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Report of the Secretary-General on the work of thérganization
Chapter |
Introduction

1. As | come to the end of my second year at tha loé the United Nations, | am inspired by
the commitment and energy of the people who sdrige@rganization; at the same time, | am
acutely aware of the increasing weight of respalitsilthat lies on our collective shoulders. This
past year we experienced a huge increase in tlemsity of engagement across the entire
spectrum of development, security, humanitarianaieff and human rights issues. The
international community turned to us for assistawbé&h ranged from helping victims of conflict
and disaster and addressing the needs of the pddnungry to restoring peace between warring
parties and mobilizing the global community to addr a new generation of global challenges
like climate change and terrorism.

2. The rising demand for our services is daunting, setl | am convinced that with
dedication, focus and commitment we can live upht hopes of all peoples who look to us to
build a more peaceful, prosperous and just world.

3. To achieve this necessary focus, in 2008 and rekt of my tenure, we must dedicate our
effort to three key areas: delivering results feople most in need, securing global goods, and
creating a stronger United Nations through fullaotability.

4. The United Nations has had a long and proud histbmstablishing norms and principles
that govern international relations. That histoayn @nd must continue. But in this new era where
the world is increasingly turning to the United Mat to deliver a wide range of services in just
about every corner of the Earth, the biggest chglewe face is to deliver concrete results for
people most in need, wherever they are. To mesetgeowing needs and high expectations, we
must enhance our operational delivery. This meamscentrating our resources where the
Organization can make the biggest difference. Wmohjust make promises or call on others to
act; we cannot wait for solutions to emerge. Wednieeseize opportunities to show results now
that justify the hopes for a better future.

5. The second area requiring our focus is securindgpayjlgoods. The United Nations is
uniquely placed to lead the effort to address dltir@ats that endanger every person everywhere
in the world, and to secure the corresponding goGtsllenges like climate change and global
health know no borders and cannot be addressedsingle State or groups of States. As the only
universal organization with a comprehensive mandaies has a strong comparative advantage
with respect to catalysing action by all countriasd building new multi-stakeholder alliances.
The United Nations must rise to this challengegesitnere is no other forum that can legitimately
address these issues on a global scale as efigctive

6. My message is clear: we will rise or fall togetltmpending on the effectiveness of our
common response. Strategies to address these radenges will need to be developed globally,
but the locus of action and responsibility will Ipeimarily the national level. | appeal to
Governments to take action, as the consequendeadation will spare none.

7. To deliver results for a better world, we must wddk strengthen the United Nations
through full accountability. Only full accountalyliwill enable us to achieve optimal outcomes.
We must look at accountability not as a narrow mécdl issue, but as a fundamental organizing
principle and operational guideline for our Orgaian, and must encourage Member States to
adopt the same principle. An organization whereaa#l held accountable for upholding their
responsibilities will be a significantly strongene

8. Working together, we can improve the nature andityuaf life of the world’s population
and we can prevent both national and global thrigate escalating to catastrophic proportions.
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As enshrined in the Charter of the United Natioms, the peoples of the United Nations, have
this obligation and responsibility.

Chapter Il
Delivering results for people most in need

9. One of the most important roles that the Unitedidwet can play is that of champion of the
powerless, the forgotten and the marginalized. @eatest responsibility is to ensure that we
improve the welfare of these populations—that whvee results to those most in need. This
means that we must help Member States deliver @ir thlillennium Development Goal
commitments, that we must use all the resourceseapédrtise we have gained in the field of
preventive diplomacy, peacekeeping and peacebgilthnestablish and preserve a secure and
peaceful world, and that we must provide relief aetabilitation assistance to victims of
conflicts and disaster. It also means that we mwask with the international community to ensure
respect for human rights; support States in esfaibly rule of law, preventing genocide and
delivering on their responsibility to protect; aaskist them in establishing good governance and
democracy.

A. Development

10. We must deliver results for a more prosperous aadtimy world. Development should not
be the privilege of a handful but a right for adet, half of the world’s adult population owns
barely 1 per cent of global wealth. Although we évamade significant gains towards the global
goal of halving extreme poverty by 2015, many cadast particularly in Africa, are off-track with
respect to achieving the Millennium Development ISo&Ve must build on existing real and
measurable progress, and scale up action and fian®ut addressing the Millennium
Development Goals is not enough: we must tackle ftwal crisis, climate change, natural
disasters and violent conflicts which threatenumtback the clock on development advances.
And we must give priority to mitigating the impaat these forces on those most in need—the
poor, women, and children, who are almost alwagditist and hardest hit.

11. To deliver leadership in development in the face¢oofay’s global challenges, the United
Nations will need a more coherent, focused andvigamated approach, building on the
integration of the normative and operational stteagf the Organization as a whole. This is the
thrust of the proposal | put forward in my report strengthening the development pillar of the
Secretariat (A/62/708), specifically its ability tdeliver effectively and efficiently on its
development mandates, to improve its strategictiposin dealing with major development issues
and processes, and to provide important benefitddmber States. | have encouraged Member
States to act on the proposal during the forthcgmnsission of the General Assembly. In the past
year, | have also undertaken initiatives in a numbkerelated priority areas: better linking
normative, analytical and operational functionsemsgjithening global to regional, regional to
national, and interregional linkages; furtheringhergies among the work of the Secretariat, the
United Nations funds and programmes and the Unitatlons system as a whole; and forging
partnerships with key stakeholders who can comptemer work in the development arena.

1. The Millennium Development Goals
and the other internationally agreed development gals

12. As we pass the halfway point on the path to rearthe Millennium Development Goals
by 2015, critical action is needed to meet allldm. The outlook for the education, health and
environmental Millennium Development Goals are rdixAcross the board, gains in education
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seem to be most encouraging, while those linkeshaternal health are least on track. We must
deliver on commitments already made as well azagalexisting successes and replicate them in
other countries. | am calling on the United Natisgstem and Member States to make addressing
the needs of the poorest, with a special focusfara a central priority.

13. While the number of people living in extreme poyenas declined over the years, 1.2
billion— most of whom are living in the least devpéd countries, especially in Africa—are still
stuck in the poverty trap. Without immediate huntan@n aid and robust long-term investments
in agriculture, the food crisis is expected to dran additional 100 million people into extreme
poverty. The effects of climate change will be ess| severe.

14. Many countries are close to delivering universainary education. We must continue to
build on and seek out innovative measures, suctclagol feeding programmes and school fee
waivers, which have contributed to these advanEes.example, the fact that countries like
Malawi, Kenya and the United Republic of Tanzarbalshed primary school fees has resulted in
dramatic increases in enrolment rates. Many otlmmicies, however, still face enormous
challenges. For example, in sub-Saharan Africaytéd million primary school age children are
out of school; and in South Asia, 31.5 million remaut of school.

15. Women are integral members of society and sigmfickivers of development. We must
continue to fight for gender equality and to empowemen. While women’s status has improved
in some areas like education, gender gaps remavagge. Women are underrepresented in
politics and positions of power and are often pleisls and subjected to far worse working
conditions than men. Violence against women remaudespread, ranging from domestic
violence to purposeful victimization in war, andnetitutes a severe obstacle to the achievement
of all global development goals. In January 200Buhched a campaign to end violence against
women, which aims at mobilizing public opinion, seng political will and ensuring increased
resources to tackle this issue.

16. Perhaps the worst gender disparities are seereiarga of health, where women make up
more than half of adults living with HIV in sub-Salan Africa and every year more than 500,000
women continue to die from complications of pregryaand childbirth. Progress continues to be
slowest in improving maternal health compared vaithMillennium Development Goal targets,
and the provision of adequate and reliable dathenational, regional and international levels
disaggregated by sex remains a challenge. Thima&aeptable. | am strongly committed to
advancing progress on maternal health and | ulg®amber States to allocate more attention
and resources to this Goal.

17. Not only is promoting and securing health for #flieal, but it also builds a foundation for
prosperity, stability and poverty reduction. We musove forward in areas such as infant
mortality and under-five mortality, measles and iomazation, poliomyelitis and guinea worm
eradication and scaling up of malaria control tpafed in that of HIV antiretroviral treatment.

18. The AIDS epidemic continues to require an urgespoase. While we have expanded
access to antiretroviral treatment to 3 million jpleg infections continue apace, with 2.5 million
newly infected in 2007 alone. The importance ofvprgion has never been clearer. With an
estimated 33.2 million people now living with HIYombating stigma and discrimination is
equally important. The 2008 high-level meeting otD& reviewed progress achieved in
implementing the 2001 Declaration of Commitment ldh//AIDS® and the 2006 Political
Declaration on HIV/AIDS and reminded us of our responsibilities in comizathe scourge of
HIV/AIDS.

19. | am committed to advancing action on infectiousedses. About 1.2 billion of the
world’s poorest populations suffer from the cripgli effects of neglected tropical diseases.

1 General Assembly resolution S-26/2, annex.
2 General Assembly resolution 60/262, annex.
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Malaria kills more than 1 million people every ye@hese numbers are unacceptable. The first
HIV/Tuberculosis Global Leaders’ Forum, held at thargin of the high-level meeting on AIDS
this year, called for increased collaboration amigsue of HIV and tuberculosis co-infection. We
must replicate proved strategies to combat theseades. By 2010, | intend to ensure universal
coverage against malaria through ensuring thgteadple at risk, especially women and children
in Africa, are fully covered by indoor residual aping and long-lasting insecticide-treated bed
nets. Our global efforts also start at home: tieiaryl launched UN Cares, a programme to provide
services such as training, counselling and tesongdlV-positive United Nations personnel and
their families.

20. Strengthening health systems provides the basthédramatic scale-up of high-impact
interventions needed to reach the health Goalemprehensive human resources strategy is key,
particularly building up a cadre of community haalkorkers who can provide basic services to
the poor.

21. Meeting the water and sanitation targets is alsaridical importance. Almost 1 billion
people lack access to safe drinking water and 2lrb do not have access to adequate
sanitation. We must double the current annual imvest by the international community to about
US$ 30 billion.

22. The impacts of climate change, as seen through resfdiion, soil erosion,
desertification and land degradation, are aggragagioverty and threatening livelihoods. We
must prioritize action to prevent a further losdiadiversity and ensure that development efforts
are environmentally sustainable.

23. A global partnership for development is criticalr&vitalize efforts towards achieving the
Goals. | urged world leaders to deliver on theowddi development assistance commitments made
at the 2005 World Summit, at the International @oafhce on Financing for Development in
Monterrey, Mexico, and in Gleneagles and Heiligenda | call for quick and concrete progress
to achieve the goal of US$ 50 billion per year B @

24. Developing open, rule-based, predictable and neordninatory trading and financial
systems is integral to achieving the Goals. | amrtemed by the Accra Accord adopted by the
United Nations Conference on Trade and Developraeit$ twelfth session (UNCTAD XIB.We
must seek to implement its ambitious agenda ancerghdbalization a powerful means to achieve
poverty eradication.

25. We must also aim for a successful outcome of theaDound of trade negotiations this
year. The continued deadlock poses a significaktto the multilateral trading system and to the
ability to achieve the Goals. Key World Trade Orgation members must redouble efforts to
produce a meaningful and significant developmerkage. The food crisis is a grave sign of the
need to break the impasse on agricultural tradediization.

26. This year, we are at a turning point in the achiesnet of the Goals. The High-level Event
on the Millennium Development Goals on 25 Septen#t8#)8 will be critical to catalysing the
action needed to bridge the implementation gaprdge uMember States to provide strong
leadership. The Doha Follow-up International Coafee on Financing for Development to
Review the Implementation of the Monterrey Consensuthe end of 2008 will offer another
important opportunity to review many of the criticssues at stake. Let us ensure that the coming
year is a “year of action”—one in which we translaiur promises into food, shelter, education
and health for those most in need.

3TD/442, chap. Il.
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2. The special needs of Africa

27. During my tenure, | have made a special commitnmenaddressing Africa’s peace,
security and development needs. The Office of thectl Adviser on Africa has played an
important role in forwarding this agenda, as has Khillennium Development Goals Africa
Steering Group composed of multilateral developnpamtners, which presented in June 2008 a
set of practical costed recommendations for achgethe Millennium Development Goals by
2015 in Africa. | urge all countries to work with emin implementing these important
recommendations.

28. It is encouraging that the overall economic perfance of Africa remains strong, with a
5.7 per cent growth of gross domestic product (GRRJ a 3.7 per cent per capita income
increase in 2007, owing to improved macroeconomanagement, and increased private capital
flows, as well as better governance in many paftthe continent. Good governance and
democracy are central to promoting overall prospestability and peace, as acknowledged by
African leaders themselves in the Constitutive éstablishing the African Union. | commit the
United Nations to supporting efforts of Africa taprove and safeguard its young democracies.

29. However, while overall growth rates are positivegyt are extremely unequal throughout
the continent, with a number of countries expeligaegligible, if not negative, GDP growth
rates. In countries where there has been positioeth, there is little evidence that the poorest
are seeing an improvement in their circumstance=alirt® up public and private sector
investments and exploiting regional resources daé v

30. Progress requires peace and security. | have besatlyg encouraged by the Security
Council’s support for African regional peace pramss and initiatives, as well as the progress
made by the Security Council and the African Unirmace and Security Council in implementing
their shared goal of developing a more structuegdtionship. The Peacebuilding Commission’s
engagement in Burundi, Sierra Leone and GuineaaBistiould assist in stabilizing their fragile
economic and political environments. | encourage @eneral Assembly, Security Council and
the Peacebuilding Commission to continue to plaeespecial needs of Africa at the forefront of
their agenda.

31. | am committed to ensuring that the United Natiamsoptimally configured to help
Member States make progress towards reachingdbeelopment goals. Throughout 2008, | took
important steps to strengthen the developmentrpdfathe Organization. The reinvigorated
campaign under my leadership to attain the Millammi Development Goals, and other
internationally agreed development goals, is onmedsion of my strategy. Introducing
managerial reforms that strengthen the Organizatiaility to deliver effective programming is
a second important dimension which is discusset Iatthe report. Working to strengthen greater
linkages across the development activities of @ugdr United Nations system, particularly
through the work of my Policy Committee, which hmevided recommendations for addressing
policy and programme gaps in the United Nationsetgment initiatives, is a third dimension of
my strategy. Finally, | have encouraged the Unitations system to forge stronger partnerships
with key stakeholders who can complement our warkhe development arena, including new
and emerging development partners. These alsodiediie business community, civil society,
and other charitable groups, as well as regiorgdrueations, all of which are discussed below.

B. Peace and security

32. We must deliver results for a more secure worldcéagain, during this past year, in too
many places around the world, children bore arms$ead of holding textbooks, the earth was
scorched instead of cultivated, and national regemwere diverted to arms instead of being spent

14



on education and health care. Every life lost aretyepenny spent on war was stolen from future
generations.

33. The United Nations was called upon to assist in gharch for peace or to promote
dialogue and reconciliation on multiple fronts, luding in the Sudan, Somalia, Iraq, Myanmar,
the Middle East, Nepal, Sri Lanka, northern Uganida,Central African Republic, Chad, Western
Sahara and elsewhere. Our efforts took many folmaddition to development assistance and
humanitarian aid, we engaged in preventive diplomaod peace negotiations, conducted
peacekeeping missions and supported peacebuiltforgsan the aftermath of war.

1. Preventive diplomacy and support to peace processes

34. Where fighting has erupted or has the potenti@ld®o, lasting peace rests ultimately on
finding political solutions to the issues that #re source of conflict. The scale and complexity of
the political, preventive and peacemaking task®oneefis have grown, while a commensurate
strengthening of the relevant machinery of the &thiNations is long overdue. The rationale and
the proposals for strengthening the Department alti€al Affairs of the United Nations
Secretariat were expressed in detail in my remotihé General Assembly (A/62/521 and Corr.1),
issued on 2 November 2007. | view those proposai atal complement to the earlier reforms
of United Nations peacekeeping operations and asobmy top priorities. The United Nations
needs to become more effective not only at stabgizonflict situations and dealing with their
humanitarian side effects, but at preventing arsblweng them through political means. In the
area of conflict prevention and resolution, whicé @harter responsibilities, we need to do better,
and the proposals to strengthen the Departmentldfdal Affairs are fundamental to achieving a
more effective role for the United Nations in thmsportant area. Those proposals respond, in
particular, to the call for a more effective usetadls such as preventive diplomacy, mediation
and my “good offices” in the service of Member 8taand our partners in regional organizations.

35. With voluntary support, we have already taken intguair strides in implementing the 2005
decision of Member States to strengthen my goodesffcapacity, including in the mediation of
disputes. We now have a fully operational MediatiBmpport Unit and a rapidly deployable
Standby Team of Mediation Experts which are atsiice of United Nations envoys, Member
States and regional organizations. We have inarghsisolid partnerships with regional
organizations and can call upon an array of exptrtassist in peacefully resolving and
preventing disputes.

36. This past year, the Organization was able in mastances to assist Member States with
preventive diplomacy and to provide concrete suppmipeace processes. For example, Nepal,
with the support of the United Nations, held adist election for a Constituent Assembly and
has now embarked on the transition to a new palificture. In the Central African Republic, we
supported the preparatory process for a nationalogiie. Following the outbreak of post-
electoral violence in Kenya, the United Nations muped the African Union-led mediation by
former Secretary-General Kofi Annan, which enablkd people of Kenya to avoid a larger
tragedy. In the search for a political solutionDarfur, my Special Envoy continued to work
closely with the African Union to try to encourag@hesion, build trust and make progress on key
issues such as security, while broadening the matioegional and international bases of support.
In Somalia, despite deteriorating security on threugd, my Special Representative made
determined efforts to move the political processvird, as contingency planning continued for a
possible stabilization force and, subsequentlydd@ms permitting a peacekeeping operation. In
Cyprus, with renewed impetus and political will thre part of the Cypriots and their leaders, the
United Nations assisted in the launch and fadiitabf a preparatory process intended to lead to
full-fledged negotiations.

37. With the establishment of the International Comimissagainst Impunity in Guatemala
(CICIG), we are involved in an innovative attemptdismantle criminal groups whose actions
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threaten to erode hard-fought gains in the peaceegs. At the request of the Governments of
Central Asia, we opened in Ashgabat, the Unitediddat Regional Centre for Preventive
Diplomacy in Central Asia, with a mandate to asfisin in managing shared threats peacefully.
In Iraq, we took up the challenge of a strengthemeadate calling for a greater United Nations
role in forging political dialogue and reconcilati between Iraqis, encouraging regional dialogue
and assisting in the resolution of disputed inteboaindaries.

38. In the Middle East, | worked through the Quartetl avith my envoys in the region to
continue to push for comprehensive peace and $gcAin agreement to achieve the election of a
president in Lebanon and indirect talks betweeaelsand the Syrian Arab Republic gave some
reason to hope that the dynamics might change| aodtinue to strive for the attainment of a
peace agreement between Israelis and Palestirsassmoa as possible.

2. Peacekeeping
39. Peacekeeping is a core function of the United Mati®eacekeeping operations constitute
a critical step towards achieving sustainable pedbey have an important role in assisting
national actors in the development and implememmatif peacebuilding strategies and work in
partnership with the United Nations country tedme, international financial institutions and other
international partners.

40. In this sixtieth anniversary year of United Natiopsacekeeping, the Department of
Peacekeeping Operations of the United Nations &e@e leads 19 missions with more than
130,000 women and men, including troop and potioatributions from 117 Member States,
supported by a budget of some US$ 7 billion.

41. In order to ensure that the current demands onpeacekeeping operations are met in
such a way as to encompass their scale and cortpléxinitiated the restructuring of the
Department of Peacekeeping Operations. This inddle creation of a new Department of Field
Support, the establishment of the Office of theeRaf Law and Security Institutions in the
Department of Peacekeeping Operations, Integraggerafional Teams, and a number of new
shared mechanisms. The Department finalized seessantial doctrine documents this past year
including, notably, the “capstone” doctrine con&drin “United Nations Peacekeeping Principles
and Guidelines”. The Department also continues aarprogress on the Peace Operations 2010
reform agenda.

42. During this reporting period, peacekeeping operatiprovided wide-ranging support to
peace. In Haiti, Afghanistan and the Democratic iddip of the Congo, our operations played a
key role in supporting political processes, some&vbich hovered precariously between conflict
and peace. In Kosovo, the role of the United Natimmmained key to ensuring a safe and secure
environment and stability in the region, and ouergpions adapted to the evolving situation on
the ground so as to allow regional organizationshsas the European Union to play a greater
operational role within the status-neutral framdwof Security Council resolution 1244 (1999)
and under the overall authority of the United Niagio

43. Peacekeeping operations also supported the etbbr&tate institutions to fully restore
their authority. In Lebanon, for example, the Uditéations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL)
is playing a key role in facilitating the return thie Lebanese Armed Forces to the area south of
the Litani River, and in creating conditions withits area of responsibility needed to enable
governing structures to function normally.

44. Peacekeeping operations are working with key pestteeprovide more holistic support to
national efforts in policing, the building of juséi and corrections capacity, the removal of
landmines and explosive remnants of war, and th&igdeand conduct of demobilization,
disarmament and reintegration programmes. For ebamp mid-March, an expert mission
comprising various United Nations entities and edé parties visited Timor-Leste and issued a
report (S/2008/329, annex) that made comprehemss@mmendations on policing and broader
rule-of-law and security sector reform issues. &#ihg the need to ensure early deployment of
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the police component, a Standing Police Capacity established and deployed to the United
Nations Mission in the Central African Republic a@dad (MINURCAT) to assist the Chadian
law enforcement agencies in establishing and trgiai special Chadian police element.

45. In 2008, peacekeeping operations also reinforcatkStcapacities to protect human rights
through translating international human rights d&ads into national laws, regulations and
policies. Missions advised on laws aimed at praxgdhuman rights protection in Burundi and
Sierra Leone, and also assisted in strengtheningestic judicial processes in Liberia.

46. In addition to support for our current operatiothe past year saw the deployment of two
of our most complex operations to date, namehRp&ofur and to Chad and the Central African
Republic. The ongoing deployment of these operatidras been supported by recent
peacekeeping innovations. The first Integrated @&gmwal Team at the Department of
Peacekeeping Operations Headquarters provided gufgpohe African Union-United Nations
Hybrid Operation in Darfur in developing and impleming an integrated deployment plan. It
also supported the African Union and United Nati®p&cial Envoys in their efforts to bring the
parties to the negotiating table. To assist in aark in Chad, we developed innovative
partnership arrangements with the European Union.

47. Unfortunately, our many successes to date areeartgdd by two key issues: a number of
unacceptable cases of sexual misconduct by sonmuobwn peacekeepers and a mismatch
between mandates and resources.

48. Extensive activities have been undertaken at Heatlens and in the field to prevent and
address sexual exploitation and abuse by Unitedohsmtpersonnel. These include: training,
streamlined and strengthened reporting mechaniamareness-raising and outreach activities
both for United Nations personnel and for the hospulations, a pilot campaign to address
prostitution/transactional sex, and the establisitned welfare and recreation activities. The
Secretariat and Member States have also agreedhéavanodel memorandum of understanding
with troop-contributing countries that provides theited Nations with more reliable leverage for
addressing sexual exploitation. Member States l@s@ adopted a comprehensive strategy on
assistance to victims. We need to ensure that ¢éeectariat and Member States are serious about
the issue and that action is taken as we strivaitdsvzero impunity.

49. Given the increased complexity and range of ouratpens and the difficult political and
security environments in which many operations dsployed, now more than ever the
international community must strengthen its comreittrito them. Troop and police contributions
are limited. Many Member States are already ovetddted. Yet, at the same time, the demands
being placed upon troop and police contributors #r&l Secretariat continue to rise. | urge
Member States to maintain a common purpose beh@#atgkeeping. This requires sustained
political engagement with relevant parties so thate is a peace to keep, and the provision of
necessary resources to ensure that United NatesseReeping can live up to the expectations of
it held by those most vulnerable.

3. Peacebuilding

50. Countries emerging from conflict face a unique gktthallenges and unless they are
identified and effectively addressed, these coestmcur a high risk of relapsing into violence.
Peacebuilding activities help promote peace agrasnkay the foundation for sustainable peace
and development, and address the special needsndiictaffected States. In 2006, Member
States established a new peacebuilding architeatoraprising the Peacebuilding Commission,
the Peacebuilding Support Office and the PeaceabgilBund. In the past year, these institutions
further developed their methods of extending supjmocountries emerging from conflict.
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51. The Peacebuilding Commission, supported by the dbegiding Support Office, has
demonstrated its added value in providing sustaiagéntion to the countries under its
consideration. The first two cases under its carsiion, were Burundi and Sierra Leone,
followed by Guinea-Bissau and the Central AfricaepRblic, which were referred to the
Commission in December 2007 and June 2008, respéctiin Sierra Leone, it played an
important role in assisting with the election pregewhile in Burundi, it assisted in averting a
major crisis by facilitating a dialogue between lstgkeholders who had reached a deadlock in
parliament. The Commission has further developexd peacebuilding tools for strategic
engagement, including a monitoring and tracking llmecsm to measure progress made against
the commitments contained in country-specific sgat frameworks.

52. This past year, the Peacebuilding Fund continugatdeide a crucial funding mechanism
supporting early peacebuilding initiatives. It grgd strong financial support from Member States
and recorded pledges of US$ 267 million, derivaaimfra diverse base of some 44 individual
donor countries. Significant progress has been nradtrengthening the linkages between the
Fund and the integrated strategic approaches toepadding taken by the Commission. For
instance, the designation of an initial funding e€ope for Guinea-Bissau has provided
immediate support while allowing for a better afiggnt in the long term between the Fund and
the integrated peacebuilding strategy under deliimr in the Commission.

53. In addition to providing financial support to theuntries under consideration by the
Commission, | have made active use of the Fundippart of peacebuilding efforts in countries
that are not in the current agenda of the Commssimluding the Central African Republic,
Liberia and Nepal. | have commissioned, throughRkacebuilding Support Office, an external
evaluation of the Fund for the purpose of reflegtom lessons learned during its first two years of
operation and further enhancing both its stratagtt its catalytic role.

54. Peacebuilding is not just about “bricks and mortat”is a transformative process
involving changing attitudes about how to manageflad. As dealing with the aftermath of war
can be costly, strengthening our capacity to resobnflicts earlier rather than later is among the
smartest investments we can make. For this redsam, deeply committed to strengthening our
peacebuilding institutions and ensuring that theyagptimally configured to meet evolving needs.

C. Humanitarian affairs

55. Some of the most vulnerable and “in need” poputetiaround the world are those that
have been affected by conflicts and natural disaste spite of increasing global challenges, the
humanitarian community has made significant strickedelivering accountable, predictable and
timely assistance. Nevertheless, these efforts mesttrengthened even further with additional
resources and continued reforms.

56. The unprecedented increases in food prices, cong@waliby a decades-long decline in
investment in agriculture, have reduced accesaod for hundreds of millions of people. In
response to the recent crisis, | created a Higbt€&ask Force on the Global Food Security Crisis
which has developed a Comprehensive Framework fdfoA giving us a clear road map
regarding how to address the crisis. The FrameWwaskbeen welcomed by many Member States.
United Nations organizations are meanwhile respando the urgency of the situation. For
example, the World Food Programme has raised UBH#i8n of the US$ 6 billion needed for
2008. | have set aside a reserve of US$ 100 miftiom the Central Emergency Response Fund
to help fund new humanitarian needs related toisgdood prices. In addition, the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations Hasnched a US$ 1.7 billion appeal to provide
low-income countries with seeds and other agricaltsupport.

57. The rise in the number and intensity of extremetheraevents has also been striking,
with an increasing number of the poor being aff@édig drought, floods and cyclones. In 2007,
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the United Nations launched an unprecedented IhMAapeals, 14 of which were in response to
extreme weather events in Africa, Asia and Latinekita.

58. One of the largest disasters in 2008 was Cyclomgislavhich hit Myanmar in May and
claimed the lives of tens of thousands of peoplt#) millions severely affected. This disaster and
the initial access problems for international feli®rkers highlighted the need to strengthen our
partnership with regional organizations and to waevith Governments to create operating
environments conducive to their receiving effectiassistance. The earthquake in Sichuan
Province, China, also in May 2008, illustrated hdwsaster events can surpass even the disaster
response capacities of major countries. These &vanterscored vividly once again the
importance of working closely with Governments teduce disaster risk through the
implementation of the Hyogo Framework for Actior0862015%

59. Despite the consolidation of peace and relativéilgia in Cote d’lvoire, Nepal and
Timor-Leste, a number of major internal conflictsntnue, with large numbers of civilians
requiring urgent humanitarian assistance and ptiotecForced displacement, violations of the
rules of international humanitarian law governingnduct of hostilities, sexual violence and
ensuring safe and unhindered humanitarian accesmime significant challenges for the
humanitarian community.

60. For some 36 million people affected by armed cotfiflight is the only option, either
within or across borders. At the end of 2007, therlels refugee population had reached 9.9
million people, more than half of them children.eTbverall global population of internally
displaced persons was about 26 million and rising.

61. The United Nations and its partners have increatedr efforts to address the
humanitarian situations in Afghanistan, Iraq ané tAccupied Palestinian Territories where
insecurity hinders access to many vulnerable pedpbe example, 12 months of restrictions
imposed on the movement of commercial and humaantagoods and people in and out of Gaza
have had severe consequences for the well-beitigegbopulation, 75 per cent of whom rely on
international assistance. Notwithstanding risingeturity in Afghanistan, particularly in the
southern provinces, the World Food Programme wds &b reach close to 6.8 million
beneficiaries in 2007.

62. The humanitarian community remains actively engagednumber of countries in Africa,
with some of the largest operations in the Demerifaepublic of the Congo, Somalia and the
Sudan. Darfur remains the world’s largest humaiaitaoperation, with 14,700 humanitarian aid
workers delivering assistance to 4.27 million a#ecindividuals. While the situation remains
fragile between the North and the South, approxahgal million displaced persons and refugees
have returned to the Southern Sudan.

63. The Central Emergency Response Fund, which hadidadvpredictable funding to
sudden-onset and neglected crises since its imrepti2006, exceeded the US$ 1 billion mark in
pledges at the donor conference in December 20@wdl be close to its annual grant element
target of US$ 450 million in 2008. Pledges havenbeeeived from over 90 Member States. The
Fund has distributed over US$ 800 million in overd®untries. | encourage all Member States to
continue to contribute to this effective multilakerelief capacity.

D. Human rights, rule of law, genocide prevention
and the responsibility to protect, and democracy ath good governance

64. Respecting human rights, providing justice andrtile of law, preventing genocide and
delivering on the responsibility to protect, andabishing democracy and good governance are

4 A/ICONF.206/6 and Corr.1, chap. I, resolution 2.
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core responsibilities of all Member States andhef United Nations itself. They define what it
means to deliver results for a more just world. 2@ a pivotal year for human rights: it is the
sixtieth anniversary of the adoption of the UniatiSeclaration of Human Righ#sl have called

on the entire United Nations family to strengthleeit advocacy efforts and take concrete steps to
integrate human rights into all aspects of the @igion’s work. The responsibility falls on us to
advance the original vision of the Declaration—aiom encompassing one indivisible set of
rights, inalienable to all humankind.

