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    14 M a y 20 10

To : Members  o f  the  PBC – Burund i  C onf igura t ion          

 

I n f o r m a l  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  C o u n t r y  S p e c i f i c  C o n f i g u r a t i o n  o f  t h e  
P B C  o n  B u r u n d i  

N e w  Y o r k ,  1 1  M a y  2 0 1 0 ,  1 0 . 15 - 1 2 . 00  –  C o n f e r e n c e  R o o m  3  N L B  

C h a i r ’ s  s u m m a r y  

 

On  T u e s d a y,  11 M a y 20 1 0,  an in fo rma l  mee t ing  o f  the  Coun t ry  Spec i f i c  
Conf igu ra t i on  o f  t he  PBC on  Burund i  was  cha i r ed  by  H .E .  Mr .  Pe te r  
Maure r ,  Cha i rpe r son  o f  the  PBC Coun t ry - Spec i f i c  Conf igu ra t i on  o f  
Burund i .  The  purpose  o f  t he  mee t ing  was  t o  have  a  b r i e f ing  on  the  mos t  
recen t  deve lo pments  in  Burundi  and  to  update  on  the  prepara t ion  for  the  
2010  e l ec t i ons . 

Af te r  the  in t roduc t ion  by  the  Cha i r ,  t he  Pe rmanen t  Represen ta t ive  o f  
Burund i ,  Ambassador  Gahu tu  Zacha r i e  made  a  s t a t emen t  in  wh ich  he  
h igh l igh ted  progress  made  in  the  peacebui ld ing  p roces s ,  i nc lud ing  the  
t r ans fo rmat ion  o f  the  FNL in  a  po l i t i ca l  pa r ty  and  the  p repa ra t ion  o f  the  
2010  e lec t ions .  He  thanked  reg iona l  and  in te rna t iona l  pa r tne rs  fo r  the i r  
suppor t  to  the  e lec to ra l  p rocess ,  and  rea f f i rmed  tha t  many  pos i t ive  s igns  
ind ica te  tha t  t he  e l ec t ions  wi l l  conduc ted  f ree ly  and  fa i r ly .  A m b a s s a d o r  
Zachar i e  r eca l l ed  the  a t t en t ion  on  the  o the r  p r io r i t i e s  tha t  need  equa l  
a t t en t ion  fo r  peace  to  be  sus t a inab le ,  i nc lud ing  the  soc io - economic  
re in tegra t ion  s t ra tegy  in  which  the  PBC is  a l ready  enga g e d and long  t e rm 
pr io r i t i es  t ha t  were  d i scussed  du r ing  the  mee t ing  o f  t he  Consu l t a t ive  Group  
in  Pa r i s  i n  Oc tobe r  2010  (energy ,  ag r i cu l tu re ,  in f ras t ruc tu re ,  i n fo rma t ion  
technology ,  the  deve lopment  o f  the  p r iva te  sec tor ,  tour i sm,  wate r )  and  
educa t ion  and  hea l th  He  re i t e ra ted  the  ca l l  fo r  PBC he lp  in  a t t rac t ing  
fo re ign  inves tmen t  to  Burund i .  

Char les  Pe t r i e ,  the  Execu t ive  Represen ta t ive  o f  the  Secre ta ry - Genera l  
(ERSG)  in  Burun di ,  a d d r e s s e d  i n  h is  br ie f ing  ma in ly  the  i s sue  o f  t he  2010  
e lec t ions .  He  ind i ca t ed  th a t  t he  P res iden t  o f  t he  Repub l i c  ha d s e t  an  
encourag ing  tone  in  l aunch ing  the  campa ign ,  encourag ing  a l l  Burund ians  t o  
approach  the  e lec t ions  in  a  peacefu l  manner .  Mr.  Pet r ie  sugges t ed  cau t ious  
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o p t i m i s m in  assess ing  the  s i tua t ion  in  Burundi .  Op t imi sm for  a l l  t h e  
pos i t ive  s igns  and  p rogress  ach ieved  dur ing  the  p repara t ion  o f  e lec t ions .  
Cau t ious  because  the  r ecen t  v io lence  and  su f fe r ing  were  s t i l l  f r e sh  in  
memor i e s  and  b e c a u s e  the  dynamics  tha t  con t r ibu ted  to  tha t  sp i r a l  o f  
v io lence  a re  ye t  to  be  fu l ly  address e d .  H e  spec i f i ca l ly  men t ioned  
d i sa rmamen t  and  the  i n tegra t ion  of  re turn ing  re fugees ,  in te rna l ly  d i sp laced  
persons  and  the  demobi l i zed .  Mr .  Pe t r ie  s ta ted  tha t  the  success  of  the  
e l ec t ions  wi l l  s ign i f i can t ly  depend  on  the  way  the  d i f fe ren t  a c t o r s  wi l l  
manage  the  r e su l t s .  .  Given  the  pos i t ive  s igns ,  ERSG Pe t r i e  conc luded  tha t  
p red ic t ions  a re  no t  ve ry  use fu l  and  t ha t  t he  focus  shou ld  r ema in  on  ou r  
commi tment  to  success fu l  e l ec t ions .  On  the  fund ing  of  e lec t ions ,  he  
r eminded  the  gap  o f  1 .8  M USD and  expres sed  h i s  hope  tha t  t h i s  gap  wi l l  
be  c losed  soon .  

