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Mary Jane Kunnizzi

Mary Jane Kunnizzi was a fluent speaker of the Peel River
Dialect of the Gwich'in language. The daughter of Andrew
and Elizabeth Kunnizzi, Mary Jane was born and raised in

- Fort McPherson NWT. She attended a "day school" in Fort
McPherson but her parents always took their children out of
school in the winter to go trapping and hunting, and in the
spring for the spring hunt.

In the late 1950s Mary Jane attended vocational school in
Yellowknife for a couple of years. She worked for many
years as a cook for construction companies and the local
hostel. Mary Jane attended the Key-wee-tin Bible College

in Lac La Biche, Alberta from 1990-93. She moved to the
Yukon in 1993 and joined the Yukon Nativc Language Centre
in September 1994.

Until her retirement from the Centre in May 2004, Mary Jane
was Gwich'in translator and audiotape archivist. She worked
on the Centre's extensive collection of tapes in Gwich'in,
translating the legends and stories into English, duplicating
tapes and sending copies to Yukon Archives. Mary Jane also
summarized weekly recordings of the program People Speak
Gwich'in from CBC in Inuvik, NWT.

She passed away in September 2012 and is greatly missed.
YNLC is pleased to honour her memory by reprinting her
book of Gwich’in language lessons.
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September Lessons

Greetings
1. How are you?
| am fine.
How about you?

2

3

4. Me too, I'm fine.
5. How is he/she?
6

He/she is fine.

Neenjit dagoonch’uu ?
Sheenijit gwiinzii.

Nanh yu’?

Shint'eh sheenijit gwiinzii.

Veenjif dég()onch’Uu ?

Veenjit gwiinzii.
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September Lessons

Weather

1. How is it outside? Chiitaii dagoonch’uu ?

2. Itis sunny outside. Chiitaii srii nii’aii.

3. ltis cloudy outside. Chiitaii kK'oh t'eh goo’aii.
4. ltis raining outside. Chiitaii ahchin.

5. ltis windy outside. | Chiitaii ahtr’aih.
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September Lessons

People

1. Who is this? Jii juudin tliinch’uu?
2. This is a man. Jii dinjii tiinch’uu.

3. This is a woman. Jii tr’iinjoo tliinch’uu.
4. This is a boy. Jii chyaa tiinch’uu.
5. Thisis a girl. Jii nich’it tiinch'uu.
6. This is a child. Jii triinin tiinch’uu.
7. This is a baby. Jii béebii tiinch’uu.
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September Lessons

Fish

1. What is this? Jii jidii tiinch’au ?

2. This is a fish. Jii tuk tiinch’tu.

3. This is a whitefish. Jii tuk zheii tiinch’uu.
4. This is a coney. (inconnu) Jii sruh tiinch’tu.

5. This is a jackfish, Jii eltin tliinch’uu.
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September Lessons

Berries
1. What is this?
This is a berry.

This is a blueberry.

I S

This is a yellow berry.
(salmonberry)

This is a lowbush cranberry.

Jii

Jii

Jii

Jii
Jii

jidii tiinch’uu ?
jak tiinch’uu.

jak zheii tiinch’uu,
natlat t'iinch’uu.

nakat t’iinch’uu.
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September Lessons

Activities
1. What are you doing? Dandri’ii ?
2. | am fishing. tuk kashi'ii.
3. | am picking berries. Jak nittsii.
4. What is the boy doing? Chyaa dadyi’ii ?
5. The boy is fishing. Chyaa tuk kadi’ii.
6. What is the woman doing? Tr’iinjoo dadi’ii ?
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October Lessons

Names

1. What is your name?

What is his/her name?

> 2

His name is André.

My name is Mary-Jane.

Noozri’ davaazhii ?

Shoozri’ Mary-Jane vaazhii.
Voozri’ davaazhii ?

Voozri’ André vaazhii.
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October Lessons

Weather

—
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It is getting to be fall time.