1. Human rights

65. This past year, | was pleased to withess the pesithpact of recent institutional reforms
in the human rights machinery, including the stteaging of the Human Rights Council, the
bolstering of the United Nations rapid responseacdp, the streamlining of existing institutions
and the adoption of new human rights instruments.

66. The Human Rights Council launched the Universalidder Review this year, and
examined the record of 32 States. The process isnportant advance for the future of the
Council and its role in the Organization’s humaghts machinery. The Council must ensure that
assessments are fair, that review processes arbdseare transparent and that nations are held
accountable for progress, stagnation or regressiomhe implementation of human rights
standards. Failure to do so could lead to dis@mastdisillusionment, as arose in the final years of
the Commission on Human Rights. Given the range somgbe of allegations of human rights
violations throughout the world, the Council musideess all such situations to ensure full
credibility.

67. Thanks to the continued strengthening of the P&éissions Support and Rapid Response
Units established in 2006, the Organization was alsle to carry out more robust emergency
missions to address unforeseen human rights sihgatn the field. Most recently, it conducted a
three-week fact-finding mission to assess allegatiof grave human rights violations committed
in the post-election period in Kenya and to gafivet-hand information from diverse sources.

68. The Rapid Response Unit is one reflection of tleeaasing human rights presence of the
United Nations on the ground. As at December 2@0B&, Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights supported 8 regiafiaddes, 11 country offices and 17 human
rights components of peace missions with 400 iatitsnal human rights officers and national
staff. The importance of this field presence shaudtl be underestimated, as our experience is
showing that the presence of United Nations hungng officers in conflict-prone environments
may act as a deterrent to would-be human rightsitars.

69. The human rights treaty bodies worked towards @&rrtharmonizing their respective
working methods, adopting changes that would atsmptement the Human Rights Council’s
Universal Periodic Review mechanism. To furtherueasstreamlining, the Committee on the
Elimination of Discrimination against Women was radvrom New York to Geneva.

70. On 13 September 2007, in a milestone move, the IGeAssembly adopted the United
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenousghesf In May 2008, the Convention on the
Rights of Persons with Disabiliti€sand the Optional Protocol ther8t@ntered into force,
providing a full range of reporting, complaint anduiry mechanisms.

71. We are embarking on a new era in human rights. Nbe&ore have we generated such
wide international acceptance of and consensusuomah rights standards. We have expanded

5 General Assembly resolution 217 A (lll).

6 General Assembly resolution 61/295, annex.
7 General Assembly resolution 61/106, annex |.
8 |bid., annex II.

20



and strengthened our tools and mechanisms for ororgtand encouraging compliance. Now, let
us use our institutions and tools to deliver restdt all people, everywhere.

2. Rule of law

72. The United Nations has reaffirmed repeatedly th&reéty of the rule of law to human
development and the maintenance of peace and secithie demand for our assistance in this
area continues to grow, with the United Nationgesysnow working in over 80 countries to help
States translate international legal standards m&tional legislation and to support the
development of constitutions, justice instituticared legal frameworks. Yet, we continue to face
numerous challenges. For example, in many countties culture of impunity and lack of
accountability, even for the most serious inteoral crimes, gravely undermines the rule of law.

73. This year, the United Nations system made prognesstrengthening its rule-of-law
capacity, and in enhancing system-wide coordinasiod coherence, particularly in conflict and
post-conflict environments. | have also sought toergythen the Organization’s policy
development and coordination capacity by estaligslai Rule of Law Unit to support the Rule of
Law Coordination and Resource Group which ensuoéerence of rule-of-law activities within
the United Nations system. | am pleased to obst#rat Member States, in General Assembly
resolution 62/70, expressed their support for tee mule-of-law arrangements and | anticipate
that the reinvigorated common approach that thexaack will improve the quality of the rule-of-
law assistance that we provide to Member States.

3. Genocide prevention and the responsibility to protet

74. The concept of the responsibility to protect waderoed by the 2005 World Summit and
has been endorsed by both the General Assemblyhan8ecurity Council. It is sustained by the
positive and affirmative vision of sovereignty assponsibility and rests on three pillars: the
affirmation of Member States that they have a prinead continuing legal obligation to protect
their populations from genocide, war crimes, etlol@ansing and crimes against humanity, and
from their incitement; the acceptance by MembeteStaf their responsibility to respond in a
timely and decisive manner, in accordance withGharter of the United Nations, to help protect
populations from the four types of crimes descrilabdve; and the commitment of the United
Nations system to assist States in meeting thesigatibns. This past year, | instructed the
Organization to begin to take the initial stepsetsure that the system has the flexibility and
capacity to help Member States meet their commitsadnook forward to seeing this capacity
institutionalized towards the end of the year.

4. Democracy and good governance

75. While democracy has made gains in many regionse thave been important setbacks, as
witnessed by the failure of some States to confiteetand fair elections, the adoption of states of
emergency, increased restrictions on the indepexedehthe media, and crackdowns on political
and civil liberties. Experience has shown us thsttegiard for democratic principles poses serious
security, economic and social challenges whichnoftanscend national borders. For this reason,
the role of the United Nations in strengthening deratic institutions and practices is inseparable
from its work in promoting peace and security, degment and human rights.

76. Highlights in the past year of the work of the WditNations in this area included support
to the Constituent Assembly process in Nepal anti¢celectoral authorities of Sierra Leone. Of
course, just as democracy entails more than etecto is electoral assistance only one means by
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which the United Nations helps to promote democratye Organization also provided support
through programmes fostering good governance pescnd democratic institutions.

77. The United Nations Democracy Fund (UNDEF) providssistance to governmental, non-
governmental, national, regional and internatioonafanizations, including relevant United
Nations departments, offices, funds, programmesageahcies, in funding projects that build and
strengthen democratic institutions, promote humights and ensure the participation of all
groups in democratic processes. The Fund has estapproximately US$ 90 million to date. It
had launched its second call for project proposal2007 and received a total of 1,873
applications from 137 countries, 85.9 per cent dficlw were submitted by civil society
organizations. In mid-May 2008, 86 projects werpraped.

78. | call on Member States to recommit themselves tompting democracy on 15
September, the newly established International @dyemocracy at the United Nations.

E. System-wide coherence

79. In the past year, Member States—through the 20&fnial comprehensive policy
review—have renewed their guidance to the Unitetddda system with a view to its becoming
more coherent, efficient and effective at countggional and global levels. This and other
guidance from Member States, including through é¢mgoing informal consultations in the
General Assembly on system-wide coherence, contmdeect our work in this area.

80. | am pleased to report that the “Delivering as Oméiative—launched in January 2007
upon the request of Governments in eight pilot toes—has started to yield some important
results and lessons. It has reaffirmed that natiavenership and leadership are essential
components of increased coherence. It is cleartb®gtUnited Nations system can maximize its
support for national priorities only through theopess of working together, leveraging more
effectively its respective capacities and experfidgere are encouraging signs that, in the pilot
countries, Governments have experienced improvatetdiNations delivery of programmes and
reduced transaction costs.

81. At Headquarters level, the United Nations Developm@&roup continued to develop
guidance on national ownership in the programmimgc@ss, harmonized policies and
procedures, training to upgrade the skills of Whilations country teams, and improvement in
the selection and accountability of, and suppodvigled to, resident coordinators. It also
significantly enhanced coherence of response itr@@ss situations. Another major step towards
improved United Nations system coordination was dkeeision in 2007 to formally make the
United Nations Development Group a third pillartio¢ United Nations System Chief Executives
Board for Coordination in order to ensure completagty and reduce overlap between the two
coordination bodies. This streamlining will resultimportant improvements in United Nations
internal coordination and system-wide coherenceé, &ill ultimately improve United Nations
support to Member States.

82. Finally, as part of a continuing effort to ensurdficeency and coherence in
communications, the United Nations Communicatiomsup (UNCG) brings together United
Nations system organizations, including funds, peognes and specialized agencies, with the
Department of Public Information of the United Nais Secretariat and the Executive Office of
the Secretary-General. The Groups exist at thetoplgvel in over 80 countries. Over the past
year, this Group contributed to developing and empnting communications strategies,
including the crafting and dissemination of cohémm@ssages and information products, on the
Millennium Development Goals, climate change ane sixtieth anniversary of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, among other concerns.
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Chapter Il
Securing global goods

83. The United Nations is uniquely placed to lead therlevin responding to twenty-first
century threats that transcend borders, threatealhgations and all peoples. As | scan the
immediate horizon, | perceive four issues that Vathin this category of challenges: climate
change, counter-terrorism, disarmament and nonfgration, and global health. | am convinced
that the United Nations, with its global reach,iiegacy and unique ability to convene both State
and non-State actors, has a vital role to playnsuang that nations come together to secure the
associated global goods for future generations.

A. Climate change

84. Climate change has been among my top prioritiesesirbecame Secretary-General. | am
delighted to report that last year, the United diadi Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
shared the Nobel Peace Prize with Al Gore, formere\President of the United States of
America. The Nobel Prize Committee recognized timsportant body’s long-standing
commitment to improving our knowledge concerningnr@ade climate change, and its efforts
towards laying the foundations for the measuresat@needed to counteract such change.

85. On 24 September 2007, | convened a high-level emerdiimate change in New York on
the margins of the General Assembly which brouggether 80 world leaders to discuss how to
address climate change and galvanize support f@maihg the negotiations.

86. This meeting set the tone for the United Nationsaspred climate talks in December of
last year where Member States reached an impataeement on climate change, including the
adoption of the Bali road map setting out the pssc®r developing a new global agreement to
help confront climate change. Subsequent negatistiave been designed to develop a shared
vision for a long-term global goal of reducing esms; promote national/international action on
mitigation and adaptation; encourage technologyeliggment and transfer; and provide
developing countries with the financial resources anvestment required for addressing
environmental challenges. The negotiating processirtues this year with an important session
of the Conference of the Parties to the United dtatiFramework Convention on Climate Change
to be held in Pozma Poland, in December, and is set to culminatenragreed outcome in
Copenhagen in 2009.

87. The Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) provides adgexample of how the United
Nations can harness the power of the market. Tia¢ traded volume in the global carbon market
rose from US$ 31 billion in 2006 to US$ 64 billion2007. The Clean Development Mechanism
now boasts over 1,000 registered projects in 4hicms all over the world. Various United
Nations organizations are supporting countries lioatening the geographical reach of the
Mechanism, and in increasing the sustainable dpwstot benefits in addition to that of
producing reductions in emissions.

88. | am pleased to observe the coordinated way in lwiie United Nations has come
together to work with nations on adaptation andhetping to mainstream climate change into
policy and development plans. One good example usfwork to date is the Nairobi Work
Programme on impacts, vulnerability and adaptatioGlimate Change coordinated by secretariat
of the United Nations Framework Convention on Clen@hange. This programme, launched by
the intergovernmental process, brings together dM@ United Nations entities and other
organizations to promote adaptation assessmenplamnding, to incorporate adaptation into all
relevant policy areas and to foster assistanceveldping countries in line with their needs.
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89. Another example is the Nairobi Framework to supplesteloping countries’ participation
in the Clean Development Mechanism (CDM). This tfomffort of the United Nations
Environment Programme, the United Nations Develapnirogramme, the secretariat of the
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate @&nthe Economic Commission for
Africa, the African Development Bank and the WdBdnk has made substantial progress. Partner
agencies are also working together on the orgaaorzaf the first-ever African Carbon Forum,
which will be held in Dakar in September 2008 pdivg an excellent opportunity to keep up the
positive momentum of the Clean Development MechmanisAfrica.

90. At the United Nations, | have determined that th@npfor renovating our New York
Headquarters should follow strict environmentaldglines, including the reduction of our carbon
footprint. | have asked the chief executives of @hited Nations programmes, funds and
specialized agencies to move swiftly towards clemautrality in their operations.

91. We are also redoubling our efforts to communicheerhessages on climate change to the
public. The message of World Environment Day fo®&0bearing the slogan “Kick the habit!
towards a low-carbon economy”, has been that outdwis in the grip of a dangerous carbon
habit which is causing the build-up of significagreenhouse gases in the atmosphere. These in
turn are contributing to climate change. The sohlutrequires widespread changes in the
behaviour and action of individuals, business andganments.

B. Global health

92. There is growing political awareness that healtfureddamental to economic growth and
development, and that threats to health can comipeoancountry’s stability and security.

93. In recent years, there has been an unprecedergedirripublic and private funding
directed towards health challenges. Bilateral aad Increased substantially, and so have the
budgets of major health-related United Nations oizgtions such as the World Health
Organization, the United Nations Children’s Furite tUnited Nations Population Fund, the Joint
United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) antetWorld Bank, as well as those of
major global health partnerships. Private philamplgrand the corporate sector have scaled up
action and become full partners with Governmenid aon-governmental organizations in the
delivery of care in poor countries. Numerous coysed initiatives have been set in motion,
spearheaded primarily by Norway, the United KingdoinGreat Britain and Northern Ireland,
France and Canada.

94. Within this new global health sphere, the Unitedidies system has been able to make
significant progress on several fronts. As highigghin Chapter Il, section A, above, these
include the fight against diseases like measlespatidmyelitis and specific tropical diseases, as
well as malaria and HIV/AIDS. However, significanthallenges remain. Inadequate
advancements in meeting the health Goals have laegaly due to deficient health systems,
threats to health security posed by pandemic intaeand other emerging diseases, and profound
inequities in health, as well as the failure totpcd the poor from ill health and insufficient hibal
expenditures.

95. The growing number of initiatives and partnershiypkich offer a critical new opportunity
and challenge, are welcome but have thus far fadegenerate cohesive and coherent action. The
United Nations health-related organizations, namiblg World Health Organization, the United
Nations Children’s Fund, the United Nations Popatat~und and UNAIDS, have reached out
and partnered with the World Bank, the Global FtmBight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, the
Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunization ame Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation to
enhance dialogue and coordination. The creatiothisfgroup, the so-called H8, represents an
encouraging step towards achieving increased coberamong key players inside and outside
the United Nations system.
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96. In order to push for decisive and coherent actidmve convened the leaders of United
Nations-related entities and prominent non-Unitedtidhs figures from foundations, the private
sector, civil society and academia to explore nepootunities in global health, discuss the
strategic role of the United Nations in shaping fimeire of global health, and focus on critical
priorities, in particular building functioning aradfordable health systems, advancing progress on
women’s health, especially maternal health, andhipgsfor action on addressing neglected
tropical diseases.

97. Upcoming intergovernmental meetings such as thén##gel Event on the Millennium
Development Goals and the Follow-up Internationahf€rence on Financing for Development
to Review the Implementation of the Monterrey Caorsses, to be held at Doha in November-
December 2008, will offer opportunities to push &mtion on this front, and | encourage all
stakeholders to continue to build on the current@atum in order to finally end the senseless
suffering.

C. Countering terrorism

98. The threat of terrorism to international peaceusgcand development is significant and
affects people in every part of the world. The BdiNations has itself suffered terrorism-related
losses, most recently in the wake of the 11 Decer2@@7 attack on the United Nations offices in
Algiers. My thoughts are with the victims and théaved ones, whose sacrifice will be
remembered.

99. The two-year review of the implementation of theitgddh Nations Global Counter-
Terrorism Strategy, which will be held in SeptemB@08, provides us with an opportunity to
recommit ourselves to combating this scourge. Tinat&yy, drafted and adopted by the General
Assembly in 2006, lays out concrete measures &paeding to the conditions conducive to the
spread of terrorism, preventing and combating tesmo in all its forms, strengthening the
individual and collective capacity of States and thnited Nations to do so, and ensuring the
protection of human rights and the rule of law. Haeption of the Strategy has demonstrated the
important role that the United Nations can plagumbing this threat, but only its implementation
will solidify our relevance in this area. The pogtreports coming out of the various meetings of
the Assembly on the Strategy inspire me with cariwe in our ability to succeed.

100. The main responsibility for implementing the Steptefalls on Member States.
Nonetheless, various Secretariat departments, a@ec agencies and United Nations funds and
programmes contribute to this important endeavouadividually, collectively and with partners.
In Tunis, in November 2007, the United Nations,paxtnership with the Organization of the
Islamic Conference and its Islamic Educational,e8tfic and Cultural Organization, held an
International Conference on Terrorism: Dimensioi$jreats and Countermeasures. The
United Nations also collaborated with Member Stated regional organizations in holding, in
May 2007, the Vienna Symposium to Discuss PractMabsures to Implement the United
Nations Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy.

101. The United Nations Counter-Terrorism Implementatibask Force, which brings
together 24 entities of the United Nations systbas worked on system-wide implementation
efforts and provided implementation support to Mem8tates. The Task Force has established
nine working groups in areas of the Strategy whmyerdination and cooperation across the
United Nations system can add value. The topic sanealude the link between conflict
prevention/resolution and terrorism, radicalizataord extremism that lead to terrorism, victims
of terrorism, prevention/response to attacks inmglwveapons of mass destruction, financing of
terrorism, use of the Internet for terrorist puggsprotection of vulnerable targets, and protactio
of human rights while countering terrorism. In duotdi, the Task Force is also working to
enhance the ability of the United Nations to helpon their request, interested Member States
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implement the Strategy in an integrated manneraviaser-friendly interface with the United
Nations system.

102. | have also asked the Department of Safety andrBgdo focus on prevention and
mitigation measures relating to United Nations penel operating in hostile environments. At
the same time, preventive measures depend onféatied cooperation of Member States. In its
resolution 59/276 (of 23 December 2004), the Gdresaembly emphasized that “the primary
responsibility for ensuring the safety and securitynited Nations staff and premises rests with
the host country”. Accordingly, the United Natiossengaged in renewed dialogue to determine
where enhanced cooperation and coordination widit-bountry authorities can be achieved. This
work has been given additional impetus by the mecur statements of extremist groups
threatening to target humanitarian organizatioms.February of this year, | appointed an
Independent Panel on Safety and Security of Urlitations Personnel and Premises Worldwide,
headed by Lakhdar Brahimi and composed of intesnatiexperts in the field. Its report, released
in June, recognizes that risk management is naistamtly understood or applied by all actors. It
calls for a review of the size of the United Nasicstaff presence and the manner in which the
system does business in light of security constaers. | am carefully examining the report and
will be taking follow-up action. As a first steppndon the recommendation of the report, | have
suggested establishing an independent accounyapilitcedure to review the responsibilities of
the key individuals and offices concerned in thg@ié&ls attack. | am committed to working
towards ensuring a safer and better environmenthierOrganization in the pursuit of its noble
tasks.

103. Strategic partnerships among Member States, theetiNations system, regional and
subregional organizations and civil society remaurcial in the fight against terrorism. We must
continue to work together to implement the Unitedtibhs Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy
and, through our efforts, to create a more seconow

D. Disarmament and non-proliferation

104. The risks inherent in the very existence of weapohsnass destruction, especially
nuclear weapons, are universally recognized. | erak recent initiatives aimed at achieving a
world free of nuclear weapons, as well as redustiminnuclear arsenals and reduced reliance on
nuclear weapons. However, further reductions iatsgjic and non-strategic stockpiles, greater
transparency, de-alerting and a diminished role foclear weapons in security policies are
needed.

105. The year 2008 marks the fortieth anniversary ofdpening for signature of the Treaty
on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapdh$he Treaty must be strengthened and trust in it
must be rebuilt, as part of a broader process affinming the rule of law as well as the
importance of multilateralism. Preparations for #8840 Review Conference of the Parties to the
Treaty are proceeding satisfactorily.

106. | support efforts for a peaceful political solutioegarding concerns over the nuclear
programme of the Islamic Republic of Iran and uttge implementation of all measures to build
confidence in its exclusively peaceful nature.

107. | am encouraged by the continued determination effiakts by States to bring the
Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty into forces@m as possible. | am pleased to report
progress in the implementation of the Conventiontba Prohibition of the Development,
Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Bigical) and Toxin Weapons and on Their
Destruction'© States parties have developed a focused prograommeational, regional and

9 General Assembly resolution 2373 (XXII) of 12 JU®68, annex; see also United Natioheaty Seriesvol. 729, No. 10485.
10 United NationsTreaty Seriesvol. 1015, No. 14860.
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international measures to improve biosafety andsdmarity. To support these activities, an
Implementation Support Unit has been set up withan Office for Disarmament Affairs of the
United Nations Secretariat.

108. Efforts continue in the Conference on Disarmamentovercome the long-standing
deadlock over its priorities. In January 2008, gad Members to forestall arms races, reduce
tensions and free resources for achieving the Nhilem Development Goals. Successful
negotiations on a fissile material ban and substamtiscussions on preventing the placement of
weapons in outer space, nuclear disarmament angrityeassurances depend on high-level
leadership and political support.

109. Controlling conventional weapons remains central United Nations disarmament
efforts. | have reinforced the United Nations Cowmating Action on Small Arms mechanism
under which standards on small arms control are lo@wg developed. Strong calls to address the
humanitarian impact of cluster munitions have barswered with the adoption in May of the
Convention on Cluster Munitions.

110. The revitalization of multilateral disarmament eféo is within reach. Full
implementation of existing multilateral disarmamemd non-proliferation agreements and the
achievement of their universality remain a majoallgnge. Strengthening existing regional
mechanisms and developing effective partnershipaccordance with chapter VIl of the Charter
of the United Nations, would help bolster prograsd unlock the current disarmament stalemate.

111. The establishment of the Office for Disarmamentakf of the United Nations
Secretariat in 2007 increased the advocacy poteafitthe Organization. Under the leadership of
its High Representative, the Office has effectivetgmoted greater awareness of the challenges
posed by disarmament and non-proliferation anddmmanced its engagement and cooperation
with Member States, intergovernmental organizatemms civil society.

Chapter IV
Creating a stronger United Nations through full acountability

112. In order to deliver on the increasing demands forservices, we need a stronger, more
effective and modern Organization. Based on masdatgeed by world leaders at the 2005
World Summit and subsequent General Assembly maadatd changes made by the Secretary-
General, a large number of wide-ranging reformshare being implemented.

113. In order to strengthen the Organization’s overaetlaantability framework, | have called
for the establishment of a new accountability cocbpeith senior managers. | am committed to
ensuring that there is accountability within theci®¢ariat, flowing both ways between me, to
senior managers, and staff. | am also taking stegsrengthen the Secretariat’s accountability to
Member States for ensuring that the Organizatiowei managed, upholding individual and
collective integrity, and delivering results.

114. | am asking Member States to be accountable t@®tiganization and to each other, by
providing sufficient political, financial and humasasources to implement the mandates given and
by living up to their intergovernmental commitments

115. Further, | hope that over the next few years we aliilwork, the Secretariat and Member
States included, on increasing our accountabiitshe global public, in whose name we all serve,
and to those we are assisting at the country I&gsglountability goes beyond answering to those
who have delegated authority to us: it also meahk#:g into account the interests of those
affected by our actions.
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A. The Secretariat, the intergovernmental machinery,
regional organizations, and global constituencies

116. When | took my oath of office, | promised to breatiew life into the Secretariat. In my
address to the General Assembly last Septembgokiesof building a stronger United Nations for
a better world. | am taking steps to reform ther&gciat, and | am also committed to working
with Member States to ensure that our intergovemalemachinery meets the changing and
growing demands on the United Nations today.

1. The Secretariat

117. To enable us to do the job expected of us, we magt a strong, empowered Secretariat
that has a management infrastructure built arowhéeaing results. For this reason, | proposed a
new accountability architecture, including the fufiplementation of results-based management
and enterprise risk management. A results-baseageament approach requires managers to state
clearly what they intend to achieve and to aligairttstaff and financial resources with these
goals. It will also require managers themselvesmionitor and evaluate their programmes
regularly and systematically in order to identifyoplems and take corrective actions so as to
increase the likelihood of delivering the intendessults. To this end, the senior managers’
compacts, which are shared with staff, continugrnovide a transparent means for reflecting
goals, highlighting priorities and assessing whetbsults have been achieved.

118. As the Secretariat becomes less Headquarters-laaskehore operational, it will require
different skill sets among its staff. Anticipategtirements—for example, 23.3 per cent of staff at
the Director level will retire in the next threeays—offer an opportunity to update the staff
profile to better meet emerging needs. To this ehd, Secretariat is proactively conducting
workforce planning, improving its recruitment preses, and proposing contract terms and
conditions of service that will increase the likelod of attracting and retaining high-calibre staff
Staff mobility is essential to producing a moresatile and multi-skilled workforce which can
rise to today’s complex challenges. | am committednsuring that gender equality is given high
priority in our staffing policies.

119. The Secretariat is also making itself more resp@ndo the needs of the field by
reforming its procurement policies and procedutasmprehensive guidelines and controls will
be implemented. Professionalism is being enharnwedigh intensified training and better use of
technology, with strengthened emphasis on ethiddramsparency.

120. The new system of the administration of justicerappd by the General Assembly in
2007 will further advance the goal of accountapidnd better management in dealing with
internal employment-related disputes. A strengtbenetegrated Office of the Ombudsman,
which includes a Mediation Division, will form aitcal “informal” pillar in this system,
identifying and resolving problems at the earliegportunity, thereby averting time-consuming
and costly formal adjudication. The new internaltice system is anticipated to be in place by
January 2009.

121. Taking full advantage of information and communimas$ technology (ICT) is central to
improving efficiency and effectiveness and streegthg accountability. Since August 2007, the
Chief Information Technology Officer has spearhehtltee drive for a strong and unified ICT
strategy. One important effort under way entailgoiducing an enterprise resource planning
(ERP) system to replace the current Integrated Meament Information System. The goal is to
build an integrated global information system thapports the effective management of human,
financial and physical resources, while also inooaging streamlined processes and best
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practices. The ERP system, when implemented, Jslb @&nable the Organization’s planned
adoption of, and compliance with, the InternatidPablic Sector Accounting Standards.

122. To further enhance performance and responsivenledsave also placed greater
Secretariat-wide emphasis on documentation deliverg timely, cost-effective manner. In its
pursuit of greater efficiencies, the Department fGeneral Assembly and Conference
Management of the United Nations Secretariat cagraneeting of conference managers from
the United Nations system in June to explore tlasibality of applying the “Delivering as One”
concept to the area of conference servicing andagement. In order to meet our multilingual
mandate, maximize cost-effectiveness and ensurbigfiest standards of quality in the delivery
of language and conference services, it is crdolaus to join forces with our United Nations
system partners to pool scarce conference-serviesgurces and to coordinate efforts in the area
of recruitment of language staff.

123. Although many of these management reforms are ieaaly stage and have not yet had
time to bear full fruit, the Secretariat is in fadteady seeing positive results. For example, the
Department of Management’s 2007 client satisfacsi@aff survey showed substantial increases in
favourable responses to questions regarding imprewés in efficiency of delivery of services
(up 11 per cent from 2006), the streamlining amajpdification of rules and processes (up 10 per
cent from 2006) and the ability to access infororatirom the Department of Management in a
timely manner (up 11 per cent from 2006).

2. Intergovernmental machinery

124. The international political environment has changggnificantly since the United
Nations was founded, and in this context | attackagimportance to the reform of the Security
Council. | share Member States’ growing recognitibkat there is no perfect solution and
welcome their discussions on the possibility oérmtediate or interim solutions.

125. | am following with interest efforts by the Genefalsembly aimed at modernization and
at increasing its effectiveness. Holding interaetilebates on current issues of critical importance
to the international community like climate changbe Millennium Development Goals,
management reform, human security and human tkaffichas succeeded in stimulating valuable
discussion and underscoring the importance ofuthigersal forum.

126. In order to provide more opportunity for direct Baage, in the past year | began to brief
the General Assembly periodically on my most re@ativities. These informal meetings of the
plenary have allowed for an interactive engagemétit Member States, thereby providing an
important additional tool for enhancing dialogugnsparency and accountability. | intend to
continue this important practice.

127. Reforms proposed by Member States at the 2005 Wedchmit to strengthen the
effectiveness of the Economic and Social Councilpmmoting a global partnership for
development continued to be institutionalized iN0D0Most notably, during the high-level
segment of its substantive session, the Coundil itelfirst Development Cooperation Forum and
its second annual ministerial review. The Developim@ooperation Forum discussed “how to
make development cooperation more coherent and reffeetive” and developed valuable
strategic input to the Doha Review Conference amaiting for Development and the Accra
High-level Forum on Aid Effectiveness. During thenaal ministerial review, eight countries—
developing and developed—reported on the progtessthad made towards achieving the goals
and targets of the United Nations development ageMinisterial round tables addressed the
guestion how to put the world on a sustainable ldgveent path. | welcome and encourage an
energized Council and look forward to its recomnatimchs on measures that the international
community can take to improve implementation ofeagr development goals and promote
sustainable development.
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3. Cooperation with regional organizations

128. From the highest political level on down to theldjethe United Nations and regional
organizations are strengthening their partnerstdpd working more closely than ever in
responding to the challenges of peacekeeping, pesddeg and post-conflict peacebuilding.

129. The Ten-Year Capacity-Building Programme frames gnawing partnership with the
African Union, the importance of which was alsdeefed in the debate in the Security Council
on my report on the relationship between the UnNidions and regional organizations in the
maintenance of international peace and securitO(/186). An important illustration is
provided today in Darfur, where joint efforts arader way with the African Union both in
peacekeeping and in promoting the political process

130. In Asia, the United Nations and the AssociatiorSofitheast Asian Nations joined forces
to respond to the emergency needs of Myanmar faligwropical cyclone Nargis. In November
2007, the United Nations and the Organization eflgilamic Conference undertook a joint effort
to further the fight against terrorism. The Tunign@rence, mentioned in paragraph 100 above,
provided an excellent opportunity to discuss anddbunderstanding of the United Nations
Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy as implementagfforts pick up. The United Nations also
cooperated with the European Commission in impleémgrthe European Union and Central Asia
Strategy for a New Partnership, as well as with iihero-American General Secretariat in
organizing the policy dialogue of Heads of Statesoaial cohesion during the Seventeenth Ibero-
American Summit held in Santiago in November 2007.

131. There is clear political recognition that regiosalias a component of multilateralism is
necessary and feasible. | am optimistic that aecéffe sharing of responsibilities for peace and
security between international and regional orgaions, particularly in Africa, is now within
reach.

B. Global constituencies
1. Strengthening partnerships with civil society

132. | am happy to report that not only has civil sogeengagement with the work of the
United Nations increased but it may also becomeemesults-oriented, as reflected in targeted
engagement on key thematic issues like developnmemban rights and climate change. It has
become a well-established practice for the Gerfesaémbly to conduct interactive hearings with
representatives of non-governmental organizationd, society and the private sector during all
major United Nations conferences.

