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https://donate.unhcr.org/crowdfunding/int/project/scholarships

Dear friends,

Happy New Year! Welcome to the first edition of UNHCR's private sector
engagement newsletter in China.

Looking back at 2020, it was an extremely difficult and challenging time for all
of us. It was also a year for us to reflect on the past and draw inspiration for
the future.

At mid-2020, global forced displacement has surpassed 80 million, that's
more than 1% of humanity. The outbreak of COVID-19 has made the life
of refugees worse: UNHCR monitoring indicates that 74% of refugees can
only meet half or less of their basic needs. There has been a global spike in
gender-based violence while COVID-19 has also disrupted education. The
virus has no regard for borders, nationalities, socioeconomic status, race or
religion. For that reason, UNHCR has been advocating for the inclusion of
forcibly displaced people into national health services and COVID-19 response
plans and strategies. As vaccination schemes start to be rolled out in many
countries, UNHCR's efforts are focused first and foremost on ensuring inclusion
of refugees and other persons of concern in national vaccination plans.

Across the world, too many refugees are denied the opportunity to explore
their potential through higher education. Only 3% of refugees are enrolled in
higher education. Expanding access to quality higher education for refugees
is part of UNHCR’s strategy titled Refugee Education 2030, through which we
aim to boost refugee enrollment in higher education to 15% by the year 2030.

While challenging, 2020 also brought silver linings. Towards the end of the
year, the Chinese Government agreed to support two UNHCR projects in Africa
and Asia. Through the South-South Cooperation Assistance Fund, China Aid
will to help vulnerable people in Afghanistan and East Africa to cope with
the impact of persistent conflict and COVID-19. Chinese companies such as
Tencent and Transsion have also contributed to our global COVID-19 response
efforts.

With 2021 now upon us, we are marking UNHCRS 70th anniversary year. In late
1950, UNHCR was mandated by the UN General Assembly to protect people
forced to flee. For 70 years we have done so; saving lives, safeguarding
rights, and helping build better futures. And we continue to do so. Our 2021
COVID-19 Supplementary Appeal calls for global support in response to the
urgent needs relating to our global COVID-19 response. Taking the opportunity
of our 70-year anniversary, we are also launching a global campaign, Aiming
Higher, to support at least 70 refugee scholars for a start. This five-year
campaign aims to eventually support 12,000 refugees with access to at least 1
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year of tertiary education by 2025.

In 2020, we are thankful for the
Chinese Government and private
sector’s generous support to help us
fight against the pandemic and build
better lives for displaced people.
2021 has finally arrived, and with
it, renewed hope and optimism.
We look forward to expanding our
partnerships with Chinese partners to
achieve UNHCR's goal - in the words
of our High Commissioner - “to
build a world in which there is truly
no need for a UN Refugee Agency
because nobody is compelled to
flee” .

Sivanka Dhanapala
UNHCR Representative in China
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