It is cold outside.
It is snowing outside.
Is it windy?

Yes, it is windy.

It is not windy.

Khaiints’an’ nigwiizhit.
Chiitaii gwiniik’oo.
Chiitaii ahshii.

Lee ahtr’aii ?

Ahg’, ahtr’aii.

Ahtr'aih kwaa.

7. lIsit sunny? Lée srii nir'aii ?
8. Yes, itis sunny Ahg’, srii nii’aii.
9. Itis not sunny. Srii nii'aih kwaa.
Page 8 Gwich’in Language Lessons (Mary Jane Kunnizzi)



October Lessons

Animals

1. What do you see?
| see a rabbit.

| see a moose.

| see a big moose.

o S DN

| see a small moose.

Jidii dee nah’ii ?

Geh nitii. Py

>

"

Dinjik nit'ii.
Dinjik choo nitii.

Dinjik tsal nitii.

Do you see any wolves?
| see lots of wolves.

Do you see any sheep?

© © N O

| see lots of sheep.
10. | see lots of bears.

11. | see lots of caribou.

Lee zhoh nah’ii ?
Zhoh leii nitii.
Divii lée nah’ii ?
Divii leii nitii.
Shoh leii nitii.

Vadzaih leii nifii.
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October Lessons

Passing Objects

1. Hand me the axe. Daa’aii hyy’ah.

2. Here, take it. Na’.

3. Hand me the knife. Srii_hyy’ah.

4. Here, take it. Na’.

5. Hand me the gun. | Diik’ee hyy’ah

6. Hand me the bullets. Diik’ee chi’ hyy’ah.
7. Hand me the big knife. Srii choo hyy’ah.
8. Hand me the small knife. Srii tsal hyy’ah.
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October Lessons

Activities

1. What are you doing? Dandi’ii ?

2. | am going hunting. Nahalzrii.

3. What is he/she doing? Dadi’ii ?

4. He/she is going hunting. Nahaazrii.

5. What is the man doing? Dinjii dadi’ii ?

6. The man is going hunting. Dinjii nahaazrii.

7. What is the woman doing? Triinjoo dadi’ii ?
8. The woman is going hunting. Tr’iinjoo nahaazrii.
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October Lessons

Hunting For

1. What are you going Jidii eenjit dee natgazrii ?
hunting for?

2. | am going hunting Dinjik eenijit natalzrii.
for moose.

3. What is the man going Dinjii jidii eenjit nataazrii ?
hunting for?

4. The man is going hunting Dinjii shoh eenijit nataazrii.
for bear.
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November Lessons

Weather

1. Is it snowing outside? Chiitaii 1ée ahshii ?

2. Yes, itis snowing. Ah3’, chiitaii ahshii.

3. Itis not snowing. Chiitaii ahshih kwaa.

4. ls it cold outside? Chiitaii lee gwiniik’oo ?
5. Yes, it is cold outside. Ahg’, chiitaii gwiniik’oo.
6. Itis not cold outside. Chiitaii gwiniik’'oh kwaa.
7. ltis getting to be winter. Khaii gwits’at gweedhaa.
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November Lessons

Food (1)

1. Are you hungry?
Yes, | am hungry.
No, | am not hungry.

Is he/she hungry?

He/she is not hungry.
What do you want?

| want meat.

© © N O o A W N

| want dry meat.

10. | want soup.

Yes, he/she is hungry.

Lée nizhigwilts’ik ?

Ah3’, shizhigwilts’ik.
Akwa’, shizhigwitts’ik kwaa.
Lee vizhigwilts’ik ?

Ah3’, vizhigwilts'ik.
Vizhigwitts’ik kwaa.

Jidii dée niidhan ?

Nilii nihthan.

