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    28  Sep tember  2010

To : Members  o f  the  PBC – Burund i  C onf igura t ion          

 

W o r k i n g  L u n c h  -  P e a c e b u i l d i n g  C o m m i s s i o n ,  B u r u n d i  C o n f i g u r a t i o n  

C o- hos ted  by  Ambassador  Paul  Seger ,  Chair  o f  the  PBC - Burundi  
Con f igura t ion  and  Ambassador  Zachar i e  Gahu tu ,  PR  o f  Burund i  in  New 

York 

24  Sep tember  2010 ,  Res tauran t  DeGrez ia ,  New York  

 

Pu rpose  o f  t he  lunch :  Fo r  t he  Governmen t  o f  Burund i  t o  pu r sue  i t s  
engagemen t  wi th  the  Peacebu i ld ing  Commiss ion ,  w i th  a  pa r t i cu la r  focus  on  
the  pos t  e l ec to ra l  oppor tun i t i e s  and  cha l l eng es  and  the  long - t e r m  
engagement  o f  the  PBC wi th  Burund i .  

 

The  a t t endance  was  exce l l en t  and  a t  h igh  l eve l  ( abou t  40  pa r t i c ipan t s ) .  

 

I n  h i s  open ing  r emarks ,  t he  Cha i r  o f  t he  Coun t ry  Conf igu ra t ion  
unde r sco red  the  peacebu i ld ing  p rog res s  ach ieved  by  Burund i ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  
2010  e l ec t i ons  t ha t  wen t  we l l .  He  sugges t ed  two  avenues  fo r  t he  PBC 
fu tu re  engagemen t  w i th  Burund i :  1 )  Suppor t ing  economic  and  soc i a l  
p rogres s  and  2 )  S t r eng then ing  ins t i t u t ions .  He  wen t  on  to  say  tha t  t he  two  
avenues  were  in te r - re la ted .  There  c ou ld  be ,  f rom h i s  pe r spec t ive ,  no  
l a s t ing  s t ab i l i t y  wi thou t  economic  and  soc ia l  deve lopment .  On  the  o the r  
hand ,  su s t a inab l e  economic  p rog re s s  r equ i r ed  a  s t ab l e  democra t i c  and  ru l e -
based  f r amework .  

The  PBC shou ld  thus  he lp  a t t r ac t ing  inves tmen t  and  a t  t he  s a m e  t i m e  a s s i s t  
Burund i  i n  bu i ld ing  an  in s t i t u t iona l  and  l ega l  env i ronmen t  conduc ive  to  
inves tmen t .    

 

Burund i  Min i s te r  o f  Ex te rna l  Re la t ions  and  In te rna t iona l  Coopera t ion ,  
Augus t in  Nsanze  took  the  f loo r  to  sha re  the  l a t e s t  deve lopment s  in  
Burund i .  He  desc r ibed  the  long  e l ec to ra l  p rocess  and  the  key  ou tcomes ,  
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desp i t e  con te s t a t i ons  o f  ce r t a in  po l i t i c a l  pa r t i e s .  Among  key  ou tcomes ,  t he  
p res iden t  was  sworn  in  and  the  new governmen t  was  fo rmed  end  Augus t -
beg inn ing  Sep tember  2010 .  He  acknowledged  the  ro le  p layed  by  the  
in te rna t iona l  communi ty ,  in  par t i cu la r  the  Eas t  Af r ican  Communi ty  tha t  
s en t  a  de lega t ion  o f  fo re ign  min i s t e r s  in  an  e f fo r t  t o  b r ing  back  in to  the  
e lec to ra l  p rocess  po l i t i ca l  pa r t i e s  tha t  have  dec ided  to  boyco t t  the  
e l ec t i ons  a f t e r  t he  communa l  i n  J une .   

