do the thard and consistent work i bran-

ches, through stewards commttees and sat-
éry reps, (o tap thesfrength of & chass whiclh
madv for a fight but lacks feadership.

¢

6

11 we are o Il the enormous und dunge
rous vacuum that exists in the trade ueon
movement as a resalt of the collapse of the
Broad Left we must take seriousty| the gues
tiont of the invalvement of the vast buik ot
the passive winion membership and coords
nating their sctivily in the hie and death
struggle which facesus. This will i be done
sotely on the basis of publiciy seckmg mint-
atrves, marches and dum)mimlmn but by,
butl dm;: arank g Tovement
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y.}(‘:bmment on the .
Republican Faction

Privacy E
Liverpool

Fhe document The Draft Position of the
woposed Republican Faction” raises a num-
st of issaes hesoned tha simply of the natnoe
val guestion. “The demand for a republic
fifferentiate- revolutionary ‘marxism from
other polincal tendencies. Without a demo-
eratic republic there can be no socialism. It
ratses the whole guestion of revolutionan
markism’s view  of bourgens democracy

For Cde Caltimeos to reduce this fo g timely

renunder of the “sgmbicance of national
movements’ and intreducing “some discus-
ston of the place of civil iberties isaues in our

grk. s to miss the peint. To be sire partic-
% campaigns oncivil iberties and a consis-
tent attitude 1owards natronal movement
tay result from s reappraisal of the impor-
tance of constinutional polities ina revolutio-
nary socialist pracuce, but thevare the result
of a4 mugor review of outlook

To say no democratic republic equals no
sactalism s ot a desceription of historical
process as Cde Callinieos makes out (18 Sept
1980 p 15y when he parodies the need tor a
democrate repubhc. The rebationis in teram
ol comsaousness and mobthsation of these
torees capable of introducing revolutionury
soclism onto the hivtorical agenda. A
working  class movement mobilised and
Hghting o< a rerequistie for a revalutionan
overthrow. Se s the ideologies! smashing of
the exasting consensus. In this task the work-
g class woomed by all those social elements
excluded or oppressed by the exisnng state
structure. 1t s here that the importance of
mobilising on comtituional guestions Jies
~»\"l'u iustrate thiy fetme vefer, as Lwrite this
o November B orooan artiele written theee
vears agoom the Leonomist, ‘Blowmg Up a
Tyrranny', The artcle begins with the come
ment Gy Fawkeswas discovered 372 v enm
aga betore he could blow King and Parb-
ment up. Poday he would be night 1o renew o
demuocracy this time rather than a religron’
bventhe gh procts of the therat bourgear
sie are concerned that the Present sysiem is i
component part of the crism, The fight of the
petit bourgeoisie and some higher than that,
Fraser tor example, to nationslisms has been
part of that, the concern a the political cen-
Corower proportional representation and
other comstitnnonal changes, Thatcher on
ganming the leadershup was immediatehy pres.
sed by an impressively representative group

fom the ety and business 1o take up PR
whilstan the rainks of the high Tories Guentin
Hogg has been hawking a notion of u Bill of
Rights,

Constitutional change s 4 necessan ele-
ment i any restructuning of British capial,
Revolutionaries  need 1o be - concernsd
because our opponents are. Anyattempts by
then 1o restrycturé will be on such terms as
1o restrict the powers of the working class
movement. Onir_intervention should bé 1o
- prevent that and ro maximise the tipenings

noticeable that radical business pressure has
moved from the lunacy of private armies in
1974 10 NAFF and the use of the law 10
hobble the trade union movemens, The
establishmients geriatric grip on “he higher
wdterary dnd the setting of law by precedent
has  madg u mockery of labour attempts 10
adjust Labour Law to remove the T17 dise
abilines, Withowt a radical attack on the
ssisting qudicrars there van he po sale legal
haven for a right wing wvoncihating trade
vnrenism. Tatt Vale tarks round every cor-
ner and the whole working class movement
Ras an mrerest changing rthe judcnal
STructure.

The pressure towards a limted reform
Itberal bourgeois circles takes place agarnst g
general beeling up of the state that has long
concerned the Revolutionary Lefy,

The lessons of lreland are soon apphied
here Courtesy of Brigudier Kitson and fri-
ends. Chief Constables reveal the poditical
role ludden in their administrative positions,
developing aew riot controls, extending
pohee powers and speaking oul for the right
on d wide range of ssues. The basis for 4
Campaign i Defence of Democrane Right
has long since been Laid, but such a Lampaign
should be part of s widerconcern than Just to
react 1o shifts in the retation of capitat to the
stale.

Within the aliernative sirategy of the let
of the Labour Party there 1s u comtiutional
critigue. Michael Meachers concern with the
deaths i police custodies acvompanied by
articles on “Whnehalls Short Way with
Democracy’ und deals with *Open Govern-
ment, The Unions, The Armed Forees, The
Media, A pew Role for Pohivcal beaders'
The memoirs of the Wilson Generation of
cabinet msters have been full of graphic
thustrations of theampoience of Parfiamen-
tars democracy bang vividly deseribed by its
supporters. In our discussions with those
sections: of the working movement influen-
ced by the new Labour Left we not only
discuss unport controls,  the FEC  and

nuclear disurmament. We are almost imme-

drately plunged into an argument abow the

passibility of a Labour alternative, and most

mportanth a parliamentary, alternative.
Any serious Labour Leftstrategy will have
wreontront the whole guestion of constitu-
tosial reform, we must equup ourselves ready
SOOWE Cat answer frim our own standpoint,

The two questions we are likely o face

Jside the revolutionary left are “how these

tseues contnbute fo the key jquestion of
mubilising the working class” and *what is it
that we Bave to say on these questions - after
all our olumate amm s workers councils.”
Purt of the answer was spelt out in the very
savie articke in the Econonist guoted before,

or working tlass mobilisation. It is also

“Britain's very stability the beguiling flum-
mery attending its nstitutions. hald most of
is citizens in a trance of acceptance. Bri-
tn's apparent democracy is dignified first
by the golden cloak of its constitunonal
monarchy whose usefulness as a guarantor
of stability wna time of change #ts politicans
abuse to change nothing. The failure of Bri-
tain's democracy 15 further disguised by the
numinous halls and the hullowed procedure
ol the place of Westminster itself.” One of the
weological barriers 1o be broken by the
working class i the connmunty of Britain's
mstitutions. the appearance of 300 vears of
placid evolution, A coherent and concerted
attack on the forms of Brish bourgeoss
democracy, the monarchy and Lords and the
anitary nature of the “Unned Kingdom' . 4l
help us to break down the sham. More than
that many of the reforms are m our own
interest and cannot be carned through by the
liberal bourgeon or nationalist pent bau
geosic for fear of overturmng the whole
apple sart of Britsh caprialism.

Proportional representation could vpen
up the parbiamentary arena tor use by wmall
revolutionary parties. Retorm of the medin
for open access progras i ot TV ad
Radio and even the Prov vonld provide
openings tor working class and sivoluin.
nary intervention, The revelation ol the par-
hamentary impotence o top of 4he alreads
devetoped clectoral dmllusion vas with 4
broad  progressive intervenuon open up
ground for real discussion of adnat sort of
state the working cliss needs. Without such
an mtervention we lesve distlhuson to feed
the fantastes of the far right and the call for
strong leaders and the insiprd Theralinm ot
the centre.