Nilii gaii nihthan.

tuh tloo nihthan.
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November Lessons

Food (2)

11. Do you want fish? tuk lée niidhan ?

12. Yes, | want fish. Ah3’, tuk nihthan.

13. No, | do not want fish. Akwa’, fuk nihthanh kwaa.
14. What does he/she want? Jidii dée niidhan ?

15. He/she wants dry fish. Ootsik niidhan.

16. He/she wants whitefish. tuk zheii niidhan.

17. He/she wants berries. Jak niidhan.
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November Lessons

Activities (1)

1. What are you doing? Dandi’ii ?
2. |l am eating. Ih’aa.
3. What is he/she doing? Dadi’ii ?
4. Hel/she is eating. Aaa.
5. He/she is drinking tea. Lidii dinii.
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November Lessons

Activities (2)

6. What are you doing? Dandi’ii ?

7. | am eating bannock. tuh ch’uh ih’aa.
8. |am eating dry meat. Nilii gaii ih’aa.
9. What is he/she eating? Jidii dée aa ?
10. He/she is eating dry fish. Ootsik aa.
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November Lessons

Are You Thirsty?

1.

2
3
4.
S}
6

e

Do you want water?

Yes, | want water.

No, | do not want water.

Do you want tea?
Yes, | want tea.

| do not want tea,
| want water.

What are you drinking?

| am drinking water.

Chuu lée niidhan ?

Ah3’, chuu nihthan,

Akwa’, chuu nihthanh kwaa.
Lidii lée niidhan ?

Ah3’, lidii nihthan.

Lidii nihthanh kwaa,
chuu aii nihthan.

Jidii dee nidinii ?

Chuu shinii.
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November Lessons

Other Forms

1. What are you (pl.) drinking?  Jidii dée khwanii ?

2. We are drinking tea. Lidii iidinii.
3. What are they drinking? Jidii dee gidinii ?
4

They are drinking tea. Lidii gidinii.

Verb Chart

is /are drinking (tea)

1. | am drinking (tea) lidii shinii
2. you (1) are drinking (tea) lidii nidinii
3. helshe is drinking (tea) lidii dinii

4. we are drinking (tea) lidii fidinii
5. you (pl.) are drinking (tea) lidii khwanii
6. they are drinking (tea) lidii gidinii
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November Lessons

Finding Things - Bush Objects

1. Where is the trap? Khyah gweejii ?
Here is the trap. Zhat zrit khyah dha’aii.
Where is the tent? Niivyaa gweejii ?
Here is the tent. Zhat zrit niivyaa.
Where are the snowshoes?  Aih gweejii ?
Here are the snowshoes. Zhat zrit aih dhidlii.
Where is the packsack? Khah gweejii ?
Here is the packsack. Zhat zrit khah dha’aii.
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December Lessons

Christmas

1. Merry Christmas. Drin Tsal zhit shoh ohtii.

2. Christmas Day. Drin Tsal.

3. Happy New Year. Drin Choo zhit shoh ohtii.
4. New Year’s Day. Drin Choo.

5 Peace on Earth. Nan kak tsinehdanh goonlii.

Conversation

1. Are you cold? lindlGu lee ? °
2. Yes, | am cold. Ah3’, ihdluu.
3. No, | am not cold. Akwa’, ihdluh kwah.
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December Lessons

Relatives
1. Who is this? Jii juudin tiinch’'uu ?
2. This is my mother. | Jii shahanh tiinch’uu.
3. This is my father. Jii shiti’ tiinch’uu.

4. This is my grandmother. Jii shitsuu tiinch’uu.
5. This is my grandfather. Jii shitsii tiinch’uu.
6. Who do you see? Juudin dée nah’ii ?
7. | see my older brother. Shoondee nitii,

8. | see my younger brother. Shichaa nit'ii.

9. | see my older sister. Sheejii nitii.

10. | see my younger sister. Shijuu nitii.
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December Lessons

Activities (1)

1. What is he/she doing? Zhik dadi’ii ?
2. He/she is sitting. Dhidii.

3. He/she is standing. Naa’ee.

4. Helshe is sleeping. Dhichii.

5. Hel/she is running. Aagal.

6. He/she is dancing. Aadzoo.
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December Lessons

Activities (2)

7. What are you doing? Dandi’ii ?

8. | am sewing. K’'e’danatkaii.
9. |l am running. Algal.