 

The  Min i s t e r  no ted  tha t  one  o f  the  cha l l enges  fo r  the  government  was  to  
de f ine  a  ro le  fo r  oppos i t ion  po l i t i ca l  pa r t i e s  tha t  have  dec ided  to  o rgan ize  
t hemse lves  i n to  a  coa l i t i on  wh ich  was  neve r  l ega l l y  e s t ab l i shed . .  
Ind iv idua l ly  mos t  o f  these  po l i t i c a l  pa r t i e s  d id  no t  r each  the  necessa ry  
number  o f  vo t e s  t o  be  i n t eg ra t ed  in  t he  gove rnmen t  a l t hough  they  have  
been  ab le  to  advance  the i r  v i ews  t ak ing  advan tage  o f  the  f r eedom of  
speech  and  us ing  the  numerous  Media  opera t ing  in  Bujumbura .   He  fu r the r  
s ta ted  tha t  the  cu r ren t  v io lence  i s  more  the  r e su l t s  o f  band i t ry  and  no t  a  
s ign  o f  an  o rgan ized  a rmed  rebe l l ion .   

 

On  the  UN p re sence  i n  Burund i ,  Min i s t e r  Nsanze  r eca l l ed  t ha t  t he  cu r r en t  
manda t e  o f  BINUB ends  on  31  December  2010 .  D i scus s ions  have  s t a r t ed  
on  the  c o n t e n t  a n d  t h e  f o r m a t  o f  t h e  U N  – Burund i  co l l abo ra t ion ,  
espec ia l ly  how the  UN wi l l  suppor t  soc io - economic  deve lopment  e f fo r t s  in  
Burund i .  These  d i scuss ions  a re  u rgen t  pa r t i cu la r ly  in  v i ew o f  the  Sec re t a ry  
Gene ra l  Repor t  due  in  November  and  the  Secu r i t y  C ounc i l  Reso lu t ion  due  
in  December .  

The  Min i s t e r  conc luded  by  inv i t i ng  a l l  f r i ends  o f  Burund i  t o  p rov ide  
suppor t  t o  the  coun t ry  fo r  t he  nex t  s t eps ,  pa r t i cu la r ly  those  who  had  been  
wa i t ing  fo r  the  e lec t ions  to  be  comple ted .   

 

The  Execu t ive  Represen ta t ive  o f  the  Sec re t a ry  Genera l ,  Char l e s  Pe t r i e ,  
t ook  the  f l oo r  t o  con f i rm  some  o f  t he  f ru s t r a t i ons  sha red  by  the  
in te rna t iona l  communi ty  rega rd ing  the  wi thdrawal  o f  a  number  o f  po l i t i ca l  
pa r t i e s  f rom the  e l ec to ra l  p rocess .  He  neve r the l e s s  r ecogn ized  tha t  t he  
c o n t e xt  in  Burundi  had  evolved  in  a  pos i t ive  d i rec t ion :  the  t ens ions  were  
po l i t i ca l  and  no t  v io len t ,  which  showed  tha t  the  vu lnerab i l i ty  o f  the  
popu la t ion  to  po ten t i a l  man ipu la t ion  inc lud ing  invo lvemen t  w i th  v io l en t  
ac t s  had  decreased .   
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T h e  E R S G  s u g g e s t e d  a  3- 5 yea r  s t r a t egy  o f  accompan imen t  by  t he  UN and  
the  In te rna t iona l  Communi ty .  Cha l lenges  to  be  focused  on  inc lude  peace  
conso l ida t ion ;   peace  d iv idends  and  l i ve l ihoods ;   r econc i l i a t i on  th rough  
t r ans i t i ona l  j u s t i ce  and  economic  r ecove ry ,  pa r t i cu l a r ly  in  t he  co n tex t  o f  
upcoming  commemora t ions  o f  the  v io len t  e rup t ions  o f  1972  and  1993 . .The  
ERSG reca l l ed  tha t  v io len t  dynamics  s t i l l  ex i s t  in  the  Grea t  Lakes  reg ion  
and  tha t  a  sus t a ined  a t t en t ion  was  r equ i r ed .   

 

The  fo l lowing  members  took  the  f loor :  Kenya ,  Germany,  S w e d e n  a n d  
Aus t r a l i a . 