133. The number of civil society organizations involved development work that were
granted consultative status with the Economic amcieb Council increased by 136 over the past
year, from 3,051 in 2007 to 3,187 at the presen¢ tin 2008. Their active participation in multi-
stakeholder dialogues on financing for developnserd sustainable development enriched both
discussions and was reflected in the outcomestefgavernmental meetings in these areas. There
are 1,664 non-governmental organizations associaittdthe Department of Public Information
of the United Nations Secretariat that supporimission to make the public around the world
better aware of the work of the Organization.

134. Human rights were a major focus of innovative panships initiated with civil society.
For the first time, the annual DPI/NGO Conferensescheduled to be held outside United
Nations Headquarters; the Conference will be helBaris, home to the signing of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights. The theme of the Suaper 2008 event is “Reaffirming human
rights for all: the Universal Declaration at 60'h&d Holocaust and the United Nations Outreach
Programme initiated groundbreaking collaboratiorthwpublic institutions in arranging four
regional seminars designed to enhance the capaicltcal staff at United Nations information
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centres worldwide to help “mobilize civil societgrfHolocaust remembrance and education, in
order to help to prevent future acts of genocide”.

135. A new outreach programme on “Remembrance of Victiofs Slavery and the
Transatlantic Slave Trade” has been establisheturieg participation by a number of civil
society groups, including academic institutionslladmration with which is also the focus of
initiatives launched this year to invigorate parsgp.

136. Collaboration between civil society and the Unitddtions continued in support of
internationally agreed development goals. In th&ari8 Up and Speak Out against Poverty”
initiative, United Nations information centres wetkwith the Millennium Campaign Office and
civil society to promote awareness of the MillermilDevelopment Goals. An estimated 43
million people participated worldwide.

2. Engaging the business community

137. The business community is an increasingly importpattner in achieving United
Nations goals, particularly those related to susiialie development, including climate change and
peace and conflict. For example, in February 2@068,Organization hosted the Third Investor
Summit on Climate Risk through which public treassir institutional investors and financial
services firms pledged to invest $10 billion owego tyears in clean technologies.

138. Almost all United Nations organizations, funds grdgrammes have staff dedicated to
working with business in a wide range of engagemehdditionally, the United Nations Global
Compact, through its thousands of business paattgolocated in over 120 countries, is a source
of significant avenues for the advancement of WhiNations principles in business communities
globally, particularly in developing countries.

139. The United Nations has taken concrete steps toeaser the effectiveness and
accountability of the Organization’s growing retaiships with business. This February, the
Organization launched a review of the “Guidelinesween the United Nations and the Business
Community” to reflect experiences across the Omgion. Also under way is the development
of a new United Nations-business website which tatter facilitate identification of partners.
Additionally, the “Partnership Assessment Tool” ate Business Guide to Partnering with
NGOs and the United Nations: Report 2007/20@8e both released in the past year.

140. Achieving United Nations goals, especially the Btilhium Development Goals, will
require more and deeper collaboration with the gteévsector. The September 2008 High-level
Event on the Goals will include the business comitgun discussions on necessary steps to be
taken to accelerate their achievement. Additionpparstunities to increase and enhance
engagement with the private sector must be explatdatie broad organizational level and also
within individual organizations, funds and prograesn

Chapter V
Conclusion

141. The United Nations is situated at the nexus of sofithe most important and complex
issues facing the world at present. Today, more #wer, thanks to its universal membership and
global reach, the United Nations can effect posigflobal change, making the world a safer, more
prosperous and more just place for all people. igumy tenure, | am committed to seizing this
opportunity and ensuring that we work with all pais to not only deliver results to those most
in need but also help the world address the gltbalats through securing global goods. These
goals will not be reached, however, unless fulloactability becomes both our organizing
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principle and our operational guideline. We mudtetaecisive action and allow the good of
humanity to be our beacon call. | believe we cdivelea better world to future generations, and,
indeed, to this generation. | look forward to waoikiwith all Member States towards meeting this
awesome and crucial challenge.

Annex

Millennium Development Goals,
targets and indicators, 2008: statistical tables
Goal 1
Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger

Target 1.A
Halve, between 1990 and 2015, the proportion of pp® whose income is
less than one dollar a day

Indicator 1.1
Proportion of population living below $1 purchasingpower parity (PPP) per day
(no new global or regional data are yet available)

Indicator 1.2
Poverty gap ratio
(no new global or regional data are yet available)

Indicator 1.3
Share of poorest quintile in national consumption
(Percentage)

2008
Northern Africa 6.1
Sub-Saharan Africa 3.6
Latin America and the Caribbean 2.9
Eastern Asia 4.3
Southern Asia 7.4
South-Eastern Asia 5.7
Western Asia 6.2
Commonwealth of Independent States 7.0
Transition countries in South-Eastern Europe 8.2

®High-income economies, as defined by the World Bark excluded.
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Target 1.B
Achieve full and productive employment and decent wrk for all, including
women and young people

Indicator 1.4
Growth rate of gross domestic product (GDP) per peson employed
(a) Annual growth rate of GDP per person employed

(Percentage)
1997 2007
World 25 3.3
Developing regions 3.6 5.5
Northern Africa -1.4 2.6
Sub-Saharan Africa 0.5 35
Latin America and the Caribbean 14 2.9
Eastern Asia 7.1 8.5
Southern Asia 2.2 5.4
South-Eastern Asia 2.4 3.6
Western Asia 2.8 2.2
Oceania -5.8 1.2
Commonwealth of Independent States 2.9 6.4
Commonwealth of Independent States, Asia 1.3 9.8
Commonwealth of Independent States, Europe 34 6.1
Developed regions 2.2 2.1
Transition countries in South-Eastern Europe -3.6 6.4
Least developed countries 1.8 4.5
Landlocked developing countries 1.4 4.8
Small island developing States 2.0 3.2
#Preliminary data.
(b) GDP per person employed
(2000 United States dollars (PPP))
1997 2007
World 16 223 20 489
Developing regions 8 126 11 837
Northern Africa 14 495 16 487
Sub-Saharan Africa 4544 5348
Latin America and the Caribbean 17 906 19 459
Eastern Asia 6 795 13 667
Southern Asia 6 067 8974
South-Eastern Asia 8 267 9789
Western Asia 23022 25 850
Oceania 6 822 6 733
Commonwealth of Independent States 11 143 18 465
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(b)

1997 2007
Commonwealth of Independent States, Asia 5480 10982
Commonwealth of Independent States, Europe 12 739 20 965
Developed regions 53 109 63 292
Transition countries in South-Eastern Europe 1a 01 18 332
Least developed countries 2775 3598
Landlocked developing countries 3618 4 842
Small island developing States 14 963 18 645
#Preliminary data.
Indicator 1.5
Employment-to-population ratio
Total
(Percentage)
1997 2000 2007
World 62.6 62.2 61.7
Developing regions 64.8 64.1 63.2
Northern Africa 43.6 43.2 45.9
Sub-Saharan Africa 67.8 67.1 66.8
Latin America and the Caribbean 59.0 59.3 60.0
Eastern Asia 74.9 73.9 719
Southern Asia 57.6 57.2 56.4
South-Eastern Asia 67.2 66.7 66.4
Western Asia 48.1 47.7 48.3
Oceania 68.2 68.9 70.0
Commonwealth of Independent States 54.9 53.9 56.2
Commonwealth of Independent States, Asia 57.0 57.3 58.7
Commonwealth of Independent States, Europe 54.3 52.9 55.4
Developed regions 56.1 56.6 56.3
Transition countries in South-Eastern Europe 54.3 52.3 49.8
Least developed countries 70.5 70.1 69.4
Landlocked developing countries 67.7 67.9 68.5
Small island developing States 56.2 57.8 58.6
#Preliminary data.
Men, women and youth, 2007
(Percentage)
Men Women Youth
World 74.3 49.1 47.8
Developing regions 77.1 49.1 48.9
Northern Africa 70.0 221 27.8
Sub-Saharan Africa 78.9 55.1 54.8
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Men Women Youth
Latin America and the Caribbean 73.7 47.1 44.4
Eastern Asia 78.4 65.2 63.0
Southern Asia 77.6 34.1 41.9
South-Eastern Asia 78.2 54.9 47.0
Western Asia 69.9 249 33.9
Oceania 73.8 66.2 56.3
Commonwealth of Independent States 63.0 50.4 35.0
Commonwealth of Independent States, Asia 65.6 52.4 37.4
Commonwealth of Independent States, Europe 62.1 49.8 33.9
Developed regions 63.9 49.0 44,1
Transition countries in South-Eastern Europe 56.1 44.0 26.6
Least developed countries 82.2 57.7 58.7
Landlocked developing countries 77.7 59.6 57.0
Small island developing States 72.1 455 425
®Preliminary data.
Indicator 1.6
Proportion of employed people living below $1 (PPPper day
(Percentage)
1997 2007
World 24.2 16.4
Developing regions 30.6 20.4
Northern Africa 3.0 1.3
Sub-Saharan Africa 55.5 514
Latin America and the Caribbean 11.6 8.0
Eastern Asia 18.8 8.7
Southern Asia 51.5 315
South-Eastern Asia 241 13.3
Western Asia 29 5.4
Oceania 229 21.6
Commonwealth of Independent States 6.5 15
Commonwealth of Independent States, Asia 11.0 5.8
Commonwealth of Independent States, Europe 5.2 0.0
Developed regions 0.2 0.1
Transition countries in South-Eastern Europe 3.8 2.3
Least developed countries 51.8 47.0
Landlocked developing countries 43.5 37.1
Small island developing States 18.7 20.3

#Preliminary data.
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(b)

Indicator 1.7
Proportion of own-account and contributing family workers in total employment
Both sexes

(Percentage)

36

1997 2007
52.8 49.9
Developing regions 64.4 59.9
Northern Africa 35.2 32.9
Sub-Saharan Africa 76.1 71.2
Latin America and the Caribbean 314 33.0
Eastern Asia 63.2 55.7
Southern Asia 79.2 75.8
South-Eastern Asia 63.4 59.3
Western Asia 371 29.1
Oceania 62.3 68.5
Commonwealth of Independent States 13.9 15.3
Commonwealth of Independent States, Asia 33.4 31.3
Commonwealth of Independent States, Europe 8.4 10.0
Developed regions 114 9.5
Transition countries in South-Eastern Europe 31.6 26.4
Least developed countries 82.6 77.2
Landlocked developing countries 70.5 68.7
Small island developing States 33.4 36.7
#Preliminary data.
(Percentage)
1997 2007
50.7 48.7
Developing regions 60.6 57.0
Northern Africa 31.8 304
Sub-Saharan Africa 70.1 64.3
Latin America and the Caribbean 32.1 333
Eastern Asia 57.9 52.3
Southern Asia 75.8 72.9
South-Eastern Asia 59.0 56.0
Western Asia 32.3 26.2
Oceania 56.1 62.7
Commonwealth of Independent States 14.7 15.7
Commonwealth of Independent States, Asia 32.8 30.1
Commonwealth of Independent States, Europe 9.2 10.6
Developed regions 11.6 10.3



(c)

)

1997 2007

Transition countries in South-Eastern Europe 29.8 26.9
Least developed countries 77.8 72.4
Landlocked developing countries 67.8 65.7
Small island developing States 33.8 375

#Preliminary data.

Women

(Percentage)
1997 2007
World 56.1 51.7
Developing regions 70.7 64.4
Northern Africa 46.8 40.6
Sub-Saharan Africa 84.4 80.6
Latin America and the Caribbean 30.1 325
Eastern Asia 69.6 60.1
Southern Asia 87.5 82.6
South-Eastern Asia 69.6 63.8
Western Asia 52.9 37.7
Oceania 69.4 75.0
Commonwealth of Independent States 131 14.9
Commonwealth of Independent States, Asia 34.0 32.6
Commonwealth of Independent States, Europe 7.6 9.3
Developed regions 111 8.4
Transition countries in South-Eastern Europe 33.9 25.7
Least developed countries 89.1 83.9
Landlocked developing countries 73.9 72.4
Small island developing States 32.7 35.4

#Preliminary data.

Target 1.C

Halve, between 1990 and 2015, the proportion of pgle who suffer from hunger
Indicator 1.8

Prevalence of underweight children under 5 years odge

Total
(Percentage)
1990 2006

Developing regions 33 26
Northern Africa 11 6
Sub-Saharan Africa 32 28
Latin America and the Caribbean 13 8
Eastern Asia 17
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1990 2006

Southern Asia 54 46
South-Eastern Asia 37 25
Western Asia 14 13
Oceania — —
(b) ByseX
(Percentage)
Boys Girls Boy-to-girl ratio
Developing regions 27 27 1.00
Northern Africa 7 6 1.16
Sub-Saharan Africa 29 27 1.07
Latin America and the Caribbean 9 9 1.00
Eastern Asia 10 11 0.91
Southern Asia 41 42 0.98
South-Eastern Asia 26 26 1.00
Western Asia 14 14 1.00
Oceania — — —
#1998-2006.
Indicator 1.9
Proportion of population below minimum level of digary energy consumptiorf
(Percentage)
1990-1992 2001-2003
Developing regions 20 17
Northern Africa 4 4
Sub-Saharan Africa 33 31
Latin America and the Caribbean 13 10
Eastern Asia 16 12
Southern Asia 25 21
South-Eastern Asia 18 12
Western Asia 6 9
Oceania 15 12
Commonwealth of Independent States b7 7
Commonwealth of Independent States, Asia b 16 20
Commonwealth of Independent States, Europe b g 3
Developed regions <27 <25
Least developed countries 22 19
Landlocked developing countries 38 36
Small island developing States 23 19

“No new global or regional data are available. Datesented are from the 2006 report (A/61/1).
PData referring to the period 1993-1995.
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Goal 2

Achieve universal primary education

Target 2.A

Ensure that, by 2015, children everywhere, boysna girls alike, will be
able to complete a full course of primary schooling

Indicator 2.1
Net enrolment ratio in primary education
(a) TotalP

1991 2000 2006
World 82.0 84.9 88.5
Developing regions 79.6 83.3 87.5
Northern Africa 82.8 91.3 95.0
Sub-Saharan Africa 53.5 58.0 70.7
Latin America and the Caribbean 86.7 94.4 95.5
Eastern Asia 98.0 99.1 94.3
Southern Asia 719 80.1 89.8
South-Eastern Asia 95.6 94.3 95.0
Western Asia 80.4 84.8 88.3
Oceania — — —
Commonwealth of Independent States 90.0 89.9 93.3
Commonwealth of Independent States, Asia 88.3 92.4 93.9
Commonwealth of Independent States, Europe 90.8 88.0 92.8
Developed regions 97.9 97.4 96.4
Least developed countries 53.0 60.2 74.9
Landlocked developing countries 53.7 63.0 76.3
Small island developing States 67.3 81.5 75.1

#Primary- and secondary-level enrolees per 100 céiicbf primary-education enrolment age. Ratios
correspond to school years ending in the yearsvfuch data are presented.

(b) By sexr

1991 2000 2006
Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls
World 87.2 76.7 87.7 819 899 87.0
Developing regions 857 733 864 799 89.1 858
Northern Africa 89.7 755 940 884 96.8 093.1
Sub-Saharan Africa 575 495 613 547 735 678
Latin America and the Caribbean 87.586.3 95.1 93.6 953 957
Eastern Asia 100.0 97.3 985 99.8 940 94.7
Southern Asia 857 57.0 86.7 73.0 92.0 873
South-Eastern Asia 97.8 940 955 93.0 958 94.1
Western Asia 870 733 89.1 804 91.7 848
Oceania — — — - — —
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1991 2000 2006

Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls

Commonwealth of Independent States 90.89.8 90.3 89.6 933 93.2
Commonwealth of Independent States, Asia 88.88.0 92.6 922 945 933
Commonwealth of Independent States, Europe 91@0.6 885 875 924 0931

Developed regions 97.7 981 975 974 96.0 96.8

Least developed countries 58.647.2 63.7 56.7 77.7 72.1

Landlocked developing countries 58.249.2 674 585 79.0 73.6

Small island developing States 63.671.1 828 80.1 76.2 74.0

*Primary- and secondary-level enrolees per 100 childof primary-education enrolment age. Ratios
correspond to school years ending in the yearsviuch data are presented.

Indicator 2.2
Proportion of pupils starting grade 1 who reach ast grade of primary?

1999 2006

Total Boys Girls Total Boys Girls

World 82.1 848 792 86.C 88.2 84.
Developing regions 794 826 759 84.7 869 82Ff
Northern Africa 86.6 904 826 91.¢ 94.0 89.t
Sub-Saharan Africa 49.0 53.1 45.0 59. 64.7 54.¢
Latin America and the Caribbean 96.6 96.1 97.1100.¢ 99.7 101.1
Eastern Asia 101.7 1014 102.0 98.1 985 97.t
Southern Asia 688 753 61.7 81l.: 839 78t
South-Eastern Asia 89.2 899 884 95 954 95.
Western Asia 80.4 86.8 73.8 88.¢ 943 83.
Oceania 628 657 59.7 66.1 69.9 62.1
Commonwealth of Independent States 96.0 96.4 95.598.: 98.5 98.1
Commonwealth of Independent States, Asia 95.7 96.5.19 100.¢ 101.7 100.
Commonwealth of Independent States, Europe 96.1 5 9605.6 96.£ 96.1 96.7
Developed regions 99.2 98,6 999 97.C 965 97t
Least developed countries 472 512 43.1 57. 60.9 53«
Landlocked developing countries 53.1 584 47.8 61.C 65.3 56.€
Small island developing States 739 739 740 73.: 734 731

#Primary completion rates correspond to school yearding in the years for which data are presented.
The primary completion rate is calculated using fress intake rate at the last grade of primary,
which is defined as follows: “Total number of newtents in the last grade of primary education,
regardless of age, expressed as a percentage ghthdation of the theoretical entrance age to the
last grade”. Global Education Digest 2004: Comparing EducatiotatiStics Across the World
(Montreal, Canada, United Nations Educational, Btfee and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
Institute for Statistics (UIS), 2004), annex B,1#8).
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Indicator 2.3
Literacy rate of 15-24 year-olds, women and men
(a) Total

(Percentage who can both read and write)

1985-1994 1995-2004 2007

World 83.t 87.0 89.1
Developing regions 80.2 84.6 87.2
Northern Africa 68.4 79.4 86.5
Sub-Saharan Africa 64.£ 70.2 72.1
Latin America and the Caribbean 93.7 96.2 97.0
Eastern Asia 94.% 98.9 99.2
Southern Asia 60.€ 72.8 79.9
South-Eastern Asia 94.% 96.1 95.6
Western Asia 88.€ 91.7 92.8
Oceania 72.¢ 73.1 70.6
Commonwealth of Independent States 99.7 99.7 99.7
Commonwealth of Independent States, Asia 99.¢ 99.6 99.6
Commonwealth of Independent States, Europe 99.7 99.7 99.7
Developed regions 99.£ 99.4 99.4
Least developed countries 55 64.7 68.0
Landlocked developing countries 60.¢ 67.8 70.4
Small island developing States 86.¢ 87.8 89.8

®The regional averages presented in this table aleulated using a weighted average of the latest
available observed data point for each countryeoritory for the reference period. UNESCO Institute
for Statistics estimates have been used for coemtsith missing data.

(b) By sexr

(Percentage who can both read and write)

1985-1994 1995-2004 2007

Men Women Men Women Men Women

World 878 79.2 90.z 838 913 86.8
Developing regions 853 75.0 88.: 80.8 89.8 84.6
Northern Africa 778 58.6 85t 733 908 822
Sub-Saharan Africa 708 586 76.C 650 77.2 67.3
Latin America and the Caribbean 93.2 942957 96.7 965 974
Eastern Asia 97.1 918 99.z 985 994 99.1
Southern Asia 715 491 80.6 645 845 750
South-Eastern Asia 954 93596.2 96.0 953 9538
Western Asia 939 829 95f 879 96.1 89.3
Oceania 75.0 70.7 75.C 711 698 715
Commonwealth of Independent States 99.7 99.B9.7 99.7 99.7 99.7
Commonwealth of Independent States, Asia 99.6 99.89.¢ 99.6 99.6 99.6
Commonwealth of Independent States, Europe 99.7 8 9999.7 99.8 99.7 99.8
Developed regions 995 994 994 994 994 993
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1985-1994 1995-2004 2007

Men Women Men Women Men Women

Least developed countries 63.0 48571t 583 734 629
Landlocked developing countries 66.3 55.874.: 619 765 64.7
Small island developing States 86.6 87.286.t 889 88.4 913

%The regional averages presented in this table ateulated using a weighted average of the latest
available observed data point for each country amritory for the reference period. UNESCO
Institute for Statistics estimates have been useadduntries with missing data.

Goal 3
Promote gender equality and empower women

Target 3.A
Eliminate gender disparity in primary and seconday education,
preferably by 2005, and in all levels of educationo later than 2015

Indicator 3.1
Ratios of girls to boys in primary, secondary andertiary education
Primary?
1991 2000 2006
World 0.89 0.92 0.95
Developing regions 0.87 0.92 0.94
Northern Africa 0.82 0.91 0.93
Sub-Saharan Africa 0.83 0.85 0.89
Latin America and the Caribbean 0.97 0.97 0.97
Eastern Asia 0.94 1.01 0.99
Southern Asia 0.77 0.84 0.95
South-Eastern Asia 0.97 0.97 0.97
Western Asia 0.83 0.88 0.91
Oceania 0.90 0.90 0.89
Commonwealth of Independent States 0.99 0.99 0.99
Commonwealth of Independent States, Asia 0.99 0.99 98 0
Commonwealth of Independent States, Europe 1.00 9 0.9 1.00
Developed regions 0.99 0.99 1.00
Least developed countries 0.79 0.86 0.90
Landlocked developing countries 0.82 0.83 0.90
Small island developing States 0.96 0.95 0.95

#Using gross enrolment ratios.
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(b) Secondarya

1991 2000 2006
World — 0.93 0.95
Developing regions — 0.90 0.94
Northern Africa 0.7¢ 0.95 0.99
Sub-Saharan Africa — 0.82 0.80
Latin America and the Caribbean 1.0¢ 1.07 1.07
Eastern Asia — 0.97 1.01
Southern Asia 0.6C 0.77 0.85
South-Eastern Asia 0.9C 0.98 1.02
Western Asia — 0.80 0.84
Oceania 0.82 0.91 0.88
Commonwealth of Independent States 1.0z 1.00 0.97
Commonwealth of Independent States, Asia 0.9¢ 0.97 0.96
Commonwealth of Independent States, Europe 1.0¢ 1.02 0.98
Developed regions 1.01 1.01 1.00
Least developed countries — 0.82 0.82
Landlocked developing countries 0.8t 0.86 0.83
Small island developing States 1.0¢ 1.04 1.03
8Using gross enrolment ratios.
(c) Tertiary?
1991 2000 2006
World — 0.96 1.06
Developing regions — 0.78 0.93
Northern Africa 0.54 0.68 1.00
Sub-Saharan Africa — 0.62 0.68
Latin America and the Caribbean — 1.13 1.16
Eastern Asia — 0.55 0.93
Southern Asia — 0.67 0.76
South-Eastern Asia 0.83 0.95 0.98
Western Asia — 0.82 0.90
Oceania — 0.68 0.86
Commonwealth of Independent States 1.16 1.21 1.29
Commonwealth of Independent States, Asia 1.04 0.90 071
Commonwealth of Independent States, Europe 1.20 712 1.33
Developed regions 1.07 1.20 1.28
Least developed countries — 0.65 0.62
Landlocked developing countries 0.86 0.75 0.83
Small island developing States — 1.21 1.54

#Using gross enrolment ratios.
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Indicator 3.2

Share of women in wage employment in the non-aguiltural sector
(Percentage of employees)

1990 1995 2000 2006
World 35.5 36.t 37.7 39.C
Northern Africa 20.9 21.C 19.3 21.:
Sub-Saharan Africa 25.3 26.¢ 285 30.¢
Latin America and the Caribbean 36.4 38. 40.5 422
Eastern Asia 38.0 38.¢ 39.6 41.1
Southern Asia 13.2 14.¢€ 16.7 18.¢
South-Eastern Asia 377 371 38.6 37.¢
Western Asia 17.0 17.€ 19.2 20.2
Oceania 33.2 34.7 35.8 36.4
Commonwealth of Independent States 49.2 49.¢ 50.4 51.¢
Commonwealth of Independent States, Asia 447 45 46.2 47.¢
Commonwealth of Independent States, Europe 50.1 50.t 51.2 52.2
Developed regions 43.3 44t 45.3 46.2
Indicator 3.3
Proportion of seats held by women in national parliment!
(Percentage)
1990 1997 2002 2008
World 12.8 114 13.8 18.0
Developing regions 104 10.1 121 16.5
Northern Africa 2.6 1.8 2.2 8.3
Sub-Saharan Africa 7.2 9.0 12.0 17.3
Latin America and the Caribbean 11.9 12.4 15.7 22.2
Eastern Asia 20.2 19.3 20.2 19.8
Southern Asia 5.7 5.9 4.9 12.9
South-Eastern Asia 10.4 10.8 13.9 17.4
Western Asia 4.6 3.0 5.2 9.1
Oceania 1.2 1.6 2.4 25
Commonwealth of Independent States — 6.2 8.6 13.9
Commonwealth of Independent States, Asia — 7.0 8.8 13.9
Commonwealth of Independent States, Europe — 5.4 8.4 13.9
Developed regions 16.3 15.6 19.1 22.6
Least developed countries 7.3 7.3 104 17.0
Landlocked developing countries 14.0 6.6 10.7 18.6
Small island developing States 15.2 11.3 14.2 21.0

@ Single or lower house only.
b As of 31 January 2008.
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Goal 4

Reduce child mortality

Target 4.A

Reduce by two thirds, between 1990 and 2015, the der-five mortality rate

Indicator 4.1
Under-five mortality rate ®

1990 2000 2006
World 93 80 72
Developing regions 103 88 80
Northern Africa 82 48 35
Sub-Saharan Africa 184 167 157
Latin America and the Caribbean 55 35 27
Eastern Asia 45 36 24
Southern Asia 120 94 81
South-Eastern Asia 77 47 35
Western Asia 69 a7 40
Oceania 85 73 66
Commonwealth of Independent States 47 41 30
Commonwealth of Independent States, Asia 79 64 47
Commonwealth of Independent States, Europe 27 23 17
Developed regions 11 8 6
Transition countries of South-Eastern Europe 30 19 15
“Deaths of children before reaching age 5 per 1)0@&0births.
Indicator 4.2
Infant mortality rate #
1990 2000 2006
World 64 55 49
Developing regions 70 60 54
Northern Africa 62 39 30
Sub-Saharan Africa 109 100 94
Latin America and the Caribbean 43 29 22
Eastern Asia 36 29 20
Southern Asia 86 69 61
South-Eastern Asia 53 35 27
Western Asia 54 38 32
Oceania 62 54 49
Commonwealth of Independent States 39 34 26
Commonwealth of Independent States, Asia 64 54 40
Commonwealth of Independent States, Europe 22 20 15
Developed regions 9 6 5
Transition countries of South-Eastern Europe 23 16 13

“Deaths of children under age 1 per 1,000 live Isirth
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Indicator 4.3
Proportion of 1-year-old children immunized againstmeasle8

(Percentage)
1990 2000 2006
World 72 72 80
Developing regions 71 69 78
Northern Africa 84 93 96
Sub-Saharan Africa 56 55 72
Latin America and the Caribbean 76 92 93
Eastern Asia 98 85 93
Southern Asia 57 57 66
South-Eastern Asia 72 81 82
Western Asia 79 87 88
Oceania 70 68 70
Commonwealth of Independent States 85 97 97
Commonwealth of Independent States, Asia — 96 95
Commonwealth of Independent States, Europe 85 97 99
Developed regions 84 91 93
Transition countries of South-Eastern Europe 91 93 93

“Children aged 12-23 months who received at leastdose of measles vaccine.

Goal 5
Improve maternal health
Target 5.A

Reduce by three quarters, between 1990 and 2015etaternal mortality ratio
Indicator 5.1
Maternal mortality ratio

1990 2005

World 430 400
Developing regions 480 450
Northern Africa 250 160
Sub-Saharan Africa 920 900
Latin America and the Caribbean 180 130
Eastern Asia 95 50
Southern Asia 620 490
South-Eastern Asia 450 300
Western Asia 190 160
Oceania 550 430
Commonwealth of Independent States 58 51
Developed regions 11 9
Least developed countries 900 870

“Maternal deaths per 100,000 live births.
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Indicator 5.2
Proportion of births attended by skilled health pelsonnel

(Percentage)
Around 1990 Around 2006
World 49 62
Developing regions 47 61
Northern Africa 45 79
Sub-Saharan Africa 42 47
Latin America and the Caribbéan 68 86
Eastern Asia 71 98
Southern Asia 27 40
South-Eastern Asia 48 73
Western Asia 60 75
Oceania — —
Commonwealth of Independent States 96 98
Commonwealth of Independent States, Asia 92 97
Commonwealth of Independent States, Europe 99 99
Developed regions — —
Transition countries of South-Eastern Europe 99 98

%For deliveries in health-care institutions only.

Target 5.B

Achieve, by 2015, universal access to reproductivealth
Indicator 5.3

Contraceptive prevalence raté

(Percentage)
1990 2005
World 52.8 62.2
Developing regions 50.2 61.2
Northern Africa 44.0 59.8
Sub-Saharan Africa 12.0 20.6
Latin America and the Caribbean 62.0 715
Eastern Asia 775 86.4
Southern Asia 38.5 52.7
South-Eastern Asia 47.9 58.3
Western Asia 43.3 54.8
Oceania — 28.8
Commonwealth of Independent States 61.2 67.0
Commonwealth of Independent States, Asia 545 56.8
Commonwealth of Independent States, Europe 63.4 371
Developed regions 66.5 67.3
Transition countries of South-Eastern Europe 56.0 55.3
Least developed countries 16.1 30.3
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1990 2005
Landlocked developing countries 22.6 32.2
Small island developing States 46.8 52.9
%Among women aged 15-49 who are married or in union.
®Data from 2000.
‘Data from 1995.
Indicator 5.4
Adolescent birth rate®
1990 2005
World 61.0 48.6
Developing regions 66.5 53.1
Northern Africa 42.9 315
Sub-Saharan Africa 130.6 118.9
Latin America and the Caribbean 77.4 73.1
Eastern Asia 21.3 5.0
Southern Asia 90.1 53.7
South-Eastern Asia 50.4 40.4
Western Asia 63.6 50.2
Oceania 82.3 63.5
Commonwealth of Independent States 52.1 28.4
Commonwealth of Independent States, Asia 44.8 28.9
Commonwealth of Independent States, Europe 55.2 28.1
Developed regions 34.7 23.6
Transition countries of South-Eastern Europe 48.2 29.0
Least developed countries 129.3 117.6
Landlocked developing countries 104.5 105.3
Small island developing States 80.4 69.7

aBirths per 1,000 women aged 15-19 years.