Aus t ra l i a ,  Be lg ium,  Ben in ,  Canada ,  Chi le ,  Egypt ,  Indones ia ,  Japan ,  Kenya ,  
Mexico ,  Ne the r lands ,  Niger ia ,  Norway ,  Sou th  Af r i ca ,  the  Af r i can  Union ,  
the  European  Union ,  the  Uni ted  S ta tes  o f  Amer ica  and  FAO took  the  f loo r.  
They  a l l  expressed  sa t i s f ac t ion  wi th  the  p repa ra t ion  o f  the  2010  e l ec t ions  
and  hope  tha t  the  e l ec t ions  wi l l  be  conduc ted  in  a  f r ee ,  f a i r ,  s a fe  and  
t ransparen t  env i ronment .  In  par t i cu la r  they  po in ted  to  the  need  of  
p reven t ing  r i sks  o f  v io l ence  e spec ia l ly  wi th  the  ac t iv i t i e s  o f  t he  you th  
g roups  as soc ia ted  wi th  po l i t i ca l  pa r t i e s  and  the  need to  p repare  fo r  dea l ing  
w i th  e l ec t i on - re la t ed  d i spu tes  and  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  r e s u l t s  o f  e l e c t i o n s  a r e  
accep ted .  Mos t  r enewed  the i r  commi tmen t  o f  suppor t  t o  the  e l ec to ra l  
p rocess  and  to  the  long  t e rm deve lopment  agenda .  Wi th  r ega rds  to  the  
fund ing  gap  in  the  budge t  o f  e l ec t ions ,  Aus t ra l i a  announced  a  con t r ibu t ion  
o f  0 .5  M USD.  

In  h i s  f eedback,  ERSG Pe t r i e  thanked  Aus t ra l i a  fo r  the i r  con t r ibu t ion  as  
wel l  as  o ther  who had a l rea dy  con t r ibu ted .  He  sugges ted  a  ded ica ted  
d i scuss ion  wi th  the  PBC on  the  long  te rm engagement  a f te r  the  e lec t ions .  
H e  s u g g e s t e d  a  pa rad igm s h i f t  i n  the  way  peacebu i ld ing i s  cu r r en t ly  
de f ined  to  i nc lude  economic  deve lopmen t  and  capac i ty - bui ld ing .  In  th i s  
r e ga r d  he p roposed  to  o rgan ize  a  h igh  l eve l  confe rence  towards  the  end  o f  
2010  to  s ta r t  the  process  of  sh i f t ing  the  focus  f rom the  shor t  t e rm 
pe r spec t ive  to  the  long  t e rm pe r spec t ive .  
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In  h i s  c los ing  remarks ,  t he  Cha i r  thanked  a l l  pa r tne r s  who  had  con t r ibu ted  
to  the  needs  o f  the  e lec t ions .  Refe r r ing  to  the  deba te  o f  the  Secur i ty  
Counc i l  the  day  be fo re  in  which  members  o f  the  Secur i ty  Counc i l  
encourage  the  PBC to  ass i s t  the  Government  o f  Burundi  in  l ay ing  the  
founda t ions  for  long - t e rm deve lopment  in  Burund i  and  in  mob i l i z ing  the  
suppor t  needed  to  conso l ida te  peace  and  secur i ty ,  he  sugges ted  tha t  the  
PBC would  need  to  work  on  f ive  types  of  coherence :  (1 )   cohe rence  o f  t h e  
sho r t - te rm wi th the  long  t e rm agenda ,  (2 )  coherence  o f  pub l i c  inves tmen t  
wi th  p r iva te  inves t men t  in  peacebu i ld ing ,  (3 )  coherence  o f  the  po l i t i ca l  and  
secu r i t y  app roach  wi th  t he  soc io - economic  app roach ,  ( 4 )  cohe rence  o f  
na t iona l ,  r eg iona l  and  in te rna t iona l  approaches ,  (5 )  coherence  – o r  
manag ing  the  t ens ion  -  be tween  t he  need  t o  add re s s  mu l t i p l e  c ha l l enges  
and  the  need  to  p r io r i t i se .  He  men t ioned  t he  fo r t hcoming  oppo r tun i t i e s  
dur ing  the  course  of  th is  year  for  the  PBC to  cont r ibu te  to  th i s  coherence  
and  def ine  i t s  fu tu re  engagement  wi th  Burundi ,  such as  the  p repa ra to ry  
p rocess  fo r  the  new PRSP cyc l e ,  the  rev iew of  the  S t ra teg ic  Framework  for  
Peacebu i ld ing  and  the  d i scuss ions  wi th  the  Government  on  the  fu tu re  o f  the  
UN in  Burund i .   
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