The repubhican faction o nmels renun-
der of a tong Marast tradiion of concern
with the forms of the state not st the bromd
categories of bourgeots and workers ~tages
We aceept that fascism and dictutorshp
mhibit the working class movement but so
do other forms of bourgeois rule. Par of the
change {rom IS to SWP s the 1aking on of
the role of a small panty, the embryo of
future growth. A serious view on the comn-
wtional question iy part of that. u« o the
AgUALION on 1ssues concermng demograti
rights and mational questions, The edication
in the working class of ts role in histors as a
ruling and governing power. begim i inter-
vention in political questions of the present
state. Through such agitation se Jearn and
make ready for the "Birth of our Power’

A
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REPUBLICAN FAC
ESIS.

Seoﬁnd. Wnbs and mhnd are: nﬁoﬂ-
Deﬁmng a ' hation is not alwavs casy. Most
~people would consider Scotland, Wales and
dreland 16 be. natidns whereas:
‘not rechgnise Cornwall fo be a nation, yet,
some Cernish people do c%mm that itisa
nanmt

Ir:m* in the multi-national Russian Empire.

" vecognise a nation. These were: .
Aa) a community-of the settled territory
(b} 8 common historical Tate

" sdifferent-parts of the nation

{d}-a commoy Tanguage

{¢} -anatioral tonsciousness in thc mmdﬁ

“of mdmduala. B

o Scotland. for example, is clearly a nauon,

e despite racial and regional differences and
: rivalries. There isa national consciousness in

the minds of individuals: ‘People recoghise

themselves as. Scottish. rather than north

Biitish, There is a clearly defined: Aerritory
called Scotland, with a definite border. Sco-

tland hasitsown. hmary, including that asan

s

‘England. In the case of Wales and Scotland,
not oniy is ihereanational consciousness but

this is recognised intérnationally. Scotland

and Wales are accepted asnationsininterna-

tional sporf;- both having. for mmpic«-».

" national football teams.
-The significance of recognising: Scau&ud

tinguish them from regions like Ynflshm
and Tyneside when we com»dcr the vights.of
_nations to self-determination. This has spe-
" ciatsignificance in discussions about Ireland
where British lriiperialism has wried to create

dominate dreland.”

- i¥a general principle of marxism, B provides
the. foundation for a democratic working

nations are combined Underithe fule of ‘one
mmmarv or foreed, :hxma nations haw 4

“The 'rxght 10 dwmw wa sxfcgmrd mmm
bppression, but i does -not mean that as

‘m This. means that ths& English working
- ¢lass should oppose any atfempts by the

BN THE ﬂA"ﬂ(}NAL'

* The: Eesmiéwks hui amore d:ff'wuit pmb~ :

Stalin suggeswd the standard criteria mbe!p

*{o}-a close economic association bmdmg )

e mdependent nation, until the upion with

Wales and Ireland as nations is’ s!m‘m dis-

‘two nations as a. means of mmmamg 10
The right of nations 1o self-detérmination

class policy on the national guestion. When

state, -regardiess of ‘whether the uhion wis ~

‘Englishi{or BritishThe English working class
should support the democratic rights bf the
_Scottish, Welsh and Jrish working classes.

- ‘This means that the jenglish working ~lass

should oppose any, attetipts by the English

* or British) ruling class 16 deny these r:ghxq

{uistherask of English marsists. (e, marxists
living in"England,} 10 urge English workers
to supporst this policy,

~ However, although this prmmple gives
clear gmdancc to Englaish marxists, it does
not give a clear position for Scottish and
Welsh marxists. 1t does not say whether

. separation would bea progressive or reactio-

‘nary development. Therefore it gives no gur-
dance as {0 whether Scotish and Weish
marxists -should supporx o1  oppose
mdependcmc&

1f Seottish and Wvﬂxh mirkists simply
argne that it is up. 1o "Scouish and Welsh

workérs 1o decide 2 policy. then thése marx- -

ists abanmm their vanguard role on the
zmwual quéstion. In practicethis would
mean abmdonmg the working class 1o the
pahcy of another class. In other words, if
marxists say make-0pyour own minds” then
workers will listen more 10 the Sconish ane
Welsh nationalisis or the British naiionlisis,
. Thetefore it is: abwluely necessary that a
par(y, whlcb wnites English, Welsh and Scot-
tish ‘marxists in a single organisation, must
develop & peliey for Scotlish and Welsh
marxists, Failure to do this will undermine
the party’s ability to grow and coulld ultimat-
ely Tead youplis. Wemustgo bevond the right
of nations to.seff-detérmination to decide

- whether the movements for mdcp«mdence
~should be seen ashistorically progressive ore
_reactionary. Thisis essemaal if the party i 10

develop a-consistent strategv andnot clmn ge

gotitse with ew:ry event.

3 The. mwm movements arehistorically

The: "waﬁcau Facucm considers that the
nationstist movements are historically pro-
gressive. There are at least three ways m which
we could examine this issue.

(#) The class natpre and ideology M ti:e nation- -

Hist parties. :

. Marxists should never, fail 1o expose the
pmy-bonxgcms nature of ‘the nationalist
parties, but this cannot be used as the basis
for deciding. whether- pama,uiar nationalist
movements dre historically progressive or
m!cmﬁmry Al pationalist parties, without
exception, frave beeh based on the bourgéois
or petty-bourgeois class polltics. Bur, we

st not conclude from this that all natio-

nalist movements are reactionary.. This
would clearty be at-odds with opr policy on
Ireland, Zimbabwe and P’almtme The-

- refore, we shiovld not decide our policy oh a

imtwd Jretand by analysing the ciass nature
L.P. (Social Democratic and

) I we do, not only is it ikely
i, but also to vacillation, Phe
it tics of nationalist movements
notf M{m valving though experience.
i hsy may bc more right

“ruthlessly suppressed by Enghsh

[
s
i

wing or left wing, more passive angd xum
mist, more muhiant and revolutionars . Howe
use this as our benchmark of "progressives
ness then our policy would change as the
nationalist tactics alter. Recently 1 has been
claimed that the LR.A has moved 1o the deh
Wiiist we might welcome such a whifton
should not affect our policy on a united
brefand.

- () National Oppression.

A struggle by an oppressed nation i sea

by marxists as progressive. The struggle tor
self-determination may developinto a strug-
gle for workers” self-determinatiln as
imperiatism s defeated. The S.W P recog-
mises Ireland 1o be oppressed by Brinsh
impenmi&m but, at present, we do not
recognise Wales and Scotand as oppres-
sed. natons. What criteria should we use
to assess whether a nation s oppressed of
not. :
(i} Discrimination.
Driscrimination can manifest wselt i a vare
ety of ways: economic, sooal, cultural and
political,  Economic  discrimination,  for
example, should be examuined both m terms
of the individual and the nation. As indinad-
ual Bgouish and Welsh workers do nir
appear 10 be discriminated agamstn terme
of jobs, whether Wales and Scotlund are dis
oriminated against in terms of the distobu-
tion of state funds {and hence jobs )y reguires
further mvestigation,

Some investigation must also be tocused
or discrimimation within the nation. For
example, the oppression of Iretand not onby
affects the relations between Dnglinh and
Irish people but also affects relations bet
ween Irish people. Religious drisions are a
manifestation of imperialist aggrcwun [ he-
retore-consideration shoul d abso be given w
the nature and causes of divisions withm
Scotland, and Wales.