Indicator 5.5
Antenatal care coverage (at least one visit and &ast four visits)
At least one visit

(Percentage)

Around 1990 Around 2005

World 55 75
Developing regions 54 74
Northern Africa 47 70
Sub-Saharan Africa 68 75

Latin America and the Caribbean 77 95
Eastern Asia — —
Southern Asia 39 65
South-Eastern Asia 71 93
Western Asia 54 76
Oceania — —
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Around 1990 Around 2005

Commonwealth of Independent States, Asia 89 98

#Proportion of women aged 15-49 years who receiveérsatal care during pregnancy
from skilled health personnel, at least once.

Indicator 5.6
Unmet need for family planning?
(Percentage)

1995 2005
Northern Africa 16.3 10.4
Sub-Saharan Africa 25.7 24.1
Latin America and the Caribbean 12.4 105
Southern Asia 19.1 14.8
South-Eastern Asia 12.8 111
Western Asia 16.4 12.2
Commonwealth of Independent States 15.0 13.9
Transition countries of South-Eastern Europe 14.7 15.0
Among married women of reproductive age (aged 15&&s).
PLatest available data pertain, approximately, t6®0
Goal 6
Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases
Target 6.A

Have halted by 2015 and begun to reverse the spread HIV/AIDS
Indicator 6.1
HIV prevalence among population aged 15-24 years

(Percentage)
1990 2002 2007
Estimated Adults Estimated Adults
adult (15+) adult Adults (15+) (15+)
(15-49) living with (15-49) living with Estimated adult living with
HIV HIV who HIV HIV who (15-49) HIV who
prevalence are women prevalence are womerHIV prevalence  are women
Developing regions 0.3 51 1.0 57 0.9 58
Northern Africa <0.1 20 <0.1 27 0.1 29
Sub-Saharan Africa 2.1 54 54 59 4.9 59
Latin America and the
Caribbean 0.2 27 0.5 35 0.6 35
Eastern Asia <0.1 19 0.1 26 0.1 28
Southern Asia <0.1 35 0.3 38 0.3 38
South-Eastern Asia 0.2 15 0.4 32 0.4 34
Western Asia <0.1 41 0.1 46 0.1 47
Oceania <0.1 27 0.4 36 1.3 39
Commonwealth of
Independent States, Asia <0.1 10 <0.1 21 0.1 25
Commonwealth of
Independent States, Europe <0.1 @ 0.7 27 1.2 31
Developed regions 0.2 14 0.3 21 0.3 23

“Data not available: epidemics in this region areerd and no data are available for earlier years.
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Indicator 6.2
Condom use at last high-risk se£,2000-2008

Women Men

Number of Percentage  Number of Percentage

countries who used a countries who used a

covered by condom atlast covered by condom at last

surveys high-risk sex surveys high-risk sex
Sub-Saharan Africa 35 31 24 46
Latin America and the Caribbean 11 47 — —
Southern Asia 1 22 2 38
Commonwealth of Independent States, Asia 3 52 — —

®Proportion of young women and men aged 15-24 yeaporting the use of a condom during sexual
intercourse with a non-regular sexual partner i@ st 12 months, among those who had such a partne
in the last 12 months.

Data refer to the most recent year available dutirgperiod specified.

Indicator 6.3
Proportion of population aged 15-24 years with comgehensive correct knowledge of
HIV/AIDS,  2000-2008

(Percentage)
Women Men

Number of Percentage Number of Percentage

countries who have countries who have

covered by comprehensive  covered by comprehensive

surveys knowledge surveys knowledge
Developing regions 62 26 — —
Northern Africa 3 8 — —
Sub-Saharan Africa 39 25 24 30
Southern Asia 3 23 2 43
South-Eastern Asia 4 23 — —
Commonwealth of Independent States, Europe 10 24 — —
Commonwealth of Independent States, Asia 7 20 — —
Transition countries of South-Eastern Europe 7 19 2 6

®Proportion of young women and men aged 15-24 whoectly identify the two major ways of
preventing the sexual transmission of HIV (usingndoms and limiting sex to one faithful,
uninfected partner), who reject two common locakecoinceptions and who know that a healthy-
looking person can transmit the AIDS virus.

PData refer to the most recent year available dutiregperiod specified.

Indicator 6.4
Ratio of school attendance of orphans to school ahdance of non-orphans aged 10-14 yeafs,
2000-2008

Number of countries with data School attendance ratio

Sub-Saharan Africa 40 0.81

“Ratio of the current school attendance rate ofdebil aged 10-14 years both of whose biological rgarbave
died, to the current school attendance rate ofiodnl aged 10-14 years both of whose parents dralste
and who currently live with at least one biologipakent.

PData refer to the most recent year available dutiregperiod specified.
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Target 6.B
Achieve, by 2010, universal access to treatment foétlV/AIDS for all
those who need it

Indicator 6.5

Proportion of population with advanced HIV infection with access to antiretroviral drug$
(Percentage)

2006 2007
Developing regions 22 31
Northern Africa 24 32
Sub-Saharan Africa 21 30
Latin America and the Caribbean 57 62
Eastern Asia 18 18
Southern Asia 10 16
South-Eastern Asia 32 44
Oceania 25 38
Commonwealth of Independent States 9 14

®Receiving antiretroviral therapy.

Target 6.C
Have halted by 2015 and begun to reverse the incidee of malaria and
other major diseases

Indicator 6.6

Incidence and death rates associated with malarian6 global or regional data are
available)

Indicator 6.7

Proportion of children under 5 sleeping under inseticide-treated bed net8
(Percentage)

Sub-Saharan Africa (36 countries)

South-Eastern Asia (5 countries)
#2000-2006.

Indicator 6.8
Proportion of children under 5 with fever who are treated with appropriate
antimalarial drugs

(Percentage)

Developing regions (49 countries) 20
Sub-Saharan Africa (38 countries) 36
South-Eastern Asia (5 countries) 2
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Indicator 6.9

Incidence, prevalence and death rates associatedtiwiuberculosis

(a) Incidence
(Number of new cases per 100,000 population exaladlV-infected)

1990 2000 2006
World 123 127 128
Developing regions 150 150 151
Northern Africa 54 50 44
Sub-Saharan Africa 157 253 291
Latin America and the Caribbean 99 67 53
Eastern Asia 119 105 100
Southern Asia 172 168 165
South-Eastern Asia 271 229 210
Western Asia 54 43 38
Oceania 201 191 183
Commonwealth of Independent States 48 104 105
Commonwealth of Independent States, Asia 60 104 117
Commonwealth of Independent States, Europe 44 104 101
Developed regions 25 19 15
Transition countries of South-Eastern Europe 61 84 76
(b) Prevalence

(Number of existing cases per 100,000 populatiow)eding HIV-infected)
1990 2000 2006
World 293 268 214
Developing regions 369 324 256
Northern Africa 60 52 45
Sub-Saharan Africa 352 493 521
Latin America and the Caribbean 152 94 67
Eastern Asia 319 266 197
Southern Asia 529 435 287
South-Eastern Asia 475 333 264
Western Asia 92 63 51
Oceania 590 470 371
Commonwealth of Independent States 78 152 124
Commonwealth of Independent States, Asia 100 138 140
Commonwealth of Independent States, Europe 71 156 118
Developed regions 29 22 15
Transition countries of South-Eastern Europe 101 123 84
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(c)

@

Deaths
(Number per 100,000 population, excluding HIV-infed)

1990 2000 2006
World 27 26 22
Developing regions 34 32 26
Northern Africa 5 4 4
Sub-Saharan Africa 39 55 59
Latin America and the Caribbean 13 9 6
Eastern Asia 24 20 15
Southern Asia 44 40 29
South-Eastern Asia 65 46 31
Western Asia 8 6 6
Oceania 52 42 34
Commonwealth of Independent States 8 17 16
Commonwealth of Independent States, Asia 15 17
Commonwealth of Independent States, Europe 8 17 15
Developed regions 3 2 2
Transition countries of South-Eastern Europe 11 11
Indicator 6.10
Proportion of tuberculosis cases detected and curaghder directly observed
treatment short course
New cases detected under directly observed &gnent short course (DOTS)
(DOTS smear-positive case detection rate: percajtag
2000 2006
World 28 61
Developing regions 29 62
Northern Africa 85 88
Sub-Saharan Africa 35 45
Latin America and the Caribbean 40 69
Eastern Asia 30 78
Southern Asia 14 63
South-Eastern Asia 39 77
Western Asia 34 54
Oceania 12 26
Commonwealth of Independent States 12 51
Commonwealth of Independent States, Asia 36 55
Commonwealth of Independent States, Europe 4 49
Developed regions 22 57
Transition countries of South-Eastern Europe 13 78
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(b) Patients successfully treated under directly lmserved treatment short course

(Percentage)
2000 2005
World 82 85
Developing regions 82 85
Northern Africa 88 82
Sub-Saharan Africa 72 76
Latin America and the Caribbean 81 79
Eastern Asia 94 94
Southern Asia 83 86
South-Eastern Asia 86 89
Western Asia 80 81
Oceania 76 75
Commonwealth of Independent States 76 66
Commonwealth of Independent States, Asia 78 75
Commonwealth of Independent States, Europe 68 59
Developed regions 76 73
Transition countries of South-Eastern Europe 85 83
Goal 7

Ensure environmental sustainability

Target 7.A
Integrate the principles of sustainable developmennto country policies
and programmes and reverse the loss of environmenrteesources

Indicator 7.1

Proportion of land area covered by forest

(Percentage)

1990 2000 2005

World 31.3 30.6 30.3
Northern Africa 1.3 1.5 1.5
Sub-Saharan Africa 29.2 27.3 26.5
Latin America and the Caribbean 49.9 47.2 46.0
Caribbean 23.4 24.9 26.1
Latin America 50.3 47.5 46.3
Eastern Asia 16.5 18.1 19.8
Southern Asia 14.0 14.3 14.2
South-Eastern Asia 56.3 49.9 46.8
Western Asia 3.3 3.4 3.5
Oceania 68.3 65.0 63.4
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1990 2000 2005

Commonwealth of Independent States 38.6 38.7 38.6
Commonwealth of Independent States, Asia 3.9 3.9 3.9
Commonwealth of Independent States, Europe 46.6 46.7 46.7

Developed regions 30.4 30.7 30.8

“No new global or regional data are available; gatssented are from 2006 report (A/61/1).

Indicator 7.2
Carbon dioxide emissions, total, per capita and pe$1 GDP (PPP)
(a) TotalP
(Millions of metric tons)
1990 1995 2000 2008
World 21345 22188 23605 27661
Developed regions 10812 11 063 11650 12026
Developing regions 6 695 8596 9614 13096
Northern Africa 227 280 377 437
Sub-Saharan Africa 461 486 549 652
Latin America and the Caribbean 1048 1157 1287 1408
Eastern Asia 2923 3869 3895 6 132
Southern Asia 989 1 307 1651 2 044
South-Eastern Asia 419 674 808 1183
Western Asia 622 817 1039 1229
Oceania 6 6 7 10
Commonwealth of Independent Stdtes 3181 2 354 2132 2 293
Commonwealth of Independent States, Asia 481 347 327 391
Commonwealth of Independent States, Eufope 2 700 2 007 1805 1902
Annex | countrie%® 11638 11872 12594 13007
(b) Per capita
(Metric tons)
1990 1995 2000 2008
World 4.1 3.9 3.9 4.3
Developed regions 11.8 11.5 11.8 11.9
Developing regions 1.6 1.9 2.0 2.5
Northern Africa 1.9 2.2 2.7 2.9
Sub-Saharan Africa 0.9 0.8 0.8 0.8
Latin America and the Caribbean 24 24 2.5 2.5
Eastern Asia 2.4 3.0 2.9 4.4
Southern Asia 0.8 1.0 1.1 1.3
South-Eastern Asia 1.0 1.4 1.6 2.1
Western Asia 4.6 5.3 5.9 6.3
Oceania 1.0 0.9 1.0 1.2
Commonwealth of Independent Stdtes 11.2 8.3 7.6 8.2
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1990 1995 2000 2008

Commonwealth of Independent States, Asia 7.1 5.0 4.6 5.3
Commonwealth of Independent States, Eufope  12.5 9.3 8.6 9.3
Annex | countrie$® 12.0 11.8 12.2 12.2

(c) Per$1 GDP (PPP)

(Kilograms)
1990 1995 2000 2008
World 0.48 0.55 0.50 0.49
Developed regions 0.47 0.45 0.40 0.38
Developing regions 0.65 0.64 0.59 0.62
Northern Africa 0.46 0.51 0.60 0.57
Sub-Saharan Africa 0.57 0.56 0.54 0.50
Latin America and the Caribbean 0.34 0.32 0.31 0.30
Eastern Asia 1.45 1.17 0.87 0.91
Southern Asia 0.59 0.62 0.61 0.55
South-Eastern Asia 0.41 0.45 0.48 0.55
Western Asia 0.56 0.60 0.66 0.63
Oceania 0.33 0.25 0.26 0.38
Commonwealth of Independent Stdtes 1.48 1.49 1.25 0.97
Commonwealth of Independent States, Asia 2.28 2.16 1.68 1.30
Commonwealth of Independent States, Eufope  1.40 1.42 1.20 0.93
Annex | countrie$® 0.51 0.48 0.43 0.40

*Total CQO, emissions from fossil fuels include emissions frosulid fuel consumption, liquid fuel
consumption and gas fuel consumption; cement prodoc and gas flaring (United States Carbon
Dioxide Information Analysis Center (CDIAC)).

PPreliminary data.

“The 1990 column shows 1992 data.

YBased on the annual national emission inventorfemnoex | countries (with the exception of Belartrse
Russian Federation and Ukraine, which are inclute€ommonwealth of Independent States) which
report to the Conference of the Parties to the é&thiNations Framework Convention on Climate
Change; non-annex | countries do not have annymdrtang obligations.

¢ Excluding emissions/removals from land use, lasd-ohange and forestry.

Indicator 7.3
Consumption of ozone-depleting substances
(Tons of ozone depletion potential)

1990 2000 2006
Developing regions 247 501 212 466 71 269
Northern Africa 6 203 8 129 2 586
Sub-Saharan Africa 23 449 9561 2 425
Latin America and the Caribbean 76 048 31087 521
Eastern Asia 103 217 105 762 38 040
Southern Asia 3338 28 161 7 598
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1990 2000 2006

South-Eastern Asia 21108 16 809 4 608
Western Asia 11 435 11 855 4272
Oceania a7 129 14
Commonwealth of Independent States 139 454 27 585 1494
Commonwealth of Independent States, Asia 2738 928 193
Commonwealth of Independent States, Europe 136 716 26 657 1301
Developed Regioris 826 801 24 060 10 528
Transition countries of South-Eastern Europe 6 239 966 373
Least developed countries 1463 4766 1706
Landlocked developing countries 3354 2 386 799
Small island developing States 7 162 2125 1043

Ancluding transition countries of South-Eastern @e.

Indicator 7.4

Proportion of fish stocks within safe biological Iinits

(Percentage)

1990 2000 2004

Total 81 72 75
Fully exploited 50 47 52
Under- and moderately exploited 31 25 23

Indicator 7.5

Proportion of total water resources used,around 2000

(Percentage)

Developing regions 6.75
Northern Africa 76.60
Sub-Saharan Africa 2.16
Latin America and the Caribbean 1.44
Eastern Asia 21.87
Southern Asia 26.61
South-Eastern Asia 4.68
Western Asia 47.42
Oceania 0.02

Commonwealth of Independent States 5.62

Developed regions 9.10
Transition countries of South-Eastern Europe 11.10

Least developed countries 3.45

Landlocked developing countries 8.43

Small island developing States 1.23

& Surface water and groundwater withdrawal as a qutdgn of total actual renewable
water resources.
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(b)

Target 7.B
Reduce biodiversity loss, achieving, by 2010, a si§icant reduction in the

rate of loss
Indicator 7.6
Proportion of terrestrial and marine areas protectel

Terrestrial and marine®
(Percentage)
Excluding undated protected
areas Including undatec
protected areas
1990 2000 2007 (total)
World" 6.0 8.6 9.9 12.4
Developing regions 6.1 9.6 11.3 13.0
Northern Africa 2.1 3.1 3.4 3.7
Sub-Saharan Africa 8.5 9.0 9.5 11.6
Latin America and the Caribbean 7.3 14.4 18.8 21.0
Eastern Asia 7.0 9.9 10.9 14.0
Southern Asia 4.3 5.1 5.4 5.6
South-Eastern Asia 2.6 5.3 6.0 7.5
Western Asia 3.7 17.8 17.8 17.9
Oceania 0.4 0.9 7.1 8.2
Commonwealth of Independent States 1.7 2.8 2.8 7.6
Developed regions 10.3 12.8 14.5 18.0
Least developed countries 7.5 8.3 9.5 10.8
Landlocked developing countries 8.1 10.6 10.7 511.
Small island developing States 3.1 13.9 16.8 17.8

“Ratio of protected area (terrestrial and marine loioied) to total territorial area. Differences beeme
these figures and those of the statistical annethef2007 report of the Secretary-General (A/62/1)
are due to the availability of new data and revisegthodologies.

PIncluding territories that are not considered ie tralculations of regional aggregates and of agafesy
of developed and developing regions.

Terrestrial?®

(Percentage)
Excluding undated protected Including
areas undatec
protectec
1990 2000 2007 areas (total)
World 6.3 9.0 10.0 12.9
Developing regions 7.1 11.0 12.6 14.7
Northern Africa 2.1 3.1 3.4 3.7
Sub-Saharan Africa 9.1 9.6 10.1 12.4
Latin America and the Caribbean 8.2 15.5 20.2 22.7
Eastern Asia 7.4 10.5 11.5 14.7
Southern Asia 4.5 5.3 5.6 5.9
South-Eastern Asia 5.4 11.0 11.8 15.0
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(c)

Excluding undated protected Including
areas undatec
protectec
1990 2000 2007  areas (total)
Western Asia 4.0 19.1 19.1 19.2
Oceania 1.8 2.5 2.6 8.8
Commonwealth of Independent States 1.7 2.6 2.6 7.7
Developed regions 10.0 12.1 12.7 16.9
Least developed countries 8.3 9.2 9.6 11.1
Landlocked developing countries 8.1 10.6 10.7 11.6
Small island developing States 5.4 26.4 26.6 28.3
“Ratio of terrestrial protected area to total suefacea.
Marine?
(Percentage)
Excluding undated Including
protected areas undated
protected
1990 2000 2007 areas (total)
World 3.9 6.4 9.6 9.8
Developing regions 0.6 2.2 4.3 4.5
Northern Africa 0.3 2.6 3.4 4.9
Sub-Saharan Africa 0.5 1.4 1.8 1.8
Latin America and the Caribbean 1.5 7.3 10.0 10.5
Eastern Asia 0.4 0.6 0.6 0.6
Southern Asia 1.2 1.3 1.3 1.3
South-Eastern Asia 0.3 0.7 1.3 1.5
Western Asia 0.6 1.7 1.7 1.8
Oceania 0.1 0.6 8.1 8.1
Commonwealth of Independent States 2.3 5.6 5.6 5.9
Developed regions 11.9 16.6 23.5 23.5
Least developed countries 0.4 1.1 8.7 8.8
Landlocked developing countries 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Small island developing States 0.9 1.8 7.2 7.6
“Ratio of marine protected area to total territoriaters.
PSome landlocked developing countries have ter@doniater claims within inland seas.
Indicator 7.7
Proportion of species threatened with extinctiof
(Percentage of species not expected to becomeaditirthe near future)
1994 2008
World 92.19 91.86
Developed regions 93.50 93.10
Developing regions 92.54 92.20
Northern Africa 97.60 97.12
Sub-Saharan Africa 93.75 93.61
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1994 2008

Latin America and the Caribbean 93.10 92.96
Eastern Asia 96.16 95.78
Southern Asia 95.95 95.52
South-Eastern Asia 93.37 92.66
Western Asia 97.53 96.99
Oceania 91.86 91.41

Commonwealth of Independent States 96.36 95.71

dInternational Union for Conservation of Nature (INCRed List Index values for birds plus the

number of non-Data Deficient species.

Target 7.C

Halve, by 2015, the proportion of people without sstainable access to

safe drinking water and basic sanitation

Indicator 7.8
Proportion of population using an improved drinking water source
(Percentage)
1990 2006
Total Urban Rural Total Urban Rural
World 77 95 63 87 96 78
Developing regions 71 93 59 84 94 76
Northern Africa 88 95 82 92 96 87
Sub-Saharan Africa 49 82 35 58 81 46
Latin America and the Caribbean 84 94 61 92 97 73
Eastern Asia 68 97 55 88 98 81
Southern Asia 74 91 68 87 95 84
South-Eastern Asia 73 92 64 86 92 81
Western Asia 86 95 70 90 95 80
Oceania 51 92 39 50 91 37
Commonwealth of Independent States 93 97 84 94 99 86
Commonwealth of Independent States, Asia 87 95 80 88 98 79
Commonwealth of Independent States, Europe 95 98 87 97 99 91
Developed regions 98 100 95 99 100 97
Indicator 7.9
Proportion of population using an improved sanitaton facility
(Percentage)
1990 2006
Total Urban  Rural Total Urban Rural
World 54 78 36 62 79 45
Developing regions 41 66 28 53 71 39
Northern Africa 62 82 44 76 90 59
Sub-Saharan Africa 26 40 20 31 42 24
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1990 2006

Total Urban  Rural Total Urban Rural

Latin America and the Caribbean 68 81 35 79 86 52
Eastern Asia 48 61 43 65 74 59
Southern Asia 21 53 10 33 57 23
South-Eastern Asia 50 74 40 67 78 58
Western Asia 79 93 56 84 94 64
Oceania 52 80 44 52 80 43
Commonwealth of Independent States 90 95 81 89 94 81
Commonwealth of Independent States, Asia 95 97 93 93 95 92
Commonwealth of Independent States, Europe 89 94 77 88 94 75
Developed regions 99 100 96 99 100 96

Target 7.D
By 2020, to have achieved a significant improvemeim the lives of at
least 100 million slum-dwellers

Indicator 7.10
Proportion of urban population living in slums®®

(Percentage)
1990 2001 2005
Developing regions 46.5 42.7 36.5
Northern Africa 37.7 28.2 14.5
Sub-Saharan Africa 72.3 71.9 62.2
Latin America and the Caribbean 35.4 31.9 27.0
Eastern Asia 41.1 36.4 36.5
Southern Asia 63.7 59.0 42.9
South-Eastern Asia 36.8 28.0 27.5
Western Asia 26.4 25.7 24.0
Oceania 24.5 24.1 24.1
Commonwealth of Independent States, Asia 30.3 29.4 294
Commonwealth of Independent States, Europe 6.0 6.0 6.0

#No new global or regional data are available; qatsented are from the 2007 report (A/62/1).

PRepresented by the urban population living in hdwses with at least one of the four characteristics
lack of access to improved drinking water, lack aifcess to improved sanitation, overcrowding
(three or more persons per room) and dwellings nden-durable material.

The decrease in the percentage of populationsdiuinslum conditions is mostly due to a changehia t
definition of adequate sanitation. In 2005, onlypmportion of households using pit latrines were
considered slum households, whereas in 1990 and,280 households using pit latrines had been
counted as slum households. The change affectma&s mostly in those countries where the use of
pit latrines is more widespread, such as thoseuin-Saharan Africa.
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(b)

Goal 8
Develop a global partnership for development

Target 8.A

Develop further an open, rule-based, predictable, on-discriminatory
trading and financial system

Includes a commitment to good governance, developma&nd poverty
reduction—both nationally and internationally

Target 8.B

Address the special needs of the least developedintries

Includes: tariff- and quota-free access for thestedeveloped countries’ exports;
enhanced programme of debt relief for heavily ingebpoor countries (HIPC) and
cancellation of official bilateral debt; and moreergrous official development
assistance (ODA) for countries committed to povegguction

Target 8.C

Address the special needs of landlocked developieguntries and small
island developing States (through the Programme &ction for the
Sustainable Development of Small Island Developingtates and the
outcome of the twenty-second special session of tBeneral Assembly)
Target 8.D

Deal comprehensively with the debt problems of del@ping

countries through national and international measues in

order to make debt sustainable in the long term

Official development assistance (ODA)

Indicator 8.1

Net ODA, total and to the least developed countriegs a percentage of
Organization for Economic Cooperation and Developmet/Development
Assistance Committee donors’ gross national income

Annual total assistanc@
(Billions of United States dollars)

1993 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007

All developing countries 56.1 58.3 69.1 79.4 107.1 1044 103.7
Least developed countries 14.0 15.9 22.6 235 24.6 29.4 —

Ancluding non-ODA debt forgiveness but excludingdiweness of debt for military purposes.
PPreliminary data.

Share of OECD/DAC donors’ gross national incora

(Percentage)

1993 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007
All developing countries 0.30 0.23 0.25 0.26 0.33 0.31 0.28
Least developed countries 0.07 0.06 0.08 0.08 0.08 0.09 —

#Preliminary data.
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Indicator 8.2

Proportion of total bilateral, sector-allocable ODAof OECD/DAC donors
to basic social services (basic education, primaityealth care, nutrition,
safe water and sanitation)

1997 2000 2002 2004 2006
Percentage 6.8 14.1 18.0 15.9 21.6
Billions of United States dollars 2.1 4.3 5.6 7.7 12.0

Indicator 8.3
Proportion of bilateral official development assisance of OECD/DAC
donors that is untied®

1990 2003 2004 2005 2006
Percentage 67.6 91.8 91.3 92.3 94.5
Billions of United States dollars 16.3 30.1 30.8 48.9 53.8

“Based on only about 40 per cent of total ODA conmmeits from OECD/DAC countries, as it excludes
technical cooperation and administrative costswall as all ODA from Austria, Luxembourg, New
Zealand and the United States of America which dbreport the tying status of their ODA.

Indicator 8.4
ODA received in landlocked developing countries aa proportion of their
gross national incomes

1990 2003 2004 2005 2006
Percentage 6.4 8.0 7.9 7.0 6.3
Billions of United States dollars 6.9 11.8 13.8 14.7 16.1

Indicator 8.5
ODA received in small island developing States as@oportion of their
gross national incomes

1990 2003 2004 2005 2006
Percentage 2.6 2.7 2.8 2.8 2.7
Billions of United States dollars 2.1 1.8 2.0 25 25

Market access

Indicator 8.6

Proportion of total developed-country imports (by value and excluding arms)
from developing countries and least developed couni¢s, admitted free of duty

(Percentage)

1996 1998 2000 2003 2008
() Excluding arms
Developing countries 53 54 63 71 81
Least developed countries 68 81 75 81 89
(b) Excluding arms and oil
Developing countries 54 54 65 71 77
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1996 1998 2000 2003 2006'

Least developed countries 78 78 70 78 79

#Preliminary data.

Indicator 8.7

Average tariffs imposed by developed countries ongaicultural products and textiles and
clothing from developing countries

(Percentage)

1996 1998 2000 2003 2006

(a) Agricultural goods

Developing countries 105 10.0 9.3 9.4 8.6

Least developed countries 4.0 3.6 3.7 2.8 2.8
(b) Textiles

Developing countries 7.3 7.0 6.6 5.8 5.2

Least developed countries 4.5 4.3 4.1 3.5 3.2
(c) Clothing

Developing countries 11.4 11.2 10.8 9.7 8.2

Least developed countries 8.1 8.0 7.8 7.0 6.4
Indicator 8.8

Agricultural support estimate for OECD countries asa percentage of their gross
domestic product

1990 2003 2004 2005 2006

Percentage 2.02 1.17 1.15 1.07 0.99
Billions of United States dollars 321 352 388 382 372
#Preliminary data.
Indicator 8.9
Proportion of ODA provided to help build trade capacity?®
(Percentage)

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
World 3.3 3.2 3.6 2.5 3.0 3.2

*Trade-related technical assistance/capacity-buildia a proportion of total sector-allocable ODA.

Debt sustainability

Indicator 8.10

Total number of countries that have reached their HPC decision points and
number that have reached their HIPC completion poiits (cumulative)

2000 2008
Reached completion point 1 23
Reached decision point but not completion point 21 10
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2000} 2008

Yet to be considered for decision point 13 8

Total eligible countries 35 41

#As of March 2001; including only countries that d@avily indebted poor countries (HIPC) in 2008.
®As of June 2008.

Indicator 8.11
Debt relief committed under HIPC and Multilateral D ebt Relief initiatives®

(Billions of United States dollars, cumulative)

2000 2008

To countries that reached decision or completiantpo 28 69

“Expressed in end-2006 net present value terms; doment status as of June 2008.

Indicator 8.12
Debt service as a percentage of exports of goodsdaserviceg®

1990 1995 2000 2006

Developing regions 18.6 14.3 125 6.6
Northern Africa 39.9 22.7 15.4 8.3
Sub-Saharan Africa 11.4 10.5 9.4 5.4
Latin America and the Caribbean 20.6 18.7 21.8 14.8
Eastern Asia 10.5 9.0 5.1 0.8
Southern Asia 17.7 26.9 13.7 4.4
South-Eastern Asia 16.7 7.9 6.5 5.6
Western Asia 24.2 18.4 14.2 125
Oceania 14.0 7.8 5.9 14
Commonwealth of Independent States 06 6.1 8.1 7.3
Commonwealth of Independent States, Asia 06 3.8 8.4 14
Commonwealth of Independent States, Europe €06 6.2 8.1 8.2
Transition countries of South-Eastern Europe 9.4 11.7 11.8 5.7
Least developed countries 16.7 133 11.6 6.8

“Debt service as a proportion of exports of goods services and net income from abroad.

PIncluding countries reporting to the World Bank Deb Reporting System, Aggregates are based on
available data and, for some years, might exclumlentries that do not have data on exports of gaoub
services and net income from abroad.

‘Data for 1993.

