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    21 December  2010

To : Members  o f  the  PBC – Burund i  C onf igura t ion          

 

I n f o r m a l  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  C o u n t r y  S p e c i f i c  C o n f i g u r a t i o n  
o f  t h e  P B C  o n  B u r u n d i ,  N e w  Y o r k  2 1  D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 0  

C h a i r ’ s  S u m m a r y 

 

On  M o n d a y,  20 Dece mber  2010 ,  f rom 10 :00  am  to  11:15 a . m,  i n  
Confe rence  Room 2 of  the  Temporary  Nor th  Lawn Bui ld ing ,  an  in formal  
mee t ing  o f  the  Count ry - Spec i f i c  Conf igura t ion  on  Burund i  o f  the  
Peacebu i ld ing  Commiss ion  (PBC Burund i  Conf igu ra t ion )  t ook  p l ace  unde r  
t he  cha i rmansh ip  o f  H .E .  Ambassado r  Pau l  Sege r ,  Ch a i r o f  t he  Burund i  
Conf igura t ion .  The  government  o f  Burund i  was  r ep re sen t ed  by  Ambassado r  
Zacha r i e  Gahu tu ,  Pe rmanen t  Represen ta t ive  o f  Burund i  t o  t he  Un i t ed  
Na t ions  in  New York .  I n  add i t i on  t o  member s  o f  t he  Conf igu ra t i on ,  t h e  
Depar tment  o f  Po l i t i ca l  Af fa i r s  and  the  Peacebui ld ing  Suppor t  Off ice  w e r e  
a l so  in  a t t endance.   

 

The  pu rpose  o f  t he  mee t ing  was  to  upda te  on  t h e  l a t es t  d e v e l o p m e n t s  i n  
Burundi ,  t h e  Secur i ty  Counc i l  r e so lu t ion  1959  (2010)  e s t ab l i sh ing  the  
Uni t ed  Na t ions  Of f i ce  in  Burund i  (BNUB)  and  pre para t ions  fo r  the  PBC 
v is i t  to  Burundi  in  e a r l y February  2011 .   

 

In  h i s  in t roduc to ry  remarks ,  the  Cha i r  thanked  the  U ni t ed  S ta te s,  c u r r e n t  
P r e s i d e n t  o f  Secur i ty  C o u n c i l  a n d  F r a n c e  f o r  t h e i r  l ead  ro l e  in  d ra f t ing  the  
reso lu t ion  1959  and  c l ea r ly  a r t i cu l a t i ng  t he  ro l e  o f  t he  PBC go ing  fo rwa rd .  
He  re fe r red  to  h i s  r ecen t  d i scuss ion  wi th  the  Min i s t e r  o f  Ex te rna l  
Re la t ions  and  In t e rna t iona l  Coopera t ion ,  Mr .  Augus t in  N s a n z e ,  w h o  
reaf f i rmed  tha t  the  work  of  the  PBC should  cont inue ,  t ak ing  in to  accoun t  
the  rea l i t ies  on the  ground and the  new UN manda te .  The  Cha i r  
underscored  tha t  2011  would  u s h e r  a  new e ra  in  the  Burund i  –  P B C  
engagemen t ,  focused  on  soc io - economic  deve lopmen t  coup l ed  w i th  t he  
conso l ida t ion  o f  the  po l i t i ca l  and  ins t i tu t iona l  work .  
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Ambassador  Zacha r i e  Gahu tu  upda ted  on  the  l a t e s t  deve lopment s  a n d  
in i t ia t ive s r e l evan t  to  peacebu i ld ing  tha t  have  made  s ign i f i can t  p rogress  
unde r  t he  l ead  o f  t he  Governmen t .  These  inc luded  1 )  a  b i l l  s e t t i ng  up  the  
of f ice  of  the  O m b u d s m a n and  i t s  i naugura t ion  o n  2 3  N o v e m b e r ;  2 )  Burund i  
p re s idency  o f  Eas t  Af r i can  Communi ty  (EAC) ;  t he  P res iden t  P ie r re  
Nkurunz iza  of Burundi  took  over  the  EAC pres idency  f rom Pres iden t  
J akaya  Kikwe te  a t  t he  12 th  Ord ina ry  Summi t  o f  Heads  o f  S t a t e  o f  t he  EAC  
in  ear ly  December ; 3 )  the  r epo r t  on  t he  na t iona l  consu l t a t ions  on  the  
e s t ab l i shmen t  o f  t r ans i t i ona l  j u s t i ce  mechan i sms  was  submi t t ed  to  
P res iden t  Nkurunz iza  on  7  December  and  even t s  i n  suppor t  o f  i t s  
d i s semina t ion  a re  p l anned  in  Gi t ega ,  Bu jumbura  ma i r i e ,  Ngoz i  and  Burur i ; .  
4) a  se r i e s  o f  workshop  a nd  awareness  campa ign  on  the  f i gh t  aga in s t  
co r rup t i on was  o rgan ized  be tween  13  and  18  December  and ;  5 )  a  l a w  o n  
the  e s t ab l i shment  o f  the  Na t iona l  Independen t  Human  Righ t s  Commiss ion  
was  a d o p t e d by the  Na t iona l  Assembly  on 14 De c e m b e r.  Ambassado r  
Gahutu  a l s o we lcomed  the  appo in tmen t  of Ms . K a r i n  L a n d g r e n  a s  t he  
Spec ia l  Represen ta t ive  o f  the  Secre ta ry - Genera l  in  Burund i .   