(i) Military Force. ’

The history of the Celue races shows tha
the Welsh, Irish and Highland Scots were
it
force. The result of this barbarsm was the
depopulation and near death of Celtie tun
guage and culture, Consequenthy . rooted
the history.of the Celtie peooples 4 justily
able  resentment  agamnst  the boglish
aggressor. Whilst the posiuon of the lowland
Scots was different, o must be acknowlodged
that military foree plaved an important rok
in forging the Union on which Bonsh s
rule was built.

The open use of miluary toree dous 1
characterise the relavons botween Fngland.
Scotalnd and Wales @t presear Treland
which has sought 1o exercise its night 10seht
determination, has been mer with armwd
force, which continues, Whether Wale and
Seoatland might have 1o confrom bt
toree of they sought w excrome ther nght 1o
self-determmanion, only the future wilf rell
<) Marxist theory.

The nationalist movements could be seen
A% a progressive force which undernines
existing Briush democracy. The movements
are pfﬂg{m&iVQ i that by sndermsmine the
uxmmg Constituth
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sorward some reasons for not ignoring the
‘monarchy, as.a counterbalance his thieory.
a) The record of Socialist Worker

Alex points out that the Monarchy has a -

véry powerful ideological role. -Conse-
quently SW attacked the: -monarchy & couple
of years ago. If we ask why it was attacked
the answer is revealing The bonrgeome
: ‘began ‘praising the monarchy at the time of
the Jubilee. Even the most tolerant of liber-
als could hardly have kept silent under such
provocation. The record of SW in consis-

* tently attacking the mionarchy seems to boil -

down to saying that if the bourgeoisie keeps
silent-about it so will we,
b)Eventually we may be forced to abolish the
monarchy if it starts interfering

The second reason that Alex suggests for

ignoring the conclusions of his theory is that -

situations could arise in which the monarchy
starcs interfering. This would force.all tiber~

“and the CC, to start campaigning. Unfor-
”””l‘ nately if the monarchy was used at some.

_decisive political juncture it would be proba-

bly too late ‘to start c:ampaugrmg~ Once
you've been stabhed in the back it sa bit late .

to complain that your attacker had a knife,
¢y *It may be thai the monarchy will be aboli-
shed before the avexthmw,of capitalism.”
{Alex) :

Alex now moves to recognise that we may.
be forced 1o abolish'the monarchy. There is,
according to Alex, a 50-30 chance, {*equally
likely)) that the *monarchy will be abolished
before thé overthrow of capitalism.” Yet
Alex refuses to draw the conclusion that if
the monarchy is abolished and capitalism
still exists then it must be a democratic
_republic, ]

But is a democratic republic a step for-

ward. Yes or No? Alex doesn’t make it clear.
d) Confining ourselves 1o what is reasonable
Finally,” whilst concéeding that .a demo-
fatic republic. may come about before the
orking class takes power, he neyertheless
ends up with a final appeal for 1olerance,

Alex, who cails for world socialism tells us

hat our aim of- abuhshmg the-monarchy is
‘grandiose”. He appeals 16.us to confine our-
selves to hwat is reasonable, closer to reality
etc.. We agree that the S.P.G. campaign and

. defence of trial by jury are important but we
cannot confine ourselvesto this without, in
praciice, abandoning marxism for refor-
mism. No, we will nottolerate the monarchy,
ignore it or keep silont, We will take our atti-
tude instead from Lesiin the Intolerant, (Two
Tavues) who describes the revolutionary
path as one of ‘rapd amputation, the path of
the immediate removal of what is puiresent,
the path of least compliacne with and consi-
deration for the monarchy and the abomi-
nable, vile, roteen and noxious institutions
that go with i’

4. To Conclude

Soft Republicanism is based on the liberal-
Bourgeois theory of tolerance. This theory
. uses stageism and revisionism backed up
. with straight tiberal arguments like -non-
" interference aridconfining ourselvesto what:
‘ auxeaimnabk etc. It suhd‘ ﬁthmmqf

the 2nd International and Menshevism who

-tended 1o “forget t0' say a word about the .

Republic. This is mcredxbie but its a fact.”
{Lenin)

Only short-sighted people would consider
such a rev elation as having no consequence.
If this is ~ot repudiated it must lead the Party
to- make political errors. In particular it
could lead the Party 1o underestimute the

- significance of the ‘national question not only

in Wales nand Scodand buz perhaps also in

‘Northern Ireland.

The CC must put this beyond doubt ..
Does the Party support.the immediate aboli-
tion of the Monarchy. If the Party opposes
this- formutatmn the only other possxbxiuv is
the reformist notion of cvcntual abolition,
eventual mm}um ete.

.mm:-ﬂb Nepublic

*Only short-sighted peuvple can consider fac-
tional disputes and a strict differentiation

“between *shades” of opinion inopportune or

superfluous. The fate of the Russian Social
Demogracy for many years to come may
depénd on the strengthemng of one or other

‘shade”. (Letiin-~on the importance.of the- -
oreticat struggle—in ‘What Is To Be Done?)’

‘The Republican Faction seeks to convince

‘the party that the nationalist movements in

the UK are an historically progressive phe-
nomenon. Tt shopld be recognised. that the
Party is dividéd onthis matter between those
who oppose thiit view, those whoe-are not

- sure and these who'support that coptention.

These divisions s may disappear but will reap-

-pear .afound concrete political issues, (eg.

‘Home Rule referenda).

The method we have chosen to argue our
case is 10 found our position on theory and
then consider the practical corisequences of
that theory. Because we take this approach
some comrades may think that the- discus-
sion is ‘abstract’ and ‘removed from the pre-
sent practice of the Party’. Such a view would
be mmugm All'theories have pracucal con-
sequeénces. From Alex’s reply it becomes
clear that the C:C. isalready operating with a
theory about the Monarch. It is not simply

that the Republican Faction issuggesting a -

theory, We are also dragging into :hc\l‘ight of
day-the implicit theory of the C.C. -

The R.F. approaches the questmn in the
following order:

1.The Monarchy and the Republic

2HMow this relates to the National
uestion

3.Practical consequences of this.

At this stage, the debate and hence this

article, must centre on point 1. When this -

issue is clear then 2 and 3 will mltow
logicatly. ’
1.THE MONARCHY AND THE
REPUBLIC

This issue now reveals two theories or
‘shades of opinion’. On one hand the view of

the. Faction which we will call Militant -

Republicanism, as against that of Soft Repub-

lfeanism, held by the C.C. We thoose these
- labels to signity the attitudes and pracmcs =

mh foliow from the two theories: -

We MHM Miﬁmu Rﬁpublm’ism as

fom

"%,‘ eist and Stalinist, {ie. non-marxist or hour-
!
4

* Power, they declare.

