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    16 June  2010

To : Members  o f  the  PBC – Burund i  C onf igura t ion          

 

I n f o r m a l  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  C o u n t r y  S p e c i f i c  C o n f i g u r a t i o n  o f  t h e  
P B C  o n  B u r u n d i  

N e w  Y o r k ,  0 9  J u n e  2 0 1 0 ,  0 1 . 15 - 0 3 . 00  –  P e r m a n e n t  M i s s i o n  o f  
S w i t z e r l a n d  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  

C h a i r ’ s  s u m m a r y  

 

On Wednesday ,  09 June  2010 ,  an  in formal  lunch  mee t ing  o f  the  Count ry  
Spec i f i c  Conf igura t ion  o f  the  PBC on  Burundi  was  hos ted  and  cha i red  by  
H.E.  Mr .  Pau l  Sege r, new Ambassador  o f  Swi t ze r l and  to  the  Un i t ed  Na t ions  
and  new Chai rperson  of  the  PBC Count ry - Spec i f i c  Conf igu ra t ion  o f  
Burund i .  The  pu rpose  o f  t he  mee t ing  was  fo r  t he  new Cha i r  t o  in t roduce  
h imse l f  and  to  exchange  v i ews  w i th  member s  on  the  s i tua t ion  in  Burundi  
and  the  nex t  s t eps  o f  the  Count ry  Spec i f i c  Conf igura t ion  o f  the  
Peacebu i ld ing  Commiss ion.  

Af te r  h i s  in t roduc t ion ,  the  Cha i r  gave  the  f loo r  to  the  r ep resen ta t ive  o f  
Burund i  who  gave  an  upda te  on  the  e l ec t ions .  Th i s  upda te  was  
complemented  by  the  r ep resen ta t ive  o f  the  Sec re ta r i a t ,  Depar tmen t  o f  
Po l i t i ca l  Af fa i r s .  Both  represen ta t ives  h igh l ig h ted  the  fo l lowing  f ac t s  w i th  
regards  to  the  e lec t ions : 

The Communa l  E lec t ions  were  in i t i a l ly  schedu led  on  21  May  and  in  the  end  
they  took  p lace  on  24  May .  The  s l igh t  pos tponement  was  due  to  d i f f i cu l t i e s  
w i th  the  de l ive ry  o f  e l ec to ra l  ma te r i a l s .  The  vo te r  tu rnou t  was  ve ry  h igh  
and  the re  were  no  ma jo r  s ecu r i t y  i nc iden t s  r epo r t ed.  La te  on  25  May  some  
oppos i t ion  pa r t i e s  i s sued  a  dec la ra t ion  ques t ion ing  the  fa i rness  o f  the  po l l .    

On 26  May,  the  Min is te r  o f  In te r io r  expressed  h i s  sa t i s fac t ion  wi th  the  
conduc t  o f  the  communa l  e l ec t ions  and  congra tu l a t ed  the  Independen t  
Na t iona l  E l ec to r a l  Commiss ion  (CENI ) ,  t he  s ecu r i t y  fo r ce s ,  a s  we l l  a s  t he  
popu la t ion  on  the i r  pos i t i ve  pa r t i c ipa t ion  in  t he  po l l .   He  encouraged  a l l  
po l i t i ca l  pa r t i e s  t o  fo l low es t ab l i shed  l ega l  p r ocedure s  fo r  any  e l ec to ra l  
d i spu tes  tha t  migh t  a r i se .   Dur ing  a  mee t ing  wi th  p rov inc ia l  governors  and  
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communa l  admin i s t r a to r s  on  28  May ,  P res iden t  Nkurunz iza  congra tu la t ed  
the  admin is t ra t ive  o f f ic ia l s  on  the i r  e f fo r t s  in  c r ea t i ng  an  a tmosphe re  
conduc ive  fo r  the  e lec t ions .   For  the i r  pa r t ,  t he  governors  ind ica ted  tha t  the  
e lec t ions  had  been  genera l ly  we l l  conduc ted  desp i t e  a  f ew log i s t i ca l  
p rob lems .  

On  28  May ,  the  CENI  announced  the  p rov i s iona l  c o m m u n a l  e l ec t i on  
r e su l t s :  CNDD- FDD 64 .03%;  FNL 14 .15%;  UPRONA 6 . 2 5 % ;  F R O D E B U  
5 .43%;  MSD 3 .75%;  UPD 2 .21% ;  the  o ther  par t i es  shar ing  less  than  4% of  
the  votes  cas t .  The  same day ,  13  par t i e s  he ld  a  p ress  confe rence  dur ing  
which  they  re j ec ted  the  communa l  e l ec t ions  r e su l t s ,  a l l eg ing  f r aud  and  
i r regu la r i t i e s ,  and  ca l l ing  fo r  the  rep lacement  o f  the  CENI .   