 

In  h i s  b r ie f ing ,  the  D PA de lega te  h igh l igh ted  the  broad  a reas  o f  reso lu t ion  
1959  (2010) ,  i nc lud ing  the  manda te  o f  BNUB.  He  underscored  the  w o r k  
unde r  way  to  ensu re  a  smoo th  t r ans i t i on  f rom BINUB to  BNUB,  inc lud ing  
spec i f i c  suppor t  to  both  n a t i o n a l and  in t e rna t iona l  s ta f f.  

  

In  response to  DPA br ief ing,  the  UK Delegate ,  echoed by the  Chair ,  
s t ressed  the  need  to  speed  up  the  recru tment  in  BNUB ,  in  par t icular  t h e  
Deputy  Spec ia l  Represen ta t ive  o f  the  Secre ta ry –G e n e r a l,  who wi l l  have  a  
key  ro l e  g iven  he r /h i s  mu l t ip l e  func t ions  o f   Res iden t  Coord ina to r ,   
Human i t a r i an  Coord ina to r  and  UNDP Res iden t  Represen ta t ive .  DPA 
de l ega t e  i n fo rmed  member s  t ha t  the  t e rms  of  re fe rence  fo r  th i s  pos t  had  
been  f ina l i sed  and  the  pos i t ion  adve r t i s ed .  He  i n f o r m e d tha t  th e  
r ec ru temen t  process  wi l l  be  handled  by  UNDP and  UNDG wi th  the  suppor t  
o f  DPA . 

 

Next  S teps :  The  cha i r  s t a t ed  tha t  Secur i ty  Counc i l  Reso lu t ion  1959  c lea r ly  
a r t icu la tes  the  ro le  of  the  PBC in  2011 .  I t  “ reques t s”  the  PBC to  ass i s t  the  
Governmen t  o f  Burund i  in  “ l ay ing  the  founda t ions  fo r  sus t a inab le  peace  



U N I T E D  N A T I O N S    NATIONS UNIES  
 

 

 3 

and  secur i ty ,  r e in teg ra t ion  and  long - t e rm deve lopmen t ,  i nc lud ing  ensu r ing  
that  progress  is  made in  the  im plementa t ion  of  ru le  of  law and tha t  
peacebu i ld ing  ob jec t ives  a re  fu l ly  t aken  in to  accoun t  in  the  fu tu re  s t r a t eg ic  
p lann ing  p rocesses ,  in  pa r t i cu la r  the  PRSP” .  The  PBC i s  pa r t i cu la r ly  
encouraged  to  bo l s t e r  suppor t  t o  the  sus t a inab le  r e in t eg ra t ion  o f  vu lne r a b l e  
g roups .   

In  o rde r  to  pursue  these  t a sks ,  the  Cha i r  has  p roposed  to  the  government  o f  
Burund i  a  v i s i t  o f  t he  PBC in  the  f i r s t  week  o f  Februa ry  2011 ,  w i th  the  
in ten t ion  to  fu r the r  r e f ine  the  fu tu re  ro le  o f  the  PBC in  the  con tex t  o f  the  
5 th  rev iew of  the  S t ra teg ic  Framework  fo r  Peacebu i ld ing  in  Burund i .   
Fo l lowing  conf i rma t ion  by  the  gove rnmen t  o f  Burund i ,  t he  da t e s  and  the  
fo rmat  o f  the  v i s i t  wi l l  be  announced  to  members  o f  the  Conf igura t ion .   
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