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    23 June  2010

To : Members  o f  the  PBC – Burund i  C onf igura t ion          

 

I n f o r m a l  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  C o u n t r y  S p e c i f i c  C o n f i g u r a t i o n  o f  t h e  
P B C  o n  B u r u n d i  

N e w  Y o r k ,  2 1  J u n e  2 0 1 0 ,  1 0 . 15 - 1 2 . 1 5  –  C o n f e r e n c e  R o o m  6  a t  t h e  
U n i t e d  N a t i o n s   

C h a i r ’ s  s u m m a r y  

 

On  Monda y,  21 June  2010 ,  an  in fo rmal  mee t ing  o f  the  Coun t ry  Spec i f i c  
Conf igura t ion  o f  the  PBC on  Burund i  t ook  p l ace  cha i red  by  H.E.  Mr .  Pau l  
S e g e r,  Ambassador  o f  Swi t ze r l and  to  the  Un i t ed  Na t ions  and  t h e  new 
Cha i rpe r son  o f  t he  PBC Coun t ry - S p e c i f i c  C o n f i g u r a t i o n  of  Burund i .  T h e  
mee t ing  was  l i nked  by v ideoconfe rence  t o  Bu jumbura  whe re  t he  Na t iona l  
E lec to ra l  Independen t  Commiss ion  (CENI) ,  t he  Execu t ive  Represen ta t ive  
o f  the  Sec re ta ry - Gene ra l  and  r ep re sen t a t i ve s  o f  t he  i n t e rna t i ona l  
communi ty  i n  Burund i  pa r t i c ipa te d.  The  purpose  o f  the  mee t ing  was  fo r  
members  o f  t he  Burund i  Conf igu ra t ion  to  be  upda ted  on  the  e l ec to ra l  
p rocess  and  to  d i scuss  oppor tun i t i e s  to  fu r the r  suppor t  the  democra t i c  
p roce s s  and  encou rage  an  i nc lu s ive  app roach  regard ing  t h e  u p c o m i n g  
leg is la t ive  e le c t ions .   

Af t e r  h i s  i n t roduc t ion ,  t he  Cha i r  gave  the  f loo r  to  the  Pres iden t  o f  C E N I  in  
Burund i  who  gave  an  upda t e  on  t he  e l ec t i ons .  He  h igh l igh ted  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
fac t s  and  i s sues : 

On  24  May  2010 ,  Burund ians  wen t  t o  the  po l l s  t o  e l ec t  communa l  counc i l s .  
There  was  mass ive  pa r t i c ipa t ion .  Log i s t i ca l  p rob lems  were  addressed  as  
they  were  iden t i f ied  and  as  the  e lec tora l  p rocess  unfo lded .   Dur ing  the  day  
of  the  vo te ,  po l i t i ca l  pa r t i e s  were  represen ted  a t  each  po l l i n g s t a t ion  and  
nobody  f rom the  po l i t i ca l  par t ies  ra i s e d a n y  p r o b l e m s  ques t ion ing  t h e  
e lec to ra l  opera t ion . 

The  popula t ion ,  d ip lomats  and  the  observers  who fo l lowed the  vo t ing  
conf i rmed  tha t  the  communal  e lec t ions  were  cor rec t  and had  taken  p lace  in  
peace  and  t ranqui l i ty .  
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As the  p rov i s iona l  r esu l t s  were  r e l ea se d,  the  communal  e lec t ions  s t a r t ed  to  
be  d i spu ted  and  con tes ted .  In  the  end  a  group  of  th i r teen  po l i t i ca l  par t ies  
cha l l enged  the  communa l  e l ec t i on  r e su l t s  and  announced  tha t  t hey  wou ld  
boyco t t  t he  r ema in ing  e l ec t ions .  These  dynamics  ha ve  r e su l t ed  in  an  
a tm osphe re  o f  t ens ions  and  pas s ion  in  Bu jumbura  tha t  i s  no t  r e f l ec t ed  i n  
the  prov inces  and  h i l l s .  The  cases  o f  v io lence  and  a t t e m p t e d v io lence  
resu l t ing  f rom these  t ens ions  need  to  be  addressed .  

T h e  pr e s i d e n t i a l e lec t ions  a re  scheduled  on  28  June  a n d  C E N I  is  r eady  fo r  
these  e lec t ions . 

On  23  and  28  Ju ly ,  the  na t iona l  l eg i s la t ive  e lec t ions  (Nat iona l  Assembly  
and  Sena te )  a re  schedu led .  Cur ren t ly ,  cand ida tes ’  l i s t s  fo r  t hese  e l ec t ions  
can  be  submi t ted .  Po l i t i ca l  pa r t i es  who  dec ided  to  wi thdraw thus  have  a n  
oppor tun i ty  t o  r econs ide r  and  t o  g ive  t o  t he i r  cons t i t uenc i e s  a  chance  t o  be  
represen ted  in  the  Par l i ament .  CENI  has  s t a r t ed  a  d ia logue  wi th  those  
po l i t i ca l  par t i es  to  d i scuss  cor rec t ive  measures  tha t  need  to  be  taken  fo r  
these  upcoming  e lec t ions  and  poss ib l e  way s  to  encourage  the i r  
pa r t i c ipa t ion  in  the  l eg i s l a t ive  e l ec t ions . 