10. | am dancing. Aldzdbo.

11. What is the man doing? Dinjii dadi’ii ?
12. The man is dancing. Dinjii aadzdo.
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December Lessons

Activities (3)

13.
14,
15.
16.
17.
18.

What is the woman doing?
The woman is running.
What is the boy doing?
The boy is walking.

What is the girl doing?

The girl is sitting.

Triinjoo dadi’ii ?

Tr’iinjoo aagal.

Chyaa dadi’ii ?
Chyaa ahaa.
Nich’it dadi’ii ?
Nich’it dhidii.
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December Lessons

Where Do You Live?

1. Where do you live? Nijin dée gwiinch’in ?

2. |live in Fort McPherson. - Teetlit Zheh gwihch’in.
3. |live at Jatk’it Gwinjoo. Jatk’it Gwinjoo gwihch’in.
4. |live in the bush. Tr’at tat gwihch’in.

Page 26 Gwich’in Language Lessons (Mary Jane Kunnizzi)



December Lessons

Possessives

Chart of Possessive Prefixes

my shi- / sha- our ::ngia__/
your (one) ni- / na- your (plural) ::::Exia__/
his/her Vi- / va- their ggg: /

Examples

1. my house shizheh

2. your house nizheh

3. his/her house vizheh

4. our house nakhwazheh

5. your (plural) house nakhwazheh

6. their house guuzheh, goozheh
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January Lessons

Body Parts (1)

1. This is his/her head. Jii vichi’ tiinch’uu.

2. This is his/her neck. Jii vak’oh tliinch’uu.

3. This is his/her arm. Jii vigin tliinch’uu.

4. This is his/her chest. ' Jii videeghan tiinch’uu.
5. This is his/her stomach. Jii vazrak tiinch’uu,

6. This is his/her hair. Jii vichiighe’ tliinch’uu.
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January Lessons

Body Parts (1)

7. This is my tooth. Jii shaghd’ tliinch’uu.
8. This is my face. Jii shinin’ tliinch’tu.

9. Thisis my eye. Jii shindee tiinch’uu.
10. This is my nose. Jii shintsih tliinch’uu.
11. This is my ear. Jii shidzee tiinch’uu.
12. This is my foot. Jii shakai’ t'iinch’uu.

13. This is my knee. Jii shagwat tiinch’uu.
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January Lessons

Activities (1)

1. What is he/she doing? Zhik dadi’ii ?
2. He/she is crying. Treh.

3. He/she is sewing. K’'e’jahkai’.

4. Hel/she is playing. Tsiidi’ii.

5. He/she is packing water. Chuu eekaa.
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January Lessons

Activities (2)

6.
[

10.
1.
12,

What are you doing?

| am crying.

| am sewing.

| am playing.

| am packing water.

What is the woman doing?

The woman is sewing.

Dandf’ii ?
Ihtreh.
K'e'danatkar’.
Tsiishi'li.
Chuu ihkaa.

Tr’iinjoo dadi’ii ?

Triinjoo k’e’jahkai’.

Gwich’in Language Lessons (Mary Jane Kunnizzi)
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January Lessons

Objects

1. Thisis a cup. Jii chuutyah tiinch’iu.

2. Thisis a spoon. Jii saban tiinch’uu.

3. Thisis a plate. Jii ch’ik tiinch’uu.

4. This is a blanket. Jii ts’at tliinch’uu.

5. Thisis a cane. Jii toh tliinch’uu.

6. Is this your cup? Jii lée nichuutyaa
tiinch’uu ?

7. Yes,itis my cup. Ahg’, jii shichuutyaa
t'iinch’uu.

8. Itis not my cup. Shichuutyaa tiinch’'uh
kwaa.
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February Lessons

Understanding Native Language

1. Do you understand Dinjii Zhuh lée dinitth’ak ?
native language?

2. Yes, | understand Ahg’, Dinjii Zhuh jihtth’ak.
native language. ‘

3. | do not understand much Gwiintl'éh Dinjii Zhuh

native language. jihtth’ak kwaa.
4. | understand native Gwiitsal Dinjii Zhuh
language a little bit. jihtth’ak.
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February Lessons

