ISW

INSTITUTE FOR THE

Iran Update Bl o

CRITICAL
THREATS

Iran Update, June 27, 2024

Ashka Jhaveri, Alexandra Braverman, Andie Parry, Nicholas Carl, Kathryn Tyson, Katherine Wells, and
Johanna Moore

Information Cutoff: 2:00pm ET

Iranian hardliners have made only limited progress toward uniting behind a single candidate ahead of the
Iranian presidential election on June 28. Remaining divisions among the hardliners by the time of the vote
significantly increases the likelihood of a runoff election. Two hardline candidates—Amir Hossein Ghazi Zadeh
Hashemi and Ali Reza Zakani—have withdrawn from the race since June 26 in order to help unify their faction.[1] Neither
candidate was especially popular, however, making it unclear that their exits will meaningfully affect the vote. The two most
prominent hardline candidates (Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf and Saeed Jalili) remain in the race and have refused to
withdraw in support of the other at the time of this writing. Ghalibaf and Jalili both staying in the election ensures that they
will split at least some of the hardliner vote. It will also likely prevent either from reaching the majority needed to win—
unless the supreme leader and his inner circle manipulate the vote blatantly to favor either candidate. Iran will hold a runoff
election between the two most popular candidates on July 5 if no one wins the majority.[2]

Some hardliners, including Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei, appear concerned that the sole reformist candidate, Masoud
Pezeshkian, could win the vote outright. Khamenei indirectly criticized Pezeshkian on June 25 for supporting engagement
with the West, indicating Khamenei’s opposition to him.[3] The Supreme National Security Council (SNSC), which is run
by hardliners, additionally cancelled one of Pezeshkian‘s rallies at the last minute on June 26, further indicating that some
in the regime view him as a serious contender for the presidency.[4] The Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) has
separately tried to unite the hardline camp against Pezeshkian, according to unverified social media rumors. IRGC Quds
Force Commander Brigadier General Esmail Ghaani reportedly met with Ghalibaf and Jalili in Mashhad on June 26 to form
a consensus between them.[5] Ghaani clearly failed, if this reporting is accurate. But his intervention is nonetheless
remarkable and possibly unprecedented, reflecting hardliners’ serious concerns about Pezeshkian.

Iran and Lebanese Hezbollah are concerned that Iranian-backed Iraqi militias could escalate the war with
Israel too far, according to Saudi media. The Saudi outlet, citing unspecified sources, reported that the Iraqi militias
are developing plans to support Hezbollah if Israel launches a major military offensive into Lebanon. The plans involve
sending fighters and weapons to Hezbollah. There is precedent for close military cooperation between Hezbollah and the
Iraqi groups, as they fought alongside one another in the Syrian civil war to preserve the Bashar al Assad regime. The Iraqi
militias reportedly proposed their plans to intervene in Lebanon during a recent meeting with a senior Islamic Revolutionary
Guards Corps (IRGC) officer in Baghdad. Both the IRGC and Hezbollah had reservations, with the senior IRGC officer
describing the plans as “too enthusiastic at the moment.” The Saudi outlet noted that Iran must still reach a final decision
on the plans, however.

That Iran has hesitated to approve the plans in consistent with the long-standing Iranian desire to avoid an overt regional
war against the United States and Israel. Iranian leaders will almost certainly use their proxy and partner militias to deter
and pressure Israel. But Iranian leaders have also historically tried to restrain the Iranian-backed Iraqi militias, fearing that
they could inadvertently spiral the escalation cycle out of Iranian control. IRGC Quds Force Commander Brigadier General
Esmail Ghaani, for instance, traveled to Baghdad and ordered the militias to stop attacking US targets after the militias
killed three US soldiers in Jordan in January 2024.

Qais Khazali, who is the secretary general of Iranian-backed Iraqi militia Asaib Ahl al Haq, argued in the meeting with the
senior IRGC officer that the Iraqi militias should attack US interests rather than intervening in Lebanon. This reporting is
consistent with Khazali threatening on June 24 to attack US interests if Israel launched a major military offensive into
Lebanon.



Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ) detonated deep-buried improvised explosive devices (IED) targeting two
Israeli vehicles around Jenin in the West Bank on June 27, killing one Israeli soldier and wounding 16
others.[6] Israeli forces were conducting a raid targeting Hamas networks in the area when P1J attacked.[7] An Israeli
military correspondent reported that P1J buried the IEDs 1.5 meters underground, making them difficult for Israeli forces
to detect.[8] The use of deep-buried IEDs is especially noteworthy given that burying them could be a relatively time-
intensive process. Palestinian militias have previously used sophisticated means to attack Israeli forces around Jenin.
Palestinian militias, for instance, used an explosively formed penetrator (EFP) against Israeli forces in Jenin in July
2023.[9] The attack marked the first recorded use of an EFP in the West Bank.[10] EFPs require specially manufactured
concave copper disks, indicating that the militia that used them either imported the disks or received technical instruction
and materials to produce them.

