
UNITED NATIONS   NATIONS UNIES 
 

29 Apr i l  2015 

Chair ’s  Summary of  the informal  meet ing of  the Burundi  Speci f ic  
Conf igurat ion of  the PBC, New York,  29 Apr i l  2014 

The PBC Burundi  Conf igurat ion met today to hear an update on developments in 
Burundi  s ince the ru l ing party ’s  decis ion on Saturday,  25 Apr i l ,  to  nominate the 
incumbent President,  P ierre Nkurunziza,  as i ts  candidate for  the president ia l  
e lect ions of  June 2015,  and to d iscuss the most appropr iate means to support  a 
peacefu l  and credib le e lectora l  process and prevent fur ther escalation.  Burundi ’s 
Min ister  of  In ter ior,  Mr.  Edouard Nduwimana,  as well  as Mr.  Sam Ibok, Director 
Afr ica I ,  UN Department of  Pol i t ica l  Affa i rs br iefed the Conf igurat ion on the 
s i tuat ion on the ground.  Ambassador Albert  Shingiro,  Permanent Representat ive of 
Burundi  to the United Nat ions,  addressed the Conf igurat ion as wel l .  The delegates 
of  Canada, Kenya,  the Uni ted Kingdom, the European Union and OIF made 
statements.     

The Chair  took note of  the CNDD-FDD’s decis ion to nominate President 
Nkurunziza as their  candidate for  president ia l  e lect ions,  which has proven to be 
d iv is ive.  He voiced ser ious concerns regarding v io lent developments that  have 
been tak ing p lace in  Bujumbura s ince the announcement of  the candidature on 25 
Apr i l  2015.  In  part icu lar,  the Chair  expressed h is deep sympathies for  the fami l ies 
of  the v ic t ims.  He made a strong cal l  to  the col lect ive responsib i l i ty  of  a l l  part ies 
to keep their  ca lm and not to  resort  to  v io lence in any s i tuat ion,  in  conformity  wi th 
nat ional  and in ternat ional  obl igat ions. 

The Chair  recal led the Government of Burundi ’s  commitment ensure the secur i ty  of 
a l l  i ts  c i t izens and to guarantee f ree,  t ransparent,  credib le,  inc lusive and peacefu l 
e lect ions,  in  l ine wi th the jo int  communiqué adopted at  the Roundtable meet ing in 
December 2014.  He also urged a l l  po l i t ica l  part ies to part ic ipate in  the upcoming 
e lect ions in  order to shape Burundi ’s  fu ture peacefu l ly  and through pol i t ica l  
means.  He understood that the controversy over the legal i ty  of  another president ia l 
mandate would be brought to  the Const i tu t ional  Court ,  and he appealed to a l l  s ides 
to respect the verd ic t .  The Chair  fur ther under l ined that a l l  publ ic  f reedoms, 
inc luding the f reedoms of  expression,  associat ion and assembly must be upheld at 
a l l  t imes and urged the author i t ies to invest igate a l l  human r ights abuses,  inc luding 
a l leged arb i t rary arrests immediate ly  and in an impart ia l  manner to ensure that 
those responsib le are held accountable.   

The Chair  urged a l l  part ies to restra in f rom using in f lammatory language or hate 
speech and to re-establ ish pol i t ica l  d ia logue among al l  actors immediate ly.  He 
fur ther stressed the importance to adopt conf idence-bui ld ing measures to ease 
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tensions and safeguard the hard won peace and democrat ic  stabi l i ty,  as anchored in 
the Arusha Peace agreement. 

The Chair  welcomed and encouraged cont inued h igh- level  in ternat ional 
engagement in Burundi ,  part icu lar ly  by the UN through MENUB, the UNCT and 
the on-going engagement led by the Specia l  Envoy for  the Great Lakes Region,  Mr. 
Said Dj inni t ,  a t  the request of  the Secretary-General ,  as wel l  as the work being 
undertaken by the Afr ican Union,  inc luding the meeting of  i ts  Peace and Secur i ty 
Counci l  on 28 Apr i l  that  adopted a decis ion on the developments in  Burundi .  He 
fur ther commended the effor ts of  Burundi ’s  neighbours,  main ly  Rwanda,  to 
accommodate refugees coming f rom Burundi  and expressed concern about their  
h igh numbers. 

The PBC Burundi Conf igurat ion wi l l  cont inue to fo l low the s i tuat ion c losely  and 
stands ready to support  Burundi  and i ts  people at  th is cr i t ica l  juncture of  i ts 
journey towards susta inable peace and development. 

--------- 