We su ppﬁfn the iinmediare abolbitno! the
Monarchy and its replacement by a Repub-
lic. Our aim is a socialist republic m which
power is exercised. by the working class. But
a democratic republic would be a siep for-
ward. A démocratic republic w}m’epubhc in
which power has not ver decisively passed
into.the hangd of the working olgss, (eg] as
between February—October 1917 Rassing
Paraliels can be drawn from our eitics on
Ireland. First, we say Troops Out Now or
immediatety not Troops Our E ventually
"Eventually” is the reformist position based
on so-called *pracucality’. Secondly: we sp-
port a umited sociabist republic, Bug even a
united democratic republic (i.e. ending parti-

" tion) would by & step forward. To recogmse

that Britain might withdraw and Irefand be
re-united before the Irish working class has
taken power b 1ot “stagest’ or *Stalinjst”. It
is simply to acknowledge thay aH events
don’t oceur on the same day. 11 1 s pasyible
-that ending partition occurs pefure the
armed insurrection (rather than after, which
is also possible) then 1t is possible 1o see that
ending partition. by changing the balance of
calss forces. may be one wav o apen a revo-
lutionary path in Ireland and Britain.
2. THE LIBERAL BOURGEOIS ATTL-
TUDE TO THE MONARCHY ,
As Marxists we must investigite the class
nature of both thearies of miluant and soft
republicanism.  Alex implioty adopis thus
metl’md in claiming that our position s stiag-

geois - theory). By implication,. soft
i republicanism 1s a proletanan or  marsist
%thmry Our argument aims 1o show that in
fact, soft republicanism s & bourgeois-
fiberal theory of the monarchy dressed up as
‘socialism’.

‘Whilst the Tory loyahisis mmmp the
mcnan.}m the more progressive liveral tole-
rates it. This affects the thinking . . amilhons
in Britain today through the Press, schools,
TV etc,, and the Liberal Party. The Lubour
Party is the vehigle of the liberal-bourgeosie.
Hence it is ‘the reformist Labour leadership
and trade union bureaueracy who advocate
the theory of tolerance. Toleranee appears
reformist  socialism. - Ultra-lestsm  also

" adopts. notions of tolerance Irom the iberal
bourgeaisie, but covers this up with revolu-
tionury. phrases. What arguments. thee

refore, do the reformists and ultra-lefis put
forward (o support wlerance towards the
monarchy? ’
a) Non-interference.

Commmumcm Britain's L abour leaders,
Trotsky ('On Briwin') notes “The Royal
“does notimterfere” with
the Couptry’s progress and is cheaper than a
President if.we count all expenses of electioirs
#te.. These speeches of the Labour leaders
are charatieristic of their peculiar {iv Eng-
lish) nature, which camnor be catted by any

’ mher name than convervative awpxdm

- OFf - course, the very exitence of the

. mgmamhy iyoan mterfcrenve wzth the .muu-
deﬁ am! tdcm of millions <~ :

i Hs Y




- dngclass? ’icmimm and Wales may eveny
Al ehoose, to exercise their right - to
selfudetermintion. But this would not negess
sarily undermine unity with the B nglivh

,waarkmg wlass, On the contrary, o gy

strepgthen it Lenin illustrated how thair

cvight 1o self-determinavion But tns woyld

”"nm negessarily undernmne vy winh the

“English working clase. On the contrary, i

could even strengthen o Lemay (Hustraeg

how these cession of Norwin (1om Sweden i

+ 1903 actgnlly strongthened the unity of Nop.
wegian and Swedish workers, e

The Swedish workers supp ried Norwayy <

. might to setf-determinuiion agamst the paolicy .

~of the Swedish bourgeonic und arstocrgey, -

) Tbe sohdarity by the Swedish aorkers engh. |
ed the Norweggan workers 1o ¢ clearty »
which elass was opposed & hen demacratie
nghts, ©d which chass wus o on afly ) ¢

Fhese and other examp’ o~ dlustrate g
Mars, Engels and Lenee w11 mxmii”‘
cdempcratic sepubbic o the moeet advanced
‘h‘*” form af bourgeons & mocraes Yer in Alex’s
e artele, we can o, fisd the view thae b
geois demoeracy »the most udy vunced form
of bourgeois demoeracy ,
~Alek does acknowledge the demand for a
i:ienwcr;mc republic, Buf thus o prosented as
applying only 1o Russia becuuse the Tsar was
dutocratic. Because Britun inn't ruled by an -
awtocraey or ‘guasi-feudal artocricy” such
ademand cannot apply here, 11 the demand
. fora republic applicd only because the Tsar
Was an awtoeral then presumably the Bol
‘sheviks would have abandoned this demand
" ifhohad been mare reasonable and become a
. Constitational ‘democratic’ monarch, No.
- the faey is that the Bolsheviks were dundame
entally apposed 1o the monarchy, evep if it
had become o "democratic’ manarchy.

) x,‘) Man«mter&emue
Having the view that the posstbility
, i demoeratic advance has ended and suppdd
ptmthgmumndiqmsim athe for e en e Party must give a leag ing that with the-revision of basic principles,
_Beth Lening :Englels | b loget i i Alex now turss 1o Jiberal arguments for sup-
i - port. Bagehot, a victorian boudgeois expert, i
. Supports s view that the digniied (1) parts
it. ke the monarchy und the House of Lords
’ ‘ " de notinterferc with the efficient demperatic ,
1 hore geopraphica: cons ¢ novements are. Coparts, the cabinet and the Commons.
dxtmm 4@ comimon language and the i 0’ st see Brgehot, of course, wis explaining to the
nany centrties would seem jo-have pm s : bourgeohie why B owas i thor interests to
cnci -w the atignal n i’ republican’ patic tolerate the “dignified” parts. (i “putretying
fation 16 nabmna]gz.m The parts) of th constituton, By uncrtically
efinte ' . Giioting Bagehot, Alex urgmg on us-the
: ~.policy of tolerance, that s, the policy of mys-
.ﬁtvmg and decerving the worker,
(i) Boft Republivunism (part tw — How-
AR rejects the togic of s own argumeni.}
The meug. of soft repubhvanivm has Row,
d- gone dow: the libeval roud. The cunclusion -
yto - of Alex" mhuw iy that we should ignore the
cmomdrchy, Gat Alex hegins 1o feel uncome-
fortalile, He of his theory . This does not -
e hatanti-monarchist propaganda may .
wmm {or oceasionalvi be ;mpﬂr- s
“Lhe fact is that s theory does mead
Lignore the monarchy. So e
T iggmww Yoie thoes Tho aroti.
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pmwdcﬁ an ldf.oiogx for n:a«:unnary lovalist
politiciygns and a justification for the murdes
" of Republicans. The monarchy irterferes in
other ways. It doesn’t govern and has only
limited constiugtional powets, but it meddles
continuously in"the political affairs of the

coumr} The Royal Family are multi-
miliionaires who employ an army of ser-
vants, secretaries and advisers 1o meddie in
politics. On.the whole this-is secret, but occa-
. sionally incidents eome to light. To believe
that mult-millionaires don't exploit their
very special position in th Siate is either
extremely naive or trusting. Secret mcdd}mg
can become, in times of political crisis, the
open use of consuuional power, .As
Tortsky noted ‘in case of need. the bour, geoi-
sie will make use of royal power with great
Success -as & concendration of all non-
- parliamentary, (ie. real) forees simed » against
,,.‘bc working class.”
" Putting  off
abolition
Clement Attlee {1937} summed ‘up this
argument:
$ wouldn't raise a finger to turn a mplut‘
ist monarchy into a capitalist repablic”
This view was first formulatad by John
Wheatley, the Red Clydesider or left refor-
mist. On joining the 1924 Labour Govern-
ment our tolerant ‘Red” was observed on his
hands and knecs kmmg the King's hand.
The theory that there is no difference bet-
ween a capitalist “democratic’ monarchy and
. a capitahist republic suggc:wd by Wheatley
and Atlee. fand now by Aldex €1, is in cun-
trast with' the view of Marx, Lenin and
Engels.