Walking To
1. Where are you walking to?
2. | am walking to the lake.
3. | am walking to the school.
4 | am walking to the store. .
5. | am walking to Annie’s
house.
6. Where is he/she walking to?
7. Helshe is walking to
the store.
8. He/she is walking to

the school.

Nijin gwits’at jjhaa ?
Van ts’at ihshaa.

Gatr’'oonahtan zheh
gwits’at ihshaa.

Ookat zheh gwits’at ihshaa.

Annie vizheh gwits’at
ihshaa.

Nijin gwits’at ahaa ?

Ookat zheh gwits’at ahaa.

Gatr’'oonahtan zheh
gwits’at ahaa.
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February Lessons

Clothing

1. What do you have? Jidii dée nidi'ii ?
2. | have mitts. Jirh shr’ii.

3. | have moccasins. Kaiitrih shf’ii.

4. | have socks. Tah shi'ii.

5. | have a hat. Ts’eh shr'ii.

6. | have pants. That shi’ii.

7. | have a shirt. Ezhak ik shr'ii.
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February Lessons

Il/w"
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Fire (1)

'1. Do you have matches? Kwan’ lée nidi’ii ?
2. Yes, | have matches. ' Ahg’, kwan’ shi’ii.
3. |do not have matches. Kwan’ shi'ih kwaa.
4. Do you have firewood? Troo lee nidi’ii ?
5. Yes, | have firewood. Ahg’, troo shiii.

6. What do you have? Jidii dee nidi’ii ?

7. | have dry willows. K’il shi’ii.

8. | have shavings. Aazrik shi’ii.
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February Lessons

Fire (2)

9. What is he/she doing? Zhik dadi’ii ?
10. He/she is making a fire. Kwan' ahtsii.
11. What are you doing? Dandi’ii ?

12. | am making a fire. Kwan’ attsii.
13. Make fire! Kwan’ nahtsii.
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February Lessons

Commands
1. Come here!
2. Go away!
3. Eat!
4. Hurry, go to sleep!

Aanaii !
Gehtee chiindii !
Jiaa!

Khanh, dhiinchii !
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March Lessons

Speaking Native Language

1. Do you speak native Dinjii Zhuh Kyuu lee
language? ginjjkhii?

2. Yes, | speak native Ah3’, Dinjii Zhuh Kyuu
language. ginihkhii.

3. | speak native language Gwiintsal gwizrih Dinjii
only a little bit. Zhuh K’'yuu ginihkhii.
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March Lessons

How are you?

1. How are you? Neenjit dagoonch’uu?
2. lam sick. Dhitts’ik.
3. My head hurts. Shichi’ atts’ik.
4. | am happy. Shoh ihtii.
5. lamtired. Chiishindak.
6. | am sleepy. Vahshitr’oojitchi’.
7. |l am sick with a cold. Koh haa dhitts’ik.
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March Lessons

Numbers (1)

1. one
two
three
four
five
Six
seven

eight
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nine

10. ten

ihtak
neekaii
tik
daang
ihtoogwinli’

nihK’iitik

nihK’iitik ts’at ihtak
nihk’iidaang

vanchoh nak’oh zhak dhitin

ihtok juutin
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March Lessons

Numbers (2)

J

11. How many stars do you see? San’ dahteii dée nah’ii ?

12. | see one star. San’ ihtak nit'ii.

13. | see two stars. San’ neekaii nitii.

14, How many stars are there? San’ dahteii dee ?