Target 8.E
In cooperation with pharmaceutical companies, proule access
to affordable, essential drugs in developing counies

Indicator 8.13
Proportion of population with access to affordableessential drugs on a sustainable basis
(no global or regional data are available)
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Target 8.F
In cooperation with the private sector, make availale the benefits of
new technologies, especially information and commugations

Indicator 8.14
Telephone lined per 100 population

1990 2000 2006
World 9.7 15.9 19.3
Developing regions 2.4 8.0 134
Northern Africa 2.9 7.5 11.0
Sub-Saharan Africa 1.0 14 1.6
Latin America and the Caribbean 6.3 14.7 17.5
Eastern Asia 1.9 13.0 28.3
Southern Asia 0.7 3.3 4.6
South-Eastern Asia 13 4.8 10.6
Western Asia 9.8 17.7 17.9
Oceania 3.4 5.4 5.2
Commonwealth of Independent States 12.4 185 24.9
Commonwealth of Independent States, Asia 7.9 8.9 11.1
Commonwealth of Independent States, Europe 13.9 21.8 30.0
Transition countries of South-Eastern Europe 135 21.7 23.0
Developed regions 429 55.3 49.9
Least developed countries 0.3 0.5 0.9
Landlocked developing countries 2.3 2.7 3.2
Small island developing States 7.1 12.6 124
%Fixed telephone lines.
Indicator 8.15
Cellular subscribers per 100 population
1990 2000 2006
World 0.2 12.3 40.6
Developing regions 0.0 5.2 30.8
Northern Africa — 2.9 42.6
Sub-Saharan Africa — 1.8 17.6
Latin America and the Caribbean 0.0 12.2 54.4
Eastern Asia 0.0 8.7 36.5
Southern Asia — 0.4 15.7
South-Eastern Asia 0.1 4.3 33.8
Western Asia 0.1 14.8 57.6
Oceania 0.0 25 9.4
Commonwealth of Independent States 0.0 1.8 81.1
Commonwealth of Independent States, Asia 0.0 1.3 23.4
Commonwealth of Independent States, Europe 0.0 2.0 102.3
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1990 2000 2006

Transition countries of South-Eastern Europe 0.0 11.3 81.0
Developed regions 1.1 47.9 92.2
Least developed countries 0.0 0.3 8.8
Landlocked developing countries 0.0 1.1 10.6
Small island developing States 0.2 10.1 35.9

Indicator 8.16
Internet users per 100 population

1990 2000 2006

World 0.1 6.6 18.5
Developing regions — 2.0 10.8
Northern Africa 0.0 0.8 10.4
Sub-Saharan Africa 0.0 0.5 3.4
Latin America and the Caribbean 0.0 3.9 18.7
Eastern Asia — 3.3 12.5
Southern Asia 0.0 0.5 9.7
South-Eastern Asia 0.0 2.4 9.9
Western Asia — 3.9 13.5
Oceania 0.0 1.9 5.2
Commonwealth of Independent States 0.0 1.4 16.4
Commonwealth of Independent States, Asia 0.0 0.5 6.0
Commonwealth of Independent States, Europe 0.0 1.7 20.2
Transition countries of South-Eastern Europe 0.0 3.9 44.2
Developed regions 0.3 295 58.4
Least developed countries 0.0 0.1 1.4
Landlocked developing countries 0.0 0.3 2.8
Small island developing States 0.0 4.8 15.8

Sources United Nations Inter-Agency and Expert Group onlléhnium Development Goals Indicators
and MDG Indicators Database (http://mdgs.un.org).

Notes Except where indicated, regional groupings argelaon United Nations geographical regions, with
some modifications necessary to create, to thenéxtessible, homogeneous groups of countries for
analysis and presentation. The regional composiéidopted for 2008 reporting on MDG indicators is
available at http://mdgs.un.org, under “Data”.

Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) comprBsarus, Moldova, Russian Federation and Ukraine
in Europe, and Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Kaz&h, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and
Uzbekistan in Asia.

Where shown, “Developed regions” comprises Eurogec¢pt CIS countries), Australia, Canada, Japan,
New Zealand and the United States of America. |la thbles, developed regions always include

transition countries in Europe, unless the lattex presented separately as “Transition countries of
South-Eastern Europe”.
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Part One: Political and security questions
Chapter I (pp. 35—-103)
International peace and security

PROMOTION OF INTERNATIONAL PEACE AND SECURITY 35: Maintenance of international peace and
security, 35; Conflict prevention, 41; Peacemalang peacebuilding, 51; Special political missidits,
Roster of 2008 political missions and offices, BAREATS TO INTERNATIONAL PEACE AND SECURITY 62:
International terrorism, 62.HRCEKEEPING OPERATIONS 74: General aspects of UN peacekeeping, 75;
Comprehensive review of peacekeeping, 82; Opematior2008, 83; Roster of 2008 operations, 84;
Financial and administrative aspects of peacekgegperations, 86.

The year 2008 brought new challenges for internatipeace and security, as the United Nations vaorke
to address several conflict situations, mainly ifni¢a, and further incidents of international tersm,
while supporting the efforts of post-conflict counes to sustain peace and stability, rebuild nation
institutions, and restore economic development. Beeurity Council debated ways to strengthen
collective security, stressing the importance ofeffective multilateral system to better addresshgl
threats. It also reviewed UN assistance in helftages in conflict reform their security sectorhmtthe
framework of the rule of law, and strengthening @rmganization’s role in mediation and settlement of
disputes. The Council took measures to strengtherDepartment of Political Affairs so as to make it
more effective in supporting UN peace efforts immoies emerging from conflict. The Peacebuilding
Commission enhanced its involvement in that redggréstablishing a country-specific configuration fo
the Central African Republic, bringing to four thember of countries emerging from conflict under
consideration by the Commission. The Commissioo etsiducted biannual reviews of the Burundi and
Sierra Leone configurations and conducted misston&uinea-Bissau to assess that country’s needs.
During the year, the United Nations maintained @®ipal and peacebuilding missions and offices.

The scale and frequency of international terra@ets increased during the year, especially in Rakis
and Afghanistan, and reached countries previousiguched by the scourge. Concerned at the esaalatin
situation, the Security Council, on 9 Decemberdh&ldebate on threats to international peace and
security caused by terrorist attacks around thddwdrme Council called upon all Member States to
redouble efforts to tackle global terrorism by deting attention to bringing to justice the peratdrs,
facilitators and masterminds of terrorist acts. Toaincil pledged to continue following developmants
order to organize as efficiently as possible iteréf in combating terrorism, reaffirmed the im@orte of
its resolutions and statements on terrorism, are$std the need for implementing them. The Counter-
Terrorism Committee reported significant progregsMember States in implementation of the Global
Counter-Terrorism Strategy, adopted by the Gerfesaémbly in 2006.

The year marked the sixtieth anniversary of UN pkaeping. The General Assembly, at a special
commemorative session on 7 November to observeettatt, adopted the Declaration on the Occasion
of the Sixtieth Anniversary of United Nations Pdaping, in which it paid tribute to the hundreds o
thousands of men and women who, in the past 6Gybad served under the UN flag in more than 60
peacekeeping operations, and honoured the memanyoaé than 2,400 of them who had died in the
cause of peace. To strengthen its peacekeepingitygphe Organization considered strategies for
conducting complex peacekeeping operations. lipsigup efforts to enhance the safety and secufrity o
peacekeeping personnel, and considered a comprefieegort by the Secretary-General on conduct and
discipline among UN peacekeeping personnel andhiiniés to improve their welfare. A decrease of
64 per cent in allegations of sexual exploitatiord aabuse by peacekeeping personnel reflected the
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Organization’s concerted efforts to address thaueas At the end of 2008, there were 16 peacekeeping
missions, served by 112,307 uniformed and civifarsonnel.

Regarding the financial position of UN peacekeeppgrations, expenditures increased by 21.7 per
cent to $6,265.8 million for the 2007—2008 finahgi@ar, compared to $5,148.1 million for the prexgo

reporting period; the increase was due mainly édstart-up of two missions and the rapid expansifon
another.
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Part One: Political and security questions
Chapter Il (pp. 104-331)
Africa

PROMOTION OF PEACE INAFRICA, 108. (ENTRAL AFRICA AND GREAT LAKES REGION 116: Great Lakes
region, 116; Democratic Republic of the Congo, 1BQrundi, 146; Central African Republic, 155;
Chad and Central African Republic, 159; Uganda,; I®®&anda, 171. \BST AFRICA, 171: Regional
issues, 171; Coéte d’'lvoire, 175; Liberia, 198; &eteone, 212; Guinea-Bissau, 220; Cameroon—
Nigeria, 230; Guinea, 231; Mauritania, 231o/# OFAFRICA, 232: Sudan, 232; Somalia, 269; Eritrea—
Ethiopia, 302; Djibouti and Eritrea, 3150RTH AFRICA, 319: Western Sahara, 319THBR ISSUES 326:
Kenya, 326; Zimbabwe, 328; Libyan Arab JamahirB&i; Mauritius—United Kingdom/France, 331.

During 2008, the United Nations maintained its catmmant to promoting peace, stability and
development in Africa through six United Nationslifical and peacebuilding missions and seven
peacekeeping operations. The Organization facedtidguchallenges in helping the countries in canfli
situations and those in transition to post-conflieacebuilding in Central Africa and the Great lsake
region, West Africa and the Horn of Africa retunpgeace, stability and prosperity. Many countraeset
the complex task of bringing rebel groups into theace process, concluding disarmament,
demobilization and reintegration programmes forcemibatants, promoting national reconciliation and
creating conditions for economic and social devalept.

The Office of the Special Adviser on Africa and tbdfice of the Special Representative of the
Secretary-General for West Africa brought a redigeaspective to issues facing the continent, ptecho
conflict prevention and raised awareness abouegidmal problems. The United Nations worked closely
with the African Union AU), the Economic Community of West African StateSgqwAS), the Economic
Community of Central African States and other ragloorganizations and international actors to assis
Governments in improving security, ensuring hunsai@h access, energizing peace processes and
promoting development. The United Nations contint@dnonitor Security Council-sanctioned arms
embargoes in the Democratic Republic of the Comre) the Darfur region of western Sudan and
Somalia.

The United Nations Peacebuilding Commission expantiework to the Central African Republic in
addition to its ongoing efforts in Burundi, GuinBessau and Sierra Leone, where it assisted inarkct
processes and facilitated dialogue. By OctoberM&nber States had pledged $267 million to the
Peacebuilding Fund.

A Security Council mission in June visited Djibo(for Somalia affairs), the Sudan, Chad, b€ and
Coéte d’'lvoire to promote peace and reconciliation.

Central Africa and the Great Lakes region continteetle affected by the activities of armed groups
and militias, especially in the eastern part of iR€. Nonetheless, by year's end, the region made
noticeable steps towards resolving long-standimdlicts.

The signing in November 2007 of the Nairobi Comnquiéi by thebRC and Rwanda and, in January, of
theActes d’engagementknown as the Goma Agreements—by bR, the rebel Congres National pour
la Défense du PeupleNDP) and other armed groups from North and South Kivilne easterRC laid
the ground for finally eliminating the regional ¢at of—in particular foreign—armed groups activeréh
through a separation of forces and their disarnaind demobilization or brassage (integration in® th
national armed forces). Little progress, howeveaswnade by the Mixed Technical Commission on
Peace and Security of the Amani programme—the fnarefor implementing the Goma Agreements.
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In August, violence flared in the easteB®C, on the border with Rwanda, where 10,000 UN
peacekeepers of the United Nations Organizatiorsiblisin the Democratic Republic of the Congo
(MONuUC) were tasked with protecting 10 million civiliarfsollowing a series of skirmisheS\DP in late
October began a major offensive threatening Goima frovincial capital of North Kivu), and other
ethnic-based rebel groups entered the fray. Wih@® overwhelmed the Forces armées de la République
démocratique du Congo, displacing hundreds of #wdss of civiliansMONUC reinforced its presence in
Goma and surrounding areas. In November, the SgdDouncil authorized an additional 3,085 troops
and police foMONUC, including special forces, and increased air asset that it might better protect
civilians and ensure humanitarian access. As tises¢hreatened to spill beyond the borders oftiRe,

the Secretary-General met with regional leaders apecial summit in Nairobi in November, also
appointing a Special Envoy for the Great Lakes &ego work with the parties and the international
community to end the crisis. Following discussiavith the Special EnvoycNDP announced that it
would withdraw its forces from the Kanyabayonga-haae and Kabasha-Kiwanja axes, where fighting
had most recently occurred. Meanwhile, the LordésiRtance ArmyLRA), which originated in Uganda,
continued to operate in th#ERC's Province Orientale, bordering the Sudan. At ‘geand, the Security
Council extendetMONUC's mandate by another 12 months.

Burundi continued to face serious peace and sgathidllenges, primarily emanating from the stalled
implementation of the 2006 Comprehensive Ceas&geement, enduring mistrust among political
actors, increased restrictions on public libert&ew progress in fighting impunity, persistent ram
rights violations, insecurity and high levels ofvpady. The end of the year, however, brought a
breakthrough in the peace process, when, at a Suvhthie Heads of State and Government of the Great
Lakes Region (Bujumbura, Burundi, 4 December),@m¥ernment of Burundi, the Palipehuink and
attending Heads of State signed a declarationngalifor the commencement of the disarmament,
demobilization and reintegration of Palipehatii- and the political integration of its leadership.

The political situation in the Central African Rdgtia continued to be dominated by preparationgtier
inclusive political dialogue aimed at ending theureent political and security crises in the cogntr
which was finally held in Bangui in December. Theekall political, security and socio-economic
situation, however, remained fragile, compoundea byeak economy, multifaceted social problems and
impunity, with severe security challenges, partidyl in the northern and south-eastern parts of the
country.

Police and military liaison officers of the Unitétations Mission in the Central African Republic and
Chad MINURCAT) worked with their counterparts of the Europeanddmmilitary operation EUFOR)
there to enhance stability and support human rights the rule of law. The Mission focused on the
training and deployment of the Détachement Intédeé Sécurité—the special Chadian police for
maintaining law and order in refugee camps and gnaigplaced civilians within a 10-kilometre radius
of the camps in eastern Chad. In December, theetegrGeneral recommended the concept of a
United Nations force of at least 4,900 peacekeedpetake over fronEUFORIn early 2009.

As for Uganda, the Special Envoy of the Secretaepésal fon.RA-affected areas worked to conclude
the peace process. However, because the leadgtApfJoseph Kony, did not sign the final peace
agreement, therRcC, Southern Sudan and Uganda launched joint miléation against his camps in the
easterrdRC. Such military action was intended not to defiad peace process, but rather to presstke
into assembling in Ri-Kwangba (Southern Sudan)sagking the final peace agreement.

Welcoming recent steps towards the restorationeaice and stability in the Great Lakes region, the
Security Council, in July, terminated several meesumposed in the wake of the 1994 Rwanda
genocide to prohibit the sale and supply of arntsratated materiel for use in that country. Nonletse
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the border area between Rwanda andiRe remained a matter of concern due to the violeheg¢ t
reignited in August in the eastern part of tiRe€ and continued through the following months.

In West Africa, theSecretary-General said that significant progress made in the consolidation
of peace and democratic governance, and UN peasgians in the subregion began to wind down.
The United Nations Office for West Africa carrieditoits revised mandate, including supporting
ECOWAS, which was demonstrating increased capacity toress$d political, social, economic and
security issues in the region. However, many chgks remained, such as youth unemployment,
rapid urbanization and irregular migration, whiltkhers were emerging or increasing in magnitude,
including social and economic crises, human ang tirafficking and insecurity in the Sahelian band.
Widespread corruption, which weakened State irtgiitg and the rule of law, was a concern. Other
threats to stability included the proliferationsshall arms and light weapons, the potential erumpbib
border conflicts, and organized crime, with drugfficking constituting the most widespread cross-
border activity. Furthermore, the scourge of codfigat had re-emerged in Guinea, Guinea-Bissau
and Mauritania. Three high-level missions visitb@ subregion during the year to assess progress
made and challenges facing countries of the sudnegi

In Céte d’'lvoire, efforts continued to move the pegrocess forward through implementation of the
2007 Ouagadougou Agreement and its supplementagrds: The ceasefire monitored by the United
Nations Operation in Cote d’lvoire and the Frencbolne forces continued to hold, with no major
violations of the arms embargo. The partnershipvben President Laurent Gbagbo and Prime Minister
Guillaume Soro remained strong, and the removathef Green Line dividing the country allowed
political leaders and the general population to enbreely throughout the country. Although progress
was made in preparations for the presidential ielest logistical and technical delays resultedheirt
postponement to 2009. A fourth supplementary actmitie Ouagadougou Agreement, which clarified
issues relating to key processes that had stallesl signed in December.

The Government of Liberia continued efforts to ioy® governance and security, combat corruption,
regain control of the country’s natural resouraes build a stronger economy. With the assistandbef
United Nations Mission in Liberia and other orgatians, further progress was made in consolidating
peace, stability and democracy. The Governmentifigw its first national poverty reduction strategy
and Liberia reached the completion point underethiganced Heavily Indebted Poor Countries Initiative
The Truth and Reconciliation Commission began putdiarings in January and submitted its first repor
to the Legislature and President Ellen Johnsore&irin December. Following his visit to Liberia in
April, the Secretary-General recommended adjustnemtthe second phase of the drawdown of the
Mission.

The Government of Sierra Leone continued efforismgement its agenda for peace consolidation and
economic recovery. Developments included the amdrof/a national anti-corruption strategy and the
submission of the Constitutional Review Commissi@port proposing amendments to the 1991
Constitution. The Secretary-General presented dihgptetion strategy for the United Nations Integdate
Office in Sierra Leone, which entailed the trasitio a successor integrated political office—thntéd
Nations Integrated Peacebuilding Office in Sieremhe. The transition resulted in the adoption ddiat
Vision of the United Nations Family for Sierra Leorin December, President Ernest Bai Koroma issued
his Agenda for Change, presenting the Governmgmitgities for the next three years, including the
foundation for peacebuilding efforts.

The Special Court for Sierra Leone continued tahpse bearing the greatest responsibility foroseyi
violations of international, humanitarian and Saelkeonean laws committed in the territory since6199
The trial of the former President of Liberia, ClearlTaylor, resumed in January.
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The United Nations Peacebuilding Support OfficeGuinea-Bissau assisted the Government in its
efforts to promote national reconciliation, condiegislative elections, and combat drug and human
trafficking, and organized crime. The politicalnshte remained fragile, despite the Governmentlgiabi
pact signed by the three main political partie2007. In July, the African Party for the Indepenckenf
Guinea and Cape Verde withdrew from the pact. iealitand institutional tensions over the National
Assembly’s mandate culminated in August with thegaptment of a new Prime Minister and
Government. Progress was achieved with the edtaidist of the National Reconciliation Commission
and the National Commission for Human Rights. Nbeleiss, instability in the military manifested ifse
in August, when the authorities uncovered a plancmap d’état, and in November, when unknown
assailants attacked the residence of PresidentBedmrdo Vieira, who escaped unharmed. The illicit
drug trade remained a concern amid reports thahéauiBissau was becoming a strategic link in the
transport of illegal narcotics from South AmeriogBurope.

Cameroon and Nigeria continued to cooperate inemphting the 2002 ruling of the International
Court of Justice on their land and maritime boupdiarough the Cameroon-Nigeria Mixed Commission.
During the year, the transfer of authority from &lig to Cameroon of the remaining zone of the Bsikas
peninsula was completed.

Following the death of the President of Guinea,sema Conté, a military junta seized power in
December. The coup was widely condemned interradljon

The democratic process in Mauritania suffered bas#tin August, when the former Chief of Staff of
the army seized power from President Sidi Mohamatti @heikh Abdallahi—the first democratically
elected president in the history of the country—ejlg him under house arrest. The Security Councll
condemned the coup and demanded the immediateseetdathe President and the restoration of the
legitimate, constitutional, democratic institutions

The political situation in the Horn of Africa contied to be adversely affected by conflicts androthe
forms of insecurity within and between States. Ha Sudan, the Sudanese Armed Forces, the Sudan
People’s Liberation Army/Movement and the Unitediblas Mission in the Sudawymis) made uneven
progress in de-escalating tension in the northksdmatrder area and resuming implementation of the
security arrangements set out in the 2005 Compsaeireace Agreement. In March, President Omar
Al-Bashir of the Sudan and President Idriss Déhp bf Chad signed the Dakar Agreement, by which
the two countries committed themselves to endirgr thifferences. In April, the Security Council
renewed th&sNMIS mandate for a further 12-month period. On 10 Mlagtice and Equality Movement
fighters from the Darfur region of the Sudan atetkOmdurman, Sudan, but were repelled by Sudanese
Government forces. The Sudan accused Chad of dugpdhe attack and severed diplomatic ties. In
May, tensions between the Sudanese armed forcetharlidan People’s Liberation Army in the town
of Abyei erupted into full-scale fighting that conted until 20 May. Following several weeks of
consultations, the parties finalized a road mageagent to resolve the situation in Abyei, and refier
the dispute over the Abyei borders to the Perma@entt of Arbitration in The Hague. The electosl
was adopted by the National Assembly and signeBrbgident Al-Bashir in July. That same month, the
Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court resfed that the Court issue an arrest warrant dgains
President Al-Bashir on charges of genocide, criragainst humanity and war crimes. Meanwhile,
relations between Chad and the Sudan improved,tl@@adwo countries exchanged ambassadors in
November.

In Northern Darfur, a status-of-forces agreemeitivben the African Union-United Nations Hybrid
Operation in Darfur NAMID) and the Sudan was signed on 9 February. NeveshdINAMID
deployment progressed slowly and faced significelméllenges, including insufficient troops and
equipment. In July, BENAMID patrol was attacked in Darfur, resulting in thete# seven peacekeepers,
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and auUNAMID officer was killed by unknown gunmen. The Governimgegan a military campaign in
September and engaged in further operations inb@ct®espite a unilateral declaration of a cessaifo
hostilities by the Government on 12 November, acés conducted aerial bombings in Northern and
Western Darfur during that month. Southern Darflgo aexperienced an upsurge in violence, as
Government patrols were attacked. Inter-tribal tiigp continued in Northern and Southern Darfur, and
targeted attacks against humanitarian workers hiadehe provision of assistance to the civilian
population.

In Somalia, coordinated attacks by anti-Governnedgrnents took place in Mogadishu, and Ethiopian
Army and Transitional Federal Government operatibmseradicate those elements increased. In
January, an integrated task force headed by theDdNartment of Political Affairs deployed an
assessment mission to Somalia to develop a compseieeUN strategy for the country. The assessment
outlined a three-track approach consisting of malif security and programmatic dimensions. The
Department also led a fact-finding mission to tegion in January to update contingency plans fer th
possible deployment of a UN peacekeeping missioharch, the Transitional Federal Government of
Somalia unveiled its reconciliation strategy, whiakluded proposals to promote peacebuilding and
reconciliation between the Government and oppastimups. In May, the Secretary-General’s Special
Representative initiated the first round of talkdijibouti between the Transitional Federal Govesnin
and the Alliance for the Re-liberation of Somakan 19 August, the Government and the Alliance
signed the Djibouti agreement for the cessationostilities. The Somali parties signed an agreeroent
the cessation of armed confrontation during a thinagnd of talks in Djibouti on 26 October. On the
same date, the Government and the Alliance folR&diberation of Somalia adopted a declaration on
the establishment of a unity Government.

Despite those developments, insurgent groups isetkattacks on troops of the African Union
Mission in SomaliaAMISOM) in April and May, resulting in the death of peleeepers. The acting head
of the United Nations Development Programme in Mdghu was killed by unidentified gunmen on
6 July. On 29 October, suicide bomb attacks tadgdte UNDP compound in Hargeysa, as well as the
town of Boosasso in northern Somalia; two UN staéfimbers were killed and six others were injured.
In June, the Security Council authorized Statepetrating with the Transitional Federal Government t
enter Somalia’s territorial waters to repress atygracy and armed robbery.

The Organization’s efforts to address the bordepute between Ethiopia and Eritrea changed
dramatically during the year. In January, the SacyeGeneral reported that Eritrea continued tauatd
troops into the Temporary Security Zone betweenwlwecountries and maintained its restrictions los t
United Nations Mission in Ethiopia and EritréaN{EE). The Security Council extended th®&MEE
mandate until 31 July, and demanded that Eritreame fuel shipments to the Mission or allow it to
import fuel, which had been restricted since Decam@007. In February, the Secretariat informed
Eritrea of the decision to relocate Mission pergrin Ethiopia, and requested that it extend to the
Mission the necessary cooperation. However, th&dan Defence Forces hindered the cross-border
movement of personnel and equipment. The Secr@aneral instructedNMEE to begin relocating
military personnel to their home countries pendad@nal decision by the Council on the Mission’s
future. The Council terminated tlhiMEE mandate effective 31 July. No progress was madartts the
construction of boundary pillars between the twontdes in the manner foreseen by the Eritrea-pthio
Boundary Commission. The Commission reported timatesit had concluded all administrative matters
connected with the termination of its mandategitsidered itselfunctus officio

On 11 June, Djibouti stated that Eritrean armeddsrthad launched unprovoked attacks on Djiboutian
army positions the previous day. On 12 June, theur8¢ Council condemned Eritrea’s military
aggression and called on the parties to commit ¢easefire. A UN fact-finding mission that visited
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Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, and Djibouti in July and Ay established that a stalemate had developed
between Djibouti and Eritrea that could only beotesd by diplomatic means. It recommended renewing
as a matter of priority the Secretary-General’sofff good offices to defuse tensions.

The two parties to the dispute concerning the Weyriof Western Sahara—Morocco and the Frente
Polisario para la Liberacion de Saguia el-HamraeyRio de Oro (Frente Polisario)—met with the
Secretary-General’'s Personal Envoy for Western 1@ainaJanuary and March for the third and fourth
rounds of talks, respectively. The parties remaiiaedpart on ways to achieve a solution, but abtee
explore the establishment of family visits by lanodite, in addition to the programme of air visasd
reiterated their commitment to continue negotiatidn April, the Security Council extended the mated
of the United Nations Mission for the ReferendunWastern Sahara until 30 April 2009.

The United Nations also addressed the political lindanitarian crises that followed the elections of
December 2007 in Kenya and the elections of MaBf}82n Zimbabwe.
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Part One: Political and security questions
Chapter Il (pp. 332-352)
Americas

CENTRAL AMERICA, 332: Guatemala, 332.At1, 334: Political and security situation, 334; Peogme
of support for Haiti, 344; MINUSTAH, 344. TIER QUESTIONS 348: Colombia—Ecuador, 348; Cuba—
United States, 349; Cooperation between the Umiistbns and regional organizations, 350.

During 2008, the United Nations continued to adeatice cause of lasting peace, human rights,
sustainable development and the rule of law in Alneericas. In Guatemala, the newly established
International Commission against Impunity continued implement its mandate. In October, the
Secretary-General provided the General Assembly antupdate on the current state and activitieeof
Commission, and the UN role in the implementatibiblsomandate.

In Haiti, continuing challenges relating to theifichl and security situation hampered progresthén
democratic process. In February, internal tendi@mt&een the Government and Parliament culminated in
Prime Minister Jacques-Edouard Alexis’ being sumedbto appear before the Chamber of Deputies to
respond to questions on the high cost of livingsusiéy, justice reform and the development of the
country’s agriculture. In April, six days of incsaagly violent demonstrations in various parts loé t
country against the high cost of living and inchegscost of basic food commodities exemplified the
potential for civil unrest. The United Nations Skalation Mission in Haiti INUSTAH) assisted the
Haitian National Police in responding to the sdgucrisis. Nonetheless, the disturbances subseguent
led to a vote of censure against the GovernmenRtiafe Minister Alexis, which left Haiti without ally
functioning Government for over four months. In Asgand September, a series of hurricanes and
storms struck Haiti, exacerbating an already duménitarian situation arising from the food inségur
crisis. Over 800,000 Haitians lost their homes erevdirectly affected by the disasters. The need to
address the problems posed by the hurricanes hedsetle the political standoff and generated a new
sense of solidarity. The confirmation process faeav Government was concluded in September and the
new Prime Minister was sworn into office. Subsedlyethe houses of Parliament passed a law allowing
the President to declare a state of emergency stabllish a system of flexible disbursement of matio
funds to assist affected populations.

MINUSTAH provided extensive support to the authorities #vel UN country team to facilitate the
provision and coordination of humanitarian assistaand access by humanitarian personnel. The
Mission also continued to support the training arstitutional development of the police. In Decembe
further progress was achieved with the adoptioa tdgislative agenda for 2009 and the issuance of a
decree by the President, together with the new d&Mmister and members of her Government, setting
the first and second rounds of the partial seratetections for 19 April and 7 June 2009.

In other developments in the region, the GeneraleAdly again called on States to refrain from
promulgating laws and measures such as the ongoimargo against Cuba by the United States. The
Assembly also considered activities undertakenhigyWnited Nations to strengthen cooperation with
the Caribbean Community.
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Part One: Political and security questions
Chapter IV (pp. 353—-426)
Asia and the Pacific

AFGHANISTAN, 354: Political and security situation, 354; Santd, 376. RAQ, 382: Political and
security situation, 382; Multinational force, 39dternational Advisory and Monitoring Board, 391NU
Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commissioand IAEA activities, 395; Oil-for-food
programme, 395.RAQ—-KuwAIT, 397: POV$, Kuwaiti property and missing persons, 397; UN
Compensation Commission and Fund, 39810R-LESTE 399: United Nations Integrated Mission in
Timor-Leste, 399; Financing of UN operations, 40®AN, 409: IAEA reports, 409. EMOCRATIC
PEOPLE S REPUBLIC OFKOREA, 415. NEPAL, 416. MYANMAR, 421. O'HER MATTERS 423: Cambodia—
Thailand border dispute, 423; Cambodia, 424; Indakistan, 424; Mongolia, 425; The Philippines,
425; Tajikistan, 425; United Arab Emirates—Iran54Regional meetings, 426.

In 2008, the United Nations continued to face sigait political and security challenges in Asialahe
Pacific, as it worked to restore peace and stglalitd to promote economic and social development in
the region.

In Afghanistan, 2008 was the most violent yearesi®@01, with insurgents continuing their attempts a
destabilization through sophisticated asymmetriacs. Nevertheless, the capacity of the Afghan
national army increased, relations with Pakistaprowed, areas under opium cultivation were reduced
by 19 per cent and nearly 2 million Afghans weraqgadully registered for elections.

The United Nations Assistance Mission in AfghamisgaNAMA) coordinated international humanitarian
and development assistance, fostered politicabgiied and helped the Government build institutidns.
reached out to the Afghan public, especially thoke felt alienated from their Government but weo¢ n
opposed to the Constitution or targeted by UN samst In March, the Security Council extended
UNAMA’s mandate by another year.

The International Security Assistance Fonsag), a multinational force established by the Couircil
2001, continued to assist the Government in maiimgisecurity. In September, the Council extended
ISAF’s authorization until October 2009. The North Atlereaty Organization maintained its role as
lead command fosAF.

In June, the Security Council adopted resolutiod7{8008) on the fight against illicit drugs in
Afghanistan. In November, the General Assemblyedallpon the Government to continue addressing the
threat posed by extremist groups and criminal wicde and urged donors to increase the proportion of
assistance channelled directly to Afghanistan’e tdget.

In Irag, 2008 saw a decrease in security incidants relative stability, even as United States tsoop
deployed for the military surge were withdrawn. Timailtinational force progressively transferred
security responsibilities to the Iragi army. On Ribvember, the Iragi Council of Representatives
approved a bilateral agreement placing United Statees under Iraq’s authority and jurisdictiorithvwa
timeline for their withdrawal from Iraq by Decemld&11. On 22 December, by resolution 1859(2008),
the Council took note of the agreed expiratiorhefinandate of the multinational force on 31 Decembe

Despite a decrease in violent, high-visibility aks by militias, insurgents and criminal gangs,
indiscriminate attacks by roadside, car or suididenbs were almost daily occurrences—often with
women and occasionally children as suicide bombkeasy's efforts to meet internationally agreed
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development targets, as set forth in the Internati€ompact for Iraq, resulted in cancellationtsfdebt
in December by the Paris Club.