Autlee, of course. would have us believe
that he was concentrating all his effodts on
fighling for soctalism. not “merely” abolish-
ing the monarchy . The sume tolerance prea-

- ched by the ultra-lefts who are fighting for
~mfWorid) revolutioaary socialsm, net wasting
‘ume ‘merely’ aboli hmgxhc monarchy. Nei-
ther our tulerant reformers or ultra-lefts
would ‘raise a finger’. It pressed they would
1o doubt admit 1o favourmg gboltion—but
not now: later, at some specified date in the
future, eventnally when the revolution
comes eI, ¢ie.
¢} Confining ourselves to the msues of the
momeni

abolition, or eventual

Typical of the reformist (and ultra-lef)”

desire to.tolerate the monarchy is their con-
cern that we should confine oursehves to
other more immediate issues. We are urged
to concentrate on what 18 “reasonable’ and
‘practical’. The real issues, they sav, are the
issues of the moment, those thrown upspon-
taneously, like economic conditions. The
average English worker, we are told, isa't
interested in the abolishing of the monarchy.
Therefore, we should base ourselves on the
views of the avérage (English) worker. All
these arguments illustrate once again, the
-link between reformism ecconomism, wor-
ship of sponteneity and abandoning marx-
wm for 1he viewpoint of the avery ge wm'ker

. #

-} Silence

The practical consequénces of tolerance is
political silence. 1f abolition is put off to the

future and tolerance is the order of the day .

then it follows that there is no. need to cam-
paign against the monarchy. It is nosirprise
*o find that *never in 1ts whole existence has

the Labour Parfy debated the monarchy at”

any Annual Conference'. One attempz was
made in 1955, causing a fierce row in the
local party, and was stifled. (Hamzhoﬂ
piigy

1 THE CL A“;S NAGURE OF SOFT
KEPUBLICANISM

Alex b«:gms toattack the militant chuhh»

tan position by saying that we go ‘haywire’
when weclaim that we cannot have socialismy
without a republic. A republic isa necessary
but not sufficient condition for socialism’.
This formulation is directed against the left
reformists who prattle about democratic
socialism, vet never mention the republic. In
practise, Benn’s democratic socialism is
*democratic ‘monarchist socialism’. ’Engeta-
made a simifar attack on the reformist wing
of German Social Democracy who were also
stient.about the Kaiser. In his attack on
“honest’ opportunism, Engels argued that “if
one thing is certain, it is that our party and
the working class can only come to power in
the form of the democratic republic.’ (State
and Revolution p68).

That Alex objecs 10 our formulation
makes us both puzzied and’ fampxmous Even
from a logieal pcint of view, a republic,
‘nevessary  but not sufficient” cannot be
denied. Is Alex saying that a republic is not
necessary, or that it is sufficient fc)r snctal-
l\m‘.‘ Surely not.

" Fhe reason that Alex defends the refore

musts and seeks 1o derty logic inthe name of .

marxism is that he i5 unhappy.about the
political implication. He fears that a(cemo-

crate} republic .may be establishee before

the working class- has taken full power
through.popular insurrection, Inaltempting

to prove this impossible, Alex develops a.- -

theory. of soft or to'zrant republicapism, . -
This falls into v parts: the first. SUggests

arguments for toler nee, some marxist, some '

‘hiberal’. The second part is where Afex reali-
ses that he doesn’t like the xhemy of tole-
rance and adds sofoe republican arguments.

Indeed, he goes so far down the republican

road that he admits, it might be that the
monarchy is abolished before the overthrow
of capitalism’, {ie a democratic republic,)

‘hut it is equallv fikely’, etc. etc, We aretold .

that there is a 50% chance of what we

calimed was possible,’ and Alex set-out'to

disprove 1t

(i} Soft Republicanism (part one ~- reasons

for olerance)
(a) Stageism. ’
i is difficult to find a aeﬁmmn of stage-

ism. But its essencecan be illustrated bothby '
‘the politics of MensheviSmoand’ Staimmm.

- The Menshevtks s«;mgm to dniay the

of power by the warking class argumg that
there had to be a stage of industrialisation
which ceuld only ' be carried out by the nour-
gedisie. The Stalinists urged that in back-
ward countries democratic advance was
necessary and: that i order 10 achieve this

‘the workers should put off their own strug-

gles for better economic and social condi-
tions. The key featureseems to be that some
task, (economic, social or political), is being
put off until some unspecified future. In
practice, this benefits the bourgeoisic, Whilst
our demand for the immediate abalition of
the moy wrchy cannot be said 1o be putiing
off anything or benefitting the ruling class,
the same cannot be said for sofl
republicanism. B

What underlies e soft ropublican posi--
tion is the view thai we have already passed
thraugh the bourgeois démouatic stage.
“‘onsequently all democratic issues have
been solved. Democratic - rights can be
femoved, but they cannot be extended. This
is despite the fact that Home Rule. Propor-
tional Representation aud the House of
Lords are political issues of major constitu-
tional implications. Alex's “stageist view
means that neither he nor the C.C. can
‘recognise’ these 1ssues exceptin a very token
fashion, {i.e. we should ignore these issues
but have a foymally correct, position, Hence

¢ ~an begin to see a connection between
qzageusm and economismor ahﬁmmmg from
politics,

This notion that we have passed through
the democratic stage also affects the C.Cs
view of strategy. There can be defence of
democracy but not a democratic offensive
against the ruling class. It is mgnmcam that
Alex mentions the 5.P.G. and defence o
Tria! by Jury; both important defensive
issues. So while Trotsky says (quoted by
Alex) “that the struggle. for democratic
reforms could lead -directly to workers
pnwer“, Alex believes this cannot apply to
Britain,

-If- we ask whén did Bmam s democratic
stage come to.an end Alex could probably
find'it-difficult 16 answer. Britain, of course

hdd o bourgems revolution and civil war in

the 17th century. Whilst this destroyed abso-
futism it haxdty established democracy. The
right to vbie in Parlmmemary elections was
extended bit by bit in 1832, 1867, 1884, and

1928, There were alsp Parliament Acts in

1911 and 1949-and a home rule referendum
in- 1979 “The right to vote has still not been
cx:endcd 10 the Head of State, Second
Chamber, Judges and State Officials, These
institutions are ufﬁcmlly fseserved for the

“vich. Unless you believe that every demo-
__cratic right acheivable under capitalism now
“exists in-Britain, there is no logical reason for
- believing that 1928, 1949, or 1979 marks the
. end of the ‘democratic stage’.