Key Takeaways:

e Iran: Iranian hardliners have made only limited progress toward uniting behind a single candidate ahead of
the Iranian presidential election. Remaining divisions among hardliners significantly increases the likelihood
of a runoff vote.

e Iraq: Iran and Lebanese Hezbollah are reportedly concerned that Iranian-backed Iraqi militias could escalate
the war with Israel too far. Iran has thus hesitated to approve the militias’ plans to intervene if Israel launched
a major military offensive into Lebanon.

¢ West Bank: PI1J detonated a deep-buried IED targeting Israeli forces in the West Bank, killing one Israeli
soldier and wounding 16 others. Palestinian militias previously conducted an EFP attack targeting Israeli forces
in the area in July 2023.
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Key Takeaways in the Israel-Hamas War
As of June 27, 2024 at 2:00 PM ET
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Gaza Strip

Axis of Resistance objectives:
e Erode the will of the Israeli political establishment and public to sustain clearing operations in the Gaza Strip
e Reestablish Hamas as the governing authority in the Gaza Strip

Palestinian sources reported that the Israel Defense Forces (IDF) launched an operation into Shujaiya in
Gaza City on June 27. Israeli forces entered the densely populated neighborhood from several directions in what local
sources described as a “surprise attack.”[11] The IDF Air Force struck several sites in the neighborhood before ground forces
advanced into the area and engaged Palestinian fighters.[12] The IDF issued evacuation orders for the Shujaiya area on June
27.[13] Hamas and PIJ claimed several IED attacks targeting IDF armor in eastern Shujaiya.[14] Hamas fighters also fired
an anti-tank rocket propelled grenade (RPG) targeting an IDF armored personnel carrier.[15] The IDF has conducted two
other clearing operations around Shujaiya since ground operations began on October 27, 2023[16] Hamas continues to
exploit the IDF raid-based model to preserve its forces and enable follow-on reconstitution efforts.[17]

Palestinian militias fired mortars and rockets targeting Israeli forces along the Netzarim corridor south
of Gaza City on June 27.[18]

Palestinian militias engaged Israeli forces in several sectors of Rafah on June 27.[19] The IDF is operating in
Shaboura and Tal al Sultan and assesses that it will destroy Hamas’ Rafah Brigade “within a few days.” [20]

The IDF Air Force struck a school that it said Hamas used as a command center in Khan Younis.[21] The
IDF said that Hamas used the school as a headquarters to plan, direct, and execute “many” attacks targeting Israeli forces
inside the Gaza Strip. The IDF used a precision munition in the strike and took precautions to avoid harming uninvolved
civilians.[22] Hamas is working to reassert local control in Khan Younis by deploying fighters to the streets, managing local
policing, and controlling humanitarian aid shipments.[23]
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Reported Israeli Ground Operations in the Gaza Strip

As of June 27, 2024, 2:00 PM ET
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Israeli-Announced Evacuation Zones in the Gaza Strip
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Hamas Political Bureau member Khaled Meshal said that Hamas will not wait until the end of the war in
the Gaza Strip for “post war planning.”’[24] Meshal’s comments reflect Hamas’ insistence throughout the war that
the group will remain in control of the Gaza Strip. Hamas has already tried to reassert its governance authority, particularly
in Gaza City and Khan Younis.[25] Hamas has also tried to undermine alternative governing entities within the Gaza
Strip.[26]

An Israeli Army Radio correspondent observed that the IDF has recently taken several steps to expand its
combat forces.[27] These measures include preparing to establish the Haredi Brigade and a new division of reservists,
increasing the age of exemption from reserve duty, extending reserve days, and pushing for a re-extension of regular service
to three years. The IDF is also planning to release fighters for additional reserve service, establishing the "Guard Brigade,"
the "Bari Battalion," and a sixth border infantry battalion. It is also transferring those designated for intelligence roles to
combat roles if they have combat profiles, examining recruitment age of individuals for combat, and increasing the volume
of recruits for various formations.