 

The  Fore ign  Min i s t e r  o f  Kenya  unde r sco red  the  good  b i l a t e ra l  r e l a t ions  
be tween  Kenya  and  Burundi  and  the  p rospec t s  o f  the  reg ion  in  the  con tex t  
of  the  Eas t  Afr ican  Communi ty .  He  reca l led  the  ro le  p layed  by  the  EAC in  
the  contex t  o f  th e  2010  e lec t ions ,  inc lud ing  the  t r ip  o f  Fore ign  Min i s te r s  
i n  Ju ly  i n  an  e f fo r t  t o  s a f egua rd  t he  e l ec to ra l  p roces s  i n  Burund i .  He  
encouraged  the  UN and  the  In te rna t iona l  Communi ty  to  suppor t  Burund i  
and  to  no  longe r  look  a t  Af r i ca  a s  a  p rob lem bu t  r a the r  a s  an  oppor tun i ty  
o r  a  pa r tne r  fo r  human  deve lopment .   

 

The  represen ta t ive  o f  Germany  announced  an  inc rease  o f  5  mi l l ion  EUR to  
t he  Peacebu i ld ing  Fund .  He  inqu i r ed  wha t  t he  fu tu re  ro l e  o f  t he  PBC cou ld  
be ,  wha t  was  needed  to  ra i se  i t s  p ro f i l e  in  Burund i  and  how the  
Government  o f  Burund i  in t ended  to  r each  ou t  wi th  oppos i t ion  pa r t i e s .  

 

Aus t ra l i a  ment ioned  i t s  f inanc ia l  con t r ibu t ion  to  the  e lec to ra l  p rocess ,  
congra tu l a t ed  Burund i  on  i t s  succes s fu l  e l ec t ions  and  sugges t ed  to  l ook  
in to  oppor tun i t i es  o f  fu r ther  inv es t ing  in  the  min ing  sec to r  in  Burund i .    

 

In  r eac t ion  to  s t a t emen t s  made  and  ques t ions  r a i sed ,  Min i s t e r  Nsanze  f i r s t  
t hanked  Aus t r a l i a  fo r  i t s  con t r ibu t ion .  He  then  r ea f f i rmed  tha t  t he  door  
would  remain  open  fo r  anyone  wi l l ing  to  con t r ibu te  to  the  advance ment  o f  
democracy  in  Burundi .   He  dec la red  tha t  the  oppos i t ion  par t i e s  were  
we lcome to  jo in  na t iona l  ins t i tu t ions .  The  Min i s t e r  s t a t ed  tha t  peace  
conso l ida t ion  i s  a  p r io r i ty  in  Burund i  and  tha t  the re  a re  h igh  expec ta t ions  
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fo r  the  con t inua t ion  o f  suppor t  o f  the  PBC.  De ta i l s  on  the  PBC’s  ro le  wi l l  
be  d i scussed  in  the  con tex t  o f  the  fu tu re  conf igura t ion  o f  the  UN in  
Burund i .   

 

The  Min i s t e r  we lcomed  Aus t r a l i a  t o  exp lo re  i nves tmen t  poss ib i l i t i e s  i n  
Burundi .  The  Economic  Advise r  to  the  Pres iden t ,  Mr  Tuyaga ,  h igh l i g h t e d  
the  commi tmen t  o f  the  government  o f  Burund i  to  comba t  co r rup t ion  and  
t ack le  the  i s sues  o f  good  governance  and  t ransparency .  He  welcomed  
fore ign  inves tement  and  no ted  the  recen t  adopt ion  of  a  new law on  fore ign  
inves temen  and  o the r  ins t i tu t iona l  r e fo r m s. 

 

In  h i s  conc lud ing  remarks ,  the  Chai r  re i t e ra ted  the  impor tance  of  a  
sus ta ined  po l i t i ca l  d ia logue  be tween  the  government  and  the  oppos i t ion  
wh ich  had  been  men t ioned  by  seve ra l  speake r s .  Such  d i a logue  wou ld  no t  
necessa r i ly  have  to  be  ins t i tu t iona l i zed  bu t  never the less  r equ i red  some  
k ind  o f  a  f r amework ,  In  c lo s ing ,  he  o f f e red  Burund i  t he  suppor t  o f  t he  
PBC in  marsha l l ing  re sources  and  ass i s t ing  the  coun t ry  in  c rea t ing  the  
cond i t i ons  fo r  p re sen t ing  i t s e l f  a s  an  a t t r ac t ing  p l ace  fo r  fo re ign  
inves tmen t .   
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