J

15. There are three stars. | San’ tik goonlii.

16. There are four stars. San’ daang goonlii.




March Lessons

The Sky Zhee Khyuu

1.
2.
3.

What do you see at night?
| see the stars.
| see the moon.

What do you see in
the daytime?

| see the sun.

| see the clouds.

Too, jidii nah’ii ?
San’ nit'ii.
Too oozrii nifii.

Drin, jidii dee nah’ii ?

Srii nitii.

K’'oh nitii.
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March Lessons

Go and Get

1. Go and get the rock. Chii kanahee.

2. Here. Na’.

3. Go and get the salt. Lisel kanahee.
4. Go and get the tea. Lidii kanahee.

5. Give me the rock. | Chii shint’'ana’aii.

6. Give me the knife. ’ Srii shintl'ana’aii.

7. Give me the tea (in a cup). Lidii shintl’anakaii.
8. Give me the water (in a glass). Chuu shintl'anakaii.
9. Give me the dog. taii shintl’'anahchii.

10. Give me the baby. Beebii shintl'anahchii.
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March Lessons

Land forms

1. Where are you walking to?

| am walking to the hill.
| am walking to the river.

| am walking to the creek.

» & & W M

| am walking to the lake.

| am walking to the mountain.

Nijin gwits’at jjhag ?

Ddhah gwits’at ihshaa.
Taih gwits’at ihshaa.
Han gwits’at ihshaa.
Teechik gwits’at ihshaa.

Van gwits’at ihshaa.
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April Lessons

Daytime

1. Itis daytime. Drin goo’aii.

2. ltis night. Too goo’aii.

Spring

1. Itis springtime. Sreendit nigwiniidhat.

2. Is the snow melting? Zhoh lée naaghaii ?

3. Yes, the snow is melting. Ah3’, zhoh naaghaii.

4. s it getting warm? Lee gwiniidhaa ?

5. Yes, it is getting warm. Ah3’, gwiniidhaa.

6. No, itis still cold. Akwa’, tth’aih gwiniik’'oo.
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April Lessons

Tracks

1. What tracks are these? Jii jidii K'ih dee
t'agdonch’uu ?

2. These are wolf tracks. Jii zhoh k’ih tagoonch’uu.

3. These are mouse tracks. Jii daatsoo K’ih
t'agoonch’uu.

4. These are beaver tracks. Jii tsée Kk'ith t'agdoonch’uu.

5. These are moose tracks. Jii dinjik k’ih t'agoonch’uu.
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April Lessons

1.

2
3
4.
5
6

Colours

What is this?

This is a black hat.
This is a white hat.
This is a red hat.
This is a blue hat.

This is a brown hat.

Py
S osgoese”

Jii jidii tliinch’au ?

Jii ts’eh zraii t’iinch’uu.

J

| ts’eh dagaii tiinch’uu.

J

I ts’eh ch’ik tiinch’uu.

Jii ts’eh datl’'oo tiinch’uu.

Jii ts’eh tsoo tiinch’uu.

—
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April Lessons

Birds

1. What bird is this? Jii jidii dzhii tiinch’uu ?

2. This is an owl. Jii vi'iidzee tiinch’uu.

3. What is the duck doing? Dats’an dadi’ii ?

4. The duck is flying around. Dats’an nahadanaadhak.
5. The grouse is making its nest. Daih dat'oo ahtsii.

6. The raven is eating. Deetrin’ a’aa.

7. The goose is walking Kheh van vee nahadik.

around by the lake.
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April Lessons

Location
1. Where is the dog sitting? Nijin dée taii dhidii ?
2. The dog is sitting on its house. taii dizheh kak dhidii.

3. The dog is sitting in its house. taii dizheh gwizhit dhidii.

4. The dog is sitting in front taii dizheh gwadaii dhidii.
of its house.

5. The dog is sitting behind taii dizheh gwint’ii dhidii.
its house.

6. The dog is sitting beside taii dizheh gwizrii dhidii.
its house.
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May Lessons

Weather (1)

1. lIs it raining?