Palestinian militias have conducted four indirect fire attacks into southern Israel since CTP-ISW's last
information cutoff on June 26.[28] P1J and the Popular Resistance Committee conducted a combined rocket attack
targeting an IDF site near Kissufim.[29] The Palestinian Mujahideen Movement fired rockets at Nirim.[30]

Attacks into Israel from the Gaza Strip
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Recorded reports of attacks; CTP-ISW cannot independently verify impact.
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West Bank
Axis of Resistance objectives:
Establish the West Bank as a viable front against Israel

Israeli forces have engaged Palestinian fighters in six locations since CTP-ISW's last data cut-off on June
26.[31] Hamas, P1J, and the al Aqsa Martyrs’ Brigades fired small arms and detonated IEDs in separate attacks against

Israeli forces across Jenin.[32]

Significant Activity in the West Bank
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This map is not an exhaustive depiction of clashes and demonstrations in the West Bank.
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Southern Lebanon and Golan Heights

Axis of Resistance objectives:
o Deter Israel from conducting a ground operation into Lebanon
e Prepare for an expanded and protracted conflict with Israel in the near term
e  Expel the United States from Syria

Lebanese Hezbollah conducted at least three attacks into northern Israel on June 27.[33]

The IDF Northern Command said on June 27 that it conducted exercises simulating fighting in Lebanon
over the past week.[34] The IDF said that the 55th Brigade and a battalion of the Golani Brigade participated in exercises
for operating in challenging and mountainous terrain. The IDF also practiced combined arms and joint operations involving
Israeli infantry, armor, and air power.

Attacks into Northern Israel from Lebanon
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Iran and Axis of Resistance

Iraqi Prime Minister Mohammad Shia al Sudani met with Commander of NATQ’s Mission in Iraq
Lieutenant General Lucas Schreurs on June 27 to discuss cooperation after the International Coalition’s
mission in Iraq ends.[35] Sudani and Schreurs addressed intelligence sharing and training between NATO and Iraqi
Security Forces for counter-ISIS missions. The United States-Iraq High Military Commission is tasked with setting a
timetable for a US and International Coalition withdrawal from Iraq based on the threat that ISIS poses to Iraq and ISF
capabilities.[36] Sudani’s apparent interest in retaining a working military relationship with the United States contradicts
Iranian-backed Iraqi militias’ demands for Sudani to set a timeline for the withdrawal of all US forces from Iraq.[37]

The IDF Air Force conducted an airstrike targeting a Hezbollah-affiliated construction company near
Sayyida Zeinab, Rif Damascus, Syria, on June 26.[38] Imagery from the strike site shows heavy machinery covered
in rubble.[39] The strike killed two men from predominantly Shia towns near Aleppo[40] Jihad al Binaa is a Hezbollah-run
and Iranian-funded construction company subject to secondary sanctions as a US Specially Designated Global Terrorist
entity.[41] Jihad al Binaa has built several military sites for Iranian-backed militias in Syria and Lebanon, which Iran uses
to secure a safe route for weapons shipments to its proxies and partners in the region, including Hezbollah.[42] Syrian
opposition media said that Iranian-backed militias used the Jihaad al Binaa site for short-term weapons storage and
meetings.[43] The IDF Air Force also struck an air defense radar site in Suwayda Province, southern Syria.[44]

US Central Command (CENTCOM) destroyed a radar site in a Houthi-controlled area of Yemen on June
26.[45]

The Houthis attacked a commercial vessel in the Red Sea on June 27.[46] The Houthis said that they targeted
the Maltese-flagged SEAJOY with an unmanned surface vessel (USV), aerial drones, and missiles because its owner violated
the Houthis’ attempted naval blockade of Israel.[47] UKMTO said on June 27 that an unspecified vessel targeted by a USV
in the Red Sea is safe and proceeding to its next port of call, presumably sustaining little to no damage in the attack.[48]

The Houthis claimed on June 27 that they conducted a combined missile attack with Iranian-backed Iraqi
militias targeting an unspecified “vital target” at Haifa port.[49] The Houthi military spokesperson and Islamic
Resistance in Iraq issued separate but complimentary statements claiming to target the port.[50] This attack marks the fifth
time that the Houthis have claimed a combined operation targeting Israel with the Islamic Resistance in Iraq since June
6.[51] The IDF has not acknowledged any such attack, and CTP-ISW cannot verify the claim at the time of this writing. The
groups’ combined attacks have most frequently targeted Haifa, while the Houthis’ individual attacks have most frequently
targeted Eilat in southern Israel.[52]
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Houthi Attacks in the Red Sea
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Iranian Interim President Mohammad Mokhber called Russian President Vladimir Putin on June 27 to
discuss bilateral relations, particularly focusing on the Russian gas transfer memorandum signed on June

26.[53]

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu ordered National Security Adviser Tzachi Hanegbi to
reestablish six working groups on Iran’s nuclear program, according to three anonymous Israeli officials
cited by Axios on June 26.[54] The working groups will include members from Israel’s defense establishment, Foreign
Affairs Ministry, and intelligence community. Mossad leads one group focused on Iran’s nuclear program, including its
nuclear weapon procurement activities and potential weaponization. Shin Bet leads a second group focused on Iranian
“influence operations” that target the Israeli public. An unidentified Israeli official said that Iranian “influence operations”
have increased in the past year.
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