The United Nations Assistance Mission in IragNAMI) continued to advise the Government on
developing civil and social services, foster humights protection and legal reforms, and contriliote
the coordination of development and reconstructiorAugust, the Council extendetNAMI’s mandate
for another year.

The United Nations persisted in following up oruiss relating to Iraq’s 1990 invasion of Kuwait—
including the repatriation of the remains of Kuwaihd third-country nationals, the return of Kuwait
property and compensation for losses and damage.

The United Nations Integrated Mission in Timor-leesNMIT) further assisted the country in
reforming the security sector, strengthening the aofi law, promoting economic and social developmen
and fostering democratic governance. On 11 Febraararmed group led by the former military police
commander of the armed forces, Alfredo Reinadosiezhrout separate attacks against President José
Ramos-Horta and Prime Minister Kay Rala Xanana GusnThe attacks resulted in the nearly fatal
injury of the president and in the death of Mr.iRelo. Nonetheless, for the most part, the leadwets a
people of Timor-Leste made steady progress in @hsa The unresolved grievances of the 600
“petitioners” dismissed from the armed forces irD@0wvere settled in August with the petitioners’
acceptance of financial compensation to returnivdian life. The pace of closures of the interyall
displaced persons camps accelerated as a restlie o6overnment-led National Recovery Strategy,
supported byNMIT; by December, most of the internally displaced hetdrned to their communities or
had been resettled. \MIT supported the rebuilding of the national policeotiyh training and
institutional development. The certification prazdsr the majority of police officers was compleied
2008, and preparations were made for a graduatmason of responsibilities by the Timorese polilre.
the meantime,UNMIT continued to maintain a robust police presenceosacrthe country. The
professionalism and internal stability of the na#ibsecurity and defence forces remained a concern,
among widespread perceptions that they enjoyednihp hat perception was further entrenched due to
the 94 presidential pardons granted to convictedicals in May, which, while legal, were considetad
many as undermining efforts to promote accountgtaind to combat impunity.

In March, the Security Council imposed additiorah&ions against Iran over its nuclear programme,
including the inspection of cargo suspected of yiagr prohibited goods, the tighter monitoring of
financial institutions and the extension of trabelns and asset freezes. In September, the Council
requested Iran to stop uranium enrichment and cegging activities and to cooperate with inspectors
from the International Atomic Energy Agency.

A major accomplishment of UN peace operations 082@as the transition in Nepal, where a political
mission, the United Nations Mission in Nepal, runthe Department of Political Affairs, helped the
country hold nationwide Constituent Assembly etatsi which effectively ended the civil war. Aftera
postponements, the Nepalese people turned outga rmumbers on 10 April to elect the Assembly, the
most inclusive legislative body in the country'story. Following the election, the Assembly voted t
abolish the 239-year-old monarchy. Nepal still thogany challenges, however, including the integrati
and rehabilitation of some 19,000 former combatants

The Secretary-General’'s Special Adviser for Myanmsited the country in March to encourage the
authorities to promote democratization and natiaeabnciliation. He met with senior Government
ministers as well as with detained opposition ledav Aung San Suu Kyi and members of her party,
the National League for Democracy. On 2 May, Cyeldargis struck Myanmar, leaving more than
130,000 people dead or missing. The United Natiappealed for $187 million to help provide
humanitarian relief, and called on the authoritegrant more access for delivering humanitariahtai
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the victims. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon visiddganmar in May and met Senior General Than
Shwe, who agreed to allow international aid workets the country, regardless of their nationaly.
June, some 1.3 million people had received assistdn July, the United Nations launched an appeal
for $482 million. The Special Adviser visited theunitry in August, holding talks with the Planningda
Health ministers, the Foreign Affairs Minister asdnior Government members. In September, the
Secretary-General welcomed the release of polipaabners. In November, he called for all politica
prisoners to be released and for all citizens tallmaved to participate freely in their country’slpical
future.

During the year, the Secretary-General encouragedrgss in the six-party talks aimed at the
verifiable denuclearization of the Korean PeninsiaJuly and October, the Secretary-General urged
Cambodia and Thailand to resolve diplomaticallyrtberder dispute.
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Part One: Political and security questions
Chapter V (pp. 427-474)
Europe and the Mediterranean

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA, 427: Implementation of Peace Agreement, 428; i@an Union missions
in Bosnia and Herzegovina, 43ERBIA, 435: Situation in Kosovo, 435.EGRGIA, 448: UN Observer
Mission in Georgia, 448; Georgian-Russian conflid3. ARMENIA AND AZERBAIJAN, 460.
ORGANIZATION FOR DEMOCRACY AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, 463. (&YPRUS 463: Good offices
mission, 464; UNFICYP, 464. ™ER ISSUES 471: Strengthening of security and cooperatiorhim
Mediterranean, 471; Stability and development iutBdcastern Europe, 472; Cooperation with the
Council of Europe, 472; Cooperation with the Orgation for Security and Cooperation in Europe, 474.

The restoration of peace and stability in the mastflict countries of the European and Mediterranea
region advanced in 2008, as efforts to re-estabtishir institutions and social and economic
infrastructure continued. However, a number of @sstemained unresolved, and in some countries the
peace process was seriously challenged.

The international community, led by the EuropeaiobliEU), continued to assist Bosnia and Herzegovina
in moving towards full integration into Europe thgh theEu Stabilization and Association Process. The
country in June signed the Stabilization and Asgmri Agreement with theu and was provided with a
road map for visa liberalization. Neverthelessiomatlist rhetoric prevailed in the political sceseea result
of a municipal election campaign and other devetaumin the region.

The United Nations Interim Administration Mission Kosovo continued to assist in building a
modern, multiethnic society. In February, Kosoveldeed independence, an act followed by boycotts
by Kosovo Serbs and protests in many areas in Kpaad Serbia. In light of developments, the United
Nations Mission in June launched a reconfiguraporcess. In October, acting on a Serbian proposal,
the General Assembly requested the InternationaltGyd Justice for an advisory opinion on whether
Kosovo's unilateral declaration of independence inasccordance with international law.

Renewed efforts to end the stalemate in the Geewjikhaz peace process were threatened in August
by the war in South Ossetia and by the GeorgiarsiBagonflict. The recognition of Abkhazia and $out
Ossetia by the Russian Federation further incredsedions. Georgia withdrew from the 1994
Agreement on a Ceasefire and Separation of Forbéssdow Agreement), and the Collective
Peacekeeping Force of the Commonwealth of Indeper&tates was officially terminated, substantially
changing the context in which the United Nations@tler Mission in Georgia operated.

No progress was made towards settling the coffébiveen Armenia and Azerbaijan over the occupied
Nagorny Karabakh region in Azerbaijan. In Marchtirag on a proposal by Azerbaijan, the General
Assembly called for the withdrawal of Armenian fesdrom Azerbaijan.

The situation in Cyprus appeared to improve, and éffidrts focused on assisting the two sides in
implementing the 8 July 2006 Agreement. Full-fledlgeegotiations between the Greek Cypriot and
Turkish Cypriot sides were launched in Septembdeut)N auspices. The United Nations Peacekeeping
Force in Cyprus continued to cooperate with the ¢emmunities, facilitating projects benefiting Gree
and Turkish Cypriots in the buffer zone and advamdhe goal of restoring normal conditions and
humanitarian functions on the island.
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Part One: Political and security questions
Chapter VI (pp. 475-557)
Middle East

PEACE PROCESs475: Political developments, 475; Occupied Palest Territory, 476. @QHER ISSUES
RELATED TO PALESTINE, 515: General aspects, 515; Assistance to Paksin519; UNRWA, 523.
PEACEKEEPING OPERATIONS530: Lebanon, 530; Syrian Arab Republic, 551.

The year 2008 was marked by a number of encouratgrmglopments in the Middle East. Bilateral and
multilateral efforts intensified to find a compreisese, just and lasting settlement of the IsraaleBtinian
conflict within the framework set out at the 200hrapolis Conference. Nonetheless, the goal of a
peaceful settlement of the conflict by the end e {year remained elusive, and the situation on the
ground in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian ey including East Jerusalem, remained difficult,
hampering political efforts to achieve the visidrtwo States existing side by side in peace andrggc

In the Gaza Strip, in particular, prolonged violenand a deepening humanitarian crisis prevailed,
complicated by the widening rift between the Paiesh factions in the Fatah-controlled West Banl an
the Hamas-controlled Gaza Strip. As part of themdy intensified diplomatic efforts in the Middigast
peace process, the good offices of the Secretamgi@econtinued, as well as those of the Middlet Eas
Quartet (European Union, Russian Federation, Uriations, United States) to promote the road map
initiative endorsed by the Security Council in 2@0®I confirmed at Annapolis in 2007.

The year 2008 also marked 60 years of Palestini@posisession. At a special meeting to
commemorate that event, the Committee on the Eseeraf the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian
People (Committee on Palestinian Rights) reiterétbedpermanent responsibility of the United Nations
towards the question of Palestine until it was Irebin all its aspects in accordance with intaorsl
law, and urged the international community to amngi its support for the Middle East peace process.

The Special Committee to Investigate Israeli PcastiAffecting the Human Rights of the Palestinian
People and Other Arabs in the Occupied Territoeg®rted to the General Assembly on the situation i
the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, and inGhea Strip and the Golan Heights. The United
Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Re@sgyin the Near East, working under increasingly
difficult circumstances, continued to provide edigg health and social services to over 4 million
Palestinians living in and outside camps in the VMBask and Gaza Strip, as well as in Jordan, Lebano
and the Syrian Arab Republic.

In Lebanon, marked progress was made in returriiegcountry to stability and reconciliation. An
agreement among Lebanese political leaders wabedamn 21 May that led to the election of General
Michel Sleiman as President of Lebanon, the foromabf a Government of national unity and the
launching of a national dialogue. Despite the impobpolitical climate, however, the country’s stiéypi
remained fragile and was threatened by a numbeedus security incidents involving Lebanese and
non-Lebanese militias. Progress towards a permaeasefire and long-term solution between Isragl an
Lebanon remained elusive.

The United Nations International Independent Ingasion Commission continued to investigate the
14 February 2005 assassination of former Lebanesee PMinister Rafik Hariri and 22 others. The
Security Council extended the Commission’s mandatél February 2009 to allow for a smooth
transition and handover to the Special TribunalLiwanon, which was to begin its work in March 2009
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The United Nations Interim Force in LebandsNIfIL) continued to cooperate closely with the
Lebanese Armed Forces in consolidating the strategiitary and security environment in southern
Lebanon. WIFIL’'s mandate was extended in August for another 18tinso Also during the year, the
Security Council twice extended the mandate of Wmited Nations Disengagement Observer Force
(UNDOF) in the Golan Heights. The United Nations Truc@&uision Organization continued to assist
UNIFIL andUNDOF in their tasks.
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Part One: Political and security questions
Chapter VIl (pp. 558—-656)
Disarmament

UN ROLE IN DISARMAMENT, 559: UN machinery, 559; Disarmament Commissiofl.5NUCLEAR
DISARMAMENT, 564: Conference on Disarmament, 567; Bilaterabagents and unilateral measures,
572; Missiles, 576; Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Bagaty, 579; Prohibition of the use of nuclear
weapons, 582; Advisory opinion of the InternatioGalurt of Justice, 583. DN-PROLIFERATION ISSUES
584: Non-proliferation treaty, 584; Non-prolifei@ti of weapons of mass destruction, 585;
Multilateralism in disarmament and non-proliferatid90; International Atomic Energy Agency, 593;
Radioactive waste, 598; Nuclear-weapon-free zork}). BACTERIOLOGICAL (BIOLOGICAL) AND
CHEMICAL WEAPONS 604: Bacteriological (biological) weapons, 60%hetical weapons, 606; 1925
Geneva Protocol, 610.0NVENTIONAL WEAPONS 610: Towards an arms trade treaty, 611; Smalbarm
613; Convention on excessively injurious converdlomeapons and Protocols, 620; Cluster munitions,
623; Anti-personnel mines, 624; Practical disarmain@26; Transparency, 627 TKER DISARMAMENT
ISSUES 631: Prevention of an arms race in outer spaB&, &/aritime security and safety, 633;
Disarmament and development, 634; Observance afcgmeental norms, 636; Effects of depleted
uranium, 636; Science and technology and disarmgné&i. SUDIES, INFORMATION AND TRAINING,
638: Disarmament studies, 638; Disarmament educatBB8. FEGIONAL DISARMAMENT, 642:
Conventional arms control at regional and subregjiolevels, 643; Regional and subregional
confidence-building measures, 644; Africa, 646;aAsnd the Pacific, 649; Europe, 651; Latin America
and the Caribbean, 653; Middle East, 656.

Nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation issuesareed in 2008 at the forefront of the internationa
agenda, with the objective of moving towards a eaichveapons-free world. Advances towards that goal,
however, were modest, as both the Conference ocar@@a@mnent and the United Nations Disarmament
Commission remained in deadlock. The Conference wmable to reach a consensus on a substantive
programme of work, while the Commission concludedtinree-year cycle without any consensus on
recommendations concerning nuclear disarmamenhangroliferation, as well as practical confidence-
building measures in the field of conventional weagp Meanwhile, the chronic pattern of deeply drdd
voting on nuclear resolutions in the General Asdgrobntinued.

In other developments, the second session of tlepaPatory Committee for the 2010 Review
Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Rimififeration of Nuclear WeaponsKT) concluded in
May, although it was unable to agree to attachChairman’s factual summary to its report. The Uhite
Nations Panel of Governmental Experts on the Isguilissiles in All Its Aspects could not reach a
consensus on measures to deal with that issuerdbedates ratified and signed the Comprehensive
Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty, and a Joint Ministeria@t&mnent was adopted at the Ministerial Meeting held
in September, urging the Treaty’s early entry fotce.

Throughout the year, regional organizations coetihto address disarmament and non-proliferation
issues. With respect to nuclear-weapon-free zansgynificant advance came with the ratificatiortred
Central Asian Nuclear-Weapon-Free-Zone Treaty, qgavine way for its entry into force in 2009. The
verification programme of the International Atonitoergy Agency remained at the core of multilateral
efforts to curb the proliferation of nuclear weapoand move towards nuclear disarmament.
Comprehensive safeguards agreements, concludagbptisNPT, and the Model Additional Protocols to
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those agreements, which granted the Agency compkameinspection authority, remained the principal
legal instruments upholding the Agency’'s safeguaedgme. In 2008, safeguards were applied for 163
States with safeguards agreements in force. Howthare was little progress on safeguard issuésin
and the Syrian Arab Republic, or on proliferatisgues in the Democratic People’s Republic of Kaaea,
the Agency and concerned States worked to reseihaaining issues.

Other gains included the issuance by the Russialerggon and the United States of a Strategic
Framework Declaration covering several areas opemation, including the intention to pursue legally
binding arrangements to replace the expiring Treatythe Reduction and Limitation of Strategic
Offensive Arms $TART I). Australia and Japan established the InterndtiQmmmission on Nuclear
Non-Proliferation and Disarmament, and nuclear rdisanent proposals were put forward by the
European Union and the United Kingdom. In Octobe®,UN Secretary-General launched his five-point
proposal for a world free of nuclear weapons.

A major highlight in the field of conventional armgas the adoption of the Convention on Cluster
Munitions, a milestone in global efforts to bantsweapons, although member States of the Convention
on Certain Conventional Weapons were unable tchreaoonsensus in addressing issues relating to the
humanitarian impact of cluster munitions. Parteshiat Convention held their ninth annual meetimg i
November. Also in November, the Ninth Meeting of thtates Parties to the Anti-Personnel Mine-Ban
Treaty took place in Geneva, which resulted inabproval of requests by 15 States to extend thged0-
deadline for clearance and destruction of such snine

Progress towards establishing an arms trade tgaatyed momentum, with the convening of a Group
of Governmental Experts to examine the feasibiityd scope of a comprehensive, legally binding
instrument establishing international standardgsterimport, export and transfer of conventionahsr
The Group recommended further consideration ofresffvithin the United Nations to address the issue
on a step-by-step basis. The General Assemblylestath an open-ended working group to implement
that recommendation in 2009.

With respect to transparency measures, the nuntb8tates using the Standardized Instrument for
Reporting Military Expenditures remained stable.iM/the number of States reporting data to the UN
Register of Conventional Arms had dropped shanpisecent years, there was an increase in the number
of States reporting on transfer of small arms &idt Wweapons.

In April, the Security Council held a debate on Braams and light weapons, and in July, the General
Assembly convened its third biennial meeting oft&taon the implementation of the programme of
action to combat their illicit trade. For the firsime, such a biennial meeting was able to adopt a
substantive outcome document, one that identifieayaforward for international cooperation; assis&
and capacity-building to combat illicit brokeringianagement and surplus disposal; and marking and
tracing. The Assembly agreed to convene anothefepemce to review the implementation of the
programme of action in 2012.

The Security Council in November held a high-lesdebate on the relationship between disarmament
and development—another issue of long-standingestat the United Nations.
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Part One: Political and security questions
Chapter VIII (pp. 657—-708)
Other political and security questions

GENERAL ASPECTS OF INTERNATIONAL SECURITY657: Support for democracies, 65EGONAL ASPECTS
OF INTERNATIONAL PEACE AND SECURITY 657: South Atlantic, 657. ELOLONIZATION, 658: Decade for
the Eradication of Colonialism, 658; Puerto Ric@ppTerritories under review, 670; Other territbria
issues, 684. FACEFUL USES OF OUTER SPAGES84: Implementation of UNISPACE Il recommendatp
689; Scientific and Technical Subcommittee, 689gdleSubcommittee, 693.FEECTS OF ATOMIC
RADIATION, 694. NFORMATION AND TELECOMMUNICATIONS IN INTERNATIONAL SECURITY, 696. UN
PUBLIC INFORMATION, 698.

In 2008, the United Nations continued to addrediiqgal and security questions relating to its sogp
for democratization worldwide, the promotion of diemization, and the peaceful uses of outer spxe,
well as the Organization’s public information attes.

In February, the General Assembly received the téxthe Bamako Consensus on “Democracy,
Development and Poverty Reduction”, adopted byRterth Ministerial Conference of the Community
of Democracies in November 2007. Conference ppdids committed to the enhancement of
democratic governance in all regions and to uphgldihe conclusions of previous Ministerial
Conferences. They also decided to establish a pemmaecretariat in Warsaw, Poland.

The Special Committee on the Situation with regarthe Implementation of the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries dPebples continued to review progress in
implementing the 1960 Declaration, particularly #neercise of self-determination by the remaining
Non-Self-Governing Territories. During the yeare t8pecial Committee organized a Pacific regional
seminar in Bandung, Indonesia, as part of its tffew implement the plan of action for the Second
International Decade for the Eradication of Coltism (2001-2010). Territories under review by the
Special Committee included the Falkland IslandsIyMas), Gibraltar, New Caledonia, Tokelau and
Western Sahara.

The Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Spaxesidered the implementation of the
recommendations of the Third (1999) United NatiQuhference on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses
of Outer SpaceUNISPACE Ill) and welcomed the link between the workWSPACE Il and that of the
Commission on Sustainable Development. There wagress in the implementation of the United
Nations Platform for Space-based Information fosd3ier Management and Emergency Response
(UN-sPIDER. The Committee set forth guidelines for selectaryl setting up regional UBRIDER
offices. In December, the Assembly endorsed themagendations of the Committee.

The United Nations Scientific Committee on the Effeof Atomic Radiation held its fifty-sixth
session in Vienna in July. It considered reportssoarces of radiation exposure, the 1986 Chernobyl
accident and effects on non-human biota.

In a December resolution on developments in infeienaand telecommunications in the context of
international security, the Assembly called on Mem§8tates to promote consideration of existing and
potential threats in the field of information satyras well as possible measures to limit emerging
threats.

The Committee on Information considered UN inforimatpolicies and activities and reviewed the
management and operation of the UN Department ofi®information ©PI). During the yearpPI
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highlighted UN priority issues in the areas of peand security, development and human rights, and
promoted the sixtieth anniversaries of United Naipeacekeeping and of the adoption of the UniVersa
Declaration of Human Rights.
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Part Two: Human Rights
Chapter I (pp. 711-760)
Promotion of human rights

UN MACHINERY, 711: Human Rights Council, 711; Office of the HiGommissioner for Human Rights,
717; Human rights defenders, 720; Other aspect®, AAMAN RIGHTS INSTRUMENTS 722: General
aspects, 722; Covenant on Civil and Political Rsgland Optional Protocols, 728; Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, 728; Conwamthgainst racial discrimination, 733; Convention
against torture, 736; Convention on eliminatiordisicrimination against women and Optional Protocol,
737; Convention on the Rights of the Child, 737n@mtion on migrant workers, 748; Convention on
genocide, 749; Convention on rights of persons wiigabilities, 749; International Convention for
protection from enforced disappearance, 75IHER ACTIVITIES, 751: Follow-up to 1993 World
Conference, 751; Human rights education, 752; §theming action to promote human rights, 758.

Efforts to promote human rights were boosted irBaf)0several notable developments. The new maghifer
the Human Rights Council, created in 2006, begakingin earnest with the launch of the Universadiétlic
Review mechanismUpR). UnderuPR the Council examined the human rights recordBafalintries—the first
step in reviewing the record of all Member Statesefour years. Several countries under revieweandk
firm commitments to better implement human righndgify human rights instruments and strengthenr thei
cooperation with the Council’'s special procedukésteover, the Advisory Committee, established tovjale
expertise to the Council, held its first sessiod anbmitted 13 recommendations, while the Counoé&
complaint procedure, made up of the Working GronpGommunications and the Working Group on
Situations, addressed consistent patterns of gaondsreliably attested violations of human rightsl an
fundamental freedoms throughout the world. Humghtsi were also promoted through the work of the
committees of experts (treaty bodies) monitoringnpliance with the legally binding human rights
instruments, as well as by the network of humantsigefenders in individual countries operatindnimithe
framework of the 1998 Declaration on Human Righe&fedders. During the year, the Council held three
regular sessions (seventh, eighth and ninth) aeé gpecial sessions (sixth, seventh and eighth).

On 10 December, the General Assembly held a plamasting to mark the sixtieth anniversary of the
adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rgl®n the same day, it adopted the Optional Pobtoc
to the International Covenant on Economic, Soaial @ultural Rights, which established a procedidre o
individual communications for cases of alleged atioins of economic, social and cultural rights.cAils
December, the Assembly stressed the role of the udsmban, the mediator and other human rights
institutions in promoting and protecting human t&ggihe year also marked the sixtieth anniversatiieo
1948 Convention on the Prevention and Punishmethieo€rime of Genocide.

The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Digeds and its Optional Protocol entered into foirce
May. In November, the Conference of States Pattidke Convention, at its first session, electex 1A
members of the Committee on the Rights of Persatis@isabilities—the body of independent experts to
help monitor implementation of the Convention.

The Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rglstrengthened its country engagement and
expanded its presence at the country and regiemalsl It continued to support the work of the Golun
and its mechanisms, including the special proceduineJuly, the Assembly approved the appointmgnt b
the Secretary-General of Navanethem Pillay (Sodtlta@ to replace Louise Arbour (Canada) as United
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights for arfgear term of office beginning on 1 September.
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Part Two: Human Rights
Chapter Il (pp. 761-858)
Protection of human rights

RACISM AND RACIAL DISCRIMINATION, 761: Follow-up to 2001 World Conference, 761; @omporary
forms of racism, 768. IL AND POLITICAL RIGHTS, 772: Right to nationality, 772; Protection of
migrants, 772; Discrimination against minoritieZ67 Right to self-determination, 789; Administratio
of justice, 794; Other issues, 802CdNOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL RIGHTS 818: Right to
development, 818; Extreme poverty, 833; Right tdfo835; Right to adequate housing, 840; Cultural
rights, 841; Right to education, 841; Environmemtatl scientific concerns, 842; Right to health, ;843
Slavery and related issues, 845; Vulnerable grag4s,

In 2008, the United Nations continued to proteanhu rights worldwide through several mechanisms.
Its main organs—the Economic and Social Councd, @eneral Assembly and the Security Council—
remained actively engaged in protecting those sighthe Assembly’s Human Rights Council carried out
its task as the central United Nations intergovemntal body responsible for promoting and protecting
all human rights and fundamental freedoms. It agkibd human rights violations, worked to prevent
abuses, provided overall policy guidance, monitdrexi observance of human rights around the world
and assisted States in fulfilling their human rigbbligations.

The special procedures mandate-holders—speciabntapips, working groups, independent experts and
special representatives—monitored, examined, athasd publicly reported on human rights situations
specific countries or on major human rights viokas worldwide. In 2008, 30 thematic mandate-holders
reported on adequate housing, people of Africanatesarbitrary detention, children and armed acinthe
sale of children, education, enforced or involuntdisappearances, extralegal executions, effedsren
debt on human rights, extreme poverty, the righfotml, freedom of opinion and expression, freedédm o
religion or belief, physical and mental health, lamnrights defenders, independence of the judiciary,
indigenous peoples, internally displaced persongsam rights and international solidarity, mercessari
migrants, minority issues, racism and racial dmsgration, slavery, human rights protection while
countering terrorism, torture, the illicit movememid dumping of toxic and dangerous products arstesa
trafficking in persons, transnational corporatiossd violence against women. During the year, ntanda
holders sent 911 communications to 118 countrigarding 2,206 individuals; two thirds were joint
communications sent by two or more mandates. Th®y eonducted 53 fact-finding missions to 48
countries, issued 177 statements and press releasesubmitted 135 reports to the Human Rights€ibu
(120 by thematic mandate-holders), including 7Quahreports and 56 country visit reports, and Jfoms
to the General Assembly. In June, the Council etttite mandate of the independent expert on the &fs
human rights obligations related to access todsai&ing water and sanitation.

In May, the Council held a special session to t@aton on the negative impact on the realization of
the right to food of the worsening world food csistaused by soaring food prices, among otherhing

The rights of minorities continued to be a majazu®. The Forum on Minority Issues, created by the
Council in 2007, met for the first time in Decemharder the guidance of the independent expert on
minority issues. The Permanent Forum on Indigenssises addressed indigenous concerns relating to
economic and social development, culture, educatism environment, health and human rights, and
helped to coordinate related UN activities. The &xplechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples,
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at its first session, discussed participation digenous peoples in its work, as well as issuegeadlto
discrimination and the rights of indigenous peoptesducation.

Preparations continued for the Durban Review Cemie#, scheduled for 2009, whose objectives
included a review of the progress made in implemgrthe 2001 Durban Programme of Action and an
assessment of the effectiveness of mechanismshatrdments for tackling racial discrimination.
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Part Two: Human Rights
Chapter Il (pp. 859-898)
Human rights country situations

GENERAL ASPECTS 860: Strengthening country engagements, 866rRiG%, 861: Burundi, 861;
Democratic Republic of the Congo, 862; Kenya, 86Bgria, 864; Sierra Leone, 865; Somalia, 866;
Sudan, 867. MERICAS, 870: Colombia, 870; Guatemala, 871; Haiti, 8721aAA872: Afghanistan, 872;
Azerbaijan, 873; Cambodia, 873; Democratic PeopRepublic of Korea, 875; Iran, 879; Myanmar,
881; Nepal, 889. EROPE AND THEMEDITERRANEAN, 890: Cyprus, 890; Georgia, 891.10MLE EAST,
892: Territories occupied by Israel, 892.

In 2008, human rights situations of concern in Menfbtates, particularly regarding alleged violatiamd
how best to assist and guide Governments and aiiostitutions in combating them, were addressgd b
the General Assembly and the Human Rights Couaied, by special rapporteurs, the Secretary-General’s
special representatives and independent expertsraeg to examine those situations.

In Myanmar, the human rights situation remainedvgrdespite some improvements as a result of
political developments, according to the Speciapgtateur. In February, a draft Constitution was
finalized—the fourth step in the Government’s sestap road map to democracy—and a referendum on
its adoption was held on 10 May. The lack of pgséton in the drafting process, the small degree o
transparency, the limited public knowledge abost d¢bntents, and the conditions under which the
referendum was held all raised concerns from a hunggats perspective. In addition, a large numider o
opposition leaders remained in detention. The sdneof the National League for Democracy General
Secretary, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, was a matter oicem as the Government, in May, extended her
house arrest with no new evidence against herhénwake of Cyclone Nargis, the Secretary-General
visited Myanmar on 22 and 23 May. Following hiscdissions with Government officials, some access for
international aid workers was granted. In June,Hoenan Rights Council called on the Government to
implement commitments it had made to the Secrd®amyeral on granting access by relief workers tag¢ho
in need.

The protection of human rights in the Sudan renthteallenging. There were continued violations of
the freedoms of expression and association thag¢ weiparticular concern as the country prepared for
elections in 2009. Gross violations of human rigtastinued to be perpetrated in the Darfur regidme
Special Rapporteur said that in general, the humgduts situation remained grim and violations conéd
to be committed by all parties. Some progress hesh bmade in implementing the 2005 Comprehensive
Peace Agreement, and by July, the National Assetrdudypassed 59 new bills, including acts on theedrm
forces, criminal procedure, elections, the polind @olitical parties. Overall, the human rightsdkegnd
institutional framework remained weak. In Septembw®s Council acknowledged the progress made in the
implementation of the Comprehensive Peace Agreeramdtthe steps taken by the Government to
strengthen the human rights legal and institutidra@iework, principally in law reform. It expressed
concern at the overall human rights situation aaitéd on the Government to accelerate implememtatio
the Agreement, to establish the remaining commissian particular the national human rights
commission, and to intensify efforts for promotengd protecting human rights.

The Special Rapporteur reported that the humarnsrigjtuation in the Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea remained grave in 2008. In addition to systtgrhuman rights violations, the country was emdur
an economic crisis characterized by rampant anonotshortages of food. Civil and political rightere
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severely constrained due to the repression impasethe regime, coupled with intimidation and an
extensive informant system, creating insecurity agnihe population. A new development during ther yea
was the resumption of talks between the DemocReimple’s Republic of Korea and Japan on abducted
Japanese nationals, aimed at reopening investigato unresolved cases. The food shortages became
more evident as the year progressed, with regoatsnillions of people were facing severe deprorati A

new agreement was reached between the authonittetha World Food Programme to assist 6.5 million
people, whereby the Programme was granted accdssuseholds and warehouses that had previously
been inaccessible.

The Human Rights Council held its sixth speciabgas(23—24 January) on the human rights violations
emanating from Israeli military attacks and incons in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, anctighth
special session (28 November and 1 December) onuiman rights situation in the east of the Demaxrat
Republic of the Congo.