2. ltis really raining.
3. ltis still raining.
4. Is it muddy?

5. ltis really muddy.

Lee ahchin ?

Gwiintl’'oh ahchin.
Tth’aih hee ahchin.
tuh ant’at lee goonlii ?

Gwiint’'oh tuh ant’at goonlii.
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May Lessons

Weather (2)

6. Isit cloudy? K'oh t'eh lee goo’aii ?

7. ltis really cloudy. Gwiint’'oh k'oh t'eh goo’aii.
8. Itis still cloudy. Tth’aih k'oh t'eh goo’aii.
9. ltisareallyniceday. ~ tihaa drin gwiinzii.

10. Is the ice moving? Atalée tuu tijii ?

11. Yes, it is moving. Ah3’, tuu tijii.
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May Lessons

Tanning Hides

1.

BN S

What hide is this? Jii jidii dhoh deée tiinch’uu?
This is a moose hide. Jii dinjik dhoh tiinch’uu.
This is a caribou hide. Jii vadzaih dhoh tiinch’tu.
What is he/she doing? Zhik dadi’ii ?

He/she is tanning a hide. Adhoh ahshii.

What are you doing? Dandi’ii ?

| am tanning a hide. Adhoh atshii.
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May Lessons

Insects (1)

1.

2
3
4.
3}
6

This is a mosquito.

This is a fly.
This is an ant.
This is a spider.

This is a worm.

This is a butterfly.

Jii
Jii
Jii
Jii
Jii
Jii

ch’ii tliinch’au.

daii tiinch’uu.

neejii tiinch’uu.
gwidéedrii tiinch’uu.
gyuu tiinch’au.

nanuht'ee t’iinch’uu.
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May Lessons

Insects (2)
7. What is the worm doing? Aii gyuu dadi’ii ?

8. The worm is crawling around. Gyuu nahadagoo.

9. The butterfly is flying around. Nanuht’ee nahandit’'eh.
10. The fly is flying around. Daii nahandit’eh.

11. The mosquito bit me. Ch’ii shuu’aa.
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May Lessons

Young Animals

1. What kind of animal is this?  Jii jidii nin tiinch’au ?

2. This is a moose calf. Jii dinjik gii tiinch’uu.
3. This is a baby rabbit. Jii geh gii tiinch’uu,
4. This is a bear cub. Jii shoh gii tiinch’uu.
5. What do you see? Jidii dée nah’ii ?

6. | see a wolf pup. Zhoh gii nitii.

7. |see a caribou calf, Vadzaih gii nitii.

8. | see three puppies. tikitsal tik nit’ii.
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May Lessons

Give me

1.

2
3
4.
5
6

Give me the paper.

Give me the blanket.

Give me the moccasins.

Give me the bullets.

Give me the gun.

Give me the stick.

Dinehtl'eh shintl’'anahchuu.
Ts’at shintlanahchuu.
Kaiitrih shintlanilii.

Diik’'ee chi’ shintl'anilii.
Diik'ee shintl'ana’aii.

Gat shintl’'ana’aii.
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June Lessons

Some Questions

1. Is it warm for you? Neenjit 1ée gwiniidhaa ?

2. Yes, itis warm for me. Ah3’, sheenjit gwiniidhaa.

3. No, it is not warm for me. Akwa’, sheenijit gwiniidhah
kwaa.

4. Itis summertime. | Shin goo’aii.
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June Lessons

Walking Around (1)

1.
2,

What is he/she doing?

He/she is walking around
outside.

He/she is walking around
by the lake.

He/she is walking around
by the creek.

He/she is walking around
by the shore.

He/she is walking around
on the mountain.

He/she is walking around
on the hill.

Zhik dadi’ii ?
Chiitaii nahadik.

Van vee nahadik.

Teechik gwa’an nahadik.

Teevee nahadik.

Ddhah kak nahadik.