b)Revmwn
© Alex would hdve us believe that Britain,

o With its meonarchy.-its House of Lmds first

p«m zim post system; ()mcaal Secrets Act
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nelected ;m'%ges mmdmg Army ami wx:hﬁm

ition of our supposed demo-

is the inost advanced Torm of

d-‘:mmwy achieveable ‘under -capitalism, |

© 7 Why more counties aren't mu;_,g}mg to
achieve ;hew‘h i

‘dmmmy shcmid dczmand thm OWR
F Lords inorder 1o
cloge'to the com-

placent and ‘arrogant attitude of the British*

“whi always consider themselves to be teach-
“ing others about ’dcmomcy
Inorder to maintain the view thit Britain
has passed shrough the demoeraticstage and
- secured the most advanced form of demo-
cracy Alex his to go down the revigionist
* roal, Revis ionism takes Basic mharkist princi-
ples and wien {ries 10 deny th=irrelevance 10
the presént: The revisionist tses phrases fike
.-this_principle only applies to Russia or
) abmiumt states eic... The revisiomsttries to
turn general principle, (like Soviets), mm the
wationally specific, {cg Russia-only),
According 1o Alex, the US, mec, West
Germany and Britain all have the samebasic
form. They dre all bourgedis democracics,
Whilst. ahis is 1rue, “Alex ignores; o s
unaware, thatin ‘State and Revolution” (p6s
Criticism of the Dsaft of the Effurt Pro- -
grammc), Lenin spenids seven pages explain-
ing differences in forfas of bourgeois
democracics, Umng examples. from the Ger-
man constitution, the French Reépublic, the
Swiss.and US Federal Republics and Unio-
nist Britain, Lenin explains the importance
of differences between Federal and Cer wa-
" dised States, Manarchiesand’ Repubhcs Alex

E ckcmm.mr,zg If he was %ight then these pages
-in *State and Revolution’ should be torn ot
a5 having ne relevance. 10ds alko Guite clear
that Marx and Engels saw the. demoeratic

demaocracy under capitalism.- Fhere are
many guotes which put this: point beyund
© doubt. For example. “The republic is-one
possible form-of political superstiucture of
capitabist society and moreover, the most .
demotratic form.” { Leénin-On’ Toperialist
Egonomism). Or in "Stage ‘and Revolution®
Engels repeated here w particularly mnkmg
tarm, the fundamental idea which runs
through all Marx's works, namély that the
demaocric fepublic is the nearest appmas:h
to the dictatoiship of the groletariat ..
(poBy. Or m "Two Tactics’ where Lcnm
notes, “The stross that the Congress resotu-
- Hion m« on the slogan of a democratic
-republic is necessary both as a maiter of logic
and in ;wxm of principle. -Here Léniy
it thiy slogan'is divetted not

tmwmnlu‘ s in the Cddu Pany Lat
Two Taes enin attacks ;

ignores all this and merges 4l differences
into the general categary of bmrgem .

Republic as the most advanced form of

The Natinnal
Ques ‘,lon

Privacy

The National Question

This. amcie doesn’t mccﬁsarﬂy reflect the
views -of Cambridge SWP.

Nations arepentusedtokeep the p’opula!mn
in{and others out): Thisisn't new, but it is a
very small step for the ruling class to také for
‘them to use the concept of a nation for natio-
wnalist purposes. The belief that people arc
differént because they come from differemt
countries- is encouraged by language and
immigration -control” barriers. Hence, the
bosses try to convince the workers to work
harder ‘andsacriﬁt;c *forthe country’s in fact,
for the country’s bosses. e.g., Edwardes plea
to BL 'workers 1o work harder against Japa-

* mese imports.

Nations are used by the ruling class to
create pationalism and persuade the workers
Aosubmit to capitalist explmmnm AsMarx
put it
“The bonrgm;s:e finds itself ... in # constant
battle ... with ‘the b«:mrgmmc of forexgn
‘countries. In ... (this) battle it seesitself com-
peﬁed o appeal to the proletariat” -

“Erom this appmi comes nationalism and
racism which, in its worst form, is used 1o
pmuadc workers to ‘ﬁght forthe country™

Eor the size of a country is rot determined’

rationally, but by the squabbles of different
tuling classes which resulted-in wars fought
by the prolétariat, but for the ruling class,
The so-called right of self-determination i s
a misconception. Nations have, to varying
degrem ‘their politics dictated by the eco-
nomic ‘system. Third world countries have
~‘their poimcs shaped by multinationals

investing there, and the strings attached 1o

the so-called aid.Reformist policies, cg. a
inimiim wage, are stopped by this foreign
stranglehold. Hence, the leaders become
plppets,

And all countries. are dominated by the
major esonomic pmvcm The EEC was crea-
ted, if. part, to-resist the econofnic power of
the USA., Even strong economit countries
tike Britain and Germany had to unite.

Af economic pressures are not gream
mugh then military is used. Sometimes
epcn}y, sometimes under cover of secret ser-
vige, military might has been used to changfc
the government.

The Kurds, Palestinians and Eritreans are
but three - examp!.ca of - national struggles
against. oppression, "Naturally we suppert
their sxmm!esag inst oppression. Naturally

i struggles, but what of their
k their- own country is not
would “be plagued by -eco:
nilitary pressures~dook what
ungary. The same continges

world mday Wv: zhwtd ltw .

refore, wholeheartedly support their strug-
glm whole making i clear that short-term

' gains canonly become loog-term through a

world-wide struggle, We shmzid disassociate
from any pationalist racism they may
preach. For example. the Palestinians are
Tighting oppressors who happen to be Tew-
ish, That they are Jewish 15 utterley irrele-
vant. To pretend otherwise -is anti-semitic
and racist,

Nearer home Mnguag& and culture and
culture are rallving cries of the Welsh and
Seottish nationalist movements. However,, -
just because a ruler doesn’t speak vour lan-
guage does not mean that he will suppress it
And even if he does it can be fought, as the
Welsh TV channel success proved. France
suppressed the Catalan language so that it.
was gven banned in telephones! But the lan-
guage and i« extensive literature remains,

Only under international socialism and
workers’ control can people truty detem‘uﬁ
how their country 15 run. Al that time cou
tries can simply be units divided rationally,
and not on the basis of military might, Asa
spirit. of internations " fraternity prevails,
racism.and nauumhsm will die mrxg»‘maned
deaths.

But nations under capuialism can neither
be determined by the people. nor benefir
them. They will be used 1w encourage natio-
nalism. te the benefit of the ruting class.
Smxahzm haa muhmg 1o dn wuh nations,
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"HOW CONFERENCE WORKS

COMMISSIONS A1 the end of each session
. - delegates elect “Urafting commissions’ of a
_Aew comrades to write up the general sense
" and speciic propossis made In the session.
.- Yhis commission report is then presented to
“Conference, circulsted. in. written torm and
yoled on, It there sre two or more positions on
any subjeci ihen more thin one commission
can be slscied. There is In'theory no fimit {o
the number of commissionsas iong as af least
5 delegstes support the setting up of & com-
mission; All the commissions are circulated 1o
delegates and then voled on. This system
snsures that poinis made in the discussion
but:not necessarily contained in resolutions
.can-be voted upon by Conference; it avoids
the Conferénce havingtopr: ~ed from reso-
ution to resolution regardle:  Thowdelega-
fes see the priorities in any discussion.

‘RESOLUTIONS It follows from this pra’
dure {which has worked very well for & yeal
now) that resolutions are not very important
atour Conferences. In the course ol asession
the chair wii coll-a speaker from any district
‘or fraction that has a resolution on the order
papar. Usually the sense of a resolution is put
into 8 drafling commission, although itis pos-
-sible.for delegates to put their resolufions to
the vole when the commissions are voted
upon. .