Also during the year, the High Commissioner for HumRights reported on the efforts of her Office to
strengthen country engagements, especially throvabased activities of field representatives asntiain
means for promoting human rights and reducing timia. The Council, its special procedures and the
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Righteesgyjthened country engagements through advisory
services, technical cooperation and monitoringvdies as a means of advancing international human
rights principles and preventing violations in seveountries, including Afghanistan, Burundi, Cardia,
Colombia, Cyprus, the Democratic People’s Republli&Korea, the Democratic Republic of the Congo,
Guatemala, Haiti, Iran, Liberia, Myanmar, Nepale tccupied Palestinian Territory, Sierra Leone,
Somalia and the Sudan. For its part, the Genersgbly took action on the human rights situatiothin
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Georgiay llad Myanmar.
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Part Three: Economic and social questions
Chapter I (pp. 901-956)
Development policy and international economic coopation

INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC RELATIONS 902: Development and international economic coatpmn, 902;
Sustainable development, 910; Eradication of pgy&16; Science and technology for development,
927. EEONOMIC AND SOCIAL TRENDS 933. DEVELOPMENT POLICY AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION, 935:
Committee for Development Policy, 935; Public adsthation, 936. ®OUPS OF COUNTRIES IN SPECIAL
SITUATIONS, 938: Least developed countries, 938; Small isldadeloping States, 945; Landlocked
developing countries, 948; Economies in transitissh.

In 2008, the global economy was on the brink oésson, due to the fallout from the financial &isi

the United States, the bursting of the housing kasbithere and in other large economies, soaring
commodity prices, increasingly restrictive monetpojicies in a number of countries, and stock miarke
volatility. In December, the General Assembly aalén countries to manage their macroeconomic and
financial policies in ways that contributed to ghblstability, sustained economic growth and sustalm
development, and recognized that greater coheremaserequired among the macro-economic, trade,
aid, financial, environmental and gender-equalibfigles to ensure that globalization worked as a
positive force for all. The Assembly also reaffitinghe need to continue working towards a new
international economic order based on the prinsifgé equity, sovereign equality, interdependence,
common interest, cooperation and solidarity amdh§tates.

During the year, the United Nations continued coasition of a number of development issues. The
Economic and Social Council, at its high-level segtn(30 June—3 July), discussed the promotion of an
integrated approach to rural development in dewetppountries for poverty eradication and sustdmab
development. As part of that segment, the Coungldl the first biennial Development Cooperation
Forum, which discussed a new vision for developnuamperation in the twenty-first century and its
changing landscape and dynamics, and a high-leeétyp dialogue with the representatives of
international financial and trade institutions oevelopments in the world economy. It also held its
annual ministerial review on “Implementing the mm&tionally agreed goals and commitments in regard
to sustainable development”, and adopted a Min@tddeclaration on the theme. In August, the
development needs of middle-income countries wersidered at the third Ministerial Conference on
Development Cooperation with Middle-Income Courgr@®ICs), held in Windhoek, Namibia. The
Conference adopted the Windhoek Ministerial Detlana which recognized the importance of
reflecting the development needsMEs in the outcomes of the international economicetigpment
processes.

The Commission on Sustainable Development revigwedress in the follow-up to the 2002 World
Summit on Sustainable Development and implememtaifoAgenda 21, the action plan on sustainable
development adopted by the 1992 United Nations €ente on Environment and Development. The
Commission’s high-level segment discussed the th@iihe way forward”, which focused on investing
in Africa to achieve the Millennium Development @d#VDGSs) and sustainable development, and
interlinkages among the issues of agriculture, Irdevelopment, land, drought, desertification and
Africa, including adaptation to climate changehe tontext of sustainable development.

The eradication of poverty and the achievementhef MDGs continued to be a major focus of
attention. The Economic and Social Council reviewietplementation of its 2007 Ministerial
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Declaration on strengthening efforts to eradicaieepty and hunger, and requested the UN system to
adopt more comprehensive, coherent and multidimeasiapproaches in formulating its eradication
policies, programmes and operations. During the,yba General Assembly decided that the theme for
the Second United Nations Decade for the EradicatfoPoverty, proclaimed in 2007, would be “Full
employment and decent work for all”, and requested Secretary-General to appoint a focal point to
coordinate implementation of the Decade. The As$gmbo considered the legal empowerment of the
poor on the basis of the final report of the Consmis on Legal Empowerment of the Poor, entitled
“Making the law work for everyone”. It reaffirmedhdt the rule of law was essential for sustained
economic growth, sustainable development and théieation of poverty and hunger, and stressed the
importance of sharing best national practices. Akgembly held a high-level event on theGs, the
theme of which was “End poverty 2015: make it haydp&he objective was to review progress and take
stock of gaps at the midway point in the globabefto achieve th&DGs by 2015, identify actions and
help ensure that the goals and international targahained on track, and that the momentum was
maintained beyond 2008. In that regard, the Sagr&aneral and the Assembly President proposed to
hold anMDG Summit in 2010 to galvanize efforts and actionghe final five years before the 2015
deadline, and to convene an informal thematic gebat“Strengthening global health: the heatics

and beyond”.

The Commission on Science and Technology for Dewent considered as its priority themes
development-oriented policies for a socio-econoftyiceclusive information society; and science,
technology and engineering for innovation and capdmiilding in education and research. It also
considered progress made in the implementatiomafalow-up to the outcomes of the first (2003yan
second (2005) phases of the World Summit on therdmétion Society at the regional and international
levels.

The UN system continued to address the developmeaitiems of groups of countries in special
situations. The Assembly decided to convene, in12@ie Fourth United Nations Conference on the
Least Developed Countries to undertake a compreleeappraisal of the implementation of the 2001
Brussels Programme of Action and identify obstaales constraints encountered, as well as actioths an
initiatives needed. It also reviewed progress aithplementation of the 1994 Programme of Actian fo
the Sustainable Development of Small Island Develpftates and the 2005 Mauritius Strategy for the
Further Implementation of the Programme of Actibhe Assembly requested UN system agencies to
intensify efforts for mainstreaming the MauritiugreBegy in their work programmes. It conducted its
midterm review of the Almaty Programme of Actiomlogted in 2003 by the International Ministerial
Conference of Landlocked and Transit Developing ridaes and Donor Countries and International
Financial and Development Institutions on TransariBport Cooperation, and called on donors and the
multilateral, regional, financial and developmemistitutions to provide landlocked and transit
developing countries with technical and financgdiatance for its implementation.
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Part Three: Economic and social questions
Chapter Il (pp. 957-990)
Operational activities for development

SYSTEM-WIDE ACTIVITIES, 957. TECHNICAL COOPERATION THROUGHUNDP, 966: UNDP/UNFPA
Executive Board, 966; UNDP operational activiti®§,7; Financial and administrative matters, 975.
OTHER TECHNICAL COOPERATION 981: Development Account, 981; UN activities, 98N Office for
Partnerships, 982; UN Office for Project Servic@®3; UN Volunteers, 986; Economic and technical
cooperation among developing countries, 988; UNit@apevelopment Fund, 989.

In 2008, the United Nations system continued tosioie development assistance to developing countries
and countries with economies in transition througke United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP), the central United Nations funding body for teickal assistance. NDP income reached
$6 billion. Total expenditure for all programme iaities and support costs in 2008 increased to
$5.39 billion. Total income for the United Natio@spital Development Fund/{CDF) reached $50.1
million in 2008, including $6 million managed WNCDF on behalf ofUNDP. At year's end, United
Nations Foundation allocations to projects of theited Nations Fund for International Partnerships
reached approximately $1.06 billion.

In April, the Secretary-General reported on the lenmgntation of General Assembly resolution
62/208 on the 2007 triennial comprehensive poleyiaw of operational activities for development of
the UN system. In an August report, the Secretapdbal analysed the implications of aligning the
strategic planning cycles of the UN funds and pmognes with the comprehensive policy review, and
provided recommendations on changing the reviem fadhree-year to a four-year cycle.

In September, theNDP/United Nations Population Fund Executive Boardraped the enhanced and
integrateduNDP accountability system, which included an accoutitglframework and an oversight
policy. It also amended theNDP financial regulations and rules to enable thn®P Administrator to
make ex-gratia payments of up to $75,000 per year.

In 2008, the United Nations Office for Project Sees UNOPS delivered $1.06 billion through
project implementation and spent $61.9 million austéring it. The contribution to the operational
reserve was $4.9 million, bringing it to $30.06lmil. In September, the Executive Board approved a
change to th&NOPSgovernance structure, realigning the functions @mdposition of its Management
Coordination Committee to allow it to perform aipgladvisory function; the body was renamed the
Policy Advisory Committee to reflect its new rolat its September session, the Executive Board
approved the revisedNOPS accountability framework and oversight policiesalso took note of the
draft fourth cooperation framework for South-SoGihoperation (2009—2011) and encouraged Member
States to supportNDP and the Special Unit for South-South Cooperationimplementing the
framework.

In 2008, 7,753 volunteers working for th@bP-administered United Nations Volunteer programme
carried out 7,991 assignments in 132 countries.

UNCDF achieved its programmatic targets in 2008, expands interventions to 38 least developed
countries. During the yeawNDP andUNCDF met most of their objectives with respect to etabiag the
UNCDF/UNDP partnership framework.
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Part Three: Economic and social questions
Chapter Il (pp. 991-1039)
Humanitarian and special economic assistance

HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE, 991: Coordination, 991; Resource mobilization8;98Blew international
humanitarian order, 1000; Humanitarian activitle300. $ECIAL ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE 1007: African
economic recovery and development, 1007; Other aoan assistance, 1020.19ASTER RESPONSE
1022: International cooperation, 1023; Disasteuctidn, 1026; Disaster assistance, 1032.

In 2008, the United Nations, through the Office fioe Coordination of Humanitarian AffairoGHA),
continued to mobilize and coordinate humanitariasistance to respond to international emergencies.
During the year, consolidated inter-agency andhflappeals were launched for Bolivia, the Central
African Republic, Chad, Gte d’lvoire, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Ggar Haiti, Honduras,
Iragq, Kenya, Kyrgyzstan, Liberia, Madagascar, Myannthe Occupied Palestinian Territory, Somalia,
Southern Africa, the Sudan, Tajikistan, Uganda, WAdsca, Yemen and Zimbabwe.dA received
contributions for natural disaster assistance ltotpa$1.4 billion.

The Ad Hoc Advisory Groups on Guinea-Bissau andildantinued to develop long-term programmes
of support for those countries. Due to progressemadsuinea-Bissau, and following the corresponding
Group’s recommendation, the Economic and SociahCibterminated that Group’s mandate in July.

In other development activities, the General Asdgntield a high-level meeting on Africa’s
development needs in September and adopted acpbtigclaration on the topic.

In 2008, some 354 disasters associated with natazdrds, such as earthquakes, floods, cyclones and
droughts, caused 235,264 deaths and affected apma@ty 214 million people. The cost of natural
disasters was estimated at $190 billion in econataimages. The relative economic impact of disasters
was greatest in low- and middle-income countriéfaris continued to implement the Hyogo Declaration
and the Hyogo Framework for Action 2005-2015, tAeydar plan for reducing disaster risks, adopted at
the World Conference on Disaster Reduction in 20®®parations were under way for the second
session of the Global Platform for Disaster Riskitrztion scheduled for 2009.

During the year, the Economic and Social Councisitered ways to strengthen United Nations
humanitarian assistance coordination by implemgnimproved humanitarian response at all levels.
Implementation of the humanitarian reform agendaaaded with the launch of the cluster approach in
five new sudden-onset emergencies.

The Central Emergency Response Fund continuedide &r the rapid provision of assistance to
populations affected by sudden-onset disastersiagerfunded emergencies.
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Part Three: Economic and social questions
Chapter IV (pp. 1040-1100)
International trade, finance and transport

UNCTAD XII, 1041. INTERNATIONAL TRADE, 1047: Trade Policy, 1052; Trade promotion and
facilitation, 1055; Commodities, 1057.INBNCE, 1060: Financial policy, 1060; Financing for
development, 1072; Investment, technology and edldtnancial issues, 1092.RANSPORT 1096:
Maritime transport, 1096; Transport of dangerouodyy 1097. UNCTADINSTITUTIONAL AND
ORGANIZATIONAL QUESTIONS 1097.

The World Trade Organizationvfo) Doha Round of trade negotiations stood at acatiuncture as
negotiations entered the seventh year in 2008, wmanwere scheduled to conclude. The focus was on
establishing full modalities for reducing commitnteem agriculture and non-agricultural market asces
In July, an informaWwTO “mini-ministerial” meeting, convened to establistodalities on agriculture
and non-agricultural market access, failed to ashie breakthrough to set the basis for concludneg t
Doha Round in 2008.

From 20 to 25 April, the United Nations Confererme Trade and DevelopmeniNCTAD) held its
twelfth session UNCTAD XIl) in Accra, Ghana, under the theme “Addressing dpportunities and
challenges of globalization for development”. Then€@rence adopted the Accra Declaration, a pdlitica
statement in which member States commend®&dTAD for its contribution to advancing the
development agenda and supporting developing deanin addressing challenges and maximizing
benefits from the globalized world economy. It atsopted the Accra Accord, which built upon the
2004 Séao Paulo Consensus, and provided updatexy aolalysis and responses, as well as guidelimes fo
strengtheningNCTAD and enhancing its development role, impact antutisnal effectiveness.

In April, the Economic and Social Council held &l high-level meeting with the Bretton Woods
institutions (the World Bank Group and the Inteimaél Monetary Fund)WwTO andUNCTAD under the
theme “Coherence, coordination and cooperationhan dontext of the implementation of the 2002
Monterrey Consensus, including new challenges andrgng issues”. The meeting identified new
initiatives on financing for development, whiclviewed as important for achieving the objectiveshef
Consensus. The Follow-up International Conference Financing for Development to Review
Implementation of the Monterrey Consensus was inelzbha, Qatar, from 29 November to 2 December.
The Conference had as its theme “Looking aheadhdurcooperative actions in financing for
development”. It adopted the Doha Declaration arakcing for Development: outcome document of the
Follow-up International Conference on Financing B@mvelopment to Review the Implementation of the
Monterrey Consensus, in which States reaffirmed Go@sensus. It also recognized that mobilizing
financial resources for development and the effectise of those resources were central to the Igloba
partnership for sustainable development and foreatty the internationally agreed development goals
including the Millennium Development GoalOGs). On 24 December, the General Assembly endorsed
the Doha Declaration.

The World Economic Situation and Prospects 200tly issued byyNCTAD and the UN Department
of Economic and Social Affairs, stated that thebgldinancial crisis, coming on the heels of thed@and
energy security crises, would most likely set bawmlogress towards poverty reduction and the
achievement of th&IDGs. Restoring confidence in financial markets ineortb normalize credit flows
remained of primary importance. In that regard, @eneral Assembly President convened, in October,
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an Interactive Panel on the Global Financial Crisissecure a more stable and sustainable global
economic order, and welcomed the establishmenttih-level Task Force of Experts to undertake a
comprehensive review of the international finansidtem. In 2008, developing countries continued to
make increasing substantial net outward transfefin@ncial resources to developed countries, riegch

an all-time high of $933 billion. Net transfers ffiaccountries with economies in transition increased
$171 billion, owing mainly to the strong increasethe trade surplus of the Russian Federation. In
contrast, in Latin America and the Caribbean anst Bad South Asia, net outward transfers decliised a
consequence of the financial turmoil, leading teduction in private capital flows from the thirdagter

of the year onwards.

Total contributions taUNCTAD voluntary trust funds amounted to $36.8 millioeflecting in nominal
terms a 26.4 per cent increase over the previoas ¥eveloped countries’ contributions accounted fo
58 per cent of the total, an increase of 30 pet icenominal terms, while contributions from devaiay
countries and economies in transition declined bypdr cent and accounted for 21 per cent. Coniitit
from multilateral donors increased sharply, with uropean Commission providing 14.5 per cent ef th
total, a 127 per cent increase, and the UN systawiding 5 per cent. The private and public sectors
provided 1.8 per cent.

At its fifty-fifth session in September, tH&NCTAD Trade and Development Board adopted agreed
conclusions on review of progress in the implentgnaof the Programme of Action for the Least
Developed Countries for the Decade 2001-2010; enandevelopment in Africa: trade liberalization
and export performance in Africa; and review WNCTAD technical cooperation activities and their
financing.
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Part Three: Economic and social questions
Chapter V (pp. 1101-1135)
Regional economic and social activities

REGIONAL COOPERATION 1101. ARicA, 1103: Economic trends, 1103; Activities in 2008,04;
Programme and organizational questions, 1138A AND THE PACIFIC, 1108: Economic trends, 1109;
Activities in 2008, 1109; Programme and organizaloquestions, 1114.URorPE 1118: Economic
trends, 1118; Activities in 2008, 1118A1IN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN, 1123: Economic trends,
1124; Activities in 2008, 1124; Programme and orgational questions, 1129. B¥TERNASIA, 1130:
Economic trends, 1131; Activities in 2008, 1131lgdtamme and organizational questions, 1134.

The five regional commissions continued in 200&tovide technical cooperation, including advisory
services, to their member States to promote progr@snand projects and provide training to
enhance national capacity-building in various sectbour of them—the Economic Commission for
Africa (ECA), the Economic and Social Commission for Asia #ral Pacific ESCAP, the Economic
Commission for Latin America and the CaribbeafCLAC) and the Economic and Social
Commission for Western AsigE§CWA—held regular sessions during the year. The Econom
Commission for EuropeECE) did not meet in 2008, but was scheduled to dms2009.

The Executive Secretaries of the commissions caretinto meet periodically to exchange views
and coordinate activities and positions on majovetlgoment issues. In July, the Economic and
Social Council held a dialogue with the Executive®taries on the theme “The regional dimension
of the themes of the high-level segment for 2008”.

In 2008,ECA organized its annual session as part of the jmist meetings of the African Union
(AU) Conference of Ministers of Economy and Finance #nreECA Conference of African Ministers
of Finance, Planning and Economic Development. tAtNarch—April sessionECA met on the
theme “Meeting Africa’s New Development Challenges the 21st Century”, and adopted a
ministerial statement in which Ministers reaffirm#éteir commitment to the internationally agreed
development goals, including the Millennium Devetemt Goals NIDGS), and to theAU New
Partnership for Africa’s Development programme ks shared framework for development and
global partnership.

Meeting in April on the theme “Energy security asdstainable development in Asia and the
Pacific”, ESCAP adopted a resolution calling upon all members asgbciate members to cooperate
in developing renewable energy technologies throtiyh sharing of policy and technological
experiences.

During its June sessioECLAC held a regional consultation in preparation foe thollow-up
International Conference on Financing for Developtn® Review the Implementation of the
Monterrey Consensus, holding panel discussionsiman€ing and cooperation, mobilization of
domestic resources, systemic issues, and gendeigsoin financing for development. In addition,
ECLAC approved the admission of the Cayman Islands assanciate member.

At its May sessionESCWA reviewed financing for development in the regiom,preparation for
the Follow-up International Conference, and strbaging regional cooperation for achieving the
MDGs. It launched a portal for information gatheringdassued a report on thDGs in the Arab
region as at 2007. In July, the Economic and Sdeaincil approved the admission of the Sudan as
a member oESCWA
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The regional commissions also found themselvesimgatith the effects of the financial crisis
that reached significant global proportions towattus end of the year. Within the context of their
mandates, the Commissions began to consider whiahadhey might take to mitigate the effects of
that crisis in their regions.
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Part Three: Economic and social questions
Chapter VI (pp. 1136-1140)
Energy, natural resources and cartography

ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES$ 1136: Energy, 1137; Natural resources, 113&®RTOGRAPHY, 1140.

The conservation, development and use of energynatutral resources continued to be the focus of
several UN bodies in 2008, including the Commis®anSustainable Development, which commenced
its first two-year implementation cycle (2008-2008h the thematic cluster: agriculture, rural
development, land, drought, desertification ando&fr

Recognizing the important role of energy in susthle development, poverty eradication and
achievement of internationally agreed developmearalyy the Commission, at its sixteenth session in
May, discussed the need for new energy technologggmecially renewable energy; energy and induistria
development; water services; demand for biofueis; the improvement of access to energy, water and
sanitation in the rural areas. The Commission alserved that despite progress being made witlidega
to energy for sustainable development, higher gneriges and climate change posed new challenges.

The Director General of the International AtomiceEgy Agency IAEA), in his annual address to the
General Assembly in October, expressed his coraeont the proliferation of nuclear weapons and the
possibility of extremist groups having access tolear or radioactive material. He also noted W4 was
at the nexus of development and security and hadblested effective partnerships with the World iea
Organization and the Food and Agriculture Orgaiunabf the United Nations. Consequently, the use of
radiation therapy for treating cancer had incredsgher-yielding food crops had been developed,raare
people had access to clean drinking water. Somend@@ar power reactors were operating in 30 cstr
and 36 new plants were under construction. Thecidiréseneral cautioned that the primary respoitgilbdr
ensuring safety and security depended upon theresiooncerned.

The issue of sanitation was the focus of World Waigy (22 March) and one of the main subjects ef th
UN-Water Annual Report 2008he United Nations celebrated 2008 as the Intiemma Year of Sanitation,
which emphasized that disease control and poveatyication could not be achieved without sanitation
highlighting its importance for health, dignity,cagustainable social and economic development.

The Economic and Social Council recommended thattéhth Conference on the Standardization of
Geographical Names be convened in 2012, and thatvéimty-fifth session of the United Nations Graip
Experts on Geographical Names be held in May 2009.

100



Part Three: Economic and social questions
Chapter VII (pp. 1141-1181)
Environment and human settlements

ENVIRONMENT, 1141: UN Environment Programme, 1141; Global Emvnent Facility, 1154;
International conventions and mechanisms, 1154; iremwmental activities, 1163. WAN
SETTLEMENTS 1175: Follow-up on the 1996 UN Conference on Huor8attlements (Habitat 1), 1175;
UN Human Settlements Programme, 1179.

In 2008, the United Nations and the internatiormahmunity continued to work towards protecting the
environment through legally binding instruments ahnel activities of the United Nations Environment
ProgrammeyNEP).

The tenth special session of th®EP Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environmenbram
discussed the emerging policy themes of globatimadind the environment—mobilizing finance to meet
the climate challenge, and international environi@egovernance and UN reform. The Executive
Director developed theNEP Medium-term Strategy 2010-2013, which set outvisen and strategic
direction forUNEP activities for that period. The Council authorizéb@ Executive Director to use the
Strategy in formulating the strategic frameworksl gmogrammes of work and budgets for the 2010—
2011 and 2012-2013 periods. In October, the ExesWdirector submitted the final review of the first
UNEP long-term Tunza strategy (2003—2008) for engagiogng people in environmental issues, and
proposed a second long-term strategy (2009-2014).

In February, the General Assembly held a thematimaté on “Addressing Climate Change: The United
Nations and the World at Work”. TRe\NEP Governing Council invited the Economic and So€ialincil to
consider a proposal for proclaiming an internafiolegade for addressing climate change for the-22020
period. In a decision on the sustainable developwiethe Arctic region, the Governing Council resiael
the Governments of Arctic States and other stakieh®lto implement measures to facilitate adaptation
climate change, including by indigenous communifidge twenty-eighth session of the Intergovernnienta
Panel on Climate Change, held in April in Budaplsingary, decided to produce a fifth assessmeumttrep
on climate change, to be finalized in 2014. A glateategy was initiated to follow up on the Milleam
Ecosystem Assessment, which was completed in 2005.

In August, the Secretary-General recommended ttablesiment of the Eastern Mediterranean Oil
Spill Restoration Trust Fund. The Fund would prevaksistance and support to the States adversely
affected by the oil slick that resulted from thestiection by Israel of oil storage tanks in Lebamon
2006, following the outbreak of hostilities betweksnael and the paramilitary group Hizbullah. The
General Assembly established the Fund in December.

The ninth meeting of the Conference of the Pattiethe Convention on Biological Diversity, which
took place in May in Bonn, Germany, adopted a ragurfor negotiating an international regime for
access to and sharing the benefits of genetic ressu

The United Nations Human Settlements Programme [Kladbitat) continued to support the
implementation of the 1996 Habitat Agenda and théeihium Development Goals. A new Global
Campaign for Sustainable Urbanization merged twevipus campaigns on secure tenure and urban
governance, and addressed the adaptation and trotigdnallenges of climate change. In December, the
UN-Habitat Committee of Permanent Representativetorsed an action plan for implementing the
2008-2013 Medium-term Strategic and InstitutiodahP
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Part Three: Economic and social questions
Chapter VIII (pp. 1182-1196)
Population

FoLLow-uUP TO 1994 CONFERENCE ON POPULATION AND DEVELOPMENT, 1182: Implementation of
Programme of Action, 1182NTERNATIONAL MIGRATION AND DEVELOPMENT, 1184. WITED NATIONS
POPULATION FUND, 1188. QHER POPULATION ACTIVITIES 1194.

In 2008, world population stood at 6.8 billion, awds projected to reach 9 billion in 2045 if fetyil
levels continued to decline in developing countri®ile 53 developed countries had fertility belthat
needed to ensure the replacement of generationsgded®loping countries—many of them least
developed—had total fertility above 4.0 childrem w@man. In addition, population was shifting. Fog
first time in history, there were more urban dwmlldhan rural inhabitants, and urban dwellers \iikkety

to compose 70 per cent of the world population @y®

UN population activities continued to be guidedthg Programme of Action adopted at the 1994
International Conference on Population and Devekgm(CPD) and the key actions for its
implementation adopted at the twenty-first speciassion of the General Assembly in 1999. The
Commission on Population and Development—the babpansible for monitoring, reviewing and
assessing implementation of the Programme of Aetioonsidered as its special theme “Population
distribution, urbanization, internal migration addvelopment”. The Population Division continued to
analyse and report on world demographic trends @oitties and to make its findings available in
publications and on the Internet.

The United Nations Population FundNEPA) assisted countries in implementing toeb agenda and
the Millennium Development Goals through their o§@opulation data to formulate sound policies and
programmes. In 2008NFPA provided assistance to 158 countries, areas antbts, with emphasis on
increasing the availability and quality of reprotiue health services, fighting gender discriminatand
gender-based violence, formulating effective pojputepolicies and intensifyinglv prevention.
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Part Three: Economic and social questions
Chapter IX (pp. 1197-1249)
Social policy, crime prevention and human resourcedevelopment

SOCIAL POLICY AND CULTURAL ISSUES 1197: Social development, 1197; Persons withbilisas, 1209;
Cultural development, 1215 RG/E PREVENTION AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE 1222: Preparations for Twelfth
(2010) United Nations Crime Congress, 1222; Comiarisen Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice,
1225; Crime prevention programme, 1226; Transnationganized crime, 1233; Strategies for crime
prevention, 1238; UN standards and norms, 1243eiQthme prevention and criminal justice issues,
1244. HUMAN RESOURCES DEVELOPMEN;T1245: Education for all, 1247; International y&dr248.

In 2008, the United Nations continued to promotaapcultural and human resources development, and
to strengthen its crime prevention and criminalipgsprogramme.

The Commission for Social Development, in Februaagain considered as its priority theme
“Promoting full employment and decent work for allt also reviewed UN plans and programmes of
action pertaining to the situation of social groaps discussed the issue of incorporating disghilithe
development agenda.

In December, the General Assembly—having considehed implementation of the Copenhagen
Declaration on Social Development and the Programindection, adopted at the 1995 World Summit for
Social Development, and further initiatives for isb@evelopment adopted at its twenty-fourth (2000)
special session—recognized the relevance of théaf¢ion on Social Justice for a Fair Globalization
adopted by the International Labour Organizatiodune to promote an integrated approach to thentlece
work agenda and respond to the growing challengegobalization. In July, the Economic and Social
Council, following discussions on the promotionfalf employment and decent work for all, reaffirmed
the issue’s central importance to poverty eradcaéind social integration and requested membettseof
UN system and financial institutions to integrdie goals of full and productive employment and dece
work for all in their policies, programmes and aities.

With regard to persons with disabilities, UN bod@mtinued to monitor the implementation of the
1982 World Programme of Action concerning DisabRefsons and the 1993 Standard Rules on the
Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Difdes. The 2006 Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities entered into force on &Min July, the Council renewed the mandate of the
Special Rapporteur on Disability of the CommisdionSocial Development until 31 December 2011.

In the area of cultural development, the Assemiblypecember, invited Member States to promote a
culture of peace and non-violence, and, followintyva-day high-level meeting on a culture of peace,
affirmed that mutual understanding and interreligialialogue constituted important dimensions of the
dialogue among civilizations and of the culturgpefce. In other action, the Assembly urged Statds a
the UN system to foster peace and accelerate thsmraent of the Millennium Development Goals
through sport-based initiatives, and to promoteititegration of sport for development and peadéén
development agenda.

In April, the Commission on Crime Prevention andn@nal Justice considered, among other things,
the preparations for the Twelfth (2010) United Nas Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal
Justice; protection against trafficking in cultupsbperty; strengthening prevention of urban criue
international cooperation in preventing and conmgptilicit international trafficking in forest praatts,
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including timber, wildlife and other forest biolagil resources. It also held a thematic discussion o
aspects of violence against women.

The Assembly, in December, urged Governments tuiwalize trafficking in persons in all its forms,
and encouraged Member States that had not yet slorte ratify or accede to the United Nations
Convention against Transnational Organized Crima it Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish
Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and ClatdrThe Assembly also condemned corruption in all
its forms and urged Governments to combat and penabrruption and to enhance international
cooperation.

As to human resources development, the Assembbgrezed that a renewed collective commitment
would be needed to meet the objectives of the natenal Plan of Action for the United Nations
Literacy Decade (2003-2012). It called on Membextest to give literacy higher priority within their
educational planning and budgeting, and to devisstegjies for reaching groups disproportionately
affected by illiteracy.

The Assembly proclaimed 2011 the International Y¢aChemistry.
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Part Three: Economic and social questions
Chapter X (pp. 1250-1282)
Women

FoLLow-upP TO THEFOURTH WORLD CONFERENCE ONWOMEN AND BEWNING + 5, 1250: Critical areas of
concern, 1255. UNIACHINERY, 1277: Convention on the elimination of discrintioa against women,
1277; Commission on the Status of Women, 1278; UdNdbpment Fund for Women (UNIFEM),
1279; International Research and Training Insti{iNSTRAW), 1280.

In 2008, United Nations efforts to advance theustatf women worldwide continued to be directed by
the principles and guidelines of the Beijing Deateam and Platform for Action, adopted at the Hourt
(1995) World Conference on Women, and the outcofrtbeo General Assembly’s twenty-third (2000)
special session (Beijing+5), which reviewed progtiesgheir implementation.