The  Pres iden t  o f  CENI  ind ica ted  tha t  CENI  has  a l r eady  rece ived  
cand ida tu re s  f rom the  CNDD - F D D  a n d  F R O D E B U - Nyakur i  and  t ha t  t hose  
f rom UPRONA a re  expec t ed  soon .   

He  announced  tha t  CENI  wou ld  b e  f l ex ib l e  wi th  the  app l i ca t i on  o f  
dead l ines  set  and  i s  wi l l ing  to  g ive  an  ex tens ion  to  a l low par t ies  to  submi t  
t he i r  cand ida tu re s  fo r  t he  Na t iona l  Assembly  e l ec t ions .  Fo r  l og i s t i ca l  
cons t r a in t s ,  t h i s  ex t ens ion  canno t  go  beyond  Sunday  27  June .  

After  the  pr esen ta t ion  by  CENI ,  the  Af r i can  Union ,  Aus t ra l i a ,  Be lg ium,  
Ben in ,  Canada ,  the  European  Union ,  F rance ,  Germany ,  Norway , the  Uni t ed  
S t a t e s  o f  Amer i ca  and  the  Execu t ive  Represen ta t ive  o f  t he  Sec re t a ry  
Gene ra l  i n  Burund i  took  the  f loor .  They  expressed  sa t i s fac t ion  wi th  the  
conduc t  o f  t he  communa l  e l ec t ions .  They  r e i t e r a t ed  the i r  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  a n d  
suppor t  o f  CENI .  They  we lcomed  e f fo r t s  by  CENI  to  pu r sue  d i a logue  wi th  
the  pol i t i ca l  par t ies  and  to  cons ider  a n  ex tens ion  o f  the  dead l ine  fo r  the  
reg i s t ra t ion  o f  cand i da tes  for  the  leg is la t ive  e lec t ions .  T h e y  e n c o u r a g e d  
CENI  to  fu r the r  in tens i fy  the i r  e f fo r t s  o f  communica t ion ,  t r ansparency  and  
openness .  They  inv i ted  pol i t i ca l  par t ies  to  reassess  the i r  dec i s ion  to  
wi thdraw or  pa r t i c ipa te  in  the  l eg i s l a t ive  e lec t ions .  The y  encouraged  them 
to  use  ex i s t ing  mechan i sms  to  f i l e  compla in t s  w i th  r ega rds  t he  communa l  
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e lec t ions  and  to  pursue  d ia logue  wi th  CENI .  They  ca l l ed  a l l  pa r t i e s  to  
r e f ra in  f rom any  use  o f  v io lence  which  wi l l  no t  be  to le ra ted  by  the  
In t e rna t iona l  Communi ty.  Th ey  r e i t e r a t ed  the i r  commi tmen t  t o  suppor t  t he  
e lec to ra l  p rocess  th rough  the  f inanc ia l  r e sources  a l ready  made  ava i l ab le ,  
the  observa t ion  of  the  remain ing  e lec t ions  and  th rough  o ther  fo rms  of  
suppor t  needed.  They  ins i s ted  on  the  respec t  o f  the  Burundians’  r i gh t  to  
vote . They  r e i t e ra t ed  the i r  commi tmen t  to  suppor t  Burund i ’ s  e f fo r t s  beyond  
the  e lec t ions .  Some sugges ted  tha t  these  e lec t ions  wi l l  have  an  impac t  on  
the  fu tu re  engagemen t  o f  t he  In t e rna t iona l  Communi ty  wi th  Burund i .  E R S G  
Pet r ie  acknowledged  the  on - go ing  mobi l i za t ion  o f  the  o the r  componen t s  o f  
the  Burund ian  Soc ie ty  such  as  the  Re l ig ious  Denomina t ions ,  the  C iv i l  
Soc ie ty ,  and  Women  Assoc ia t ions  a s  a  key  f ac to r  to  the  success  o f  th i s  
p r o c e s s. 

In  h i s  c los ing  remarks ,  the  Cha i r  s t r essed  the  magni tude  o f  p r ogres s  
a l r eady  ach ieved  in  the  peace  p rocess  in  Burund i .  He  sugges ted  tha t  
Burundi  was  a  few yards  before  the  f in i sh ing  l ine  and  tha t  l ike  in  spor t  
t hese  l a s t  ya rds  a re  o f t en  the  mos t  d i f f i cu l t .  He  he ld  ou t  the  p rospec t  o f  
Burund i  becoming  a  mode l  o f  peace bui ld ing  in  the  reg ion  and  c o n t i n u i n g  
on the  path  of  s t ab i l i za t ion  and  economic  deve lopmen t .  The  PBC wi l l  
con t inue  to  adv i se  and  accompany  the  coun t ry  in  these  e f fo r t s .   
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