SPEAKERS-~There are speakers’ siips. The
acvaniage of these is that it enables the chair
1o get a ressonable balance of views trom
delegates. Stewards will collect the slips dur-
ing the sessions, .

NOMINATING COMMISSION--Delegates
will be asked 10 elect three people to sit on a
‘nominating commission’ together with two
from the Ceontral Commitiee 16 draw up a
recommended fist for the National Commit-
tee. All nominations go to the Nominating
Cammission (there are forms provided). The
Commission will present several lists durl
Conference. All delgates are iree to go an

argue whal. they think about the lists with the

- Commission as they are published. The finat
{ist will be presented to Conference by the
Commission on Tuesday morning and can
then be debated, amended and voted upon.

Members of the Commission will be avai-

lable in the Cont Arrangé Com-
mittee room before and atter every session ad
during the lunch breaks, and at other times
which will be snnounced as Conference
proceeds.

COFFEE and tea and biscuils are available in
the small hall. In the break on Sunday svening
there will Also berolls and sandwiches. Due to
inflation prices will be announced at the start
of Conterence in the coffee room.

AGENDA

Saturday
G.00-10 30

R

10 45-171 30

TH30 .00
1 00-2 00
2 00-4 .00

4 00-5 30

Sunday
G 3010
U 00

Registratic.

Conterercs Arrangemeris
Commities Report, Standing
Orders .

Mational Secretary's Report
thas s a factual report on e
number of mambers
branches ete 1o provide
witormation for o ress

the Conterence

Political Perspectives
Lunch

The United Front and the
Labour Party

Campaign Agains! Nuclear
Weapons

Control Commission Hepori

tndustrial Perspectives

Fighting Peduncancies

at Work

Building Shop Stewards and
Shop Floor Organisation
Lunch

Unemployed work and the
future ot the Right Tc Work
Campaign

Hesisting the Cuts

Working in the Unions, the
Fractions, the Rank and
File Groups

Summary of indusirial
Discussion

Break

Womer's Perspeciives

SWP Conference 1980

002 00
200-% 00

3004 O

4 R

LTRSS

Building the Party
e Branohes
frairnng, t ate
FParty onthe grou
campiement e e

A LS8

Deanches and :
Socialist Worker Sales
Branches and Districts

Youth

Students

Summing up the Sessions
Lunch

Antt Race Work

Antt Nazi League

Party Finance

Commissions

Election of Leading Bodies
fredand

Lunch

Socialist Worker

The Mational Question
Crisis in Eastern Europe
Conterence Summing Up
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PROPOSED
STANDING
ORDERS

L The Chair of the session shall be
appointed by the Central Comprrtes

2 A the beginning of the opening “ession
the chair shall call tor the election of six
tellers who shall be elected delegates.

3. Theagenda and order of business will be
presented 2o Conference in its initial session.

4. All-proposals to alter the agenda or
order of business must he taken up, in the
“first mstance, with the Conference Ariange-
ment Committee, ‘Direct approaches 1o the
chair or motions from the floor will not be in
drder. Proposals may be made only by
elected delegates or the Central Committee.
The Conference Arrangements Committes
will report on such proposals, together with
s recommendations, al the carliest con-
venient-opportunity. Conference will decide,
by voie, whether to accept, reject, or refer
back the recommendation.

S, At the times specified in the agenda,
drafting commissions will be elected to draw
wut the sense of each discussion in the form
of 3 motion, In event of different points of
view emerging, two or more commissions
may be elected. A minimum support of five
deiegates shall be required to establish a
commission. :

€ Commission drafts will be put to the
vote i a subsequent session. In the event of
any delegate believing that 'a particular
commussion .. .os not adequately represent
the views of s supporters, the reference
back may be moved. Amendments may be
presented to the Conference Arangements
Commitiee which shall rule whether they be
pul s camendnents o & oa separate
COMIRDBEION MOLIoN

-

mations.  the Conference Arrangements
Commutter shall rule on the order in which
they be taken, and which fall in event of
athers being passed,

& Al those present at Conference may
speak. Speakers from the floor shall be
allowed five minutes.

9. Speakers may speak more than once
during a session at the chair's discretion
There shall be no automatic right of reply.

0. A delegate from every district or
branch which has submitted motions shall
have a right 1o be called in the relevant
session provided they potify the chair (by
slip) of their wish 10 do s0.

- are apparent. the chair shall take aceount of

ln the event of directly conflicting

11 Where differepces of view on an issue
the balance of debate when catling speakers

12, Voung will be taken by show of
delegate's card.

13, Election to leading bodes will be
decided by Conference. Delegates must voie
fora full committee in each case (whatever
number is deided by Conference:

14.  No point of order will be acrepted
from the floor unless it refers to a specific,
stated standing order (or orders). All other
complaints must in the first instance go to
the Conference Arrangements Comurittee.

15. A motion for the suspension of a
specific Standing Order or Standing Orders
may be taken and carried by a simpie
majority.

|
1
1
1
¢
€
¢
¢
i
é
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Resolutions to Conference

Full Yime/executive positions

A

1 No one should stand for any exe-
cutive/full time national or local
union position withou! the agree-
ment of the Central Committee.

2 Mo one should stand without fuli
discussion in the relevant fraction
{or district in the case of local full
time positions).

% Al candidates must produce
ction addresses "reseshouldbe
rawn up by the relevant fraction or
district committee and submitted o
the Central Committee for anproval

4 M afraction is elected, each frac-
bon must set up in consultation with
the Industrial Department a series of
regular meelings betwesn the elec-
ted member and other experwenced
members of the fraction

5 The decision to stand someons
for re-election needs to be discus-
sed and decided in the same way
each time the guestion comes up

Central Committee

éght to Work

Conference believes that the pros
pectof 210 3 million unemployedfor
the next 2to 3years makes it impera-
tive that work with the unemployed
s a central task for the SWpP

The unity of the empioyed and the
unemployed is essential to prevent
the demoralisation and isoiation of
the unemployed and to help build
resistance to further job losses
through redundancies and ‘natural
wastage’
1 Conference therefore calls upon
SWP Industrial fractions etc to cam-
paign in conjunctior. with the Right
to Wo n Campaign for individual
trade unions to retain unemployed
members in membership and to
engourage unemployed members to
attend existing trade union bran-
ches. On the one hand the presence
of unemployed wdrkers at union
meetings will strengthen the fight
against job losses—particularly
through the acceptance of voluntary

redundancie:. and natural wastage
And on the other the strength of
employed workers can assist the
unemployed to campaign againsgt
unemployment, obtain improve
menis in the level of state benefits
and fight for the Pight to Work

72 Toturther the orgamsation of the
unemployed the SWP should cam-
pagn thrugh TL Branches, Trades
Councils etc for the establishment of
unemployed workers' centres (with
finance for rents. telephone. dupli-
cator etc). These centres should be
organised and controlled by the
unemployed themselves with an
accent on  campaigning  activity
rather than just welfare rights work

South West London

C

Conterence believes that the RTWE
offers the best prospect for building
an influential united front against
the Tories. SWP comrades should
therefore buiid iocal RTW commit-
tees composed where possible of
union/stewards delegates and
unemployed.