The Commission on the Status of Women, at its-8&tgond session in March, adopted conclusions on
financing for gender equality and the empowerméntamen, which the Economic and Social Council
transmitted to the Assembly as input to the prdpara for the follow-up international conference on
financing for development. The Commission recomneend the Council for adoption a draft resolution
on the situation of and assistance to Palestiniamewn, which the Council adopted in July. The Cadunci
also took action on mainstreaming a gender perispdato all UN system policies and programmes. The
Commission adopted and brought to the attentiothefCouncil resolutions on women and children
taken hostage in armed conflict; women, the gifldchnd HIV/AIDS; ending female genital mutilation;
and strengthening of the International ResearchTaadhing Institute for the Advancement of Women
(INSTRAW),

The General Assembly adopted resolutions on elitimgaviolence against women; trafficking in
women and girls; supporting efforts to end obstdistula; and the future operation IBSTRAW. The
United Nations Development Fund for Women continteetbcus on women’s economic security and
rights, ending violence against women, reducing fghevalence oHIV/AIDS, and advancing gender
justice in democratic governance. The United Natiocontinued efforts to strengthen and revitalize
INSTRAW. The Executive Board approved the Institute’stetye framework for 2008—2011.
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Part Three: Economic and social questions
Chapter Xl (pp. 1283-1302)
Children, youth and ageing persons

CHILDREN, 1283: Follow-up to the 2002 General Assembly gpesession on children, 1283; United
Nations Children’s Fund, 1284.00TH, 1299. AGEING PERSONS 1300: Follow-up to the Second World
Assembly on Ageing (2002), 1300.

In 2008, the United Nations Children’s FungNICEF) continued its work to ensure that every child
received the best possible start in life; was fuftymunized and protected from disease, including
HIV/AIDS, and disability; had access to a quality primaciio®l education; and was protected from
violence, abuse, exploitation and discrimination.

Progress was achieved in realizing the commitmsetsout in “A world fit for children”, the final
document of the twenty-seventh special sessioheoGeneral Assembly on children, held in 2002. Many
countries had incorporated the commitments intar tpianning by developing plans of action for
children’s issues.

UNICEF continued its focus on five areas for 2006—20@ing child survival and development; basic
education and gender equalityy/AIDS and children; child protection from violence, esition and
abuse; and policy advocacy and partnerships fadreim's rights. In 2008/NICEF cooperated with 155
countries and responded to emergencies in 78 gesintr

Progress and constraints with respect to the vefigoof youth and their role in society were reeard
in implementing the 1995 World Programme of ActionYouth to the Year 2000 and Beyond.

The United Nations continued its action to impleimne 2002 Madrid International Plan Action on
Ageing. In February, the Commission for Social Depgment completed the first review and appraisal of
the International Plan. In July, the Secretary-Gangrovided the outline of a strategic implementat
framework for the Plan. In December, the Assembiigoeraged Governments to build capacity to
eradicate poverty among older persons by integrageing issues into poverty eradication strategyiels
national development plans. The Assembly also strteshe need for additional national capacity-
building.
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Part Three: Economic and social questions
Chapter XII (pp. 1303-1327)
Refugees and displaced persons

OFFICE OF THEUNITED NATIONS HIGH COMMISSIONER FORREFUGEES 1304: Programme policy, 1304;
Financial and administrative questions, 1308cBGEE PROTECTION AND ASSISTANGEL312: Protection
issues, 1312; Assistance measures, 1314; Regicindtias, 1316.

In 2008, there were 34.4 million people of concémnthe Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for RefugeesJNHCR), including 10.5 million refugees. The number dfentified
stateless persons stood at 6.6 million and the eumibstateless persons worldwide was estimatd@ at
million. The number of people displaced remaineghhiat an estimated 26 million, with 14.4 million
benefiting fromUNHCR protection assistance. The latter figure congidtuan increase of more than
600,000 compared to the previous year. More th@mmlllion internally displaced person®gs) were
able to go back to their places of origin, and mii@n 600,000 refugees were able to return to their
homes.

During the year,UNHCR exercised its protection mandate more effectivaly relation to
statelessness, and progress was made in thatweitbagncouraging developments taking place in
countries as diverse as Bangladesh, Ukraine antUtiited Arab Emirates. NHCR helped more than
150,000 refugees in Central Africa and the GreakeLaegion find a durable solution through
voluntary repatriation and reintegration in theionie countries, including 40,000 refugees who
repatriated to the Democratic Republic of the Cof@rcC), 95,000 to Burundi and some 8,600 to
Rwanda. WHCR provided international protection and materialistasce to some 676,000 refugees,
of whom 68,300 were Congolese in camps in BuruRdianda and the United Republic of Tanzania.

The Office also protected and assisted 2,700 Buamsdn Rwanda, 112,000 Angolans in thec,
more than 8,500 refugees from Chad, the Sudanta®RC in the Central African Republic£R) and
some 81,000 refugees in Cameroon, of whom alma®063wvere from th€AR. UNHCR led the efforts
of the protection cluster to improve the safety aadurity ofibPs in theCAR and theDRC,

The volatile situations in Afghanistan and Pakistamgoing conflicts in the Darfur region of the
Sudan and Colombia, and violence in Georgia, 1Ré and Somalia continued to generate forced
movements within and across borders. The contimoedict in Somalia caused massive displacement
of populations, and th®P population rose from 450,000 to approximatelyrhillion people. Clashes
in Ethiopia’s Ogaden region triggered the intertigplacement of thousands of Ethiopians; there were
some 200,000 conflict-inducedps, living mainly in Somali, Oromiya, Gambella andyray regional
states. In Kenya, post-election violence that exdiph late 2007 led to the displacement of between
350,000 and 500,000 people to camps and host comesyespecially in the Rift Valley.

Fighting between Government forces and irregularear groups severely affected civilians in the
north of theCAR, and the number obPs rose to 197,000. The total number of Centralcafmirefugees
stood at 104,000. The situation in eastern Chadsevd markedly along the volatile border with
Darfur. Cross-border movements of armed groupsi-trailclashes, acts of banditry and general
impunity affected the safety and security of 250,08fugees from Darfur, 186,000 Chadiafs and
the host communities. South Africa was hit by a &va¥ unprecedented xenophobic violence targeting
Zimbabweans and other foreign nationals, whichldesgal up to 100,000 people.
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Despite States’ obligations to extend cooperatiahen the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of
Refugees [YUN 1951, p. 520], the Office was oftemidd access to detention centres to determine
international protection needsNHCR also continued to face challenges in all aspecteotficiary and
staff safety.

In October, the Executive Committee adopted gereanatlusions on international protection, which
called upon States to scrupulously respect theciptn of non-refoulement. It also called on States
take steps to prevent acts of violence againsgesfsi and other persons of concern.

In January, the African Uniom{) Executive Council adopted two decisions on thaasion of
refugees, returnees ampbs in Africa. The Council called upon the internatbceommunity to redouble
its assistance to victims of forced displacememfiica.

In December, the General Assembly adopted resol@Bi149 on assistance to refugees, returnees
and displaced persons in Africa. The Assembly ersigkd that States had the primary responsibility fo
the protection of, and assistance to, refugee$@in territory. The Assembly also emphasized thedne
to redouble efforts to develop and implement comg@nsive durable solution strategies, in cooperation
with the international community.
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Part Three: Economic and social questions
Chapter XIlII (pp. 1328-1345)
Health, food and nutrition

HEALTH, 1329: AIDS prevention and control, 1329; Sické#t@naemia, 1332; Tobacco, 1333; Malaria,
1334; Global public health, 1338; Road safety, 134D AND AGRICULTURE, 1341: Food aid, 1341,
Food security, 1343. BWRITION, 1344.

In 2008, the United Nations continued to promotenan health and food security, coordinate food aid
and support research in nutrition.

At the end of the year, about 33.4 million peopleravliving with HIV/AIDS, and an estimated
2.7 million people had become infected with theusir Deaths due taiDS-related illnesses were
estimated at 2 million. The Joint United Nation®©d?amme orHIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) issued the 2008
Report on the globaliDs epidemic-the most comprehensive global assessment ofl#is8IDS response
ever assembled. The report confirmed that out@flh/ countries which had documented their progress
in implementing the 2001 Declaration of Commitmentiv/AIDS, many had made considerable gains in
addressing their national epidemics. Increasesnan€ing forHIV programmes in low- and middle-
income countries resulted in progress in reduging deaths and preventing new infections. In June, the
General Assembly held a high-level meeting to neviee progress achieved in realizing the Declamnatio
of Commitment and the Political Declarationt@¥/AIDS.

In 2008, the United Nations focused on sickle-eglaemia as a public health issue. According to
World Health Organization\(HO) estimates, some 100 million people carried tokleicell trait, and at
least 500,000 children were born each year withntlest severe form of the disease. Major disparities
persisted between countries of the North and cmsof the South with respect to management of the
disease. In a December resolution, the Generalmitdgeurged Member States and the UN system to
promote health-care services, training and teclyysicansfer programmes to improve the lives of ¢hos
affected, and to raise awareness of the disea%@ dune of each year.

The Conference of the Parties to w80 Framework Convention on Tobacco Control, at iisdth
session in November, established a working grougetelop guidelines for implementation of article 1
dealing with demand reduction. The Intergovernmddégotiating Body on a Protocol on lllicit Trade i
Tobacco Products held its first and second sessainwhich it negotiated the objectives, scope and
outline of a draft protocol. In May, the Secret@gneral advised the United Nations to take a strong
stance on the issue of second-hand smoke, andNoveamber resolution the General Assembly banned
smoking and tobacco sales at UN Headquarters.

A WHO report to the General Assembly on the Decade tb BRek Malaria in Developing Countries,
Particularly in Africa (2001-2010) noted that aade29 out of 109 countries around the world were o
course to meet targets for reducing the burdenedaby malaria by 2010. In February, the Secretary-
General appointed Ray Chambers (United Stateskdsdh Special Envoy for Malaria. The Assemblyain
December resolution expressed concern about thmeed morbidity and mortality attributed to madarit
noted that more efforts were needed if the makardMDG targets for 2010 and 2015 were to be reached.

In May, the World Health Assembly adopted a resofuturging Member States, international
organizations and stakeholders to prioritize thpl@mentation of a global strategy and plan of actio
public health, innovation and intellectual proper®iso adopted were resolutions on monitoring the
achievement of the health-relatédGs and implementation of the International HealtlgyiRations.
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The General Assembly debated the issue of glolaal safety in March. During the deliberations, the
Russian Federation presented an initiative to thasfirst global high-level conference on road safie
2009 in Moscow. In a related resolution, the AsdgndtommendedwHO for working with the UN
regional commissions to coordinate road safetyessim the UN system and the World Bank for
establishing the Global Road Safety Facility—thstffunding mechanism to support capacity-building
for road safety.

In 2008, the World Food Programme&r) distributed 3.9 million metric tons of food aidssisting
102.1 million hungry people in 78 countries. Duritng yearWFP faced challenges such as turmoil in
international financial systems, extreme weathaiitipal upheaval and complex emergencies in
Afghanistan, Somalia and the Sud#¥P succeeded in scaling up assistance to vulneraigalgtions
hit by soaring food and fuel prices. The complexityvFP emergency operations was exemplified by its
response to Cyclone Nargis in Myanmar, for whigkP provided $154 million of relief for 1.1 million
victims. Donor contributions in 2008 reached a re&b billion.

In 2008, the Food and Agriculture Organizationlté tJnited NationsFAO) continued to address the
world food crisis. In JungsAO held a high-level conference on “World Food Sdguthe Challenges of
Climate Change and Bioenergy”. The conference adbptDeclaration that called on the international
community to increase assistance for developingitt@s, in particular the least developed countied
those most negatively affected by high food pritedpril, the Secretary-General established thghHi
level Task Force on the Global Food Security Crigisich brought together relevant parts of the UN
system and Bretton Woods institutions to produaaified response to the food price crisis.
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Part Three: Economic and social questions
Chapter XIV (pp. 1346-1378)
International drug control

FOLLOW-UP TO TWENTIETH SPECIAL SESSIONL346. @NVENTIONS, 1352: International Narcotics Control
Board, 1354. VBRLD DRUG SITUATION 1356. UNACTION TO COMBAT DRUG ABUSE 1369: UN Office on
Drugs and Crime, 1369; Commission on Narcotic Dyag31.

In 2008, the United Nations, through the CommissionNarcotic Drugs, the International Narcotics
Control Board INCB) and the United Nations Office on Drugs and Cr{¢0DC), continued to strengthen
international cooperation in countering the wonldgdproblem. Activities focused on carrying out 898
Action Plan against lllicit Manufacture, Trafficlgrand Abuse of Amphetamine-type Stimulants andrThei
Precursors; the 1998 Action Plan on Internatiora@@ration on the Eradication of lllicit Drug Crogosd

on Alternative Development; and the 1999 ActionnHiar the Implementation of the Declaration on the
Guiding Principles of Drug Demand Reduction.

UNODC provided technical assistance, legal advice asdareh to the main UN policymaking bodies
in the field of drug control and assisted Membeaxt& in developing domestic legislation on drug$ an
in ratifying and implementing the international graontrol conventions. It developed and promoted
field-based technical cooperation projects withewto enhancing the capacity of States to couatera
illicit drugs, and supported States in illicit craponitoring and alternative development programmes
the framework of poverty reduction and sustainatddvelopment strategies. It also expanded its
initiatives to promote drug supply and demand rédac and to prevent and treat drug abuse and
dependence. States were assisted in improving bootérol practices and promoting the integratibn o
drug control approaches and strategies into a lkera#elelopment agenda.

The Commission on Narcotic Drugs—the main UN paheking body dealing with drug control—
recommended two draft resolutions to the Econonmmd Social Council for adoption and adopted
resolutions on the follow-up to the General Assershiwentieth (1998) special session on: countering
the world drug problem; demand reduction and tlegmtion of drug abuseéijv/AIDS and other blood-
borne diseases; illicit cultivation, manufacturel arafficking; West Africa; and Afghanistan.

INCB reviewed the origins of international drug contantl how it had evolved in the twentieth century. |
discussed the challenges facing the internationahnwunity in applying the drug conventions, how
Governments were responding to them and what aitteynmight wish to take. It continued to overde= t
implementation of the three major internationalgdoontrol conventions, analyse the global drugasiin
and draw the attention of Governments to weaknaaseational control and treaty compliance, making
suggestions and recommendations for improvemetttge @ational and international levels.

In July, the Council emphasized that illicit prodan of narcotic drugs was often related to
development problems—in particular poverty, pooaltie conditions and illiteracy—and should be
tackled in a larger development context throughobstic and integrated approach. It agreed on the
relevance of enhancing alternative developmentudiog on improving people’s livelihoods, and
recognized the role played by developing countrigh extensive expertise in those areas and the
importance of outreach activities aimed at prongptiest practices and lessons learned. In another Ju
resolution, the Council noted that the illicit cudttion of opium poppy and production of opiates in
Afghanistan had increased and that the bulk ofllibeg drugs originating in Afghanistan were smued
through Iran, Pakistan and other neighbouring atesbefore reaching their countries of destination
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The Council therefore encouraged cross-border gatpr, enhanced coordination and information
exchange among Afghanistan, Iran and Pakistancaleld on States angNODC to provide technical
assistance and support for strengthening theiraiiies and efforts to fight drug trafficking. In
December, the General Assembly adopted a resolotiomternational cooperation against the world
drug problem that addressed the follow-up to thentweth special session and action by the UN system
It recognized that countering the world drug prableas a common and shared responsibility that shoul
be dealt with through sustained and collective reffoand reaffirmed the importance of a balanced
approach between demand and supply reduction.
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Part Three: Economic and social questions
Chapter XV (pp. 1379-1389)
Statistics

WORK OF STATISTICAL ComMISSION, 1379: Economic statistics, 1380; Demographic aodial
statistics, 1386; Other statistical activities, 138

In 2008, the United Nations statistical work pragrae was conducted mainly through the activities of
the Statistical Commission and the United Natioteti€ics Division. In February, the Commission
adopted the International Recommendations for Tourism Stassti@008 the International
Recommendations for Distributive Trade Statisti@8&and part | of thénternational Recommendations
for Industrial Statistics 20Q8t also adopted, in principle, volume 1 of thedafed System of National
Accounts as the international standard for nati@waounts statistics. The Commission welcomed the
completion of the 2005 round of the Internationabnarison Programme and endorsed the
Programme’s continuation, with a target year of 2@k the next round. The Commission also approved
its multi-year programme of work for 2008—2011.

The Commission reviewed the work of groups of coaatand international organizations in various
areas of economic, social, demographic and envieoah statistics and made specific recommendations
and suggestions.
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Part Four: Legal questions
Chapter | (pp. 1393-1405)
International Court of Justice

JubicIAL WORK OF THE COURT, 1393: Contentious proceedings, 1393; Advisoryceealings, 1403.
OTHER QUESTIONS 1404: Functioning and organization of the ColiiQ4; Trust Fund to Assist States
in the Settlement of Disputes, 1405.

In 2008, the International Court of Justit@l)( delivered three Judgments, made nine Ordershadd.7
contentious cases and one request for an advipampo pending before it. In a 30 October addreshé¢
General Assembly, theJ President, Judge Rosalyn Higgins, noted that ¢nieg from 1 August 2007 to
31 July 2008 marked the Court’'s most productive yeds history and that the cases decided dutieg
previous year had involved States from every UNorea group. The universal character of the Cowas w
also reflected in the wide range of subjects adeebsn those cases, which included human rights,
territorial sovereignty, mutual legal assistanceyitime delimitation, and the interpretation of eawlier
Judgment.
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Part Four: Legal questions
Chapter Il (pp. 1406-1429)
International tribunals and court

INTERNATIONAL TRIBUNAL FOR THE FORMER YUGOSLAVIA, 1406: The Chambers, 1407; Office of the
Prosecutor, 1412; The Registry, 1413; Financing314NTERNATIONAL TRIBUNAL FOR RWANDA, 1415:
The Chambers, 1415; Office of the Prosecutor, 142B8e Registry, 1420; Financing, 1420.
FUNCTIONING OF THETRIBUNALS, 1421: Implementation of completion strategie 23 ANTERNATIONAL
CRIMINAL COURT, 1425: The Chambers, 1427.

In 2008 the international tribunals for the formé&rgoslavia and Rwanda, as well as the International
Criminal Court (CC), worked towards the completion of their mandates.

The International Tribunal for the Prosecution arddns Responsible for Serious Violations of
International Humanitarian Law Committed in the ritery of the Former Yugoslavia since 199¢T()
took steps towards implementing its completiontegyg, focusing on the most senior-level individuals
accused of the most serious crimes. Only five ces@sined to be started, four of which involvect lat
arrests. The Tribunal was running seven trials kanaously in its three courtrooms, involving 27
accused.

The International Criminal Tribunal for the Prosean of Persons Responsible for Genocide and Other
Serious Violations of International HumanitarianwL,aCommitted in the Territory of Rwanda and
Rwandan Citizens Responsible for Genocide and (Bkieh Violations Committed in the Territory of
Neighbouring States between 1 January and 31 Dexreh®94 (CTR) remained committed to meeting its
completion strategy targets while respecting duegss. By the end of the year, it had apprehended a
detained 66 persons out of some 81 persons indiatethding the Prime Minister of the Interim
Government of Rwanda during the genocide, 11 Mirssbf that Government in 1994, senior military
officials and members of the clergy. The Tribunahduded all its multiple-accused cases, with one
exception, involving some 14 accused persons. Moareests could be reported for the 13 fugitivés st
at large as the end of the Tribunal’'s mandate dreav.

In July, during its fifth year of functioning, theC marked the tenth anniversary of the adoption ef th
Rome Statute, which established the Court. It oowetl its proceedings with respect to situations of
concern in four countries. At the end of July, theere seven warrants of arrest outstanding.
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Part Four: Legal questions
Chapter Il (pp. 1430-1481)
International legal questions

LEGAL ASPECTS OF INTERNATIONAL POLITICAL RELATIONS 1430: International Law Commission, 1430;
International State relations and international,|a439; Privileges and immunities, 1445; Diplomatic
relations, 1446; Treaties and agreements, 144HERINTERNATIONAL LEGAL QUESTIONS 1449: Rule of
law at national and international levels, 1449;einational economic law, 1450; International
organizations and international law, 1475; Hostntpurelations, 1479.

In 2008, the International Law Commission continuedexamine topics relating to the progressive
development and codification of international ldtvadopted draft articles on the law of transboupda
aquifers, and provisionally adopted draft artiadesthe effects of armed conflicts on treaties dib@ted
draft guidelines on reservations to treaties, awogigionally adopted eight draft articles on invib@a of
the international responsibility of an internatibreaganization. It established a Working Group to
consider issues relating to the expulsion of aliamsl held debates on the protection of persortisen
event of disasters, issues relating to the immufitgtate officials from foreign criminal jurisdionh, and
aspects of the obligation to extradite or prosecute

The Ad Hoc Committee established by the Generalemdy continued to elaborate a draft
comprehensive convention on international terroridm July, the Secretary-General reported on
measures taken by States, UN system entities éeidjavernmental organizations to implement the 1994
General Assembly Declaration on Measures to Eliteinaternational Terrorism. In December, the
Assembly condemned all acts, methods and praaticesrorism as criminal and unjustifiable and edll
on States to adopt further measures to prevetrism.

The United Nations Commission on International Eradw finalized and approved a draft text, which
was adopted in December by the Assembly as theetUrMations Convention on Contracts for the
International Carriage of Goods Wholly or Partly 8ga. It continued work on public procurement,
arbitration and conciliation, insolvency law, aretgrity interests, and considered future work i@ th
areas of electronic commerce and commercial fralte Commission also welcomed initiatives
undertaken to commemorate the fiftieth anniversairfhe 1958 New York Convention on Foreign
Arbitral Awards.

The Special Committee on the Charter of the UnNetions and on the Strengthening of the Role
of the Organization continued to consider, amorgepitems, proposals relating to the maintenance
of international peace and security in order tersgthen the Organization and the implementation
of Charter provisions on assistance to third Statiéscted by the application of sanctions under
Chapter VII.

The Committee on Relations with the Host Countrgradsed a number of issues raised by permanent
missions to the United Nations, including transaioon and parking matters, the security of missims
their personnel, delays in issuing visas and acatag immigration and customs procedures.
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Part Four: Legal questions
Chapter IV (pp. 1482-1512)
Law of the sea

UN CONVENTION ON THE LAW OF THE SEA, 1482: Institutions created by the Convention,4t40ther
developments related to the Convention, 1496; Rikisor Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea, 1511.

In 2008, the United Nations continued to promotévensal acceptance of the 1982 United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea and its two imgetimg Agreements, on the implementation of Part
XI of the Convention and on the conservation andhagament of straddling fish stocks and highly
migratory fish stocks.

The three institutions created by the Conventiore-Htternational Seabed Authority, the International
Tribunal for the Law of the Sea and the Commisssonthe Limits of the Continental Shelf—held
sessions during the year. In December, the GeAssmbly designated 8 June as World Oceans Day.
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Part Five: Institutional, administrative and budgetary questions
Chapter | (pp. 1515-1541)
United Nations restructuring and institutional matters

RESTRUCTURING ISSUES 1515: Programme of reform, 1515NSTITUTIONAL MATTERS, 1522:
Intergovernmental machinery, 1522STITUTIONAL MACHINERY, 1523: General Assembly, 1523;
Security Council, 1525; Economic and Social Coyndib26. @ORDINATION, MONITORING AND
COOPERATION 1527: Institutional mechanisms, 1527; Other co@ibn matters, 1527. UNND OTHER
ORGANIZATIONS, 1529: Cooperation with organizations, 1529; Rgudtion in UN work, 1537.

In 2008, the Secretary-General continued to worth vihie UN system and Member States to further
enhance system-wide coherence in the areas of geweht, humanitarian assistance and the
environment, and to support progress toward regchimternationally agreed development goals,
including the Millennium Development Goals. A rewvi®f the lessons learned from the first year of
experience of the eight “Delivering as one” pilaiuatries resulted in the issuance of a summary
statement on the way forward. Despite remainingdl@hges, indicators showed that the process had
yielded positive results, which was also refleciedthe report of the Co-Chairs on system-wide
coherence. The Co-Chairs recommended continuediktatniens in four priority areas: harmonization of
business practices, funding, governance, and gauedity and the empowerment of women, which the
General Assembly endorsed in September.

The General Assembly’s informal working group onnef@e review continued to review mandates
older than five years, which included the examoratof some 331 mandates of the humanitarian
assistance and the Africa development clusters Waiking Group submitted its final report in August
The Ad Hoc Working Group on the Revitalization lo¢ tGeneral Assembly continued to identify ways to
further enhance the Assembly’s role, authorityedif’eness and efficiency. The Open-ended Working
Group on the Question of Equitable Representatioaral Increase in the Membership of the Security
Council and Other Matters related to the Securibureil considered ways to advance progress on
Council reforms.

The Assembly continued to focus on administratind astitutional matters. One high-level plenary
meeting was convened on the midterm review of th@afy Programme of Action on landlocked
developing countries. A commemorative plenary nmgetilevoted to the sixtieth anniversary of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights was also held

The Security Council held 244 formal meetings taaldwith regional conflicts, peacekeeping
operations and other issues related to the maimtenaf international peace and security.

In addition to its organizational and substantiesssons, the Economic and Social Council held a
special high-level meeting with the Bretton Woodstitutions (the World Bank Group and the
International Monetary Fund), the World Trade Oigations and the United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development.
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Part Five: Institutional, administrative and budgetary questions
Chapter Il (pp. 1542-1565)
United Nations financing and programming

FINANCIAL SITUATION, 1542. UNBUDGET, 1543: Budget for 2008-2009, 1543; Programme hudge
outline for 2010-2011, 1555.0BTRIBUTIONS, 1556: Assessments, 1556C@0UNTS AND AUDITING,
1559: Financial management practices, 1561; RewkeWN administrative and financial functioning,
1562. RROGRAMME PLANNING, 1563: Strategic framework for 2010-2011, 1563pgPamme
performance, 1564.

The financial situation of the United Nations shdve®me improvement in 2008, although it remained
fragile. Cash availability under the regular budges lower than in 2007 and stood at $19 million by
year's end. Assessments stood at $1.8 billion—aredse of some $174 million—and unpaid

assessments totalled $417 million, compared to $4#&n in 2007. Cash balances were higher for
peacekeeping operations, the international trisua@d the capital master plan, while debt owed to
Member States stood at $431 million. The numbeMeimber States paying their regular budget
assessments in full and on time increased to 146.

In December, the General Assembly adopted revissdfydi appropriations for the 2008-2009
biennium of $4,865,080,200 representing an increds657,471,800 over the revised appropriation of
$4,207,608,400 approved in April. It invited thecBdary-General to prepare his proposed 2010-2011
programme budget on the basis of a preliminarynegé of $4,871,048,700.

The Committee on Contributions continued to revigw methodology for preparing the scale of
assessments of Member States’ contributions tobtltget and to encourage the payment of arrears
through the multi-year payment plan process. Thae@¢ Assembly continued to review the efficienty o
United Nations administrative and financial funotiay.

The General Assembly also examined the proposemtegic framework for 2010-2011 and
endorsed the proposed biennial programme plarh&drgeriod.
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Part Five: Institutional, administrative and budgetary questions
Chapter Il (pp. 1566—-1648)
Administrative and staff matters

ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS, 1567: Managerial reform and oversight, 1567THER ADMINISTRATIVE
MATTERS, 1580: Conference management, 1580; UN informasigstems, 1589; UN premises and
property, 1597. 8AFF MATTERS 1601: Conditions of service, 1601; Staff safetyl a&ecurity, 1610;
Other staff matters, 1614; UN Joint Staff Pensiomnds 1632; Travel-related matters, 1635;
Administration of justice, 1635.

During 2008, the General Assembly continued to ewvithe administrative functioning of the
Organization and matters related to United Natgiaff, including new reform proposals.

The Organization strengthened its oversight of dhNvaies through the Office of Internal Oversight
Services @109), particularly theOlos Procurement Task Force and its Independent Auditisbry
Committee, as well as through the Joint Inspedtlait (JIU). As a result of the work of the Procurement
Task Force, established to address fraud and dmnypsome 22 vendors were sanctioned by the
Administration. Since its formation, the Task Fohesl completed 222 investigations and identifiedemo
than 20 significant fraud and corruption schemes.

The Independent Audit Advisory Committee, estaldtshn 2006 to serve in an expert advisory
capacity and to assist the General Assembly iillindf its oversight responsibilities, became opierzal
on 1 January and issued its first annual report.

In April, the Secretary-General presented his mi@miion and communications technology strategy for
the UN Secretariat over the next three to five yebr December, the General Assembly established th
Office of Information and Communications Technology

The General Assembly approved the governance framefor the implementation of an enterprise
resource planning system for the UN Secretariatisndorldwide offices. The Assembly also adopted
resolutions on: the report 6f0S on its activities; strengthening investigatiortse teport on the work of
Jiu for 2007 and programme of work for 2008; the pattd conferences; security, disaster recovery and
business continuity; and the need to harmonize iemafove UN informatics systems for optimal
utilization and accessibility by all States.

Regarding security issues, the Assembly reaffirtiedimportance of a system-wide policy on the
safety and security of UN staff and requestkd Secretary-General to ensure that UN and other
personnel carrying out activities in fulfilment N mandated operations were properly informed gbout
and operated in conformity with, relevant codesafduct. It also emphasized the need to pay special
attention to the safety and security of UN and essed personnel engaged in peacekeeping and
peacebuilding operations, and in particular to llgaacruited humanitarian personnel.

During the year, the Assembly, through the Inteomatl Civil Service Commission, continued to review
the conditions of service of staff of the UN commsegstem, and adopted the Commission’s
recommendations relating to the mobility and haplsdllowance; post adjustment; education grant;
conditions of service of staff in the Professiomald higher categories; base/floor salary scale; and
methodology and level of children’s and secondapetdant’s allowance.

The General Assembly approved the Secretary-Gengradposals for streamlining UN contractual
arrangements and harmonizing conditions of sergffective 1 July 2009. Under the proposed system,
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single series of staff rules would provide for odé&l staff contract, encompassing three types of
appointments: temporary, fixed-term, and continuing

The Secretary-General also reported on: the camditdf service and compensation of members of the
International Court of Justice and judges and tinlijudges of the International Tribunals; safaty a
security of humanitarian and UN personnel; contraicarrangements and harmonization of conditions
of service; civilian career peacekeepers; recruitmend staffing; activities of the Ethics Office;
amendments to the Staff Regulations; multilinguajistaff mobility; and staff composition of the
Secretariat.

In addition, the Secretary-General reported ontigersonnel; employment of retirees; consultants
and individual contractors; measures to improve dhlance in the geographical distribution of the
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner fAluman Rights;reform of human resources
management; national competitive recruitment exatrons; protection from sexual exploitation and
abuse; travel and related matters; and the UniegebNs Joint Staff Pension Fund.

As part of the implementation of the new systenmadiinistration of justice in the Secretariat, the
Assembly adopted the statutes of the United Natisispute Tribunal and the United Nations Appeals
Tribunal, to be operational as at 1 July 2009. I$b aexamined and took action on the Secretary-
General’s reports on the activities of the Offiéglee Ombudsman; criminal behaviour and discipynar
action; and criminal accountability of UN officiadéd experts on mission.
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