The  loca l  consor t ium fo r  the  moni to r ing  o f  e l ec t ions ,  COSOME,  and  the  
European  Un ion  E lec to ra l  Obse rve r  Mis s ion  s t a t ed  on  May 27  t h a t  t h e  
p rocess  had ,  overa l l  and  desp i t e  some  p rob lems  in  some  a reas ,  t aken  p lace  
in  “peace  and  se ren i ty”  and  in  acco rd  wi th  in t e rna t iona l  no rms .  I n  a  
communiqué i ssued on 29 May,  the  Execu t ive  Sec re ta r i a t  o f  the  
In t e rna t iona l  Confe rence  on  the  Grea t  Lakes  Reg ion ,  ICGLR dec l a red  tha t  
the  communa l  e l ec t ions  had  been  peace fu l  and  t r anspa ren t ,  desp i te  some  
i r r egu la r i t i e s . 

On  1  June ,  f ive  ou t  o f  the  seven  pres iden t ia l  cand ida tes  pu l led  ou t  o f  the  
p re s iden t i a l  po l l s .  These  cand ida t e s  announced  to  t he  p re s s  t ha t  t he  g roup  
of  th i r t een  po l i t i ca l  pa r t i e s  cha l l eng ing  the  communal  e lec t ion  r e su l t s  
would  boyc o t t  the  remain ing  e lec t ions .  On  3  June ,  the  g roup  o f  13  pa r t i e s  
con tes t ing  the  communal  e lec t ion  resu l t s  and  ca l l ing  i t se l f  “ Democra t i c  
A l l i ance  fo r  Change  in  Burund i  (ADC) ”,  wro t e  a  l e t t e r  add re s sed  t o  
P res iden t  Nkurunz iza ,  r eques t ing  h im to  d i s so lve  the  CENI .  On  the  s ame  
day ,  i n t e rna t iona l  pa r tne r s  i n  Burund i  i s sued  a  j o in t  dec l a ra t ion  obse rv ing  
tha t  the  e l ec t ions  were  genera l ly  we l l  conduc ted ,  encourag ing  oppos i t ion  
pa r t i e s  t o  engage  in  a  d i a logue  wi th  t he  CENI  and  to  r e tu rn  t o  t he  e l ec to ra l  
p rocess ,  u rg ing  the  Government  to  speed  up  inves t iga t ions  in to  a l l eged  
inc idents  o f  e lec t ions - re la ted  v io lence ,  and  to  p rosecu te  those  respons ib le .   

Whi le  none  of  the  13  par t ies  has  changed  pos i t ion  to  da te ,  the d i spu te  
r ema ins  mos t ly  conf ined  to  the  po l i t i ca l  r ea lm.   A l l po l i t i ca l  pa r t i e s  
con t inue  to  a s se r t  t he i r  re fusa l  o f  v io lence .   

The  Chai r  sugges ted  tha t  the  PBC ’s ro le  in  the  e lec t ion  process  is  to  
encourage  a l l  s t akeho lde r s  to  con t inue  on  t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  t r a c k,  t o  ma in t a in  
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d ia logue  and  to  u se  ava i l ab l e  l e g a l  m e a ns in  a d d r e s s ing  e lec t ion - r e l a t e d  
d i spu tes .  

Aus t ra l i a ,  Chi le ,  Egypt ,  Kenya ,  South  Afr ica ,  Uganda ,  the  Uni ted  Sta tes  of  
Amer ica  and  FAO took  the  f loor .  They  a l l  a s su red  Ambassador  Pau l  Sege r  
o f  t he i r  fu l l  suppor t  and  coope ra t ion .  They  exp re s sed  s a t i s f ac t i on  w i t h  t h e  
conduc t  o f  t he  communa l  e l ec t ions  and  conce rns  abou t  the  wi thd rawa l  o f  
the  po l i t i ca l  pa r t i es  f rom the  p res iden t i a l  e l ec t ion .  They  s t r e s sed  t he  
impor t ance  o f  d i a logue  and  inc lus ive  approach .  They  ind ica t ed  commi tmen t  
for  and  suppor t  of  a  PBC respo nse  to  the  s i tua t ion  in  coord ina t ion  wi th  the  
ac t ions  of  o the r  key  ac to r s  i nc lud ing  the  Sec re t a ry  Genera l  (who  was  
v i s i t ing  Burund i  dur ing  the  t ime  o f  the  PBC mee t ing) ,  t he  r eg iona l  
mechan i sms  and  the  Secur i ty  Counc i l .  

The Cha i r  sugges ted  to  soon convene  a  mee t ing  of  the  PBC Burundi  
Conf igura t ion .  He  in formed  members  tha t  he  w a s  d i scuss ing  wi th  the  
Government  o f  Burundi  the  t iming  and  the  fo rma t  o f  such  a  mee t ing .  The  
C hai r  a l s o  e n v i s a g e s  a  v i s i t  t o  Bu jumbura  in  ea r ly  Ju ly .  The  purpose  of  
bo th  the  PBC meet i ng  and the  v is i t  i s  to  suppor t  the  democra t ic  process  
and  to  fos te r  d ia logue  among  a l l  po l i t i ca l  ac to r s .   

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 