We should seek to make the local
RTW committees a liaison commit-
tee of the focal Defenn Cur Unicns
Zommittee and the local
unemployed

Hammersmith and
Kensington

Workplaces
D

Conference reaftirms its view that
SWPs main emphasis is buiiding a
socialist orgarisation rooted in the
workplace. 1t considers that this
must remain our perspect ve despite
current Jifficulties.

it agrees:

® toorganise a meeting in the new
year of workplace branches to dis-
cuss common problems and issues.
* that members working where
there are workplace branches must
be members of that branch and sub-
ject to party discipline. Exceptions
can only take place with the agree-
ment of the workplace branch and
district commitiee.

+ Ds io assist mempers on pro-
ducing workpiace rank and fite and
SWP pulleting dealing with local
everyday 18sues and general potiti-
cal issues Sulleling to be noted in
the (B

NALGO Fraclion Execulive

Socialist Worker

E

This conference feels that Socianst
Worker needs to improve the cove-
rage  of the arguments aganst
IMport controls

We feel that the arguments too
often remain on an wdeological levei
and do not refate (¢ people's experi-
ence in the workplace., We feel that
the coverage could be improved by
including regular articles from peo-
ple in industries affected by import
controls, countering the arguments
hat are being raised i their work-
places and trade union:

South East Essex

F

This district is critical of the trequen:
seemingly arbitrary changes in the
editorship of Socialist Worker over
the year. This seems 1o have pro-
duced a weaker paper with 100 orten
repeated front page slogans against
the Tories.

We would like to see a much
harder more political line being put
forward by the paper with more
articles on such issues as import
controls,

Kent District

G

Conterence considers that ‘Socialist
Worker must be a paper written by
workers for workers. it belfeves
there is a tendency at the moment to
aim to produce a 'good’ paper pro-
duced by fulltimers. it feels that
there must be a major campaign in
the party to produce worker writers
for the paper by:

* day schools for SW writers in all
districts.

* meetings between members of
fraction commit

1
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¢ fulitimers shiould help persuade
workers 1o write articles on their dig-
putes rather than writing accounts
for them. '

s a quarterly accourt in the IB
analysing articles and authors in SW
to see if SW is developing along the
desired lines.

- NALGO Fraction Executive

internal Bulletin
H

This conference notes that despite
the undertaking at last year's confe-
rence a reguiar 1B has not appeared,
‘and requests the CC to ensure the
production of a regular six-weekly
internal bulletin, This should con-
tain fraction and area reports, com-
ments on the work of bodies such as
lrishy sub-committee, international
comittee etc as well as more geraal
contributions.

Responsibility should be given to
a particular member of the CC to
encourage contributions which
reflect the main activity of the party.

NALGO F,ractipn Executive

Race Work

Conference recognises the wholly
inadequate level of race work car-
ried 0t by the party over the last
year both amongst the black com-
munities and in combatting the
growth of racism amongst white
workers. Further it believes that this
was partly due to:

"1 The rejection of the SWP biack
caucus perspective for race work
last Conference. This not only
meant that many active black mem-
bers left the party butin addition that
the accepted conference policy for
the production of a regular Flame
paper ftor Asians and Afro-

- Caribeansg was not carried out.

2 Post ANL compiaagnoy‘igi the

tate of growinglascist organisation.

- This in turn" stemming  from .the

downgrading of all aspects of race
work and anti race work in favour of
an almost exclusive orientation on
‘industrial struggle.’ This, and the
subsequent downturn in the strug-
gle, left many members and geogra-
phical branches with no focus tor
activity. ‘

3 A resufting inability to take up
nationally campaigns that had pop-
ular support eg | Privacy b

P o ot 8 ooty i

LBrisltﬁr .............................

Though it is late in the day Confe-
rence welcomes the rejuvenation of
the ANL and stresses the impor-
1ance of building tocal groups once
again. Nevertheiess our race work
must encompass much more than
the ANL. Conference therefore
e80! 'es:

1 Te¢ re-establish Flame in its old
form as 2 means of building and
holding black cadre with its own per-
iphery. This to be achieved through
the perspective of turning the local
publications in South London and
Southall into 4 single national Flame
paper for Asians and Afro Cari-
beans. We recognise that this would
require the appointment of a natio-
nal black organiser to ensure, unlike
last year, that the perspective wouid
be carried out.

2 In order to achieve last year's
perspective, Socialist Worker
should carry a regular page devoted
1o black/anti racist issues.

3 That branches and fractions take
up as a matter of urgency the fight
against the Nationality Act and
immigration controls. Concretely in;
banning police presence in workpia-
ces, monitoring black workmates
who are vuinerable to harassment,
picketing police stations where
potential deportees are held. Rank
and File papers must once again
take up racist issues both inside and
outside their unions/industries

.South ‘ London

Youlin
J

This Aggregate expresses concern
over the lack of co-ordination of the
varous parts of the SWP and its pers-
phery, particularly with reference to
Youth Work.

Co-ordination of Anti-Nazi youth
work, the Right to Work Campalgn
apd Rebel seems to have virtually
ceased, and indeed HRebel itself
seems 1o have been virtually scrub-
bed in favour of NUSS. .

Whilst this may work when we
in a majority in NUSS, this majority
itself will cease to exist i we
abandon the separate orgarsation
of Rebel.

To this end, Aggregate proposes the
following:

1 Rebel

a} There should be aconference of
Rebel before the end of January
1981 to decide tactics/orieniation
and to elect a Steering Committes
{5-10y and an Editorial Board .7 Rec
Rebel (5-8).

by Red Rebel should be brought
out at least bi-monthly. If 'Revolu-
tion’ can manage a regular paper su
can we.

¢y Full branch ‘Back-Up by SWP
should be avaitable on request

2 Co-ordination .
aj} Rebel comrades should work
towards a conference of Youth

‘against the Nazis, involving other

left groups, NUSS, etc.

by Unemployed comrades and stu-

dents should give greater prionty to
work " linking Rebel, RTW, and
NUSS—on school gates etc Seliing
Red Rebel as a priority.

c} . Districts should organise RAR

‘gigs wherever possible, well stewar-

ded and using 2-Tone as a wedge
into Fascist support.

d}  DC's should elect one DC mem-
ber with Youth responsibilities.

e} R&F Teacher and Rebel Groups
should co-ordinate wherever pos-
sible and keep in touch through two
‘contacts’.

Central Londor: Civil
Servants
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K

This District Aggregate exprosse
concern at the nature of somerecen:
SW headlines and de nands

I that SW be double-fronted (e
nas headlines and logos both front
and back] ‘

2 that f there it a highly specitic
headline on one side, there shouid
aways be a general one on the other

o —
L

Amendment to Draft Policy
on Standing Candidates for
Full-time Union Positions,

Foint 1

Far local full-time elections candi-
dates should be approved by the
fraction executive alc e

Section 3.

Al members should put in their slec-
tton addresses that they are mem-
bers of the SWP.

Central London Civil
Servants

¢

Secret Ballots

This district is disturbed at nearing
that a CC member had proposed
that a secret ballot be hald at the
Gardners occupation by the strike
committee. We wish to express our
opposition to any secret baliots, an
opposition which, we thought, was
party policy We feel this is espe-
cially import=nt in view of the fight
against the Employment Agt. We
consider it very bad that any CC
member could propose such a
move, which could be so damaging
to the party's credibility, and
propose a full explanation be given
of the CC position on all aspects of
secret ballots.

Kent
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