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Mr. Secretary General,
Madame President of the Economic and Social Council,
Madame Director General of the World Food Program,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Post-conflict countrics are suffering a triple damage phenomenon in the present world context.
They experience the harsh effects of the food crisis, the damages of the widespread global
financial crisis, and the enduring fractures of historic violence and conflict.

According to F.A.O., the combination of the food and global economic downtown has pushed,
during the past year, more than one hundred million people into hunger and poverty. And the
worst is that the high number of hungry people is not a result of poor harvests, but is due to high
food prices — particularly in developing countries — as well as to lower incomes and lost jobs.

In order to alleviate the consequences of these crises, and to supportif"icoumrics emerging from
conflicts facing such threats, the United Nations must strengthen its coherent and integrated
response. Today’s meeting is a step in that direction.

As Chair of the Peacebuilding Commission, I must underline that countries emerging from
conflict are particularly vulnerable to financial and food prices shocks. Most of these countries
are not well integrated into the world economy and suffer more than others the current global
decrease in non-aid flows.

For example: a) foreign direct investment has fallen due to the substantial reduction of
international liquidity and equity investments; b) reliance on one or few exports hits them harder
compared to more diversified developing economies, in view of weakened world demand; c)
investors’ appetite for post-conflict markets decrease due to higher risk aversion; and d)
remittances from the diaspora has fallen due to difficult economic conditions in sending
countries. The drop in overall financial flows to developing countries could amount to nearly 25
percent in 2009-2010.

In countries emerging from conflict, lack of access to food and price increase may lead to a sharp
decline in the populations’ confidence in the peace process and the state, and to protests and riots
as we have seen in some countries, with the danger of a resumption of violence and a new
vicious cycle of instability.