Taih kak nahadik.
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June Lessons

Walking Around (2)
8. What are you doing?
-9. | am walking around.

10. | am walking around
by the lake.

11. I am walking around
by the shore.

Dandi’ii ?
Oo’ok nachihdik.

Van vee nachihdik.

Teevee nachihdik.
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June Lessons

Plants

1.

B =N @ o k£ @ PN

What is this?
This is a spruce.

This is grass.

This is a spruce bough.

What is growing?

Rhubarb is growing.

Bear roots are growing.

Leaves are growing.

Jii jidii tiinch’uu ?

Jii ts’iivii tiinch’au.
Jii tfoo tiinch’uu.

Jii ah tiinch’uu.

Jii jidii dée nahshii ?
Ts’iigyuu nahshii.
Trih nahshii.

At'an nahshii.
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Classroom Expressions

Classroom Expressions (1)

e

N~ o o A W N

Sit down! (telling 1 person) Dhiindii !

Sit down! ( 2 persons)
Sit down! (3 or more)
Stand up! (1 person)
Stand up! (2 or more)
Come here!

Come here, all of you!

Dhoodii !
Jidhooch’eii !
Naa'ée !
Noo'ée !
Aanaii !

Tthak ts’at aanaii!
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Classroom Expressions

Classroom Expressions (2)

8. Be quiet! (1 person) Daadhiintu !

9. Be quiet! (2 or more) Daadhohnuu !

10. Yes. Ah3’.

11. No. Akwa’.

12. Look! (1 person) Gwinah'ii |

13. Look! (2 or more) Gwinoh'ii |

14. Listen! (1 person) Oodhadhghch’éii !
15. Listen! (2 or more) Oodhadhohch’éii !
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Classroom Expressions

Classroom Expressions (3)

16. Do you (1 person) At’alée shidinitth’ak ?
understand me?

17. Do you (2 or more) At'alée shadohtth’ak ?
understand me?

18. | understand you. Nijihtth’ak.

19. | do not understand you. Nijihtth’ak kwaa.

20. Do you know? Atalee gahnadandaii?

21. | do not know. Gahshandaih kwaa.

22. What do they call it in Jii Dinjii Zhuh Kyuu
native language? nits’oco tr'oozrii?
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Classroom Expressions

Classroom Expressions (4)

23. Good. Gwiinzii.

24. Really good. ti’haa gwiinzii.
25. Thank you. Mahsi’.

26. I'll help you. Nits’at tr’ihihdal.
27. Get away! Gehtee chiindii !
28. Move over! An |

29. Move over (in sitting) An gijaandhat.
30. Nothing, no more. Gwabhaljii.
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Classroom Expressions

Classroom Expressions (5)

31. Enough! Atat !

32. Don’t! or Quit it! Anah !

33. Hurry! Khanh !

34. It's hot! Gwiniidhaa !

35. It's cold! ~ Gwiniik'oo !

36. I'll see you (1) tomorrow. Nihkaa natanataa.

37. I'll see you all tomorrow. Tthak nihkaa
nakhwatanat'aa.

38. (You folks) take care Adak’anoaotii.

of yourselves.

Page 66 Gwich’in Language Lessons (Mary Jane Kunnizzi)



CCCCCCCCCCCCCOCCCCCCCCOOCO000000000020202929229229929292222229)



1"4

X X

ry

TOGETHER TODAY... FOR OUR CHILDREN TOMORROW

'} GOUNGIL OF YUKON FIRST NATIONS

2166 - 2nd AVENUE  WHITEHORSE, YUKON
Y1A 4P1

TEL: (867) 393-9200
FAX: (867) 668-6577

Yukon Native Language Centre
Yukon College

Box 2799, Whitehorse, Yukon
Canada Y 1A 5K4

Phone: (867) 668-8820
Toll Free: 877-414-9652
Fax: (867) 668-8825

info@ynlc.ca
www.ynlc.ca



